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WELCOME

to another look into our active community
I’d like to welcome you all to the thirty-first issue of Chai at
Beth El magazine. This magazine serves as an extension of
our community, with articles written by some of our talented
members of this community,
As we begin 2021 still social distancing, wearing masks, and
praying for the safety and well-being of our friends and loved
ones, Chai at Beth El will continue to be a conduit of
information from the Beth El community to include all virtual
activities, as well as words of encouragement, adult education
and family involvement within the synagogue, Fort Bend
County and the Jewish community at large.
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As the CBE campus remains closed, visit our website calendar
at www.betheltx.org/calendar and there you will find Zoom
links to all our public events.

MARILYN GOREL

My family and I extend a most heartfelt Happy New Year, and
we cannot wait to see everyone in shul again!
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My fellow congregants,
Happy new year! And what a year it has been. Dealing with the
unstoppable COVID-19, switching our services to being online, and
wearing a mask everywhere we go. With the glow of Hanukkah and its
lighted menorahs in our past, it is good to reflect on what we have in our
lives that make us feel special and loved. As we
turn to the next chapter for 2021, hope is renewed as we look forward to
what
will come. We hope to see the vaccines get rolled out safely and quickly.
We
hope to be able to freely get together with our friends and family. We
hope to pray together in our little shul. There is a light at the end of the
tunnel, and we hope it comes soon. In the meantime, please keep safe,
stay in touch, and continue to support our community.
Sincerely,
Michael Bersin
President

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS
During the month of December, we were fortunate enough to have Ava Gadon, our ISJL fellow, visit with us
virtually. We were blessed to have her lead us in Havdalah, the Lighting of the Hanukkah Candles as well our
fun programming. Part of the Saturday program was to share a creation you have made or one you would
like to make. Participants were given fifteen minutes to be creative. There were many creative ideas shared
and below is a list:
Dreidel bumper cars; a Menorah made from wine glasses; a Menorah designed and using family members to
hold the candles, including hamsters; 3D spinnable brownie dreidels; felt menorah made in our preschool; salt
and pepper shakers in the shape of a dreidel; animal Hanukkah shirts and bandanas; Texas-sized dreidel;
Lulav in conjunction with menorah for the third night; Beer bottle menorah
There were so many wonderful ideas and stories. Thank you to Ava for providing this fun program for our
congregation!
On Sunday morning during Religious School, we sang Oh Dreidel, Dreidel Dreidel, I made you out of clay.
We were then led by Ava Gadon on how to make our very own clay dreidels. Thank you to the students who
helped to provide me with some pictures!
Although we would love for our Religious
School to return face to face, we are going
to remain virtual until at least Spring break.
At the end of February, we will reassess
where we are in terms of returning to the
building. In the meantime, our hopes and
prayers are for everyone to stay safe and healthy!
If you have any questions about these events or
Religious School, please feel free to reach out to
me at Religiousschool@betheltx.org
B’Shalom,
Michele Croft

SUNDAY
JANUARY 10
10:00AM
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM INFORMATION
WWW.BETHELTX.ORG/EVENT/STRONGFIT
Congregation Beth El’s very own Yaffa Steubinger will
offer another one of her “Strong & Fit Strength Training"
classes, a total body workout using light weights and
repetition. Dress comfortably and wear your athletic
shoes, grab your weights or dumbbells (or a couple of
cans of soup), and your mat and Zoom into this meeting
on Sunday, December 13. The actual class is from 10
a.m. – 11 a.m. but try to log on about 9:45 a.m. in order
for Yaffa to acquaint you with some form techniques.
No experience necessary! The class is designed for
beginners to intermediate exercisers, as well as teens
and adults. Yaffa will offer ways to modify some of the
moves to accommodate different abilities.

The CBE
Temple Treasures
gift shop is open
online
DON'T

The CBE Active Older Adults group invites
members and friends 65+ to our virtual
Current Events lunch and discussion.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
January 12 and 26
The Zoom meeting room will open
at 12:30 pm so we can have lunch
together, then move into a lively
current event discussion at
approximately 1:30pm.
Again, lunch is Optional.
An adult beverage, however,
IS HIGHLY recommended.
CLICK HERE FOR
ZOOM INFORMATION
WWW.BETHELTX.ORG/EVENT/AOA

FORGET

www.betheltx.org/cbegiftshop

THE SYNAGOGUE OFFICE
WILL BE CLOSED
DEC 31 & JAN 1,
reopening JAN 4
Should you need emergency
assistance please reach out to a
board member

LET'S TALK ABOUT GRIEF, TRAUMA, RESILIENCE, AND HEALING

AUTHOR DISCUSSION

TURTLE
BOY

Thursday, 6 PM
January 7
in partnership with
Temple Israel
Tallahasse, Florida
All Invited!

RSVP AT WWW.TEMPLEISRAELTLH.ORG/FORM/TURTLEBOYAUTHOR

COMING SOON TO THE CHAI MAGAZINE STRAIGHT TO YOU

Joanne’s
Yenta Center
Let me introduce myself-My name is Joanne Must
and I have been a party faithful of CBE since
1997.CBE has been my home and community. A
place where I was accepted, where my children got
consecrated, Bar/Bat Mitzvahed, and confirmed. A
place where I also got B’nai Mitzvahed. A place
where I met and still maintain my closest friends and
a place full of the most kind-hearted compassionate
people in the world. During this pandemic, it has
been hard to maintain our sense of community. CBE
is doing a wonderful job. The purpose of this column,
contrary to its name is not to spread gossip but to
get to know each other better. Again, to reconnect
with each other and connect with those that we
might not know as well. I will be contacting a
different member or family each month and
highlighting them in this column. You may find
someone you didn’t know that comes from your
hometown, (I did find out, to my chagrin, not
everyone comes from Brooklyn), or has a similar
hobby or works in the same industry, or before
everyone stayed at home, was a stay at home
parent. Be prepared to get my call and answer some
questions. Let’s do our best in these times to stay
connected. From Linus and myself, we wish you a
happy and safe holiday season.

Happy New Year to ALL! We survived the year 2020 and years from now we will have many stories
to share with our loved ones. Join us January 1st for the first Shabbat of the New 2021 Year! We
will end the service with a prayer and a toast for a healthy and peaceful year.

A little braver when the skies are gray,
A little stronger when the road seems long,
A little more of patience throughout the day,
And not so quick to magnify a wrong.
These are my goals not beyond my power,
Not dreams of glory, beautiful but vain,
Not the great heights where buds of genius flower.
But simple splendors which I ought to gain,
These I can do and be from day to day,
Along the humble pathway where I plod.
WWW.BETHELTX.ORG/EVENT/VIRTUALSHABBAT

SHABBAT GUEST SPEAKER
FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 - 7:00 PM

Randy Czarlinsky
Director AJC Houston
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Best Cantor in Texas

Superb Leader of the
Fort Bend Jewish Community
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Join us
with:

Rabbi Ariel Sholklapper
Shir Shabbat Singers

Friday, January 29 - 7pm
Get Zoom link here
www.betheltx.org/event/virtualshabbat

JONAH AND THE MEANING OF OUR
LIVES WITH RABBI STEVEN BOB
VIRTUAL SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE WEEKEND
FEBRUARY 12 & 13, 2021
In Pirke Avot 5:26 Ben Bag Bag famously teaches, “Turn
it Turn it for it contains everything.” While most people
take these words to describe the Torah, for Rabbi
Steven Bob they describe the Book of Jonah. This short
book of the Bible along with the explanations of the
classic commentators provides answers to the most
important questions which people ask about their lives:
Who am I? Why am I here? What provides meaning to
my life? In his presentation Rabbi Bob will explore these
Big Questions drawing upon the commentaries to
Jonah, other biblical and rabbinic sources as well as,
personal anecdotes, literature, history, and popular
culture. Rabbi Steven Bob is the author of ‘Jonah and
the Meaning of Our Lives: A verse by Verse
Contemporary Commentary JPS 2016 and Go To
Nineveh: Medieval Jewish Commentaries on the Book
of Jonah Wipf and Stock 2013. Rabbi Bob served as
Senior Rabbi of Congregation Etz Chaim in Lombard, Il.
for 35 years.
Rabbi Bob is currently an adjunct faculty member at
Wheaton College and Elmhurst University, where he is
also a founder of the Holocaust Education Program.
He is a leader of the faculty of Olin-Sang-Ruby Union
Institute and a recipient of the Samuel Cook Award for
Lifetime Achievement in Youth Work from the CCAR
and Rabbi Mordecai Simon Award from the Chicago
Board of Rabbis.

Rabbi Bob will be speaking
at the Friday night service,
Feb 12 at 7pm and at Torah
Study, Saturday, Feb 13 at
10 am - Zoom link here

EVERY MONDAY AT NOON
ON THE CBE FACEBOOK PAGE

QUESTION
OF THE

WEEK
@betheltx
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AND BE ON THE
LOOK OUT FOR THE FIRST QUESTION OF 2021

TORAH STUDY
10AM
IN JANUARY
Jan 2- Led by Cantor Ralph Katz; Feb 6 - Led by George Starkshall
Mar 6 - Led by Alan and Annie Schnieder; Apr 3 - Led by Rachel and David Rosen
May 1- Led by Carol Schorn
Zoom link can be found at www.betheltx.org/event/torahstudy

JANUARY 2021

FEBRUARY 2021

1: HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Shabbat Service, 7p
2: Torah Study, 10a
3: NO RS
7: Turtle Boy - Author Discussion, 6p
8: Shir Shabbat Service, 7p
10: RS resumes, 9a
Strong & Fit, 10a
12: AOA, 12:30p
15: Shabbat Service, 7p
17: NO RS
22: Shabbat Service, 7p
24: RS, 9a
26: AOA, 12:30p
29: Shabbat Service, 7p
31: RS, 9a

5: Shir Shabbat Service, 7p
7: RS, 9a
9: AOA, 12:30p
12: Shabbat Service, 7p
13: Torah Study, 10a
SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE WEEKEND 12 - 13
14: NO RS
19: Shabbat Service, 7p
21: RS, 9am
23: AOA, 12:30p
25: Purim Shpiel, 7p
26: Shabbat Service, 7p
28: RS, 9a
:

WHAT CAN I ACCESS ON THE BETHEL WEBSITE?
PUBLIC (without logging in)
1. A b r i e f h i s t o r y o f B e t h E l a n d w h a t B e t h E l h a s
to offer our community. Introduction to Our
Clergy, Our Staff, and Our Leadership. Our
monthly Chai at Beth El Magazine.
2. W o r s h i p a n d H o l i d a y s
3. O u r C o m m u n i t y ; B E F T Y , B r o t h e r h o o d , S e n i o r s ,
Gift Shop, and Of Blessed Memory.
4. E d u c a t i o n o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n c l u d i n g R e l i g i o u s
School, Teens, and URJExperiences
5. C a l e n d a r o f e v e n t s a t B e t h E l ,
6. M e m b e r s h i p I n f o r m a t i o n B e t h E l .

7. Donations and Tributes

MEMBERS (Logging in)
All of the tabs without logging in, as well as:
1. D i r e c t o r y
2. M y A c c o u n t : c o n t a i n s y o u r m e m b e r
information
3. M y P r o f i l e : u p d a t e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t y o u
4. B i l l i n g : v i e w y o u r t r a n s a c t i o n s / s u b m i t a
payment
5. M y E v e n t s : q u i c k v i e w o f e v e n t s r e g i s t e r e d f o r
6. M a n a g e M e m b e r s : a d d / e d i t p e o p l e i n y o u r
household
7. M a n a g e Y a h r z e i t s : a d d / e d i t y a h r z e i t t o b e
reminded of the date

Happy Birthday!
JANUARY 2021
January 1

January 14

Dolores Schoner

Miriam Melasky

January 2

January 15

Robert Goodman

Judy Ostrow

Larry Ostrow

January 16
January 6

Eunice Reiter

Jimmy Goldman

January 17
January 7

Howard Hochman

Joy Caraway
Steven Levine

January 18
Irene Helsinger

January 8
Michelle Marlowe

January 19
Michele Croft

January 10

Liam Meyerson

Nathan Simoneaux

January 20
January 11

Scarlett Nickels

Olivia Kathleen Nevo

Lorin Nussbaum

Eli Meyerson

January 22
January 12

Sharon Mothner

Linda Rushefsky

January 26
January 13
Michael Cohen

Mark Warren

ad meah v’esrim
– “MAY YOU LIVE UNTIL 120!

Happy
Anniversary!
JANUARY 2021
January 15
Glenn & Jodi Kessler

January 16
Daniel & Tina Steiner

January 20
Bryce Adams & Rachel Schneider

January 27
Melvyn & Dorothye Abels

Not a man without woman nor a woman without a man, nor
the two together without the presence of God.
“God made the soul as a sphere cut in two, half in one
body, half in another. When the halves come together, the
primordial, original love is aroused; that love which
existed before time and space.”
(Adapted

from

kabbalistic

quote

found

in

Kitvai

HaRambam

and

Moshe

Idel,

Kabbalah

and

Eros)

YAHRZEITS
JANUARY 2021
January 1

January 10

January 20

Anna Sarah Cohen

Marguerite Claghorn

Elaine Kissinger

Celia Hoffman

Anna Pincus

Bernie Rosen

January 11

January 21

January 2

Erwin Cahn

David Ackerman

Herbert Ellison

Betty Fink

Serena Angelina Font

Ruth Stern

Joseph Schwartz

January 24
Nettie Finberg

January 3

January 13

Rebecca Kaplan

Leon Mucasey

Frank Fink

Ethel Levine

January 4

January 14

January 26

Marvin Baer

Steven Rosen

James Gurry

Jay Jayaram

Lucille Shapiro

Julio Rodriguez

January 5

January 15

January 27

Marvin Betesh

Claude Dreyfuss

Lillian Klein

Rose Hoffer

Elisa Mitrani

Matilde Rodriguez

January 16

January 28

January 6

Michael Danziger

Gilby Kotzen

Rachel Batogower

Melvin Meyers

Ben Katz

Sally Nicholas

Cleo Wheeler

Harry Kipnis

January 7

January 17
Ira Baren
Harold Ruderman

January 29
Gertrude Raskin Friedman
Joseph Lefkowits
Eleanor Morgan

Max Pincus

Freda Witrick

January 9

January 31

Jeffrey Mark Asnes

Morris Elitzky
Ruth Hoff
Sy Williams

Condolences to the family and friends of Cele Keeper, Richard Weisberg,
Marty Marlowe & Ricardo Teverovsky may their memory be for a blessing.
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