
R E I M A G I N I N G  T H E 
S E D E R  P L AT E

The Seder plate is a special plate that holds symbolic foods 
significant to the retelling of the story of the Israelites’ 
exodus from Egypt – the Passover story. From the maror 
(horseradish) representing the bitterness and harshness 
of slavery to the karpas (green vegetable) representing 
hope and renewal, each food helps tell this ancient story. 

This year, we have an opportunity to re-envision the 
Seder plate, connecting the Jewish experience of flight 
from persecution toward safety to the journeys of 
today’s refugees and asylum seekers. What items might 
we place on the plate to recount this story and make 
connections between the Biblical exodus, other Jewish 
migration experiences, our own families’ experiences, 
and the stories of those who comprise the 80 million 
people who are forcibly displaced today? 

Use the guiding questions to determine what 6 objects you 
would put on the plate. Kids (of all ages!) can draw their objects, 
and adults can have a group conversation about why you chose the 
items on your Seder plate. You could also consider asking guests to 
share an object from their re-imagined Seder plate at a moment in the Seder 
they think is thematically or symbolically appropriate.

Illustrated Journeys



Think of an object or two from the 
original Seder plate that you think best 
represents the themes of the Passover 
story and add that to your Seder plate. 
Or, consider whether there is another 
object you might add to represent the 
biblical Exodus story.

Think of an object or two that 
represents your family’s story of 
migration. It could be a family heirloom 
or it could be symbolic of some piece of 
your family’s particular journey.

Think of an object or two that 
represents the journeys that today’s 
refugees and asylum seekers make 
from danger to safety. Use some of the 
specific stories you have heard (like the 
ones in the HIAS Haggadah) to help 
guide you.

Throughout history, the Jewish people 
have been expelled from many of the 
places we have called home due to our 
religion. Think of an object or two that 
represents this repeated displacement 
to add to your Seder plate.

After your Seder, consider sharing 
your Seder plate on Instagram. Tag 
@hiasrefugees and use the hashtag 
#sederplate
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YOU CAN HELP THOSE WHO ARE HUNGRY  
 
Mollie, from New Orleans, said “When my food stamps run out, it’s scary not 
knowing if I’m going to have any money to eat tomorrow. I’ve had moments of being embarrassed and on the verge 
of tears because I don’t understand why I can’t control any of this. But when I eat, I feel refreshed, and that maybe 
things will get better.” The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly food stamps) is our best 
tool to fight the plague of hunger. Now, we must redouble our efforts to not only preserve the program, but to 
strengthen and fortify it to truly ensure that folks like Mollie can live without fear.  

You can get involved by talking about this issue at your Passover seder tables and throughout the year.  
Visit mazon.org to join us in our fight to end hunger.

Together, we can transform how it is, into how it should be.

Each Passover we retell the defining story of our people: our exodus 
from Egypt. It’s a story of wealth and want, of an individual and of a 
community, of justice denied and justice prevailing.

How will we retell the story of this past year, and all it has wrought? 
Though we are still in the throes of the pandemic, we know this too 
will be a defining moment. The pandemic has changed us profoundly, 
revealing and exacerbating the breadth of hunger and human need. 

How will we retell the story of this past year, and all we have learned? 
It is our responsibility to channel the stark clarity that has been so 
catastrophically thrust upon us into a demonstration of our values. We 
will fight against the barriers faced by millions to accessing food. We 
will fight the stigma that discourages people from getting the help they 
need. We will fight any policy, school of thought, or kernel of doubt 
that challenges the notion that people deserve to feed themselves with 
dignity, no matter their circumstances.  

L’dor v’dor, from generation to generation, we will remember and retell 
how a plague of disease begat a plague of inequity, and we will respond, 
together.

How will we retell
this story?

MAZON’S 
FIFTH QUESTION

[Read this after the seder’s Four Questions]



The following should be read after singing Dayyenu.

READER: Throughout the year, we remember how despots have sought the exile and annihilation of the 
Jewish people. At Pesach, we tell of Pharaoh. At Hanukkah, of Antiochus. At Purim, of Haman. At Yom 
HaShoah, of Hitler. We speak of past oppressors, hoping that through awareness we may prevent future 
tyrants from attaining power.

But we also give thanks for those in every generation who came forward to lead our people out of the 
darkness. We recognize heroic rescuers from every generation, hoping that the memory of their strength will 
fortify us if confronted with similar evil.

READER: We remember Moses, who, with both vision and courage, led his people from slavery to freedom. 
We remember the Maccabees, whose strength and determination saved the Temple and Jewish life in the Land 
of Israel. We remember Esther, who interceded to save fellow Jews from destruction. While we commemorate 
the heroes of the past, we also remember modern heroes who saved Jews from the Holocaust.

READER: At this Passover Seder we recount the story of Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds, an American soldier. 
Edmonds saved the lives of 200 Jewish GIs who had been captured by the Germans.

READER: The 106th Infantry Division landed in France some ninety days after D-Day. The division, which 
consisted of the 422nd, 423rd, and 424th Regiments reached eastern Belgium near the German border by 
December 10, 1944, and took up their positions, with the 422nd Regiment taking up a forward position. On 
December 16, 1944, the 422nd was attacked by the Germans as part of their counter offensive, which became 
known as the “Battle of the Bulge”. The Regiment was quickly cut off and surrounded. The afternoon of 
December 19, 1944, parts of the Regiment, including Headquarters Company, in which Master Sgt. Roddie 
Edmonds served, were captured by the Germans.

READER: The Germans captured more than 20,000 GIs during the Battle of the Bulge. The men of the 
422nd Regiment were loaded into box cars and arrived at Stalag IXB in Bad Orb, Germany, on Christmas 
Day. Upon arrival, all Jewish POWs were separated and put in a Jewish barrack. After several weeks in Bad 
Orb, the American POWs were divided into three groups – officers, non-commissioned officers (NCOs), and 
enlisted men. The NCOs were taken to Stalag IXA in Ziegenhain. There were 1,292 men in this group.

READER: The Jewish enlisted men that remained at Bad Orb were sent to Berga Concentration Camp where 
many died from inhumane conditions.

READER: The highest ranking NCO in Stalag IXA was Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds from Knoxville, 
Tennessee. Upon their arrival in Ziegenhain, the commandant of Stalag IXA, Major Siegmann, ordered 

all Jewish POWs to present themselves the next morning. Master Sgt. Edmonds 
ordered all 1,292 American POWs to stand in formation.

READER: The next day, when Major Siegmann saw that all 1,292 GIs were standing in 
front of their barracks, enraged he turned to Edmonds and demanded: “They cannot all 
be Jews!” To this, Master Sgt. Edmonds said, “We are all Jews here.” Siegmann drew his 
pistol and pressed it into Edmonds’s forehead. Roddie Edmonds did not back down and 
replied: “According to the Geneva Convention, we only have to give our name, rank and 
serial number. If you shoot me, you will have to shoot all of us, and when we win this 
war you will be tried for war crimes.” Siegmann turned around and left. There were 200 
Jewish GIs among the 1,292 American POWs. This act by Master Sgt. Edmonds saved 
the lives of these 200 Jewish GIs. 

H a g g a d a H  S u p p l e m e n t

“WHOEVER SAVES A SINGLE LIFE IS AS IF ONE SAVES THE ENTIRE WORLD.”—TALMUD

Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds
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For more information about the work of The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous or to learn more about other rescuers 
like Roddie Edmonds please visit our website at www.jfr.org or contact us at the address listed below.

TOGETHER: Let the story of Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds inspire us to do right when faced with evil. How can we 
pass this spirit on to future generations? 

READER: First, let us honor rescuers like Master Sgt. Edmonds by learning from his deeds and dedicating 
ourselves anew to fulfilling the traditional Jewish commandment to be responsible for the safety and well-
being of our neighbors.

READER: Second, let us also honor these rescuers by dedicating ourselves to assisting those among them 
who need our help. As Jews, we must ensure that these heroes live out their remaining years in dignity. We 
have the ability to make an enormous difference in their lives.

READER: Tonight, let us commit to learning the stories of these righteous men and women who saved 
thousands of Jews from death. As we recall those who rose up against us in every generation, let us also 
remember those who stood apart from the evil. On this night of Passover, we recall Shifra and Puah, the two 
Egyptian midwives who defied Pharaoh’s edict to drown the male children of Israel in the Nile. We recall 
the daughter of Pharaoh who violated her father’s decree to drown the infants and who reached out to save 
Moses. Just as we remember and praise these first rescuers of Jewish children, let us ensure that the stories 
of those non-Jews who rescued Jewish children and adults during the Holocaust are remembered and passed 
down to our children and our children’s children.

A postscript to Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds’s rescue story: Master Sgt. Edmonds was the fifth American recognized 
by Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust Authority, as a Righteous Among the Nations. Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds died 
in 1985. While The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous (JFR) did not support Master Sgt. Edmonds, we thought it 
appropriate to feature the story of Master Sgt. Roddie Edmonds this Passover – an American soldier, who upon being 
captured by the Germans, saved the lives of fellow American POWs who were Jewish.

Master Sgt. Edmonds and the Americans POWs held at Ziegenhain were liberated by an American armored division on 
March 30, 1945, the second night of Passover. The JFR produced a documentary on Master Sgt. Edmonds, “Following 
the Footsteps of my Father.” As part of the documentary we interviewed four of the Jewish GIs who were saved by 
Master Sgt. Edmonds. The documentary can be viewed on the JFR website – www.jfr.org/reunion2016.

About the JFR – The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous (JFR) was established in 1986 by Rabbi Harold M. 
Schulweis to fulfill the traditional Jewish commitment to hakarat hatov, the searching out and recognition of goodness. 
The JFR honors and supports Righteous Gentiles, non-Jews, who risked their lives to save Jews during the Holocaust. 
The Foundation provides monthly support to more than 400 aged and needy rescuers in 20 countries. Through its 
national education program, the Foundation educates teachers and students about the history of the Holocaust. In the 
past twenty-five years, the JFR has distributed more than $38 million to aged and needy rescuers. We must continue to 
thank and support these extraordinary individuals who were the lone lights in the darkness.

In sharing the stories of the Righteous, we strive not only to honor their place in history, but also to stress the 
importance of their example for these times. These men and women remind us that in the midst of unspeakable evil, 
each human being has the capacity to act humanely and to make a difference, a lesson that is often eclipsed by the 
legacy of hatred, brutality, and suffering that dominates contemplation of the Holocaust.



Sources: Text from JoJo Schwartz Jacobson  via https://www.haggadot.com/clip/four-children-2018-edition //  
Illustrations from https://www.schusterman.org/rosh-hashanah via  haggadot.com 

Assembled by R. Slezak, March 2021 

 

THE FOUR CHILDREN 

   

 

The WISE child asks  

“How can we speak truth to power in ways that 
demonstrate commitment to intersectionality, and how 
can we leverage every resource we have to make the 
world a better place?” 

To her, we say “Thank you. Keep leading the way. We 
will follow you and support you as you continue to ask 
important questions.” 

 

The WICKED child asks  

“What did you do to this world? What can I do about it 
anyway?” 

To him, we say “I’m sorry. But it’ll be your world soon 
enough, so you better get involved.” 

 

 

The SIMPLE child asks “Can you please stop killing us?” 

To her, we say “Yes. We will fight for you.” 

 
 

 

As for THE CHILD WHO CANNOT ASK, we owe it to him to fight with 
every fiber of our beings to make this world a better 
place, a more just and righteous place, a place worthy of 
his memory and of his siblings’ futures. 
 

https://www.haggadot.com/clip/four-children-2018-edition%20/
https://www.schusterman.org/rosh-hashanah

