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We learn in the Mishna:
One is obligated to recite

Gratitude is a core
Jewish value. Rabbi

a blessing for the bad that

Harold Kushner said, "If

befalls them, just as one

you concentrate on

recites a blessing for the

finding whatever is good

good that befalls them.

in every situation, you will

Why?

The Mishna's

discover that your life will

statement was to instruct

suddenly be filled with

us to accept the bad

gratitude, a feeling that

tidings with the same

nurtures the soul."

heart that with which we
accept the good tidings.
Even in the midst of
difficulty, we can find the
silver lining.

Thank you to our clergy
for all their hard work and
preparation for these
beautiful High Holy Day
services.

- CBE Congregation

We are grateful for the vaccines that our whole family received, and for the
science that led up to their development. Being vaccinated allowed us to enjoy
social interactions with friends and family IN PERSON – at least for a little while.
We remain grateful that all of us, our children as well as ourselves,
continue to be in good health.

We appreciate the magic of technology

that lets us all stay connected during this pandemic, fulfilling, at least to a
degree, our spiritual, social, and psychological needs. We continue to
be grateful for how our synagogue is handling this pandemic, making the
health and safety of our Beth El family paramount, and to the Board who
make these hard decisions and the people who make it happen. And we
are still grateful for all the things we were grateful for last year, including but
not limited to a loving, committed relationship for over 40 years, our wonderful
friends and the talents that they share with us, for a roof over our heads and
food to sustain us. And we reiterate from last year that there are so many things
to be thankful for that we are unable to list them all, but we are grateful for the
opportunity. - Deb and Jim Paras

Gratitude for CBE
community for their caring
and commitment and for
my son and grandsons.

- Meg Rosenzweig

Thank you to our Beth El family!
2021 brought unique changes
for our family and we could
not have made it through as
calmly as we did, were it not
for you, our friends, our
community, our family.
- Norma & Rudy Gonzales

I would like to thank the following
friends for their love and support during
a very difficult year for me and my
family. So with much love and gratitude
I thank the following friends: Joanne
Must, Carol Cooper, Irene and Mark
Helsinger, Rachel and David Rosen,
Marilyn and Ed Carlin, Judy and Larry
Ostrow, Letty and Harry Himmelstein. I
would also like to thank my husband,
George Starkschall, for his patience and
love too. It would have been difficult to
go through this year alone.
- Frada Boxer

Thank you to Michele Croft for her
tireless work to create a fun and
meaningful Religious School
program.
Our children are looking forward to
their first class and to see what this
new year brings.
- Religious School Parents

I am very grateful to many, many people this year, including (not in any particular
order) family, friends in or out of CBE, those who created and brought the Covid
vaccines to us, the folks who staffed Baylor during the winter storm so they could give
scheduled people like me their shots, everyone else in the medical fields, the essential
workers who staffed the stores and did curbside pickups and deliveries, the first
responders of all sorts, and the tech like Zoom that lets us see and talk with each
other. Besides my family, I am particularly grateful to the friends who let me stay with
them earlier this year, when my condo was having issues, and to everyone who taught
me, inspired me, or otherwise helped me and other loved ones stay safe and sane.
- Carol Schorn

In honor of Missi, Mark, and
Jeffrey Shapiro
Love, Paula Shapiro

L'Shanah Tova to our children Davna, Jonathan, and Elyssa.
L'Shanah Tova to all of our favorite grandchildren Madison, Brody,
and Ari. Being your mom and dad, your mother and father in law,
and your grandma and grandpa fills our hearts and souls with love.
Thank you for being who you are. We Love Each and Everyone of
You so much!
- Jodi and Glenn Kessler

Congregation Beth El is not a building nor is it
an institution rather it is a community of
human beings who have chosen to band
together as compassionate Jews to sustain
our synagogue. I am grateful to be with
people who don't see problems, but
opportunities. Our temple leaders choose to
persever and find solutions. Our clergy draws
from our faith and traditions to inspire up and
bring us closer to Adonai. Many of us are
without close relatives nearby, so I am most
grateful for my "sisters and brothers" who
have supported me and others when life
becomes challenging.
Wishing us all a healthy 5782!
L'shana tova, Carol Cooper

To CBE clergy and staff, we are so
thankful for everything that you do!
Cantor Waghalter, you lead such
meaningful services and inspire us.
Michele, our children continue to
learn and grow under your guidance.
Marilyn, Erin, and Norma, you are the
engine that keeps our synagogue
running and help in so many ways.
- CBE Board of Trustees

Thank you to all of the volunteers. Thank you for sharing your
time, your commitment to CBE, and for your passion in
helping us be sucessful. Thank you for being so amazing.
- Jodi and Glenn Kessler
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