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  Shofar 
 

  

One of the things that has always impressed me about Temple Beth 
David is our community’s commitment to learning and education. We 
affirm it in our mission statement, which expresses our desire to “instill a 
vibrant culture of learning for all ages and stages of life to help people grow 
in Jewish understanding and practice.” We strive to achieve that goal every 
day for every member of our community.   

 

Like many others, our family’s connection to TBD began with the 
wish to provide a religious education for our children. However, it was the 
Adult Education program that helped to create a lasting connection for me. 
Learning with other Temple members in Me’ah, Talmud classes, and 
sessions with Rabbi Zoob was fun, challenging, and inspiring. I was amazed 
at the dedication and knowledge of my fellow congregants and classmates.  

Adult Education at Temple Beth David is essential to our commitment to lifelong Jewish learning. In 
addition to classes taught by our rabbis, our impressive Scholar-in-Residence weekends have attracted 
local, national and international scholars and are always well-attended. Respected teachers such as Rabbi 
Arthur Green, Dr. Jonathan Sarna, and Rabbi Barbara Aiello have introduced us all to new areas of Jewish 
thought and experience.  
 

 Our choice to invite two rabbis with Master’s Degrees in Jewish Education is consistent with our 
community’s dedication to learning and education. Since their arrival, Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah Citrin 
have reimagined, reconstructed, and renamed our religious school program with impressive results. 
Shorashim is a vibrant program that continues to engage students from kindergarten through high school 
even during this exceptionally challenging time. Creative use of our outdoor space, remote options, and 
small socially-distanced classes have kept our school open when many have chosen to remain closed. This 
has given our students a welcome opportunity to maintain their friendships and Jewish connections as 
well as to continue their Jewish learning. Working with our Shorashim committee, one of our most active 
volunteer groups, Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah continue to prioritize learning and education for our 
Temple youth and families. 
 

 This fall we will open the doors to the Shalom Corner Early Learning Center fulfilling the years’ long 
vision of Rabbi Zoob, Rabbis Citrin, and many others. An impressive coalition of members, led by Lisa 
Altman, have been working to build a place for the youngest members of our community to begin their 
journey of Jewish education and experience. The job of creating this center has engaged new members as 
well as reengaging longer-term members and that is one of the most exciting aspects of the project. These 
dedicated volunteers have been working on this task for the past two years. With guidance of an early 
learning center consultant, their efforts have included extensive research on early learning centers in  

 

(continues on next page…) 
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A Note to Our Community 
 

During these unprecedented and 
unpredictable times, most Temple services, 
classes, and programs are currently being 
held via Livestream or Zoom.  Please see 

your weekly email and temple website for 
further updates.  The rabbis and staff are 

available.  Please be in touch if we can help in 
any way.  We hope that we can all be 

together again soon. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

~ We warmly welcome 
to our Temple Beth David  

community ~ 
 

Rebecca & Daniel Heyman and  
their children Gabriel & Charlotte 

 
 

Brian Ives 
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general, as well as those in the local area. Work will continue as we complete the licensing process, hire a 
director, and develop curriculum. Supported by generous donations, we expect that Shalom Corner will 
enroll toddlers and preschoolers in September. Our center will welcome all children to create a diverse and 
inclusive learning environment while incorporating Jewish values and culture. 

 

With the opening of Shalom Corner, Temple Beth David will now fully realize our goal of creating a 
“vibrant culture of learning for all ages and stages of life”. There will be learning and engagement 
opportunities from our youngest to our most senior members bringing the joys of Jewish educational 
experiences to all. Congratulations to those who have worked so tirelessly to bring this vision to reality. 
 
 
Pat Aronson 
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Rabbis’ Message 
 

Praying the Psalms Then and Now 
 

As we have passed the year mark of the pandemic, I 
have heard from many of you about the emotional 
strain of life in isolation, distanced from loved ones.   
 

During this challenging time, we have cycled 
through a year of the Jewish calendar, one Passover 
to the next.  Throughout this year, you have also 
noted how Jewish themes continue to speak to our 
times.  “B’chol dor va’dor… In every generation it is 
incumbent upon us to see ourselves as personally 
leaving Egypt (literally, narrow place).”  We are 
blessed to be part of a resilient people and 
narrative. 
 

I have found one collection of texts to be especially 
relevant.  The Psalms, both poetry of protest and 
praise, offer eternal meaning.  The Psalms 
encapsulate the full range of human experience and 
emotion – struggles and triumphs, anger and 
sadness, joy and hope.  The Psalms comfort, console, 
and celebrate.  Psalms are recited daily, weekly, and 
during special occasions.   
 

A contemporary translation by my professor of 
blessed memory, Rabbi Richard Levy, adds a new 
dimension to this ancient poetry.  In Songs 
Ascending, he offers a “spiritual application” for each 
of the 150 Psalms.             
 

For example, for Psalm 72, Levy calls to task our 
commitment to social justice and our responsibility 
to create just leadership in the world.  (“O God, 
endow the king with Your judgements, that he may 
judge Your people rightly, Your lowly ones, justly. Let 
the mountains produce well-being for the people, the 
hills the reward of justice. Let him champion the lowly 
among the people, deliver the needy folk…” – Psalm 
72:1-4)  
 

I offer you four (in the spirit of Passover) Psalms to 
guide our days: 
 

1) “I turn my eyes to the mountains; from where will 
my help come?”  - Psalm 121:1-2 
 
 
 

 

Where do you turn for help?  What are your sources of 
strength and support?  Have you discovered new 
resources this year?  When is it hard to ask for help? 
 

2) “God is my shepherd, I am complete. In lush meadows 
You let me lie down; alongside tranquil waters You lead 
me. You restore my soul. You guide me in paths of 
righteousness. Even when I walk through the valley of 
darkness, I fear no harm, for You are with me.”  - Psalm 
23: 1-4. While we most associate this Psalm with 
funerals, its poetry speaks to the full cycle of life.  
Imagine reading this Psalm from the perspective of 
sheep… What does it feel like to lie down in a meadow 
by a quiet stream, with a shepherd looking after you?  
Where do you find rest and repose?  What helps 
alleviate fear? 
 

3) “Teach us to number our days, that we may attain a 
heart of wisdom.”  - Psalm 90:12 
We have been especially sensitized to the sanctity of 
life.  How do you count your days and make each day 
count?  As you age, how do you gain wisdom and in 
what ways do you share that wisdom with others? 
 

4) “Let the heavens rejoice and the earth exult; let the 
sea and all within it thunder, the fields and everything in 
them exult; then shall all the trees of the forest shout for 
joy at the presence of God.”   
- Psalm 96:11-13 
As springtime is upon us (finally!), where will you 
appreciate nature and breathe fresh air?  How does 
being outdoors bring you joy and connect you to the 
holiness of our world? 
 

These are a few of my favorite Psalms.  What is one of 
yours?   
 

Rabbi Micah and I wish you continued health and  
well-being.   
 

Rabbi Karen Citrin 
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Shabbat Chailights 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrate Shabbat and connect from home with your Temple community 
each week. All ages are encouraged to participate in Shabbat services 

via Zoom or Livestream: https://tinyurl.com/TBDLivestream  
All Shabbat evening services are at 6:30 p.m. unless otherwise noted.  

 

A lay-led Shabbat morning minyan meets weekly at 9:00 a.m. for prayer 
and study via Zoom.  

 

We are looking forward to resuming our Outdoor 
“Shabbat on the Lot” In Person Services  

weather permitting this Spring.   
 

 
 

Shavuot Begins May 16 

On Shavuot, we celebrate receiving 
Torah at Sinai, and our renewed 

commitment to Jewish learning and 
community. 

 
For more information about the holiday of 

Shavuot, please visit: 
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-

holidays/shavuot 
 

Mazel Tov to our 5781 Confirmation Students: 
 

Izzy Feinfeld 
Danielle Hanau 
Shira Kaminski 
Abigail Miller 

Cameron Miller 
Ella Miller 

Thomas Preti 
Julia Ritzenberg 

Sophie Wasserman 

The Confirmation Service will be May 14 Outdoors  
with May 21 as the rain date 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/TBDLivestream
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/shavuot
https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/shavuot
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The congregation is welcome to join remotely in Shabbat morning worship at 
10:30 a.m. when we welcome these young adults into our community as 

B’nai Mitzvah: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lily Beck 
May 1 ~ Parashat Emor 

 

Lily Beck is excited to celebrate her Bat 
Mitzvah on May 1st.  Lily is the daughter of 

Marla and Will Beck and the sister of 
Michael. She is in the 7th grade at Blake Middle 

School in Medfield. Lily enjoys Girls Scouts, 
summer camp at the JCC, and spending time 
with her family and friends. Lily realizes that 

many families are struggling during these 
challenging times and has decided that she can 

help by holding a food drive for the Medfield 
Food Cupboard. Lily’s family is proud of the 
hard work she is doing in preparation this 

day. Becoming a Bat Mitzvah means becoming 
an adult in the eyes of Judaism and Lily is 
grateful to have the support of her family, 

friends, and temple community. 
 

 

Kayla Jackson 
April 3 ~ Parashat Beshalach (7th Day Passover) 

 

Kayla Jackson is excited to celebrate her Bat Mitzvah on 
April 3rd. Kayla’s parents Brian and Jennifer Jackson and 

brother Tyler are extremely proud of Kayla’s commitment 
to learning Hebrew and preparing for this day. Kayla will 
be the first female in her family to become a Bat Mitzvah 

and recognizes the significance of her achievement. Kayla is 
in 7th grade in Walpole and dances on a competitive dance 
team, loves skiing black diamond trails in the winter, and 
kayaking in the summer. During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Kayla taught herself how to sew homemade masks and 

sewed over 150+ masks for family, friends and people in 
need. Kayla is grateful for the support of her loving family 

and friends and this year especially has learned the 
importance of being in good health. As Kayla enters 

adulthood, she hopes that she can resume her pre-Covid 
community service activities such as volunteering at 

Cradles to Crayons and helping out at the Golden 
Opportunities for Independence, a local non-profit 

organization that raises and trains service dogs for people 
with disabilities. 
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Jonathan Grasfield 
May 22 ~ Parashat Naso 

 

Jonathan Grasfield is a third generation member of 
Temple Beth David. He is the older brother of Robert, 
the son of Jim and Ruth Grasfield, and the grandson of 
Harvey and Sandy Grasfield. He is a seventh grader at 
Sharon Middle School; he is a proud camper at Camp 
Tevya; and he loves biking, skiing, hiking, basketball, 

and video games. Jonathan is excited to have the same 
Torah portion as both his maternal grandfather, Steve 

Seltzer, and his mother Ruth – both of whom will 
chant part of the portion at his Bar Mitzvah. Jonathan 
is very grateful for the enduring love and support of 
his entire family with whom he shares a wonderfully 

close relationship. Becoming a Bar Mitzvah is very 
meaningful to Jonathan as Judaism has always been a 

central part of his family and educational 
life. Jonathan has been an avid participant in services 

at Temple Beth David since he was very young, and he 
eagerly looks forward to being able to lead the service 

during this monumental ceremony in his life. 
 

 

Ben Gaffin 
June 5 ~ Parashat Shelach Lecha 

 

Benjamin (Ben) Gaffin is the son of Jonathan 
and Dania Gaffin. Ben also has two younger 

brothers, Graham and Nate. He is a 7th grade 
student at Thurston Middle School in 

Westwood. Ben enjoys playing soccer, skiing, 
playing the drums, and spending time with 

family and friends. For Ben's Mitzvah project, 
he ran a card drive for the organization, Cards 

for Hospitalized Kids. This organization 
distributes cards to children in hospitals all 
over the country. With the contributions of 

friends, family and classmates, along with some 
contributions of his own, Ben has been able to 
send over 70 cards to the organization. To Ben, 

becoming a Bar Mitzvah means having the 
opportunity to delve deeper into Jewish 

learning and become more involved in the 
Jewish community. Ben is grateful for his 

family who have been very supportive of him 
throughout this process and throughout  

his life! 
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Owen Maguire 
June 12 ~ Parashat Korach 

 

Owen is the son of Caroline and Michael 
Maguire and big brother to Harris. He is in the 

7th grade at Thurston Middle School in 
Westwood where he plays basketball and 

soccer. Owen enjoys being with his family and 
friends especially since the Covid vaccine has 

allowed a bit more time with them. For Owen's 
Mitzvah Project he chose to volunteer at the 
local Dedham Food Pantry. As Covid swept 

through our country, and news showed those 
mile long lines at food pantries where so many 
families were struggling with food insecurity, 
Owen knew right away that this was not okay. 

For Owen, becoming a Bar Mitzvah means 
getting older and learning how to 

persevere through something that is 
challenging. He is grateful for his family and 

friends as well as having access to food  
and shelter. 

 

Good News From Israel 
 

Even 73 years after the State of Israel was born, we know that the project of Zionism, building and shaping 
Israel, is never done. In March, the Israeli Supreme Court ruled that the government must recognize 

conversions performed by Reform and Conservative rabbis in Israel for the purpose of citizenship. The 8-1 
decision emphatically makes an important statement for Jewish pluralism within Israel and takes another step 
in the slow and steady process of legitimizing non-Orthodox forms of Judaism in Israel. Thanks to the Reform 
movement’s Israel Religious Action Center, this 15-year battle in the courts ended in a victory. For more in-

depth analysis about what the decision means and also its limits, please see this article in post.com: 
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/israels-conversion-ruling-what-it-does-and-doesnt-do-660992 

 

In other Israel related news, the ARZA Reform/Reconstructions North American Zionist wing won the most 
votes in last year’s World Zionist Congress (WZC) elections. The (WZC) represents diaspora interests in Israel. 
This victory will allow ARZA to form a majority block with other progressive parties and support the values of 

Jewish pluralism and democracy in Israel. 
 
 

Rabbi Micah Citrin 
 

Temple Beth David’s Annual Meeting 
Sunday, May 23 at 7:00 pm 

 

Please join us via Zoom as we vote to elect new officers and trustees and approve the budget for the coming 
year. Let’s look back on the amazing work of our congregation over the past year and forward to being together 

in person again soon. 

 
 
 

  

http://post.com/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/israels-conversion-ruling-what-it-does-and-doesnt-do-660992
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Shorashim News 
 

We have been blessed to engage with our students for a full year of Jewish living and 
learning!  Grades K-12 sessions continue through May.  Please look for Shorashim Religious 

School Registration for the 2021-2022 school year soon! 
 

~ Purim CARnival Drive-By ~ 
 

     
 

~ Passover Matzah Making ~ 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 

Youth and Family Education 
Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah Citrin 
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Temple Beth David Shalom Corner Early Learning Center Coming Soon! 
 

 
 

We are excited to share that the NEW Temple Beth David Shalom Corner Early Learning 
Center will open in September 2021. More information and a prospective family 

questionnaire is available here! 
 

 

Adult  
Learning 

 

 
Lunchtime Talmud 

Join the Rabbis on Thursdays, 12:00-1:00 pm via Zoom. We continue to explore Talmud Brachot 
(Blessings), as well as special holiday texts. Engage in ancient Talmudic debate, offer our own 

interpretations, and gain deeper understanding of Jewish practice today in a supportive 
environment. Texts are provided in translation. Beginners are welcome. 

 
Please read your weekly shofar email for other upcoming adult learning opportunities.  

 
 
 

  

 

MAZEL TOV to Temple Beth David member Lynn Kaminski will 
become the Director of the Shalom Corner Early Learning Center! 
 

Lynn brings a wealth of experience in early childhood education to 
this new position. A Kindergarten teacher in the Wellesley Public 
Schools for twenty-seven years, Lynn earned her Director 1 and 
Director 2 licenses from the Massachusetts Department of Early 
Education and Care while teaching.  To view her full Bio, please look 
here: https://www.templebethdavid.net/shalom-corner-early-
learning-center.html 
 
 
 

Lynn is honored to be the first director of Shalom Corner. She is thrilled to be returning to work 
with toddlers, preschoolers, and the critically important adults who teach them. Building 
connections with children and families is one of her favorite parts of this work, and Lynn looks 
forward to meeting all the children and parents of Shalom Corner soon! 
 

The Director Search Committee for the Temple Beth David Shalom Corner Early Learning Center: 
Alyson Miller, Search Committee Chair, Lisa Altman, ELC Committee Chair, Wendy Berliner, Leslie 
Forman, Barbara Friedman, Tim Holiner, Cori Lapp, Alana Sharenow, Mark Springer, Roseli 
Weiss, Rabbi Karen Citrin 
 
 

https://www.templebethdavid.net/shalom-corner-early-learning-center.html
https://www.templebethdavid.net/shalom-corner-early-learning-center.html
https://www.templebethdavid.net/shalom-corner-early-learning-center.html
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Social Action & Doing Good 
 

 
What Do I Care About? 

What Do I Care About? (WDICA), the Social Action Committee's 5-minute survey is here! 
As part of the WDICA campaign, we need to know what social issues you care most about; this is 
your opportunity to have the issues you care most deeply about counted.  By sharing your voice 

you will help the Temple increase its ability to bring change and repair to our world.  Please go to 
the website or check the weekly Shofar to complete the brief survey. 

 

Habitat for Humanity Build in Westwood Coming this Summer! 
Social Action and Temple Beth David invite all congregates to become involved in the Westwood 
Habitat for Humanity build!  Construction is slated to begin this summer, so stay tuned for more 

detail on ways to participate.  The following link is a presentation summary of the 
project:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ky7amrObehU 

 

Ways to Donate & Give at This Time 
The mitzvah of tzedakah, righteous giving, is a core value of our tradition and culture at Temple 
Beth David. With kids out of school who receive free lunches and work being disrupted for many 

in the greater Boston area, the services of food banks will be in great demand. Please consider 
making a tzedakah contribution to the following organizations: 

Westwood Food Pantry   
The Greater Boston Food Bank 

 

Family Table 
While we are not able to volunteer in person, the temple is continuing our  
commitment to JF&CS Family Table and Father Bill's & Mainspring Shelter.  

Family Table - Canned salmon and whole grain pasta 
Father Bill's - Travel size toiletries and breakfast foods 

Please bring items to the boxes in the school lobby. 
Financial contributions to Family Table are always gratefully accepted. Donations can be made by 

check to JF&CS (1430 Main Street, Waltham, MA 02451) with Family Table in the memo line. For 
online gifts, please visit www.jfcsboston.org/Give/Donate-Online and write Family Table in the 

“Please apply my gift to” section. Support Family Table through Temple Beth David using this link: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4eaca623ab9-family 

 

JF&CS 
Jewish Family and Children’s Services has lots of ways you can help. Visit this link for 

opportunities: https://www.jfcsboston.org/Volunteer/Volunteering-at-JF-CS#1477663-card-
making-project 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ky7amrObehU
https://templebethdavid.shulcloud.com/track.php?id=affc3a3dfb3340928823a921fb7fd8bb&color=b3b3b5&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westwoodfoodpantry.org
https://templebethdavid.shulcloud.com/track.php?id=affc3a3dfb3340928823a921fb7fd8bb&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gbfb.org
https://templebethdavid.shulcloud.com/track.php?id=f655b4aea4864ce8967d8106b7970805&color=b3b3b5&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jfcsboston.org%2FGive%2FDonate-Online
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d4eaca623ab9-family
https://www.jfcsboston.org/Volunteer/Volunteering-at-JF-CS#1477663-card-making-project
https://www.jfcsboston.org/Volunteer/Volunteering-at-JF-CS#1477663-card-making-project
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Temple Beth David 
“Caring Connections” 

 

 
 

Caring Connections is a group of 
dedicated Temple Beth David 

members committed to 
supporting synagogue families in 

times of need. We care for one 
another at times of illness, injury, 

loss, isolation, other life 
challenging situations, and times 

of joy. Our group works 
collaboratively with the rabbis to 

coordinate efforts. 
 

If you are a temple member 
needing support, or if you are 

aware of a congregant in need of 
assistance, please contact Rabbi 
Karen or Rabbi Micah Citrin or 

co-chairs Jim Nagle or Julie 
Lampie. New members are 
welcome to volunteer. The 

Temple community is here for 
you. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sharing our Lives! 

Our clergy and community are 
eager to share in your times of joy 

and sadness. Please inform the 
temple office about any upcoming 

births, weddings, special 
anniversaries, birthdays, 

graduations, promotions, if 
someone is ill or in the hospital, if a 

loved one has died, or any other 
lifecycle events.  The Rabbis would 
be glad to offer you a blessing and 

our community is here for 
friendship and support.  

 

For simchas and memorials,  
remember your Temple funds. 

Contributing is a wonderful way to 
honor the memory of a loved one or 
mark a special occasion. Donation 
forms are available in the Temple 

office or click here:  
https://tinyurl.com/donatetbd  

Sisterhood NOTES 

 
 

Sisterhood welcomes all women of Temple Beth David  
to our events and meetings. We encourage you to join us. 

 

On Wednesday April 7 at 7:30 pm please join Sisterhood 
members for a discussion of the book, The Color of Love, 

recommended by Rabbi Karen Citrin. The author Mara B. Gad is 
multi-racial and was adopted and raised by a Jewish family. Please 

read the book in advance if possible and join us for a 
thoughtful discussion of the challenges the author faced and 

surmounted due to her unique background. We will also consider 
questions about race and identity in our community. 

 

 
 

Please join us on Sunday, April 11 at 4:00 pm. Dr. Lee Pelton will 
join us as part of our ongoing series about inequality. Dr. Pelton is 
the outgoing President of Emerson College and soon to be CEO of 

The Boston Foundation. Open to all temple members. 
 

Join us on Sunday, May 2 at 4:00 pm as we hear from Dr. Bridget 
Arrow, a PhD psychologist and author. Dr. Arrow will speak on the 
history and culture of indigenous people and help us expand our 

knowledge while debunking myths and stereotypes. This is a 
continuation of our ongoing speaker series focusing on inequality 

and racial differences. 
 

Sisterhood has had a fabulous growth year! We’ve increased our 
membership to a count over 95 and we’re continually working to 
develop programs that engage, educate and bring us together as a 
community. In doing so, we strive to connect with all TBD women 
and to offer a variety of programs with different appeals such as 

our new speaker series, trivia nights & our long running book 
club. Feel free to let us know any other suggestions. 

 
 

 

https://tinyurl.com/donatetbd
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Brotherhood NEWS 
 

The Temple Brotherhood will be sponsoring several programs this spring. 
 

On Friday, April 9 at 6:30 pm the Brotherhood will conduct the Shabbat Service on Zoom. Any 
brotherhood members who wish to participate should contact Will Krasnow at 

wkrasnow@constangy.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Brotherhood will also be conducting a raffle in conjunction with the Jews in Baseball program.  The 
winner will receive a replica of the original painting. This will be a framed painting measuring 36 x 44 

inches.  Everyone who buys a raffle ticket will receive an 8 x 10 inch copy of the painting, an 
entertainment discount book, and a coupon to use towards the purchase of an original painting. 

See this flyer for more information and for the links to buy raffle tickets and the Zoom registration. 
 

Hearing Men’s Voices will continue during these months.  This is an informal, confidential program for 
men. Please contact Mike Brier at mjbrier1@gmail.com for more information. 

 

The Brotherhood is planning our annual meeting on Sunday, May 16 at 9:30 am, when we will elect the 
officers of the brotherhood for the coming year.  Any temple member eligible is welcome to come 

forward and offer to help strengthen the Brotherhood.  Please contact Steve Brody at stbbrody@aol.com 
to indicate your interest. 

 

Please contact me at mike@amrfinancial.com for more information. 
Mike Perna, President 

 
 

\ 

 

On Sunday, April 11 at 10:00 am the Brotherhood 
is sponsoring a special Space Torah program. This 

program features a film that tells the story of 
astronaut Dr. Jeff Hoffman, the first American 

Jewish man to fly in space.  Dr. Hoffman brought a 
small Torah scroll on board the space shuttle 

Columbia and while orbiting the earth, he read 
from the book of Genesis.  Dr. Hoffman is an MIT 
aeronautics and astronautics professor.  The film 
explains what Dr. Hoffman accomplished and its 
significance in inspiring others to achieve great 
things.  The film will be followed by a discussion 

with the producer, Rachel Roz.  More information 
on this exciting topic can be found at 

https://spacetorahproject.com. 
 

On Tuesday, May 18 at 7:00 pm the developer 
of the "Jews In Baseball" project, Greg Harris 

will present a Zoom program on how the "Jews 
in Baseball" project was developed.  It will 

feature his interactions with the retired players 
and Major League Baseball.  It’s an entertaining 

story from start to finish, including how Greg 
traveled the country to get players to sign 1000 

copies of the original artwork.  It will be 
riveting for anyone, whether you are a baseball 

fan or not. 
 

 

mailto:wkrasnow@constangy.com?subject=Shofar%20Newsletter
https://images.shulcloud.com/2433/uploads/Documents/Brotherhood/BrotherhoodJewsinBaseballEventFlyer.pdf
mailto:mjbrier1@gmail.com
mailto:stbbrody@aol.com
mailto:mike@amrfinancial.com
https://spacetorahproject.com/
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~ Fundraising Message ~ 
 
 

Continuing the Legacy of the Temple Founders 
By Lori Friedman, Fundraising Chair 

 
During the February Sisterhood Shabbat service, Cynthia Atkins reminisced about the deep 

friendships that were forged among the original 26 families who founded TBD sixty years ago. Those 
friendships, combined with a fierce commitment to make the congregation prosper, gave birth to the 
community we now all are fortunate to share. Cynthia stated: “It was about being there for 
everyone, having a true sense of community. It all had to do with everyone giving to the extent of their 
abilities. And we all offered them, it was like an offering to this new enterprise, and we all wanted it to 
succeed.” 

At a more recent Sisterhood event, the attendees were asked to articulate what brings each of 
us joy. As part of my answer, I said the temple. Over the past seven years, TBD has enabled me to 
develop long-lasting friendships with many amazing individuals, participate in many wonderful 
experiences, and to give back to the community by using my professional skills as a fundraiser. 

I recently asked several dedicated temple members why they chose to support the Cynthia 
and Harvey Atkins Founders Fund. Dan Weller and Lisa Fassberg Weller stated, “We gave to the 
Atkins Founders Fund to honor two people and the many others who stepped up to create a Jewish 
community where there was none. Today, we want to ensure TBD remains a strong and vital presence for 
all who are looking for a place to belong.” Amy and Jamie Cook wrote: “We chose to support the Atkins 
Founders Fund because the TBD community is important to us. Our gift will help to support the 
community at a time when others might not be able to contribute as much due to the pandemic. We also 
wish to recognize and express our appreciation for the founders of our congregation.” 

TBD continues to be a very welcoming place that nurtures many strong connections between 

and among our fellow congregants. This is a great legacy to the founders of the temple, like Cynthia 

and Harvey Atkins, who established the temple more than sixty years ago. To date, close to 100 temple 

families have contributed to the Atkins Founders Fund. If you would like to join us by making a 

donation to the Atkins Founders Fund, please visit: https://www.templebethdavid.net/60-years.  

During these unprecedented times, we need to support each other and nurture temple membership 

even more. 

In addition, spring is the time that we typically focus on our Annual Gifts from the 

Heart Fundraising Campaign. Monies raised through the Gifts from the Heart Fund will enable us to 

sustain TBD as a center for Jewish living and tradition, to support our staff, religious school, and 

dynamic programs, and to care for our members during the challenging and joyful moments of our 

lives. As always, full participation at any level is welcome. To make a contribution to the Gifts from the 

Heart Fund, please visit: https://www.templebethdavid.net/gifts-from-the-heart.html# 

 

Your participation is important and truly valued.  

Your philanthropic support, at any amount that is comfortable for you,  

will make a difference in the lives of all of our fellow congregants. 

 

Thank you. 
 

https://www.templebethdavid.net/60-years
https://www.templebethdavid.net/gifts-from-the-heart.html
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DONATIONS 

 

GIFTS FROM THE HEART GENERAL FUND 
Charles Schwartz For the yahrzeit of my mother, Anne Schwartz 
 I am sorry for the loss of Leon Tenofsky 
 I am sorry for the loss of Greta Brun-Kestler 
 I am sorry for the loss of Evelyn Blumberg 
 I am sorry for the loss of Jeanette Bornstein 
Judy and Joel Kepnes In memory of Bob Wiseman 
Judy Feldman In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Harold and Myrna Levin In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Rich and Margie Zides In memory of Bob Wiseman 
Arthur and Leslie Pearlstein In memory of Bobby Wiseman 
Sue and George Seabrook In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Abby and Mark Hornstein In memory of Benjamin Wang 
 In memory of Ernest Greenberg 
Marilyn and Michael Brier In memory of David and Debbie Wang’s son, Ben 
 In memory of Ernest Greenberg 
Brenda Fraser Sending love and heartfelt condolences on the loss of Benjamin 

Wang 
Barbara and Mark Friedman Our sincere sympathy for the loss of Benjamin Wang, We are 

thinking of the family. 
Rachel and Michael Kesselman In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Andrew and Barbara Schultz In memory of Robert Samuel Wiseman 
Fred Mark 
The Gaudion Family In memory of Robert ‘Bob’ Wiseman 
Marlaen Fisher In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Marilyn and Ken Lang In memory of Robert Samuel Wiseman 
David and Leo Melanson In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Harriet and Mel Blackman In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Roberta and Steve Straus In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Robert Kraus and Family In memory of Bob – Forever in our hearts. 
Carol, Josh, and Rachael Wang In loving memory of Ben Wang 
Lorraine and David Telegen With deepest sympathy on the loss of your beloved husband, 

father, and grandfather, Robert Wiseman 
Michael and Lesley Shain In memory of Robert Wiseman, devoted husband, father, and 

grandfather 
Robert Gordon In memory of Ben Wang 
Norman and Susan Gotshalk In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Sheryl Victorson In memory of Bob Wiseman 
Abby and Mark Hornstein In memory of Ernest Greenberg 
Charles Schwartz I am very sorry for the loss of Ernest Greenberg 
Judith Terban In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Hazel and Jordan Warnick In memory of our mothers, Ruth Warnick and Sue Cohen, and 

Jordan’s sister Nina-Lee Warnick 
Jim and Ruth Grasfield 
Celina Schreiber In memory of Fred Fink 
 In memory of Theresa Accetta 
Mel and Carol Bernstein In memory of Jeanette Bornstein 
Jo Wellins In honor of Rabbi Zoob and Rabbi Karen and in memory of Doss 

G. Wellins 
Sally and Jim Weiner In memory of Benjamin Wang 
 In memory of Ernest Greenberg 
Harvey and Sandy Grasfield 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Condolences & 
Congratulations 
 

We mourn the  
loss of: 

 

Theresa Accetta, 
mother of Don 

Accetta, mother-in-
law of Barbara, 

grandmother and  
great-grandmother of 

Deborah and David 
Perdersen, Leif and 

Freya 
 

Lucille Cutler, 
grandmother of Leah 

Graff 
 

Jeannette Bornstein, 
mother of David 

Bornstein, mother-in-
law of Byrna 

Bornstein 
 

Ernest Greenberg, 
husband of Libby, 

father of Paul 
Greenberg, father-in-

law of Renee 
Goldberg, grandfather 

of Jake and Simone 
 

Donald Bavly, father 
of Suzanne 

Greenwald, father-in-
law of Jeff Greenwald, 

grandfather of Alec 
and Gabe 

 

Robert Wiseman, 
husband of Joyce 

Wiseman 
 

Benjamin Wang, son 
of Debbie and David 

Wang, brother of Sam 
 

Leon Blumberg, uncle 
of Marcy and Will 

Krasnow 
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Angela Yudzinsky 
Brad Ellenberg In memory of Allan Ellenberg, Al Slobodkin, Dorothy Slobodkin, Marlene Ellenberg 
Meryl Schram In memory of the yahrzeit of my grandmother, Pauline Heller 
David Kaminski In honor of Edward Kaminski 
Elinor Banquer In loving memory of Herman Banquer 
Lynne Weinberg In memory of Theresa Accetta 
Jennifer Berry In loving memory of my father, Yale Berry 
Marcia Colagiovanni In memory of my mother, Luisa Rachel Colagiovanni 
 

RABBIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Jeffrey and Maureen Doctoroff  
Sandy and Ken Morris In memory of Jerry Cohen  
 In memory of Rabbi Herbert Weinberg 
The Toubman Family In loving memory of our mother and grandmother, Janet Hennick 
Sam Strier In memory of Eileen 
Marjorie and Sheldon Grosser In memory of Etta Jacobs 
 In memory of Frances Grosser 
Taube Weiner In memory of Stuart Rosenberg 
Meryl Schram In memory of my beloved father, Joseph A. Heller 
Cheryl and Jim Nagle In memory of Benjamin Wang 
 In memory of Barry Greenwald 
Mel and Carol Bernstein In memory of Benjamin Wang 
Sean Sullivan In memory of Robert Samuel Wiseman 
Stephanie and Philip Hirshberg In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Paul Greenberg and Renee Goldberg In memory of Benjamin Wang 
 In memory of Theresa Accetta 
Julie and Jeff Blasbalg In memory of Robert Samuel Wiseman 
The Miller Family In memory of Benjamin Wang 
Debbie and Mark Dichter In memory of Benjamin Wang 
Sandy and Ken Morris In memory of Steve Gottlieb 
Fay Janfaza In memory of Dr. Ernest Greenberg 
Stacy Baime In memory of Ernest Greenberg 
David and Debbie Wang Thank you to the Rabbis for their comfort and assistance with Ben’s passing 
Bonnie Wellins and John McNamara In memory of Benjamin Wang 
 In memory of Ernest Greenberg 
Carol and Mel Bernstein In memory of Dr. Ernest Greenberg 
 In memory of Theresa Accetta 
 In honor of Marty Cohen’s special birthday 
Paul Greenberg and Renee Goldberg Thank you to Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah for their support following my dad’s passing 
 In memory of Lucille Cutler 
Will and Marcy Krasnow In memory of Dr. Ernest Greenberg 
 In memory of Theresa Accetta 
Dan Weller In memory of Sophie Crane, Grandmother of Sophie Weller 
Alan Paster In memory of Etta Paster 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER FUND 
Howard and Colleen Messing 
Roberta and Richie Gorden In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Lisa and Mark Altman In memory of Theresa Accetta 
TBD Brotherhood In memory of Robert Wiseman 
 

SIDDUR (PRAYER BOOK) FUND 
Lois Bienstock and Alan Paster In loving memory of Helen Bienstock 
 

 



April/May/June 2021                                                                       Nisan/Iyar/Sivan/Tammuz 5781 
 

 16 

LIBRARY FUND 
Cynthia and Harvey Atkins Our deepest sympathy for Marcy and Will Krasnow 
Bill and Linda Small In loving memory of Leo Kohn 
 in loving memory of Martha Halberstadt 
Sally and Jim Weiner In memory of Theresa Accetta 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 
The Kaminski Family 
Bill and Edie Selles In memory of Robert Wiseman 
The Doctoroff Family In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Cameron, Ella, and Abigail Miller In memory of Robert Wiseman 
 

TRUSTEES FUND 
Lori Friedman In memory of Benjamin Wang and Ernest Greenberg 
Dan and Lisa Weller 
Pat Aronson In memory of my father-in-law, Theodore Aronson  
 

VAN DAM MUSIC FUND 
Bonnie Wellins and John McNamara In memory of Evelyn and Leon Blumberg 
Cantor Louise and Richard Treitman  
 

ADULT LIBRARY BOOK FUND 
Edwina Berliner In memory of Reuben Rothblatt 

 

CHILD’S LIBRARY BOOK FUND 
Naomi Weiner In memory of Dorothy Levowich 
Norman and Debra Goldman In memory of Bob Wiseman 
Roberta Becker In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Neal and Merle Baumberg In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Barbara Sherman In memory of Robert Wiseman 
Martin Weiner In memory of Barnet Weiner 
 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
Bill and Edie Selles In memory of Ernest Greenberg 
 

ART, DECORATING, & LANDSCAPING FUND 
Cynthia and Harvey Atkins May the memory of Ernest Greenberg be for a blessing 
Jeffrey and Alyson Popper In memory of Ernest Greenberg 
The Popper Family In memory of our mother and grandmother, Irene Sarah Tarr 
 

INCLUSION FUND 
Shira Citron In memory of Robert “Bob” Wiseman 
The Berliner Family In loving memory of Benjamin Wang 
Brenda and Liana Fraser In loving memory of our dear husband and father, Richard Fraser 
 

L’DOR VADOR FOUNDERS ENDOWMENT FUND 
Alfred and Debby Elk In memory of Zigmund Elk and Robert Neinstein 
 

BUILDING FUND 
TBD Brotherhood In memory of Ernest Greenberg 
 

PRAYERBOOK FUND 
Leslie Tamarkin In honor of Frances Cain 
 

RINGEL PASSPORT TO ISRAEL FUND 
Mel and Carol Bernstein In honor of Dick Ringel’s special birthday 
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Temple Beth David Leadership 

 
Officers 
 

Pat Aronson, President 
Howie Allen, VP of Religious Practices and Social Action 
Wendy Berliner, VP of Education 
Tim Holiner, VP of Administration Building & Grounds 
Eric Dubiner, VP of Administrative Services 
Alana Sharenow, VP of Member Resources 
Gary Shillin, Treasurer 
Seth Cohen, Financial Secretary 
Lisa Altman, Congregation Secretary 
Paul Greenberg, Immediate Past President 

Board of Trustees 
 

Jonah Berman 
Becky Erlichman 
Leslie Forman 
Lori Friedman 
David Goldfisher 
Jim Grasfield 
Sandra Grasfield 
Lynn Kaminski 
David Lapp 
Gail Mann 
Alyson Miller 
Jeff Popper 
Connie Rizoli 
Sondra Traister 
Rob Wasserman 
 

TEMPLE BETH DAVID 
Voice: 781-769-5270    
Fax: 781-769-4453 

Email: info@templebethdavid.net 
www.templebethdavid.net 

 

Clergy & Staff 
 

Karen Citrin, Co-Rabbi 
Micah Citrin, Co-Rabbi 
Henry A. Zoob, Rabbi Emeritus 
Louise E. Treitman, Cantor Emerita 
Leah Graff, Administrative Assistant 
Leslie Tamarkin, Administrative Assistant 
  

 

To view the 60th Gala video as well 
as other events and services, click 

this link and follow the 
instructions at the top of the page: 

 

https://www.templebethdavid.net
/livestream.html# 

 

 
 

Inclusion at Temple Beth David: Making Inclusion Part of Who We Are 
 

 
Temple Beth David of  

Westwood Inclusion Statement:  
 

Temple Beth David aims to make our synagogue an increasingly welcoming Jewish home by embracing all people and 
extending kavod - honor to people with different needs and abilities. We are committed to opening the doors of our 

synagogue wider to allow full participation in Jewish education, worship, life cycle and fellowship. In partnering with the 
Ruderman Foundation, we look forward to fulfilling the vision of building a holy community. 

 
 
 

 

mailto:info@templebethdavid.net
http://www.templebethdavid.net/
https://www.templebethdavid.net/livestream.html
https://www.templebethdavid.net/livestream.html

