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The mission of Congregation Beth El shall be to maintain a
place of worship for the Reform Jewish Community, as the
Center of Jewish Life in Fort Bend, County. It is to advance
Jewish education, promote Jewish Culture and provide
facilities for social interaction. We will achieve this by
conducting ourselves in accordance with our name “House
of GOD.”

Congregation Beth El is affiliated with the Union for Reform
Judaism. Becoming a synagogue member and joining a
Jewish community is a deeply personal experience. We
warmly welcome those who seek to be part of our
congregation, regardless of age, marital status, race, or
sexual orientation. We encourage you to meet the many
wonderful people who are a part of our kehillah k’dosha.
We seek to create a close-knit community bonded together
by the highest ideals of our faith. Most importantly, Beth El
provides a warm and welcoming environment that like
family is ready to extend a hand to all who seek to enrich
their faith in Judaism, support for the State of Israel, and
become engaged in the community. 
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In an abundance of caution, Staff has
been requested not to go to CBE
today. Pastor Sincere will be
conducting his Sunday service via
Zoom today.

Now, more than ever, we must be
vigilant and stay aware of our
surroundings, not only in the
synagogue, but everywhere we go.
Jewish hate incidents are on the rise
and it is up to us to work collectively
to make sure that evil does not
prevail.

Please reach out to me with any
questions or if you would like to
discuss. We need to keep our
Congregation informed but encourage
them to attend events at the
Synagogue.

All the best, Irene

On this New Year's Eve, I wish you
and your family a wonderful 2024, full
of good health, happiness, and love. I
also pray for the Israeli hostages to be
returned home safely and that all
Israel can soon live in peace.

Unfortunately, I need to inform you
that CBE has received another bomb
threat. The email came from the same
source that sent the previous threat,
not only to us, but to over 200 Jewish
facilities around the USA. No bombs
were found in any of these facilities.
The goal of these threats is to create
fear and discourage us from
participating in Jewish life.

 Detective Zimmer has already
inspected our building today and has
determined that the building is safe.
Our alarm systems and cameras show
that no one has entered or tried to
enter our building.

 

A MESSAGE FROM THEPRESIDENT



Community News

Nationwide Swatting Spree
Targeting Jewish Institutions
Appears Coordinated,
Coming From Outside US: FBI

(New Hampshire) Days after five New Hampshire synagogues were victims in a nationwide bomb threat
stunt, local law enforcement leaders delivered a message to would-be criminals. “If you threaten people,
if you commit crimes, you will be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. This isn’t a game, this isn’t a
joke,” said United States Attorney Jane Young. “People want to be able to worship their Creator in peace.”
Young, along with New Hampshire Attorney General John Formella, FBI Supervisory Senior Resident Agent
Timothy DeMann, New Hampshire State Police Colonel Mark Hall, and Manchester Police Chief Allen
Aldenberg, spoke Tuesday at the Manchester Police Department. “There is no greater priority for us than
protecting the people of this state,” Formella said. Threats targeting the New Hampshire synagogues
were part of a nationwide effort to call in bomb threats at synagogues and Jewish spaces throughout
the weekend. Police and FBI agents have been working with synagogues throughout the state to ensure
congregants are safe. Hall said State Troopers are working with synagogues to make sure security plans
are in place, and to make sure police are visible during worship times. 

Read More 

Law Enforcement Responds
After Synagogue Bomb
Threats
Source: NH Journal

United States) A nationwide swatting spree targeting nearly 200 Jewish institutions over the weekend
appears to have been a coordinated effort by an entity based outside the United States, the FBI's top
spokesperson said in a confidential memo to partner law enforcement agencies. The communication,
written by Assistant FBI Director Cathy Milhoan says, "At this time, based on similar language and specific
email tradecraft used, it appears the perpetrators of these threats are connected. Additionally, these
threats appear to be originating from outside of the United States." More than 30 of the 56 FBI field
offices are investigating the threats. A "record number" of 199 swatting incidents and false bomb threats
were tracked between Friday and Saturday by the Secure Community Network, a non-profit that advises
U.S. Jewish institutions on safety and security. According to SCN, swatting incidents are up over 540%
from 2022, with more than 449 swatting incidents and bomb threats taking place this year. 

Read More 

Source: ABC News

https://nhjournal.com/law-enforcement-responds-after-synagogue-bomb-threats/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/nationwide-swatting-spree-targeting-jewish-institutions-appears-coordinated/story?id=105794850




2023-2024 Madrichim Fellowship
Activities that Teach & Engage Students
Deep-Dive Seminar (3 Sessions in January)
The NEW CAJE is excited to officially open registration for the
'Activities that Teach and Engage Students' Deep Dive facilitated
by the incredible Sari Kopitnikoff. 

REGISTER HERE

Thursdays, 
January 11, 18 and 25, 
7:30 to 8:30 pm EDT 

via Zoom.

Here's an important truth:
Games make life better!

Especially when it comes to
teaching -- and this is true
for all topics and all ages.
Encourage your madrichim
to join game designer and

Jewish educator Sari
Kopitnikoff for this 3-

session workshop focused
on games that all madrichim
should carry with them in

their back-pockets: from the
last minute no-prep ones, to

the epic games that will
forever go down in the

books, and everything in
between.

https://www.cognitoforms.com/newcaje1/_20232024nationalmadrichimactivitiesthatteachandengagedeepdiveonly


January 5:  Shir  Shabbat Service in person*
January 12:   Shabbat via Zoom
January 19:   Shabbat via Zoom
January 26:   Tu Bishvat seder & 

Shabbat service in person*

*In-person services wil l  not be l ive-streamed

Friends and Guests of  CBE can request the Zoom l ink here.

Shabbat at Beth El
F R I D A Y S  A T  7  P M

CURRENT EVENTS
January 10 and 24

      W E  W I L L  M E E T  I N  T H E  
      L I B R A R Y  A T  B E T H  E L .

H A V E  Q U E S T I O N S ? C O N T A C T  
E D  C A R L I N  A T  E D W R C A R @ Y A H O O . C O M ,  ( 8 3 2 )  8 8 6 - 4 6 6 6  O R   
B A R B  Z A C K  A T  B A R B A R A 3 1 3 2 0 0 1 @ Y A H O O . C O M ,  8 1 3 - 3 4 0 - 8 8 1 9

BRING YOUR LUNCH AND SMOOZE AT 12:30
DISCUSSION STARTS AT 1:00
BRING A TOPIC AND JOIN IN.

OPEN TO ALL ADULTS

https://www.betheltx.org/event/ZoomServices
mailto:edwrcar@yahoo.com
mailto:Barbara3132001@yahoo.com




BO
OK

EVERYONE IS WELCOME, EVEN IF
YOU HAVE YET TO READ THE BOOK. 

EVERYONE BRINGS SOMETHING FOR
THE GROUP TO SNACK ON. 

DESSERT AND DRINKS WILL BE
PROVIDED. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW WHAT YOU
PLAN TO BRING.

CONTACT MARILYN CARLIN AT
MARILYN@KATIEBEAR.NET

MONDAY | JANUARY 15 | 1 PM 
HOSTED BY MARILYN CARLIN

VOX
BY CHRISTINA DALCHER

CLUB

CBE

mailto:marilyn@katiebear.net


https://www.betheltx.org/event/trivia-night


SEEDS OF
SERENITYGARDEN CLUB

The Garden Club will gather again on 
Sunday, January 21 at 9am!

We will be teaming up with the religious school and educating the
students about the trees along the nature path by the synagogue. 

I need 6 volunteers who can commit to this event. 
Please confirm if you plan on participating.

Questions?  
Contact Angie Perry at angiebperry@gmail.com

mailto:angiebperry@gmail.com


26 JANUARY, 2024 - 7P

TU BISHVAT
SEDER & SHABBAT SERVICE

Celebrate nature and the new year for trees
with a Tu Bishvat seder woven through our
Shabbat service

Nuts of all kinds (except peanut) 
will be used at the seder, 
if there are allergies, 
please let us know 
when you RSVP!

CLICK HERE TO RSVP

https://www.betheltx.org/event/liveshabbat


A get-together for schmoozing & interfacing
The  R.O.M.E.O. group will be meeting for lunch

Friday, January 26 - 12p
location to be announced

For more information
Call or text 

Steve Raskin
713-822-1883

R.O.M.E.O.
RETIRED OLD MEN EATING OUT

J.U.L.I.E.T.
Jewish Uber-fun Ladies

Interested in 
Eating Together

Our next Juliet lunch will be
Wednesday, January 17  at 11:30 am 

BJ’s Brewhouse, 2231 Highway 6 - Sugar Land, TX 77478
 

For more information, feel free to call 
 Jan Poscovsly at 281.468.9185  with questions.

RSVP to www.betheltx.org/event/juliet so we can set up appropriately. 
We are looking forward to schmoozing with everyone.  

http://www.betheltx.org/event/juliet
http://www.betheltx.org/event/juliet




Supported in part by a grant from the
Jewish Federation of Greater Houston and

the Barish Family/Chair King Foundation
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January 11
Eli Meyerson

January 12
Linda Rushefsky

January 13
Michael Cohen

January 14
Miriam Melasky

January 15 
Judy Ostrow

January 16 
Eunice Reiter

January 17 
Howard Hochman

January 18 
Irene Helsinger

January 19 
Liam Meyerson

January 20 
Lorin Nussbaum
Scarlett Nickels

January 22 
Sharon Mothner

January 26 
Mark Warren

January 1
Dolores Schoner

January 2
Robert Goodman

Larry Ostrow

January 6
Jimmy Goldman

January 7
Joy Caraway

Steven Levine

January 8
Michelle Marlowe

January 9
Alan Rosenthal



'Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the universe, 
who hath created joy & gladness, 

bridegroom and bride, mirth and exultation, 
pleasure and delight, love and brotherhood, 

peace and friendship.' 

Happy
Anniversary

 JANUARY 2024

January 2
Alyssa & Mark Faulkenberg

January 15
Glenn & Jodi Kessler

January 16
Daniel  & Tina Steiner

January 20
Rachel Schneider & Bryce Adams

January 25
Sarah & Joel Dushkin

January 27
Melvyn & Dorothye Abels



YAHRZEITS
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May their 

memory be 

for a blessing.

January 1 
Seymour Feldstein

Carl Guinn
Celia Hoffman

January 2 
Herbert Ellison

Serena Angelina Font

January 3 
Leon Mucasey

January 4 
Marvin Baer
Jay Jayaram

January 5 
Marvin Betesh

Rose Hoffer
Cleo Wheeler

January 6 
Rachel Batogower

Harry Kipnis

January 7 
Anna Pincus
Max Pincus

January 8 
Betty Fink

Paul Richman
Ruth Stern

January 9 
Benjamin Katz

January 10 
Ruth Brown

January 11 
Erwin Cahn

Lucille Shapiro

January 12 
Elisa Mitrani

January 13 
Michael Danziger

Frank Fink
Sally Nicholas

January 14 
Ira Baren

Harold Ruderman
Joseph Schwartz

January 15 
Cecilia Velasquez

January 16 
Melvin Meyers

January 17 
Jeffrey Mark Asnes

Elaine Kissinger
Bernie Rosen

January 20 
Ruth Miller

January 21 
Ethel Levine

January 23 
Sam Betesh

Julio Rodriguez

January 24 
Nettie Finberg

Rebecca Kaplan
Sonia Philipson

Matilde Rodriguez

January 26 
Gertrude Raskin

 Friedman

January 27 
Lillian Klein
Sylvan Stern

January 29 
Joseph Lefkowits
Eleanor Morgan

Freda Witrick

January 31 
Morris Elitzky

Ruth Hoff
Harry Schnitzer



CAMPCAMP

Read more

The Jewish Federation of Greater Houston is now accepting need-based scholarship
applications for Jewish overnight summer camp and Israel travel, including gap-year
programs. Scholarships enable children and teens to participate in transformative

Jewish educational experiences.

https://www.houstonjewish.org/camp-israel-scholarships/


January

 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

2 0 2 4

87 109 11 1312

1514 1716 18 2019

2221 2423 25 2726

2928 3130   

1 32 4 65

7p Shir Shabbat

9a Religious 
School

1p Private 
Event

NO RELIGIOUS 
SCHOOL

1p Private 
Event

9a Religious 
School

1p Private 
Event

9a Religious 
School

1p Private 
Event

7p Shabbat
via Zoom

7p Shabbat
via Zoom

7p Tu Bishvat
Seder & 
Shabbat
service

TU BISHVAT

11:30a JULIET
luncheon

6:30p Cub
Scouts

7p 

9a Pack 1133
Pinewood

Derby

1p Book Club

10a Youth Day 
of Service



CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Joanne Must           
In memory of  Cheryl  Reznik                      
    Mr. & Mrs.  Steven Raskin

CARING COMMITTEE FUND        
Ms. Carol  Katz
In honor of  Frada Boxer’s  birthday                        
    Ms. Joanne Must

DORA & DANIEL SOFFAR OPERATING FUND        
In memory of  Ed Bersin               
    Mr.  & Mrs.  Michael  Bersin
In honor of  Frada Boxer's  birthday                        
    Mr.  & Mrs.  Larry Ostrow
    Sandra Lessig
In memory of  Karen McGinnis                 
    Richard &Ilene Ahearn
In memory of  Sophie Rodriguez               
    Mr. & Mrs.  David Rosen

ONEG SPONSOR             
Harry & Leticia Himmelstein
In honor of  Frada Boxer's  75th birthday               
    George Starkshall  & Frada Boxer

SECURITY FUND              
In honor of  Frada Boxer’s  birthday                        
    Mr.  & Mrs.  Steven Raskin
In honor of  Dr.  Waghalter's  Bar Mitzvah                             
    Mr.  & Mrs.  Glenn Kessler

STRATEGIC GROWTH FUND        
In memory of  Karen McGinnis May her memory be a blessing            
    Larry and Judy Ostrow
In honor of  Irene Helsinger's  70th Birthday                       
    Ms. Carol  Cooper
In honor of  Frada Boxer's  75th Birthday               
    Ms.  Carol  Cooper

BETH EL
DONATIONS

DECEMBER
2023

Thank you to everyone who made a coffee donation for
the Fort Bend Meals on Wheels congregate sites.  These

sites provide day activities for all seniors in Fort Bend
County.  The most important part of their morning

activities, aside from BINGO and conversation is having a
delicious cup of coffee.  

Your donations will ensure this happens every day!


