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The mission of Congregation Beth El shall be to maintain a
place of worship for the Reform Jewish Community, as the
Center of Jewish Life in Fort Bend, County. It is to advance
Jewish education, promote Jewish Culture and provide
facilities for social interaction. We will achieve this by
conducting ourselves in accordance with our name “House
of GOD.”

Congregation Beth El is affiliated with the Union for Reform
Judaism. Becoming a synagogue member and joining a
Jewish community is a deeply personal experience. We
warmly welcome those who seek to be part of our
congregation, regardless of age, marital status, race, or
sexual orientation. We encourage you to meet the many
wonderful people who are a part of our kehillah k’dosha.
We seek to create a close-knit community bonded together
by the highest ideals of our faith. Most importantly, Beth El
provides a warm and welcoming environment that like
family is ready to extend a hand to all who seek to enrich
their faith in Judaism, support for the State of Israel, and
become engaged in the community. 
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about how we are grateful  for the t ime when
we checked ourselves and spoke respectful ly
to the service agent even though we were
aggravated?  How we were surprised by the
beautiful  response we got back from a
teacher,  a coworker,  or a cashier when we
gave them a thank you note just because.
Imagine a world where we treat each other
with kindness.  I t ’s  true that one smile can
lead to another smile.  One act of  compassion
can lead to another act of  compassion. Let us
al l  be posit ive role models for the next
generation of adults/our future leaders.  

Glenn has made it  a habit  to look at the
name tags of the people who are helping us,
using their  names,  and lett ing them know
they are important and appreciated. I  too
started doing this and I  can tel l  you the
response has been overwhelmingly posit ive.  
 I  am throwing out a Chal lenge: every day for
just 1 week,  thank the person helping you,
send a kind email ,  do a random act of
kindness that you feel  wi l l  bring a moment of
happiness to someone else.   I  promise you;
this wi l l  change your mood as much as the
person you are reaching out to.  Try i t !  What
do have to lose,  stress?

From the President

I  thank you for reading the words above
and I  ask that you please read them again
slowly.  Please,  I  wi l l  wait .

A fr iend of mine was tel l ing me how hurt
and disrespected she felt  at  work on a
particularly busy day.  I  know how much
time and effort  she puts into each day.  I
know how much she loves her job and
how she helps the people around her.
What happened was not okay.  

Now a days it  seems that the feel ing of
entit lement is  being taken to a new high,
or I  real ly should say to a new low. Kids
hear how adults talk to the cashier at  the
register,  the salesperson at the store,
coworkers,  teachers,  nurses,  and so on.
What are we teaching them? Aren’t  we
supposed to be their  mentors?  How many
teachers are leaving the profession they
once loved due to stress and the feel ing
of being disrespected? How many of you
come home from work emotional ly spent? 

Thanksgiving is  coming up and if  your
conversations are anything l ike my
family ’s ,  you wil l  be talking about how
you are grateful  for this or grateful  for
that.   These conversations are important
and l ike Yom Kippur,  give us the
opportunity to look inward. Wouldn’t  i t  be
wonderful  i f  each of us could talk

I  hope everyone has a wonderful
Thanksgiving.  Enjoy the scrumptious food
and great company!  Happy Thanksgiving!

Jodi  Kessler



Jewish communal life has reached an inflection

point. Over the past 50 years or so, there has been

such a substantial social change, from feminism to

civil rights, to mental health awareness, to a better

understanding of gender, to a general opening up of

society. And technological change, from the advent

of personal computers to cell phones, to the internet

and AI. And if we thought things were changing

really quickly before, the pandemic showed up to say

“hold my beer!” 

Judaism has changed right along with the rest of the

world, and it’s changing more rapidly at this

historical moment, in large part due to the

pandemic’s ramping up of social evolution. We can,

and ought to, guide that change, proactively and

democratically. 

It is more important now than it has been in our

lifetimes to have real conversations about the

meaning and direction of Judaism into the future. We

are all called to and must be included in the process

of steering our faith tradition and our community in

particular, to doing some dreaming, some imagining,

some decision making. 

Beth El is celebrating 40 years as a kehilah

kedoshah, a holy community. With change whirling

around us, it is incumbent on all of us to take part in

guiding our shul into the future. Everything is on the

table, from worship to holiday celebrations, to

education, to the very way we structure our

organization. Everyone’s thoughts and viewpoints

are necessary. And no one’s is more important than

another’s.

The most important element of all of it is meaning.

Relevance, authenticity. It has to be real, it has to be

compelling, and it has to be relevant and meaningful

in our lives. 

From the Cantor
BETH EL 360
What is it?  Why is it?

I am thrilled to introduce to you a new initiative at

Congregation Beth El. It’s called Beth El 360, and it

has been in the planning stages for several years. 

Beth El 360 will consist of small gatherings, ideally

at private homes, to socialize, have a nosh together,

and engage in a “360 discussion”. 

360 discussions are composed of open-ended

questions to learn about yourself and others in order

to promote meaningful and authentic community

relationships. 360 means we all care about the full

view of each other as a person. The conversations

will be facilitated and will be no more than an hour

and a half. 

Everyone in the congregation will eventually be

invited to join a gathering. There is of course no

obligation to attend, and if attending, no obligation to

share your thoughts.

There are many, diverse goals of Beth El 360.

Fostering connections with other people in our

congregational family. Some you may already know--

you’ll learn something new about them, Others you

may be meeting for the first time--a chance to make

a new friend.

Getting to know each other -- and ourselves -- on a

deeper level, leads to personal and communal

growth 

Using the exploration in these gatherings to

ultimately inform the direction we steer the

congregation collectively. 

Carving out time to explore issues of substance, and

issues of worth, and grow from the experience. 

I could not be more excited about Beth El 360! I

plan to attend as many gatherings as possible, and I

cannot wait to engage with all of you. I am so eager

to hear more about your thoughts, your ideas, your

wisdom, and more importantly, for us all to listen to

each other.

Look out for your invitation, and I look forward to

having our 360 conversations soon!



For  14 years ,  at  the beg inn ing of  the ho l iday season ,  every  Fort
Bend Meals  on Wheels  c l ient  rece ives  a  g i ft  of  a  gender-neutra l
towel  set  and a  persona l  i tem.  

Jo in  us  in  support ing th is  ho l iday mitzvah by br ing ing a  NEW
gender-neutra l  towel  set ,  inc lud ing a  bath towel ,  hand towel ,  and
washc loth .  P lease a lso  donate persona l  care  i tems of  shampoo,
cond it ioner ,  and body wash .  Each sen ior  wi l l  rece ive  one of  each .

Donat ions can be brought  to  our  in-person Shabbat  serv ices  Nov 4 ,
or  Nov 11  or  to  our  Sunday morn ing Re l ig ious  Schoo l  sess ions Nov
6,  or  Nov 13 .

Don 't  have t ime to  shop?  No prob lem!   C l ick  here for  our  Amazon
wish l i st .   At  checkout  se lect  the sh ipp ing address  opt ion :  Er in 's
G ift  Reg istry  Address and your  order  wi l l  be  sh ipped d i rect ly  to
CBE.

Celebrate

HANUKKAH
Beth El  partners with Fort Bend Seniors for
the Annual  Senior Hol iday Dr ive

Quest ions?
admin@bethe ltx .org

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/ZQBI0KZFARJ6?type=wishlist
mailto:admin@betheltx.org


It's

Time

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4
6p Dinner & 7p Service

 

NO CHARGE FOR DINNER
Menu includes:  beef  hot dogs,
beans,  potato salad,  chips and

smores!

Wear your
pajamas,
bring a

flashlight,
and

blankets,RSVP by Nov 3
by clicking here

https://www.betheltx.org/event/firstfridayshabbat


Virtual Shir
Shabbat Service 
Nov 18, 7 PM

Congregation Beth El

Get your questions ready for Ask the Cantor!
 

led by Cantor Waghalter 
& Alan & Ann Schneider 



Tue, Nov 15 | 7 PM 
hosted by Marilyn Carlin

November's Selection:
The Sweetness of Water by Nathan Harris

 
CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT

THE BOOK AND TO RSVP

BOOK CLUB
the BETH EL 

http://www.betheltx.org/event/CBEBOOKCLUB


The Congregation Beth El R.O.M.E.O. meeting
will be Friday, November 18 at Noon 

at Bagel Express
4670 Hwy 6 S - Sugar Land

ROMEO - Retired Old Men Eating Out
Schmooze & Chewz wit da Jewz

 

 

Questions? 
Call or text Steve Raskin @ 713-822-1883

 

R.O.M.E.O.
RETIRED OLD MEN EATING OUT

https://www.betheltx.org/event/traderjoe


NOVEMBER
EVENTS

C O N T A C T  B A R B  Z A C K  A T  8 1 3 - 3 4 0 - 8 8 1 9
 W I T H  A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S  O R  C O N C E R N S

REGULAR CURRENT EVENTS - IN PERSON
AT BETH EL
12:30p Bring Your Lunch
  1:00p Discussion starts

8th

22nd
REGULAR CURRENT EVENTS - IN PERSON
AT BETH EL
12:30p Bring Your Lunch
  1:00p Discussion starts





Upcoming EventsUpcoming EventsUpcoming Events
NovemberNovemberNovember

4:   Family,  Friends & Fun Shabbat -  7p

6:   Religious School -  9a
     Private Event -  1p

7:   CBE Kitchen Clean Up - 10:30a

8:   AOA Current Events -  12:30p

11:   VETERANS DAY
      Erev Shabbat service -  7p

12:   Playdate Shabbat -  9:30a

13:   Religious School -  9a
      Private Event -  1p

15:   CBE Book Club - 7p

16:   Cub Scout Pack 1985 -  6:30p

18:   Zoom Shabbat Service -  7p

20:  NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
       Trader Joe's  Trip -  11a
       Private Event -  1p

22:   AOA Current Events -  12:30p

23:   Private Event -  6p

24:   THANKSGIVING DAY

25:   Erev Shabbat Service -  7p

27:   NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
       Private Event -  1p

29:   Private Event -  6p



  N O V E M B E R    2 0 2 2

NOVEMBER 5 
Marcia Forbes

 
NOVEMBER 6 
Daniel  Steiner
 Tina Steiner 

 
NOVEMBER 8 
Haley Rosales

 Luke Okie
 

NOVEMBER 10 
Elizabeth Newlin
 Charlotte Krantz

 Nicholas Ettinger 
 

NOVEMBER 14 
Anna Gratz

 
NOVEMBER 15 

Betty Braun
 Dora Pincus

 
 

NOVEMBER 16 
Jodi  Bernstein
 Rivka Ettinger

 
NOVEMBER 17 

Howard Katz
 

NOVEMBER 19 
Margaret  Rosenzweig 

 
NOVEMBER 22 
Brian Raywid 

 
NOVEMBER 24 

Madeline Marlowe
 

NOVEMBER 25 
Carol  Katz

 Wendy Warren 
 

NOVEMBER 28 
Michael  Bersin

 
NOVEMBER 30 
Marilyn Gorel



'Blessed art thou, 
O Lord our God, 

King of the universe, 
who hath created
 joy & gladness, 

bridegroom and bride, 
mirth and exultation, 
pleasure and delight, 

love and brotherhood, 
peace and friendship.' 

Happy
Anniversary

NOVEMBER
2022

NOVEMBER 4 
ROBERT & LISA GOODMAN

 
NOVEMBER 6 

BRIAN RAYWID & PAT ROSE
 

NOVEMBER 24 
EDWARD & MARILYN CARLIN

BILL & ELLEN ASNES
 

NOVEMBER 28 
GILAD BARAM & KAREN MOODY



YAHRZEITS
N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 2

May their 
memory be 
for a 
blessing.

NOVEMBER 1
Harry Dobr in 

 Marcus Kauf ler
 

NOVEMBER 2
Fr ieda Cahn

 Darrel lyn Soffar
 Ethel  Stern

 
NOVEMBER 3
Alan Caplan 

 
NOVEMBER 5
Maury Berger

 Richard Claghorn 
 

NOVEMBER 6
L inda Mel lman

 
NOVEMBER 7

Ear l  Gorel  
 

NOVEMBER 10
Wil l iam Warren

 
NOVEMBER 1 1

Henry Wertheimer 
 

NOVEMBER 13
I sak Spor

David L inzer 
 

NOVEMBER 14
Evelyn Bres low

Irv ing Raskin
 

NOVEMBER 15
Jack Cohen

 
NOVEMBER 16
I s rael  R Cohen

 Y.  Mike Wormser 
 

NOVEMBER 17
Sol  Olan 

Kenneth Topletz 
 

NOVEMBER 18
Adel  Stern

 Michael  L i f tman 
 

NOVEMBER 19
Dave Abels

 
NOVEMBER 20

Laurence R Fr iedman 
 

NOVEMBER 23
L i l l ian Drew Krantz

 
NOVEMBER 24
Wil l iam Kaplan

 
NOVEMBER 25

Rae Zackim
 

NOVEMBER 26
George Cohen

 
NOVEMBER 27

Herbert  Goodman
 Peter L ipman
 Yetta Sporn

 Rose Rosenberg
 

NOVEMBER 28
Sidney Schoner 

 
NOVEMBER 29

Hyman Poscovsky
 

NOVEMBER 30
Samuel  Barenbaum





SHOFARSHOFAR
LESSONSLESSONS

Have you ever
wanted to learn
how to blow a

shofar?

BEGINNING JAN 2023

admin@betheltx.org

EMAIL US  TODAY TO ADD YOUR
NAME TO THE INTEREST LIST

mailto:admin@betheltx.org


KATIE GOODMAN
TUTORING

GIVE ME A CALL AT (832) 428-4738
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

A V A I L A B L E  N O W !

Fort Bend ISD Teacher

Certified in PK-6th grade - all subjects including
Special Education and Dyslexia


