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Todah Rabah from the I HEART Jewish Madison 
Tzedakah Campaign

Jewish Federation of 
Madison Welcomes Alan 
Klugman

 The 2018 Tzedakah Campaign ~ I 
Heart Jewish Madison has officially 
come to a close, and we are pleased to 
report, that $936,797 was raised thanks 
to the generosity of 579 donors. Thank 
you for investing in a place for everyone 
in our community, at every age and 
stage, with your contribution.
 Your generosity helped create 
connections and strong Jewish 
experiences that build lifelong 
friendships and networks of support 
for our children and their families 
through Gan HaYeled Preschool and 
Camp Shalom. You helped build 
community and keep it strong through 
shared celebrations of Jewish life such 
as the Hava Nagila Jewish Community 
Picnic, by collectively honoring shared 
history through the Yom HaShoah 
service and program, and by providing 
a serene and welcoming space to those 
who mourn through the Jewish Burial 
Association of Madison. You helped 
nourish education by supporting Judaic 
studies for teens through Midrasha 
Hebrew High School and Hebrew classes 
for children and adults. You secured a 
Jewish future when you supported the 
development of young leaders through 
Future Directions and a Jewish home for 
college students through UW Hillel and 
Chabad at UW. You helped strengthen 
bonds with Israel through people to 
people exchanges like our Community 
Israeli Shlichim and Partnership2Gether.

 What’s more, through our innovative 
partnership programs, you helped those 
in need by supporting struggling families 
and enriching the lives of seniors here in 
Madison through Jewish Social Services 
and feeding, clothing and comforting 
people throughout the world through 
the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee and the Jewish Agency for 
Israel. You made sure Jewish voices 
are heard by local and state leaders 
through Wisconsin Jewish Conference 
and federally through Federation’s 
Washington DC office. You helped 
ensure all this and more with your single 
gift.
 We would also like to thank our 
incredible volunteers, without whom 
the success of this campaign would not 
have been possible. We are inspired 
and humbled by the commitment, 
passion, and hard work contributed by 
our Campaign co-chairs, Jeremy Tunis 
and Michelle Poliak-Tunis and Dan and 
Carey Weiss, as well as our dedicated 
team of donor engagers.
 THANK YOU for supporting a 
place for everyone in our community, 
at every age and stage, by contributing 
to the 2018 Tzedakah Campaign ~ I 
Heart Jewish Madison. Our hearts are 
full of appreciation and gratitude for 
your partnership in supporting what we 
love and together making sure our local 
and global community thrive. TODAH 
RABAH!

 After an extensive search, with 
several highly qualified candidates, we 
are delighted to announce that Alan 
Klugman begins February 5, 2019 as 
the Jewish Federation of Madison’s 
interim executive director. Alan’s 
warmth, experience, and passion for 
Jewish communal service make him an 
excellent choice as our interim executive 
director. He has served as the executive 
director of the Jewish Federation of Palm 
Springs and Desert Area, as FRD director 
of the Jewish Community Federation of 
Greater Louisville, Campaign director 
of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Springfield (MA), and as director of the 
Metropolitan Division for the Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies of Greater 
Boston. Alan has also served as national 
executive director of ORT America. 
A professional with vast fundraising 
experience, Alan is known for creative 
event management as well as marketing 
and PR strategies for outreach, along 
with systems development.
 A fluent Hebrew speaker who lived in 
Jerusalem, Israel for an extended period, 
Alan believes strongly in the partnership 
between Israel and North American 
Jewry. While serving the Jewish 
Community Federation of Louisville, 
Alan led the JFNA Partnership 
Consortium that twinned 12 midwestern 
Jewish Federation communities with the 
Western Galilee Region of Israel. Of his 
new position, Klugman noted that the 
opportunity to return to the Federation 
system at a time when much work lies 
ahead to re-envision its role in Jewish 

By Debbie Minkoff
President of Jewish Federation of Madison

communal life is something he is very 
excited about.
 Last September, JFM’s board of 
directors decided to search for an 
interim executive director, before hiring 
a permanent executive director. We felt 
we needed time to clarify our needs 
and spend time on self-reflection as an 
organization before committing to a 
permanent executive. Alan’s extensive 
experience as a proven leader in the 
Federation system, background in social 
work, and resource development success 
will help guide JFM going forward.
 As President, I look forward to 
working closely with and learning 
from Alan, as he acclimates to his new 
position.  Join me in welcoming Alan 
and Orly Klugman to Madison.
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Sacred Burial Plots Secured for Madison Jewish 
Community
By Jim Stein
President of Jewish Burial Association of Madison
JBAM is a beneficiary organization of the Jewish Federation of Madison
 The Jewish Burial Association 
of Madison (JBAM) is honored to 
announce that it achieved its dream 
of securing sacred burial space for the 
Madison Jewish community. JBAM 
finalized acquisition of 1272 plots in 
the Beit Olamim Jewish section of 
Sunset Memory Gardens, assuring that 
the burial needs of the Madison Jewish 
community will be met well into the 
future.
 This accomplishment was made 

possible by the generosity of the Irwin 
A. and Robert D. Goodman Foundation 
which provided a two-part gift to JBAM: 
a generous loan to purchase all plots in 
the Jewish cemetery and a $183,000 
gift to develop, install, and landscape 
an entry road to Beit Olamim. The road 
will provide easy and direct access to the 
Jewish cemetery from Westfield Road, 
along its north and eastern border.
 “We are grateful to the Irwin A. and 
Robert D. Goodman Foundation for 

providing funding to secure the cemetery 
plots and for beautification of Beit 
Olamim,” said James Stein, President of 
JBAM. “Jewish laws surrounding death 
and burial are among the most serious 
commandments. They are the way we 
honor the departed for eternity and are 
the last good deed we do for someone 
before they leave this world,” said Stein.  
“Where a person is buried is a sacred 
place where we can connect to the soul 
of the departed.”
 “The Irwin A. and Robert D. 
Goodman Foundation is honored to 
carry on the philanthropic work of Irwin 
and Robert Goodman in support of the 
Jewish community of Madison,” said 
E.G. Schramka, Executive Director 
of the Foundation. We were excited to 
help JBAM make this purchase and to 
implement its landscaping plan that will 
transform Beit Olamim into a beautiful, 
serene, and spiritual environment.  We 
know how much this means to the 
Madison Jewish community.”

About JBAM and Beit Olamim
 Beit Olamim was established in 2009 
due to a shortage of Jewish burial plots in 
the Madison area.  It is located in Sunset 
Memory Gardens cemetery at 7302 
Mineral Point Road.  It has two distinct 
areas for burial: Sha’ar HaRachamin (a 
section in which plots are available for 

burial in accordance with halachah and 
traditional Jewish burial practices) and 
Sha’ar Shalom (a section in which plots 
are available for burial in accordance 
with less traditional Jewish burial 
practices, particularly for inclusion of 
families with non-Jewish members and 
that allows burial of cremains). JBAM 
manages Beit Olamim.  For information 
on becoming involved in JBAM, our 
community-wide fundraising campaign, 
or to purchase plots please visit www.
jbamadison.org.

Irwin A. and Robert D. Goodman

Beit Olamim

Love the Outdoors? 
This is for You!
By Louise Goldstein
Trails2gether Event Chair, A Partnership2Gether (P2G) Event

 This summer ten adult visitors from 
our partnership region in Israel, Sovev 
Kinneret, will come to Madison to 
enjoy some of our beautiful parks and 
trails while forming friendships with 
you, members of the Madison Jewish 
community. From June 26 to July 3, 
Israelis and Madisonians will explore 
nature together by hiking and biking 
trails in and around Madison, visiting 
places like the UW-Arboretum, various 
Dane County and State parks, Camp 
Shalom, some of our beautiful lakes, 
rivers and bike trails.
 What a great way to make connections 
with Israelis who share your interest in 

nature and outdoor activities! We hope 
you’ll be inspired to visit your new 
Israeli friends and check out similar 
opportunities for outdoor recreation 
there, such as Shvil Yisrael, the national 
trail that travels the entire length of the 
State of Israel.
 There will be a number of ways to 
join the fun; families (and others!) can 
participate by hosting an Israeli visitor 
and adults will be invited to join one or 
more of the activities. Watch for more 
information in the coming months! If 
you have any questions please contact 
our shlicha, Shlomit Ezer, israel@
jewishmadison.org/


