
 

 

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION 

 

WE REMEMBER 

  

                                                                                                                                         

2nd Generation Member: 

Pat Valentine Ziv  

 

IN HONOR OF MY MOTHER: 

 

Name:    Monique (Blanche Andree Alexander) Bental                                                                                                                                                      

 

Date & Place of Birth:  November 19, 1929, Marseille, France                                                                                 

 

Immigration to the US from France in 1958  

 

        

Monique lived in Evans, GA in an Alzheimer’s facility close to my sister. She passed 

away on Saturday, May 14, 2022. 

 

I will attach some bios and video about her time in Marseille along with her time during 

the war as a “hidden child.”  While her family was quite assimilated before the war, and 

her elder sister married a Christian before their parents were taken away, Monique 

remained a steadfast proud Jew. She returned to Marseille with her little sister after 

hiding at age 16 but soon demanded and received emancipation from her family. The 

little sister joined her elder sister and was sent for her studies to a convent.  

 

Monique then moved to Paris and worked for the Jewish Agency and soon volunteered 

to fight for Israeli Independence. She left France from Marseille on the Kedma, an 

Israeli owned boat. You will see in her bio that she sailed to Israel along with many 

volunteers and remained for 2 years. I have attached her Laissez Passer paper below 

allowing her to return to France from the new country of Israel - I suppose because she 

left secretly and without passport.  

 

Monique was tough as a hidden child - acting as the “adult” in her teen years 

responsible for a little sister (3 years old) and 2 “old ladies.”  She explained how the trip 

home was so difficult as the bridges over rivers were destroyed. This forced all the 

return refugees to mount trains, get down before every river, carry whatever luggage 

they had and board a barge to cross the river and then back onto a train.  

 

Monique was tough as a volunteer soldier not wanting to work in the canteen and 

requesting to be on the battlefield. She learned about and accepted the job of truck 

driver.  



 

 

 

There, she met my father, Elie Bental, a volunteer from Egypt.  They met again in Paris 

when she returned and he had gone to Paris to continue his studies at the Sorbonne.  

They had me in 1953, my brother, Daniel Nissim Bental was conceived in Paris and 

born in NY in 1958 and my sister, Karyl Yardena Bental was born (1959) and bred in the 

USA!  

 

Monique was tough as the supervisor of the ElAL terminal at JFK for 20 years. She had 

to manage bold young Israeli employees, American employees: females who became 

lifelong friends and men who overpowered and eventually took over her position.  

 

And she was tough always working and studying to ultimately receive a Masters in 

Social Work at age 60. 

 

The war had interrupted her basic studies.  She wrote an excellent paper on The Effects 

of War on Children called  “The Holocaust Generation - The Survivor Children.”  Please 

reach out if you are interested in reading this.  

 

 

  



 

 

  

Monique with her sisters, Michline and Simone (in carriage)  in 

Marseille before the war. 



 

 

  

Children of those killed in Auschwitz  



 

 

  

Little sister, Simone’s convent. 

Postcard sent to Monique showing her Simone’s bed in convent. 



 

 

  

Monique’s Short Bio  



 

 

 

The Day her parents were taken. 



 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

  

 

Return from new state of Israel to France with Laissez-Passer since 

she left secretly without papers. 



 

 

    



 

 

  

Honoring female volunteers of Israel 
Independence War including Monique 
Bental among others 



 

 

 

  
                                                                                                                     

 

Family of Monique Bental (front in black blazer) at the West Point honoring Female 

Volunteers of the Israeli Independence War. Monique has 4 grandchildren and 7 great-

grandchildren (3 great-grandchildren were later added to this group) 


