
 

This week’s parsha arrives as Hamas terrorists have attacked Israel, and we mourn with heavy 
hearts the lives that have been cut short, and we pray for those taken captive and serving on the 
front lines.

This parsha commentary is dedicated to my father, Yitzchak Isaac ben Dov Baer, Dr. Irving 
Shulman, z”l. My father’s bar mitzvah parsha was Parshat Noach; it was also the last parsha 
that he heard on the Shabbos before he passed away.

One of my father’s favorite habits was to cut out interesting content from the newspaper and 
hang them with magnets on the refrigerator for us to read before heading out to school. This 
letter to the editor seemed to stay posted the longest, certainly, it has in my mind:

Isidor I. Rabi, the Nobel laureate in Physics, was once asked, “Why did you 
become a scientist?”  …Dr. Rabi’s answer was profound: “My mother made me 
a scientist without ever intending it. Every other Jewish mother in Brooklyn 
would ask her child after school: ‘So? Did you learn anything today?’ But not 
my mother. She always asked me a different question. ‘Izzy,’ she would say, ‘did 
you ask a good question today?’ That difference — asking good questions — 
made me become a scientist.” 

In this spirit of asking questions, one question on this parsha that has stood out for me is why, 
after spending so many years building the ark, did Noach need to wait for the rain to begin 
before entering?

Noach and his family entered the ark mipnei mei hamabul, 
because of the waters of the flood (Bereshit 7:7). Rashi 

explains that Noach was mikatnei amana, of little faith, 
and waited for the rain to actually start. The Midrash 
comments that Noach’s faith was less than perfect: if 
the water had not reached his ankles, he would not 
have entered. Alternatively, he may have thought that 
Hashem would relent or that the people would repent 

on their own.

Yet, we also know that Noach was considered a tzadik and 
listened to Hashem: “he did everything that God had 
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commanded him” (7:22). Noach, at a minimum, was considered a tzadik relative to others in his 
generation and remained righteous despite the surrounding corruption.

How can we reconcile these traits — being of little faith and being a tzadik who listens to 
Hashem? 

Kedushas Levi, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev answers that while Noach was a tzadik, he 
did not believe in himself to bring about true teshuvah. Although he was a tzadik and may have 
been able to save others, he failed to see his potential. As a result of lacking this confidence to 
change others, he entered the ark only after the rain started and only with his own family. 

Noach was also instructed to build a tzohar (6:16). As Rabbi Jonathan Sacks z”l, notes, the 
word tzohar does not appear anywhere else in Tanach; its meaning is a reference to a source of 
illumination, a window or a jewel that sheds light, or the divine word of the Torah itself 
that generates its own light. While Noach was in the ark, this 
tzohar could enable him to become more sensitive and 
compassionate to others. He could come to appreciate 
his responsibility toward others; a role and trait he had 
not appreciated before the waters of the flood came. 

As we are coming off the Yamim Nora’im and 
setting goals for the new year, we should realize 
that we each have the power to impact others in 
ways big and small — a power that often starts 
with simply asking questions. Learning how and 
where we can help gives a greater purpose to our 
actions and interactions. Recognizing that we have 
the power to influence and that we are part of a  
community with responsibility toward others, now more 
than ever, compels us to work toward fulfilling our potential 
and being impactful. 

In this tragic time for Am Yisrael, while we may be left with many unanswered questions, we 
must turn toward our strength as a community. May we all be blessed to continue to recognize 
and use that strength in a positive and impactful way, and may we pray and act together for 
peace and safety.

Sandra and Ira Greenstein and their children are grateful to be part of the impactful 
YIS community whose leaders and members inspire them.
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