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An Exciting Experiential Learning Opportunity

Announcing for Summer 2020! 
A Journey to Spain, Portugal and Gibraltar

Join us as we travel back in time, with Rabbi Morgenstern and JRoots (www.jroots.org), to learn

about a thriving Jewish culture that molded a rich Sephardic heritage and influenced Jewry

throughout the world. Jews arrived in Spain over 2,000 years ago. Spain and its surrounding

provinces were once home to the largest, most prosperous and cultivated, Jewish communities in

the world. We will encounter the roots of some of our most important thinkers and Jewish

leaders like the Rambam, Rav Yehuda HaLevi, Isaac Abarbanel and others. We will also interface

with local centuries-old communities of Marranos/Crypto-Jews, who adhere to a “hidden“ Jewish

identity and culture to this day - concluding with a special Shabbat in the beautiful modern Jewish

community of Gibraltar. We will also, of course, visit world heritage sites and places of historic

importance and beauty throughout our journey through Portugal, Southern Spain and Gibraltar.

It promises to be an unforgettable experience. Couples and Adults welcome

Dates: sunDay, august 2nD - sunDay august 9th, 2020

price: approx. $2500/person (incluDes all grounD costs)

Not including flights into Lisbon and Malaga 

Stay tuned for further details and full trip itinerary.

If you are interested or have questions please contact Stu Zisholtz, stu@zzllp.com



Young Israel of Scarsdale Academy of Jewish Studies

Welcome to Young Israel of Scarsdale
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Rabbi Jonathan Morgenstern
rabbi

Rabbi Nuriel Klinger
associate rabbi 

Meet The Team

high holiDay lecture series with rabbi Dr. Meir soloveichik



Young Israel of Scarsdale Academy of Jewish Studies

Weekly Daytime Shiurim

Monday Morning Mitzvot
Rabbi Nuriel Klinger 
Monday after shacharit until 8:00 aM

This class studies the 13th-century work, Sefer HaChinuch, the Book of Education. This book 
elucidates all 613 mitzvot from both a legal and philosophical perspective. This class also studies
the commentary of the Minchat Chinuch written by Rabbi Yosef Babad in the 19th century. This
commentary provides more depth into each mitzvah that we will study and this will enable us to
understand the many nuances of each mitzvah. This year we will be studying the Mitzvot from the
second half of the book of Shemot.  Men and women of all learning levels are encouraged to join. 

Women’s Tehillim Recitation 
Monday 9:30 aM

Continuing the enduring legacy of Esther Trencher, z”l, the Tehillim group meets every Monday
at the home of Vicki Bienenfeld (15 Reyna Lane, New Rochelle). 

Mishna in the Morning 
Hersh Wolf 
Tuesday after shacharit until 8:00 aM

At this popular class, participants study Mishna with the Kehati commentary as a springboard
for in-depth analyses of various Halachic topics incorporating the views of many classic Rabbinic
commentators. This year the class will be studying Masechet Moed Katan. Men and women are
welcome.

Torat Rav Kook:
Insights on Prayer, Jewish Life and the Jewish Soul 
Rabbi Jonathan Morgenstern
Wednesday after shacharit until 8:00 aM 

Rav Kook was the first Chief Rabbi of the Israeli Yoshi’s and the spiritual founder of modern 
religious Zionism. Using Rabbi Abraham Isaac HaKohen Kook’s classic essays on the Siddur, Olat
HaRayah, this course will learn about Rav Kook’s unique philosophy on life and redemption (both
personal and universal) through his insightful, poetic and piercing explications of our daily Tefillot. 

Living By The Code... of Jewish Law 
Rabbi Nuriel Klinger
Thursday after shacharit until 8:00 aM 

This class is a serious text study to fuel the day and enhance one’s knowledge of Jewish practice
and observance. Participants study practical Halacha with the Mishnah Berurah and Arukh
HaShulchan, on the Laws of Daily Blessings. Men and Women are welcome. 
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New
Offering
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“This Week’s Parsha:” Uncovering The Hidden 
Dimension of The Weekly Torah Portion 
Rabbi Jonathan Morgenstern 
Friday after shacharit until 8:00 aM  

This popular gathering – that continues to grow more and more each year – will

delve into the weekly Torah portion through the lens of the Kli Yakar, a classical 

commentary written in the 17th century by R’ Shlomo Ephraim Luntschitz. Stay

for a bagel, some eggs, and truly feel the Torah come to life!  

Shabbat Morning
Post-Hashkama Learning Groups

Nechama Leibowitz on the Parasha (social hall)

Mishnah Berurah with Dr. Steve Keller (social hall)

Shabbat Afternoon (40 Minutes before Mincha) 

Sefer Shmuel I (fall/winter)

Pirkei Avot (spring/suMMer) with Richard Bienenfeld

Daf Hashavua 
Rabbi Jared Rosenfeld 
Sunday – between 6:45 & 8:30 aM MinyaniM 

Have you always wanted to learn Gemara, but just never got a handle on it? Do you love

learning Gemara, but just can’t find the time? Well, then join Rabbi Jared Rosenfeld at this

weekly shiur in Masechet Sanhedrin. Men and women welcome. 

Gentlemen’s Kollel
Sunday 9:00-10:30 aM

We are once again excited to partner with Yeshivat Ohr HaMeir, a noted “Lakewood-Inspired”

Lithuanian Yeshiva and Beit Midrash, located in Peekskill, NY. The Kollel will provide participants

with the ability to study in one-on-one or in small group settings and dive in-depth into the 

Talmudic text. 
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Sunday Morning Teen Minyan - 9:00 aM

All parents and children from 6th-12th grade are welcome to join. 

Bagels, OJ & more after Shacharit. 
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Weeknight Classes 

Livin’ on a Prayer  
Rabbi Nuriel Klinger 
Mondays 8:00 pM - begins noveMber 25th 

This class provides an in-depth study of our tefillot which we recite daily. The goal is to enhance

our connection to the tefillah and to infuse our moments of tefillah with more meaning. We will

begin our study this year with an analysis of Birkot HaShachar, blessings that we recite prior to

and at the beginning of the Shacharit service. Men and women of all learning levels are invited

to join. 

Jewish Lifecycle and Ritual Texts
Steve Gelles 
Tuesdays 8:00 pM (fall seMester) - begins noveMber 19th

In this 6 session class we will explore the origin and meaning of the texts associated with birth,

marriage and end of life rituals. Specifically, we will study together the texts of Brit Mila, the

Wedding ceremony (the T’naim and Ketuba), and Kaddish.

Bringing It Home…with the Guys: A Men’s Learning Program
weeknights throughout the year

This new men’s program will bring inspirational Torah learning with Rabbis Morgenstern and

Klinger, good food and great friends into homes throughout the community in an enjoyable and

relaxed setting.

To reserve an evening with the guys, please contact Rabbi Klinger.

Please stay tuned for more information for dates and locations of this program.

Spectacular Sugyot in Scarsdale 
weeknights throughout the year

Building off of last year’s model where Chaburot were held throughout the neighborhood with

Rabbi Morgenstern, Rabbi Klinger and Rav Daniel Wolf please join us as we explore various 

passages in the Talmud and the commentaries to get a deeper understanding of our laws 

and customs. Chavruta learning with sources prepared in both Hebrew and English will allow

participants to really engage and feel connected with our sacred texts. After chavruta learning,

there will be a short shiur that ties all the sources together and ensures that everyone walks

away with a complete understanding of the topic. Men and women of all learning levels are 

invited to join.

For more information or if you are interesting in hosting, please contact Josh Dressler, 

joshdressler2002@yahoo.com.
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fall seMinar series:

Wednesdays 8:00 pM 

Great Documents of Modern Jewish History
Rabbi Evan Hoffman 
This course will explore topics in Modern Jewish History with an emphasis on landmark docu-

ments.  These documents include government edicts, diplomatic pronouncements, philosophi-

cal treatises, and public calls to action.  Each lecture is its own unit.  Source materials (mostly in

English) will be provided.

10/30 - The Edict of Tolerance & Words of Peace and Truth

11/6 - Concerning the Amelioration of the Civil Status of Jews

11/13 - George Washington's Letter to Newport Hebrew Congregation 

11/20 - The Science of Judaism

12/4 - Auto-Emancipation and Der Judenstaat 

12/11 - Balfour Declaration

12/18 - Nuremberg Laws & Wannsee Minutes 

1/8 - Israel's Declaration of Independence 

1/15 - UN Resolution 242

1/22 - UN: Zionism is Racism 

Rabbi Evan Hoffman is the Spiritual Leader of Congregation Anshe Sholom

in New Rochelle, NY.  He previously served as Assistant Rabbi of Park East

Synagogue in Manhattan.  A graduate of Yeshiva College (summa cum

laude), he received semikhah from RIETS, earned an M.A. in Modern 

Jewish History from the Bernard Revel Graduate School and did advanced 

graduate research in American Jewish History.  For many years he has 

taught adult education courses in Jewish Theology and Jewish History at

synagogues around the metro area.  Rabbi Hoffman is the author of a widely disseminated

weekly essay series titled “Thoughts on the Parashah.”  Rabbi Hoffman was raised in Great

Neck, NY and is an avid fan of the New York Mets.

Spring 2020 Seminar Series
“The Foundation of Rabbinic Law and Its Applications to the 21st Century”

Sponsored by The Living Torah Fund
Stay Tuned for More Information!
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special torah stuDy offerings

Ora Weinbach
Former YIS Community Scholar, Ora Weinbach, will be returning to us as a visiting scholar.  Ora will
be delivering quarterly shiurim and lectures on select weeknights through the year. 

Ora Weinbach is currently pursuing a Masters degree from the Yale Divinity

School and she is the Community Educator at the Jewish Center on the Upper

West Side of Manhattan.  Ora previously taught Limudei Kodesh and served 

as the 9th Grade Dean at the Abraham Joshua Heschel High School.  Before 

assuming the role of Community Educator at the Jewish Center, Ora was the

Community Educator at the Young Israel of Scarsdale for three years. She

earned her degree in Jewish Education from Yeshiva University as a member of

the first graduating cohort of the Legacy Heritage Fellowship Program and has been honored to

teach Jewish learners of every age. She completed a certification in Sexuality Education and teaches

human sexuality both to teens and parents; she also consults with Jewish Day Schools on sexuality

education curriculum development and execution. The first lecture will be on Monday, November
18th at 8pm.
Stay tuned for more information on future lectures. 

Torateinu:
A Women’s Learning Forum 
- For Women and Taught by Women
This Sisterhood initiated forum, in collaboration with Rabbis Morgenstern 

and Klinger, will take place five times throughout the winter/spring 

semesters. These inspiring and high level Torah study sessions will be led by 

dynamic women who currently teach many of our children in our local 

Tri-State area Jewish schools.  Women of all ages are encouraged to join the 

enlightening learning and discussions in the spirit of sisterhood and Talmud Torah.

Young Israel of Scarsdale Academy of Jewish Studies
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Ora Weinbach 
shabbat chol

haMoeD sukkot,

oct. 18-19, 2019

Shuli Taubes  
tuesDay, 

DeceMber 17, 2019

Miriam Gedwiser  
tuesDay, 

January 14, 2020

Elana Stein-Hain  
shabbat,

Jan. 31- feb.1, 2020

Shoshana Chanales  
tuesDay, 

february 25, 2020



Outstanding Shabbat Speaker Program 

Shabbat Torat Yisrael 
with Rabbi Shlomo Kimche 
noveMber 1-2, 2019 

Rabbi Shlomo Kimche was born in London and at the age of eight, made

Aliyah with his family to Haifa.  He studied at Yeshivat HaKotel and served in

the IDF during the First Lebanon War.  Rabbi Kimche earned degrees in 

Educational Management and Philosophy from the Hebrew University, and

Rabbinic Ordination and a Senior Education Diploma at Yeshivat Shealvim.  

The Kimches served as Shlichim in Melbourne, Australia for three years, before

returning to settle in Efrat, where Rabbi Kimche was appointed rabbi of one of

the largest schools in the area, Orot Etzion.  Rabbi Kimche founded the Orot Yehuda Bnei Akiva

Yeshiva in Efrat, where he served as Rosh Yeshiva for 20 years.  He is now the Vice Chairman of the

Bnei Akiva Educational Network of Yeshivot and Ulpanot, which includes 75 schools and more than

25,000 students.

Yachad Shabbaton 
in conjunction with SAR High School
noveMber 22-23, 2019

Yachad, The National Jewish Council for Disabilities is a thriving global 

organization dedicated to addressing the needs of all Jewish individuals with 

disabilities and ensuring their inclusion in every aspect of Jewish life. Our inclusive

design aims to ensure persons with diverse abilities their rightful place within the Jewish 

community, while helping to educate and advocate for a greater understanding, acceptance, 

outreach, and a pro-disability attitude. Yachad’s diverse services include, but are not limited to: 

social programming for all age groups; counseling services for individuals and families;  weekend

retreats; extensive parent support services; sibling services; vocational training and job placement;

professional advocates and case managers; summer camps for members of all ages;  special needs

yeshivas; shabbat programs; Day Habilitation programs; Israel Birthright trips for persons with 

mobility and/or special learning needs; social skills development; lobbying for pro-disability 

legislation on the local, state, and federal levels; high school and university leadership program.

Young Israel of Scarsdale Academy of Jewish Studies
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Young Israel of Scarsdale Academy of Jewish Studies

YIS Community Shabbat
with Charlie Harary 
& Musical Guests, Mordy Weinstein & Co. 
DeceMber 6-7, 2019

Charles Harary is a prolific speaker that has traveled all over

the country and abroad speaking for organizations, schools,

universities and institutions on a variety of topics and to 

audiences of various sizes and affiliations. In addition, he is a

Senior Lecturer for NCSY, the Orthodox Union and Aish 

Hatorah.

Mr. Harary is the First Vice President of Residential Operations and Legal

Counsel of RXR Realty, a multi-billion dollar Real Estate Company based in New York. Mr. Harary

is responsible for operational, strategic and legal matters for The Ritz Carlton Residences, Inner

Harbor, Baltimore. In addition, Mr. Harary is responsible for the legal matters related to the

Company’s transactional and corporate activities.  Prior to joining Reckson, Mr. Harary was an 

associate in Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison and Davis Polk & Wardwell. He received

his J.D. from Columbia Law School where he was awarded the James Kent Scholar and the 

Harlan Fiske Stone Scholar. Mr. Harary received a B.A. in Political Science and Communications

from Queens College, where he graduated magna cum laude. Mr. Harary is a member of the

Real Estate Board of New York and is admitted to the Bar of New York.

This guest speaker has been made possible through the Living Torah Fund. Special thanks to

Diane and Russell Miller for sponsoring the musical program for this Shabbat.

Annual AIPAC Shabbat @ YIS
DeceMber 13-14, 2019

The mission of AIPAC is to strengthen, protect and 

promote the U.S.-Israel relationship in ways that enhance

the security of the United States and Israel.  AIPAC’s staff and citizen activists educate decision

makers about the bonds that unite the United States and Israel and how it is in America’s best 

interest to help ensure that the Jewish state is safe, strong and secure.

Cooperation between the two countries is advantageous for both nations. As America's bipartisan

pro-Israel lobby, AIPAC urges all members of Congress to support Israel through foreign aid, 

government partnerships and joint anti-terrorism efforts.

Please Join Us!
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Shabbat of Leadership & Scholarship
with Dr. Elana Stein Hain 
& Musical Guest, YIS Chazzan Craig Resmovits 
January 31- february 1, 2020

Dr. Elana Stein Hain is Scholar in Residence and Director of 

Faculty at the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America, 

where she serves as lead faculty and oversees the content of

lay and professional leadership programs.

A widely well-regarded teacher and scholar, Elana earned 

her doctorate in Religion from Columbia University with a 

dissertation on the topic of legal loopholes in rabbinic law. She is an alumna of the

Yeshiva University Graduate Program in Advanced Talmudic Studies (GPATS) and the Consortium in

Jewish Studies and Legal Theory Graduate Fellowship.  Elana also served for eight years as part of the

clergy serving as Community Scholar on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, at both Lincoln Square

Synagogue and the Jewish Center, and taught at the Wagner School at NYU.

Shabbat Zachor with FIDF
& Musical Guest, YIS Chazzan Johnny Shlagbaum 
March 6-7, 2020

Friends of the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) is a 

non-political, non-military organization that provides 

for wellbeing of the soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces

(IDF), veterans and family members. We are the single 

organization authorized to represent the IDF across the

United States and Panama, as designated by Lt. Gen. 

Gadi Eisenkot, IDF Chief of the General Staff in March

2017 and by Lt. Gen. Aviv Kohavi, IDF Chief of the General Staff in February 2019.

The Israeli government is responsible for training IDF soldiers and providing them with the necessary

tools for their service. FIDF is committed to providing these soldiers with love, support, and care to

ease the burden they carry on behalf of the Jewish community worldwide.

Established in 1981 by a group of Holocaust survivors under the leadership of John Klein z'l, FIDF 

is a 501c3 not-for-profit corporation that operates 20 regional offices in the United States and 

Panama, with headquarters in New York City.

Young Israel of Scarsdale Academy of Jewish Studies
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Shabbat Ha’Atzmaut @ YIS
with Rabbi Yuval Cherlow  
in conjunction with Mizrachi
april 24-25, 2020

Rabbi Yuval Cherlow is Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Amit Orot Shaul in Israel.  
He is a graduate of Yeshivat Har Etzion, ordained by the Israeli Chief 
Rabbinate, a retired major in the IDF, and a founding member of the 
non-profit rabbinical organization, Tzohar.  He has published books on 
topic in halacha, biblical exegesis, modern Jewish philosophy, and 
contemporary questions, and writes an online “Ask the Rabbi” column 
containing over 65,000 responsa.  Rabbi Cherlow is a sought-after speaker 
in academic circles, public panels and the media.

Yom HaZikaron & Yom HaAtzmaut
april 28-29, 2020  

Join us for a Tekkes Maavar and Tefillah Chagigit as we celebrate
72 years since the miraculous creation of the State of Israel.

Annual UJA-Federation Shabbat @ YIS
with Sivan Rahav-Meir
& Musical Guest, YIS Chazzan Johnny Shlagbaum  
May 15-16, 2020

Sivan Rahav-Meir is one of the most popular media 
personalities in Israel today.  She is a primetime anchor on
Channel 2 News; has a column in Israel’s largest newspaper,
Yediot Aharonot; and has a weekly radio show on Galei 
Tzahal (Army Radio).  Originally from a secular Israeli family,
Rahav-Meir became religiously observant during her teens.
She is one of the very few public intellectuals who is well 
respected across the religious-secular spectrum, and has attracted a 

tremendous following on social media for her Torah-infused, family-centered insights into Jewish life
and tradition.  Her lectures in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem attract over one thousand people every week.
Ms. Rahav-Meir has a BA in Political Science and Management from Tel Aviv University.  She lives in
Jerusalem with her husband, media personality Yedidya Meir, and their five children.  This year she
and her husband are World Mizrachi Shlichim to North America.

UJA-Federation of New York cares for Jews everywhere and for New Yorkers of all backgrounds, 
responds to crises close to home and far away and shapes our Jewish future. Through our network
of hundreds of nonprofits, large and small, we touch 4.5 million lives each year in New York, Israel
and around the world. To learn more: www.ujafedny.org. 
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Shavuot 5780/2020: Torah @ Twilight Returns 
Esther Trencher z”l Memorial Shavuot Scholar-in-Residence Program
with Rabbi Ari Lamm
May 28-30, 2020 

Rabbi Ari Lamm is the Special Advisor to the President of Yeshiva University.

He works closely with the president on all matters concerning the university’s

mission and vision, and coordinates the strategic initiatives emerging from 

the Office of the President. A graduate of Yeshiva University, Rabbi Lamm

earned his MA, as a US-UK Fulbright Scholar, in Jewish Studies and Eastern

Christianity from University College London, an MA from Princeton University

in Religion, and semikhah from the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 

Seminary. Most recently he was the Resident Scholar at the Jewish Center 

in Manhattan. He is currently pursuing his PhD in ancient Judaism and Christianity at Princeton 

University. He is a founding editor and contributor at Lehrhaus, a premier online publication for

contemporary Jewish thought (www.thelehrhaus.com), and an alumnus of the Wexner Graduate

Fellowship in Jewish Studies. His writing has appeared in the Wall Street Journal, the Jerusalem

Post, Tablet Magazine and the Jewish Standard. 

Shabbat U @ YIS
with OU JLIC Educators 
June 12-13, 2020

The university environment is a marketplace of ideas and experiences that can pose both 

challenges and opportunities to an Orthodox Jew’s observance and commitment.  Recognizing

that the majority of Modern Orthodox college students are being educated at secular universities,

the OU, in partnership with Hillel, administers the Orthodox Union Heshe and Harriet Seif Jewish

Learning Initiative on Campus (OU-JLIC).  This program helps Orthodox students navigate the 

college environment, and balance their Jewish commitments with their desire to engage the 

secular world.  Toward this end, OU-JLIC places Orthodox rabbinic couples on over 20 college

campuses in the U.S. and Canada to serve as Torah educators and role models.

OU-JLIC educators strive to enhance the learning opportunities available to students, and also to

bolster an infrastructure for Orthodox life to flourish. They offer weekly Shiurim and classes, bring

guest speakers and events to campus, and make key Orthodox necessities, such as Kashrut,

Chagim and Shabbat, easier to observe and more meaningful.  Educators also strive for a more 

individualized touch, getting to know students personally.   Students grace their Shabbat tables as

regular guests, interact with them in informal settings, such as the cafeteria, and learn with them

B’Chavruta. The regular availability of the educator families creates a comfort level that enables

students to confide in them and seek advice for their more serious issues, whether of a halachic,

personal, or intellectual nature.
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Young Israel of Scarsdale Academy of Jewish Studies

Friday Morning Shiur
and Breakfast Sponsorship   

Contact Ricky Shatz: rick@rickshatz.com

Seudah Shlishit Sponsorship   
Contact Stu Benson: shaloshseudotyis@yahoo.com 

For all other inquiries or for more information

contact Sharon Sumpolec at the shul office (914) 636-8686

or email yisny@yisny.org. 
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Tefillah Schedule

shacharit Monday & Thursday . . . . . . . . . . 6:35 am, 8:00 am* 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday . . . 6:45 am, 8:00 am*

Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 am, 8:30 am 

Rosh Chodesh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30 am, 7:45 am

Mincha/Maariv with Sunset*

late Maariv Mon.– Thu. during the Winter  . . .9:00 pm 

*Minyan moves to Shiva home when applicable



Young Israel of Scarsdale Academy of Jewish Studies
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The Living Torah Fund
PERPETuATInG LEGACy THRouGH LEARnInG

Founding Participants

Harold & Sharon Aspis
Ken & Barbara Chorzewski

Hirsh & Irene Cogan
Linda and Allen Essner

Steven & Adina Fredman
Steve & Caron Gelles

Susan Goon

Larry & Zeva Herman
Steven Keller & Rena Seplowitz

Henry & Leah Klapholz
Michael  & Arlene Kleinberg

Lili Konigsbach
Helga Luden

Michael & Susan Porter
Paul & Rachel Rappaport
Bruce & Susan Schneider

Gerry & Sandy Seligsohn
Ariela Silberman

Steve & Arlene Smith
Bill & Diane Stern

Jerry & Barbara Weinberg
Anonymous
Israel Bonds

The Living Torah Fund sponsors presentations by leading scholars and programs
of particular interest to the YIS community and to Klal Yisrael.

Choose a level of sponsorship and participate in this meaningful tribute. We will name
dedications before events and create a public display in the YIS lobby.

For more information contact Steve Smith or email LivingTorahFund@gmail.com

Torah Sponsorship Opportunities 
support the growth of ltf!

foruM on Jewish-MusliM relations

with yossi klein halevi anD iMaM abDullah antepli
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