
This Shabbat, the Shabbat of parsha Beshalach, is also known as Shabbat Shira to commemorate the 
song spontaneously sung by Moshe and Bnei Yisrael and the song sung by Miriam and the women upon 
the miracle of the splitting of the sea. Through song we recognize and celebrate Hashem as the creator 
of the world. Besides the splitting of the sea, many other miracles that occurred before and after this 
dramatic moment are mentioned in the parsha. How should we view these miracles?  What do they 
teach us and how can we apply these lessons to everyday life?  

Our existence consists of relationships, among ourselves, our Creator, and all other beings. What we 
learn from, internalize, and apply to these experiences is the crux of our lives. To properly glorify our 
Creator and follow his instructions we are expected to have less reliance on the miraculous and more on 
motivation from within. This is in sharp contrast to what we see exhibited by Bnei Yisrael in the parsha.  

Sefer Bereshit introduces us to the concepts of human interaction and engagement, describing 
relationships between Hashem and creation — both physical and spiritual; concepts of cause and effect; 
and elevated lessons involving human ethics. All essentially teach us how to conduct ourselves. Through 
family dynamics, we acquire our basic lessons on interpersonal relationships and social learning.  

Sefer Shemot continues the discussion of human interaction and engagement by outlining events and 
relationships among peoples (Yisrael, Egyptians, Amalek) and between individuals and the Creator. Our 
parsha offers us an opportunity to examine and conclude what works and what doesn't beyond the 
context of family dynamics presented in Sefer Bereshit. 

A summary of the miracles shows us the caring oversight and involvement between Hashem and Bnei 
Yisrael — but Hashem's direct involvement diminishes under each set of circumstances. 

Hashem directs us on our journey in Sinai for only a short period to receive the Torah and obtain 
instructions and guidance on how to live and how to inspire the rest of 
creation. The text emphasizes Hashem's concern for our mental 
state and fear of war with the Philistines. Hashem takes into 
consideration our potential and our (in)ability to realize our 
capabilities.  

As we progress in the desert our experience of Hashem 
changes. From the splitting of the sea, then events at 
Marrah and the turning of bitter waters to sweet, the manna, 
and finally the battle of Amalek, Hashem's active involvement, 
while present, diminishes as we slowly step away from the 
supernatural.  We begin to  follow the Torah and to motivate ourselves internally and we undertake 
actions for their own sake resulting from internally placed values and goals. Hashem is replacing 
supernatural forces —miracles —  with human connection to Torah and its values and goals.   
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Our relationship with the Egyptians is complicated and binary. A people who Yosef arguably rescued 
from famine and certain demise forget this kindness. Further, Pharaoh plays on the Egyptian people's 
fear of being attacked by us. To turn the Egyptian people against us, he called us outsiders and a fifth 
column that would join in a potential attack. He used this argument to cement his role as an Egyptian 
deity and dissuade the Egyptians from absorbing the monotheistic religion that the Jews practiced. Then 
Pharaoh roused the Egyptians to attack us after Makat Bechorot. 

We physically see ourselves walking through the waters and watching the Egyptians drown. Many of 
our sages interpret the punishment of the Egyptians as theologically inspired, against the Egyptians' 
view of various deities, and not as either an emotional salve for us or as vengeance. We don't say Hallel 
to commemorate their deaths and we are taught to choose a higher way of looking at events when our 
enemies are punished.  

Toward the latter half of the parsha, something strange happens, I find ourselves in the desert inventing 
complaints even though miracles are evident daily. We question if Hashem is with us. It's hard for us to 
understand Bnei Yisrael’s lack of emunah in the face of such miracles but the lesson here may be that 
man has elements that are both positive and negative and it's up to us to look past the instant challenges 
facing us. While functioning in the world we must transcend its perceived limitations and be secure that 
Hashem and his Torah are here, and his divine providence will see us through.  

Enter Amalek. Amalek's attitude at the end of the parsha is similar to that of Pharaoh, he refuses to 
recognize Hashem's power and control despite the evidence. Worse still, Amalek caustically attacked 

from behind, at our weakest, and philosophically ignored divine 
providence. Amalek was able to achieve some semblance of 

success because we seemed to have forgotten about Hashem's 
continued presence and protection. The episode of Moshe’s 
hands being raised and lowered demonstrated the concept 
that Hashem sees all and is all-powerful, a lesson that 
needed repetition.  

We can see that the impact of miracles diminished over 
time, but we can motivate ourselves by substituting miracles 

with Torah values and its goals to realize our capabilities — 
that, we believe, is what Hashem intended. 
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Dave, Sharon, Jill, and Amanda have been proud members of YIS since Y2k. Jill is in Colorado's 
foothills now and Amanda follows the footlights. Sharon's light burns bright.  This dvar Torah is 
dedicated to the memory of Dave's mother, Henya bat Berel.
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