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Shofar

What Should I Wear?
Does this question sound familiar? You might be
more inclined to answer yes if you have
teenagers in your house. The question frequently
goes along with feelings of frustration or even
anxiety. Admittedly, in our home, I ask it more
often than Rabbi Micah.
The reality of our times is that many of us have
taken a fashion break since sheltering in place. I,
too, am guilty of leading a Zoom Tot Shabbat in a
blouse thrown over pajama bottoms.
A few weeks ago during a temple Board meeting
when we were discussing the upcoming remote
High Holiday services at Temple Beth David, one
board member, Alyson Miller, asked, “What
should I wear?! I want to dress up. It’s not the
holidays without dressing up. Cameron [her son
and youth group president] will wear a suit!”
While her comments invoked some laughter, I
realized that there was a lot more to her question
than just fashion.
How will all of us adapt this year from what we
normally expect and look forward to for the
holidays? Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur are
shaped by memories of family meals and breakfasts, the blasts of the shofar, powerful music,
praying together surrounded by community, a
reminder that we are not alone.
To be honest, I have no idea what it will feel like
for the clergy to be alone in our sanctuary while
we are livestreaming services. I imagine it will
feel lonely and sad. While I hope that our prayers
will reach you and connect with you, knowing
that

you are joining us safely from your homes will also
lift me up.
The core of our Jewish prayer experience is
communal. We are in this together. As we
welcome in the New Year 5781 during a pandemic,
we are all going to need to work harder to connect
with one another, and to seek and discover
personal meaning.
I encourage you to think about what it will take for
you to make your home (or wherever you are
joining us from) into a sanctuary, a holy and special
place. I know you will be missing our beautiful
Beth David sanctuary. We are going to do
everything possible to bring the sanctuary spirit to
you. We also need your help.
What comes to mind when you think of a sanctuary?
The dictionary defines it as “a place of refuge or
safety,” or “a holy place.” The Hebrew word
“mishkan” means “the place where God dwells.”
According to the Talmud, after the destruction of
the second Temple in Jerusalem, synagogues and
homes became “mikdash me’at,” little sanctuaries,
considered just as holy based on the actions within.
(Continued on page 2)
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Even with this regard for holy place, the Jewish people over time became used to portable sanctuaries,
and to preserving customs and memories despite challenging circumstances. Rabbi Abraham Joshua
Heschel repeatedly affirmed that Judaism is a religion of time rather than space:
“Judaism is a religion of time aiming at the sanctification of time. Judaism teaches us to be attached
to holiness in time, to be attached to sacred events, to learn how to consecrate sanctuaries that
emerge from the magnificent stream of a year. The Sabbaths are our great cathedrals; and our
Holy of Holies is a shrine that neither the Romans nor the Germans were able to burn… When
history began, there was only one holiness in the world, holiness in time. The sanctity of time
(Shabbat) came first, the sanctity of human beings came second, and the sanctity of space last.”
In other words, you have the tools to create holy space and holy time right there in your homes. The
holidays will come, like they do every year. What will you do to make them special?
Which brings me back to what to wear. Yes, we will livestream services into your homes. We are trying
to think through every moment, melody, and technical support to make the experience as accessible and
meaningful as possible. I hope that you will also think about how you can bring the sweetness of the
New Year into your homes. What we wear is just one small way to make this time special. Special and
holy time is often about making a change in our routine.
Here are a few suggestions:
Dress up (who cares if no one can see you) or be comfortable. Where a tallit or kipa if that is your
custom. Make a special recipe or meal. Set up your viewing sanctuary. Clear the clutter. Add flowers.
Open your prayer book and join us. Sing out! Take a picture (for real or in your mind) of this different
and special High Holy Days. Turn off your phone. Call a loved one or friend. Do a good deed. Model for
and embrace your children. Dip apples in honey. Breathe fresh air. Hear the Shofar. Turn up the
volume for Kol Nidrei. Be forgiving of yourself and others. Commit to repairing yourself and our world.
Add your own thoughts and prayers. Accept that it will be different. Create a new memory. Know that
we, and your whole temple community, are with you in spirit.
Rabbi Micah joins me in wishing you a sweet and healthy New Year.
L’Shanah Tovah,
Rabbi Karen Citrin
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The PRESIDENT’S CORNER
We all know that the Days of Awe will be different this year.
However, based on information that we collected from the two surveys
you answered in June, we have learned some things that we can apply as
we create a plan for the High Holidays and beyond. It is useful to know
where we stand now. How do we feel about Temple Beth David and the
work that has been done so far to adapt to the pandemic? What have we
done well and what could we do better? It is helpful to think about what
aspects of our High Holiday observances are most meaningful and
memorable. What will we miss the most? How will we prioritize safety
and tradition?
The most exciting news is that every congregant who answered
the URJ survey said that they would recommend Temple Beth David to a
friend. Even better, this is an increase compared to our responses to the survey that was done in
2017.
When considering how the Temple responded to the COVID-19 epidemic, almost one-quarter of the
congregants who responded said that they were even more likely to recommend Temple Beth David
based on the changes we made to adapt to the restrictions that were imposed. No one responded
that they were less likely to recommend our community.
The URJ survey also asked members about the types of activities in which they participated
before and after the onset of the pandemic. As many of you know from the number of views posted
on YouTube, our participation in services has increased. It is also good news to learn that
participation in social activities, social justice, and education has been essentially the same before
and after we closed our building. However, survey respondents reported decreased participation in
family activities. As we continue to adapt, we will look to increase opportunities like family movie
nights, performances, and other programs that multigenerational groups can enjoy.
In challenging times, we hope that we can rely on our community to support us and based on
what we have learned so far, it is encouraging to know that many of us felt that Temple Beth David
helped them to develop a stronger sense of community during the pandemic. It is also good news to
see that the overwhelming majority of respondents plan to remain members of our community for
the foreseeable future.
Not surprisingly, more congregants chose to respond to our own Temple Beth David survey
and from them, we learned information that was a bit more personal. One response that was
particularly interesting to me was that there was a fairly even division between the number of
members who were interested in attending services in the synagogue, and the number of members
who would not be comfortable gathering in person. Fortunately, many acknowledged that services
that allowed smaller numbers of attendees to allow for social distancing would require repeating
each service an unrealistic number of times, or would require creating a situation where members
would be excluded due to lack of space. As a result, many comments conceded that the most realistic
option is to offer holiday services online, as we are planning to do. There is also strong support for
outdoor options, if our New England weather cooperates.
In terms of what we value most about celebrating the High Holidays and what we will be missing the
most, the overwhelmingly most frequent response was “being together in community at synagogue.”
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Gathering and creating a sense of togetherness online will be a challenge. Fortunately, we understand
that this is an extraordinary situation and appreciate the gifts that we have, including a warm and
inclusive community and two creative, passionate rabbis. Some wonderful comments include –
I think there will be more introspection, and a more concerted effort to honor what we can at home as a
family.
The efforts of the Rabbis to keep the community together despite distance; the sense of routine and
continuity at a disconnected time; the warmth and comfort that the Rabbis and the community shared in
this time - all have been priceless.
We are so grateful to the rabbis for being so flexible and thoughtful with the members of the
congregation. Their leadership (together with their kids!) models caution and safety with openness. We
appreciate that they always prioritize community!
Regardless of distancing measures the Temple remains a part of our lives and culture.
The High Holidays in particular make me think of all before us and all around us throughout the worldJews using the same words, many of the same prayers and rituals to reflect on who we are, where we've
been and where we want to be going--all with great pride and respect for all those before us who made
our faith possible for us.
Writing this in August, I don’t know exactly what our High Holidays will be like this year. I
know we won’t be together in the sanctuary; and we may not be with our families. However, I do know
that we are starting with a solid foundation in our community. Our members have told us that Temple
Beth David is well-loved and strongly supported. We have confidence that our rabbis will lead us in
safe and spiritually meaningful High Holiday observances; and we know we will still be here, as a
community, when life returns to normal.
Pat Aronson, President

A Note to Our Community
During these unprecedented and
unpredictable times, most Temple services,
classes, and programs are currently being
held via Livestream or Zoom. Please see your
weekly email and temple website for further
updates. The rabbis and staff are
available. Please be in touch if we can help in
any way. We hope that we can all be together
again soon.

~ We warmly welcome
to our Temple Beth David
community ~
Michelle and Adam Wichman
and their children Sophia and Gabriel
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High Holy Days 5781 at Temple Beth David
The High Holy Day season is a time of introspection and renewal. As we celebrate the New Year we reflect on our lives and
rededicate ourselves to living with goodness and purpose. This year brings unique challenges. We hope you will join our
community as we offer comfort and support, strengthen our connections to one another, and shape new memories at home.
All of our main worship services will be remote and livestreamed from our sanctuary. All outdoor in person services, weather and
safety permitting, will also be livestreamed so that all can participate in the manner that is most comfortable.

L’Shanah Tovah U’Metukah – Wishing you a good and sweet New Year.

High Holy Day Service Schedule
Selichot Saturday, Sept. 12
Havdalah (Zoom)
URJ Selichot Service

7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah, 1st Day
Evening Service
Morning Service
Shofar Service (outdoors)
Yeladim Youth Service (outdoors)

Friday, Sept. 18
Saturday, Sept. 19
Saturday, Sept. 19
Saturday, Sept. 19

7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:45-12:15 p.m.
3:30 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 20
Sunday, Sept. 20
Sunday, Sept. 20

10:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 27
Monday, Sept. 28
Monday, Sept. 28
Monday, Sept. 28
Monday, Sept. 28

7:30 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Rosh Hashanah, 2nd Day
Morning Service (outdoors)
Tashlich (outdoors) @ Buckmaster Pond
Shorashim Family Hike & Tashlich
Yom Kippur
Kol Nidrei
Morning Service
Study (Zoom)
Yeladim Youth Service (outdoors)
Afternoon Healing/Contemplative Service
(outdoors)
Individual Sanctuary Time
Yizkor Service
Neilah and Havdalah (Zoom)
Share Break Fast (Zoom)

Monday, Sept. 28
1:00-4:00 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 28
5:00 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 28
5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m. (approximate)

All are welcome to access our services through livestream and you will not need a paper ticket.
Additional information will be provided via email and on the Temple website. For those participating who are not yet
members, we hope you will support our community by making a gift to the Temple if you are able. Outdoor services will
require advanced sign-up and temple members will have priority for seating.
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Additional High Holy Day Information
The health and safety of our community is essential. All of our services will be streamed “live” by the clergy
from the sanctuary, along with pre-recorded participation from temple members. Outdoor options on the
temple parking lot will require advanced sign-up, along with masks, physical distancing, and adherence to
MA health guidelines. Please bring your own prayer book or tablet if possible. You will find Livestream and
Zoom links and outdoor sign-ups in your email. There will be additional information on our temple website.
Please let us know if there is anything we can do to make the holiday experience more accessible for you.
We use the new Reform machzor, Mishkan HaNefesh. To facilitate your use at home, an electronic edition is
available. Alternatively, you can purchase your own, or sign-up to pick up a set from the temple.
The High Holy Days begin Saturday Evening, Sept. 12 with Selichot (meaning forgiveness), a spiritually
moving service and sounding the shofar. This year, the Union for Reform Judaism is pleased to offer a onehour virtual Selichot experience. Led by our movement’s rabbis and cantors, it provides meaningful reflection,
song, and prayers from Mishkan HaLev, a Siddur for Selichot. It also includes a visual ritual for changing of the
Torah mantles to white, led by leaders in communities around North America including our very own rabbis
in the Temple Beth David Sanctuary! We will begin together for Havdalah and brief discussion via Zoom,
then you will be invited to view our movement-wide service.
Shofar on Rosh Hashanah Day:
For this part of the service, we will sound the Shofar and recite the special blessings outdoors.
Children are Welcome:
Children are encouraged to participate in all services. Although we are unable to offer childcare this year,
youth services including special songs, prayers, and a story will be held outdoors at temple.
Shorashim Family Hike & Tashlich Experience at Hale on Sunday, Sept. 20 at 3:00 p.m.
Meet at Cat Rock Field, we will walk to Noanet Pond for Tashlich, then enjoy a distanced hike.
Sanctuary Sign-Up
This year you will be able to sign-up for individual/family time in our sanctuary during the days between
Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, and to light a candle in memory of a loved one on Yom Kippur afternoon.
Adult Learning with Rabbi Hank Zoob on Yom Kippur Afternoon - “Jonah, a Prophet of God or a
Dummkoff?” Delve into the Book of Jonah to wrestle with the pros and cons of Jonah’s prophetic career.
Yom Kippur Afternoon Service:
This service will focus on healing, holiness, and the pursuit of racial justice. It will include abbreviated Torah
and Haftarah selections.
Neilah & Havdalah: You will be able to see one another on Zoom screens – let’s all conclude together!
Break Fast: This year our Member Connections Committee will help match you to break the fast with fellow
congregants over Zoom.
6
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Shabbat Chailights

Celebrate Shabbat and connect virtually with your Temple community each week. All ages are
encouraged to participate in Shabbat services via Livestream: https://tinyurl.com/TBDLivestream
A lay-led Shabbat morning minyan meets weekly at 9:00 a.m. for prayer and study via Zoom.

Outdoor Shabbat Services – “Shabbat in the Lot!”
We will continue to hold Shabbat evening outdoor services in September starting at 6:00 pm to
account for the earlier sunset. For those who are comfortable, we look forward to welcoming in
Shabbat in our spacious, natural surroundings at Temple weather permitting.
ALL services will continue to be livestreamed so you can also participate from home.

Confirmation Rescheduled for September 4 (September 11 weather date)
Mazel Tov to Rachel Berliner, Declan Crichton, Rebecca Graham, and Eli Wasserman
Please join us as these young adults lead us in prayer and share their personal reflections.

The Holidays Continue – Sukkot & Simchat Torah
Sukkot & Shabbat Service Fri, Oct. 2 at 5:30 p.m.
(last outdoor service with special Sukkot blessings)
Sukkot Shorashim Activities – Oct. 4
Sukkot Adult “Lunch & Learn” on Thursday, Oct. 8, 12:00-1:00 p.m. (Zoom)
Enjoy your lunch, bless the lulav and etrog, and learn about what Judaism has to say about the
meaning of shelter at this season and in our current day.
Simchat Torah Celebration & Consecration of New Students
Friday, Oct. 9 at 6:15 p.m. Shabbat, Simchat Torah & Consecration (Zoom)
Rejoice as we complete the cycle of Torah reading and begin again. Share Torah highlights and
welcome new students with a special Consecration blessing and gift of their own mini Torah scrolls.
7
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High Holy Day Music
Batya is thrilled and grateful to be returning to TBD this year as both
cantorial soloist for the High Holy Days and rabbinic and education
intern. After this past year of studying in Jerusalem, Batya is entering
her fourth year of rabbinical school at Hebrew College. Her primary
areas of interest include Bible, Hasidut and Kabbalah as well as
engaging in spiritual learning as a means of bringing healing and a
greater sense of connection to oneself, to humanity, and to the
world. Batya's background in experiential education, trauma healing,
embodied spirituality, and sustainable community activism have led her
to see and participate in the journey of Judaism with unique
perspectives. Singing has always been a part of her life and a way to
express her love of life, God, and community.

Batya Ellinoy,
Cantorial Soloist,
Rabbinic Intern

Batya originally hails from Monterey, CA, has lived in Israel and served
in the IDF. Returning to the U.S., she graduated from Prescott College
with majors in Studies in Diversity & Social Sustainability and Dance
& Transformation. Batya worked as a Jewish educator and prayer leader
in the San Francisco Bay Area. She served as Associate Faculty
in Integrated Arts/Dance at Prescott College and as a
group psychoeducation facilitator for clients recovering from addiction.
Since moving to Boston, Batya has worked in a variety of congregations
leading services, incorporating mindfulness meditation, and other
activities such as nature prayer walks at Temple Sholom’s Shalomplex.
Batya especially looks forward to working with the Rabbis Citrin and
being in community with the welcoming TBD family, especially during
these challenging and sacred times of change.
Resources for New Ways to Go to High
Holiday Services (from Gateways Jewish
Education, Boston)

Going to High Holiday Services
on the Computer:
https://tinyurl.com/HHDonacomputer
Going to High Holiday Services
Outside:
https://tinyurl.com/HHDoutsideservices

Inclusion at Temple Beth David: Making Inclusion Part of
Who We Are
Temple Beth David of
Westwood Inclusion Statement:
Temple Beth David aims to make our synagogue an increasingly
welcoming Jewish home by embracing all people and extending
kavod - honor to people with different needs and abilities. We are
committed to opening the doors of our synagogue wider to allow
full participation in Jewish education, worship, life cycle and
fellowship. In partnering with the Ruderman Foundation, we look
forward to fulfilling the vision of building a holy community.
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The congregation is welcome to join remotely in Shabbat morning worship at
10:30 a.m. when we welcome these young adults into our community as

B’nai Mitzvah:

Charlie Bean
October 10 ~ Parashat Simchat Torah
Charlie is the son of Jeff Bean and Amy Bean.
He is also the brother of Max (10th grade)
and Brooke (3rd grade). Charlie is a 7th
grade student at Blake Middle School in
Medfield. Charlie enjoys playing basketball
and spending the summer on Cape Cod with
his cousins. Charlie is excited to become an
adult in the Jewish community and have all
those years of Hebrew school at TBD pay off.
He's grateful for everyone who has helped
and encouraged him to become a Bar
Mitzvah.

Jacob Berliner
October 17 ~ Parashat Bereshit
Jacob Berliner is the son of Wendy and Marc
and the brother of Rachel. He is an 8th grade
student at Thurston Middle School in
Westwood. Jacob enjoys all sports, especially
soccer, and loves to spend time with family
and friends. For his Mitzvah project, he
volunteered at Cradles to Crayons and also
donated clothes and toys to those in
need. Becoming a Bar Mitzvah during the
pandemic feels more important than ever to
Jacob and he hopes that everyone will
participate virtually to help him celebrate
this amazing milestone. Jacob is grateful for
all the love and support he has received
from his family, friends, teachers, Rabbis and
the entire TBD community.

(Continues on next page…)
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Ethan Barossi
October 24 ~ Parashat Noach
Ethan Barossi is the son of Jennifer & Tony
and the brother of Justin and Ava. He is a 7th
grade student at Bird Middle School in
Walpole. Ethan enjoys being with his friends
and family and loves to swim. For his
Mitzvah project he is volunteering at Golden
Opportunities in Walpole, an organization
that trains service dogs. Becoming a Bar
Mitzvah means, “understanding who I am
and where I’ve come from.” Ethan is grateful
for his friends and family and all their
support.

Brady Goldman
October 31 ~ Parashat Lech L’cha
Brady is the son of Stephanie and Russell, and the
brother of Sami Goldman. He is a 7th grader at
Johnson Middle School in Walpole. Brady enjoys
playing tennis and video games. Preparing to
become a Bar Mitzvah during the time of Covid19 has really allowed him to focus on his studies.
He has diligently practiced the prayers, Torah
portion, and Haftorah. He even formed a
FaceTime study group with one of his classmates.
Brady would like to thank Nancy Molitor for her
patience and time tutoring him, as well as Rabbis
Karen and Micah for doing their best to find a
way to continue to celebrate this milestone in his
life during this challenging period. He is grateful
for the love and support of his family and is
looking forward to celebrating with his friends
when it is safe to do so.
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Youth and Family Education
Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah Citrin

Shorashim News
Registration for the 2020-2021 year is taking place now!
Click here to register
Please visit our website or view this brochure for more information.
Based on recent conversations with the education committee, parent feedback, and the reopening
task force, we have shaped Shorashim this year with the following goals in mind:
•
•
•

Caring for the physical and social/emotional health of students and teachers based on best
practices, guidance from the MA department of health, and Jewish values.
Giving families options between in-person and remote learning depending on family needs
and comfort.
Providing a meaningful and flexible experience of Jewish learning and community for students
and families.

All in-person programs will require physical distancing, masks, and parent health agreement. We
will take advantage of outdoor spaces as much as possible and large tent awnings in case of
rain. Indoors will use larger rooms. We will continually re-assess the calendar and programs and are
prepared to shift fully remote if needed.
We look forward to a positive and meaningful year as we strive to create Jewish community and
growth for our students. Our educational theme this year is: “V’ahavta L’reiacha Kamocha – Love
your neighbor as yourself.”
Sessions start the week of September 13, will pause for the High Holy Days, then resume the week
of October 4.
Plus optional in-person outdoor socially-distanced "hang outs" for children in grades K-2, 3-5, and 68 at temple in September before the start of school (making use of the new playground) and
NAWDTY youth group!

Educational Options for the
2020-2021 School Year
are listed on the following page…
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Education options this year include:
“Shorashim Outdoors” K-6
Sundays 9:45-11:30 a.m.
In-person, grade-based groups, mainly outdoors, utilizing larger indoor spaces when needed. "Drop
off" camp environment with learning connected to movement and play, discussions, peer connections,
experiential practice, Judaic topics and some elective choices for older students with teachers and
madrichim (assistants). On a few select dates, remote Shabbat/holiday experiences take the place of
Sunday sessions.
“Shorashim at Home” K-6
Flexible schedule to be determined together
Remote combination of Shabbat and holiday experiences on designated dates (services with student
participation/engagement from home, cooking and meals together through Zoom, Havdalah), and
Sunday afternoon tzedakah/ social action projects or book/movie/Torah discussions facilitated by a
teacher in family groups with similar age kids. Flexible "DIY" with resources and activities sent home
and possible outdoor social connections. A chavurah/pod model that includes some parent
involvement. Families will have a rabbi or teacher guide.
* Special 6th Grade Option
Choose between options 1 and 2
OR a Wednesday afternoon in-person Judaic class
To assist with space on Sundays, we are offering an in-person 6th grade Judaic class on Wednesdays,
3:45-4:45. Additional Shabbat service attendance required. 6th graders who attend on Wednesdays
can also complete their Hebrew small group on the same day.
Small Group Hebrew/Individual Tutoring for Grades 3-6:
Choose between In Person or Remote
Tuesday or Wednesday afternoons
Small group Hebrew will run on Tuesdays 3:45 and 4:45; Wednesdays 2:45, 3:45, and 4:45 with 4-6
students per class. Individual tutoring is available especially for students with special learning needs.
In-person will be a combination of indoors and outdoors.
Double Chai 7th-12th Grades:
Choose Between In Person or Remote
Wednesdays 6:00-7:30 p.m.
The program will run in-person indoors using all temple spaces. The shorter time accounts for no
dinner, spending less time indoors, and less time on a screen. Anyone who prefers remote only will
Zoom into the classes taking place at temple. A few Sunday afternoon and Shabbat morning sessions
in place of Wednesday evening to take advantage of daylight, being outdoors, and building communal
connections. NAWDTY youth group will also support peer connections.

Please see your email for selection forms and contact the rabbis with ANY
questions. We look forward to welcoming our youth back to temple!
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NAWDTY Youth Group

Please welcome Jason Allen as Temple Beth David’s new
part-time youth group advisor. Jason is a senior at
Northeastern University studying computer
engineering. He is the son of temple members Peggy and
Howie Allen (VP of Religious Practices). Jason grew up at
the temple and was an active member of NAWDTY and part
of its student board. Jason is excited to continue to build
youth engagement at temple through 6th-8th grade junior
youth group j-NAWDTY and the high school youth group
NAWDTY. He looks forward to working with the NAWDTY
board, teen leaders who shape fun and meaningful social
events for our youth. If you have questions about your
teen’s participation in youth group you can contact Jason at
youthgroup@templebethdavid.net.

NAWDTY has a wonderful and dedicated teen leadership board. They want as many temple teens
involved as possible. The 2020-2021 NAWDTY board includes:
President - Cameron Miller
Programming VP - Rebecca Graham
Religious and Cultural VP - Eli Wasserman
Social Action VP - Shira Kaminski
Communications/Membership VP - Brandon Popper
Secretary - Abigail Miller

For Families with Young Children

JUDAICA SHOP

Shabbat “Play in the Park” on September 5,
10:00-11:00! (with advanced sign-up)

Do your shopping and support the
Sisterhood. If you are interested in
volunteering to work at the Judaica
Shop we are always looking for extra
help. We are also looking to add a
volunteer with some experience in
merchandising and/or marketing.
If you have any questions or would
like to volunteer, please contact
Rachel Watsky.

Please join us for High Holy Day Youth
Services – all are welcome!

13

September/October 2020

Elul/Tishri/Cheshvan 5781

Social Action & Doing Good
TBD Asks You To Ask Yourself: What Do I Care About?
Last year, TBD launched the "What Do I Care About (WDICA) Campaign" to help encourage
congregants to think deeply about the causes and issues they care most about. The goal of the WDICA
Campaign is to identify like-minded members and - outside of the confines of any committee
structure - have them share their ideas and passions with an eye towards how to get involved and
move to action.
So far, TBD has launched 5 WDICA interest groups: Hunger (led by Lynn Kaminski); Inclusion (Connie
Rizoli; Environment (Fred Davis); Interfaith (Sondra Traister); and Housing (Gail Mann). More topics
are coming soon.
If you are interested in any aspect of the topics above, please reach out to the leaders. (Their contact
information is available in the member directory found in your TBD Member Portal.) We hope
these groups will operate both as action-oriented, special interest groups as well as opportunities to
build or deepen relationships with other TBD members. If you have any questions or are not finding
a topic above that you are passionate about and want to start your own group, please contact
committee chair Jeff Greenwald at jlgreenwald@partners.org.

Every Voice, Every Vote
The Reform Movement’s 2020 Civic Action Campaign
As Reform Jews, we believe democracy is strongest when everyone participates – and it suffers when
citizens are shut out from the democratic process or choose not to engage.
The Reform Movement’s 2020 Civic Engagement Campaign encourages all U.S. citizens to exercise
their right to vote and tot break down obstacles that shut some out of the voting booth. The Reform
Movement has partnered with the nonpartisan Reclaim Our Vote Campaign to contact low-propensity
voters of color to help them register to vote, and to combat voter suppression.
We encourage Temple Beth David to get involved with our movement’s efforts to make sure
voting is accessible to all. This campaign is non-partisan. There are lots of ways to
participate: writing postcards, phone banking and text banking. Go to the Reform Movement
Religious Action Center, www.rac.org for more information.

Sunday Sandwich Hevre (SSH)
Temple Beth David is continuing our support of Father Bill's
and MainSpring Shelter in Quincy. The shelter is currently
accepting monetary donations, toiletries, breakfast supplies, and
drop-off of lunches. For more information about how you
can help, go to: https://helpfbms.org/support/coronavirus/
We will be coordinating small group lunch making dates for
the fall under new guidelines.
Please contact Cheryl and Jim Nagle with any questions.
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Standing Up for Racial Justice and Equality
Here are a few educational resources and ways to add your voice.
Reform Movement & Religious Action Center on Ways to Act Now:
https://urj.org/blog/2020/06/01/ways-your-congregation-can-actnow-racial-justice
PJ Library Resources for Talking to Kids about Race:
https://pjlibrary.org/beyond-books/pjblog/june-2020/resources-fortalking-to-kids-about-racism

Ways to Donate & Give at This Time
The mitzvah of tzedakah, righteous giving, is a core value of our tradition and culture at Temple Beth
David. The prophet Isaiah, read on Yom Kippur, spoke of fasting as a reminder to do good and share
our bread with the hungry. Especially during the High Holy Days, please consider making a tzedakah
contribution to the following organizations:
Westwood Food Pantry
The Greater Boston Food Bank
Jewish Family & Children’s Services
Support Family Table through Temple Beth David

Temple Beth David ~ “Caring Connections”

Caring Connections is a group of dedicated Temple Beth
David members committed to supporting synagogue
families in times of need. We care for one another at
times of illness, injury, loss, isolation, other life
challenging situations, and times of joy. Our group works
collaboratively with the rabbis to coordinate efforts.

Staying Connected
It is important that we stay connected as a
community at this time. The clergy and Temple
Beth David Board are here for you.
We invite you to take a moment to fill out this
brief survey here: COVID-19 Needs Survey to
find out if you are someone who needs help
with groceries, technology, or other day-to-day
needs, or if you are someone who might be
willing to help a congregant in need.
Please visit templebethdavid.net for additional
community resources and assistance.

If you are a temple member needing support, or if you
are aware of a congregant in need of assistance, please
contact Rabbi Karen or Rabbi Micah Citrin or co-chairs
Jim Nagle or Julie Lampie. New members are welcome to
volunteer. The Temple community is here for you.
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Message from the Fundraising Chair
I want to wish you and your families a healthy and happy New Year. At this time, that statement is
more important and relevant than ever as the world confronts a global health pandemic. In addition to
the direct threat to our families’ well-being, the coronavirus will continue to negatively, financially
impact many of our temple members, thereby causing financial uncertainty for Temple Beth David for
the foreseeable future.
Many of you may realize that this year marks the 60th Anniversary of the founding of our temple. I
truly hope that we will be able to celebrate this milestone together next spring or summer. During this
year, in order to help to build and sustain the future of Temple Beth David, we will be asking you to
invest in the Gifts from the Heart Fund. Additionally, in the next few weeks, we will be announcing a
very special fundraising initiative that will help us to build off of the legacy of those who came before
us and to make a promise to those who will follow us. I hope that you will join your fellow congregants
in acknowledging our wonderful history and in planning for the next sixty years.
Lori Friedman

The New Barbara Zoob Intergenerational Playground at Temple Beth David
Despite the hardships of our times, it has been a summer of vision and hope at temple, seeing a new
outdoor play area come to fruition. The playground will be open during temple program times (it is
not open to the general public.). A special thank you to Tim Holliner, VP of Admin Building and
Grounds for overseeing this project, and to all who made this possible. We look forward to seeing
children and all generations playing soon!

Save the date for a dedication honoring Barbara Zoob for her many years of
dedication to the temple community on Sunday, October 4, 11:45 a.m.

Rabbi Karen and a few teachers trying out the new playground
(masks were removed just before picture)
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Adult
Education
Elul Class with Rabbinic Intern Batya Ellinoy
September 1, 8 and 22, 7:30-8:30 pm (Zoom)
All are welcome to join rabbinic intern and cantorioal soloist Batya Ellinoy in an exploration of Rabbi
Alan Lew's Book, This is Real and You Are Completely Unprepared: The Days of Awe as a Journey of
Transformation. You are encouraged to read the book. Batya will help guide your personal High Holy
Day preparations with reflections, music, and discussion.

Lunchtime Talmud
Join the Rabbis weekly on Thursdays, 12:00-1:00 pm via Zoom. We will continue to explore Talmud
Brachot (Blessings), as well as special holiday texts. Engage in ancient Talmudic debate, offer your
own interpretations, and gain deeper understanding of Jewish practice today in a supportive
environment. Bring your own lunch. Texts will be provided in translation. Beginners are welcome.

King David, Rogue or Hero?! (Resumes!) led by Rabbi Hank Zoob
Sundays (Zoom only) 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1, 11:45 - 1:15pm

Hearing ‘The Shema’: Exploring the Many Meanings of One
with Temple Member Edie Selles
Sundays (Zoom only) 11/8, 11/15, 11/22, 11:45 - 1:15 pm

Fall Scholar Dr. Jonathan Golden (rescheduled from last spring)
Shabbat Evening Service October 30, 6:30 pm

Me’ah Classic Begins this October

Co-hosted by B’nai Tikvah & Temple Israel of Sharon
Explore in-depth four key areas of Jewish history:
Hebrew Bible, Rabbinics, Medieval, and Modern
Starting on October 20 & 27 via Zoom and continuing through December
For more information or to pre-register,
contact Marilyn Stern at mstern@hebrewcollege.edu
Hebrewcollege.edu/programs/meah
17

September/October 2020

Sisterhood

Elul/Tishri/Cheshvan 5781

Brotherhood
The Brotherhood consists of a dedicated group
of Temple members. The Brotherhood sponsors
many programs and activities and supports the
Temple in many ways throughout the year.

Sisterhood is beginning the New Year on a
very strong note. We have plans to continue
offering Rosh Chodesh celebrations with Rabbi
Karen. These have been intimate gatherings
and greatly appreciated by members who have
attended. We continue to offer our regular
monthly book and movie clubs as well as
monthly coffee and cocktail hours for
members to catch up informally.
We have several new programs in
development including a speaker series with
topics focusing on race and Black Lives Matter
to start early this fall. We are hosting Meredith
Goldstein, the advice columnist from the
Boston Globe for an interactive Zoom session
about the challenges of family life during the
pandemic. In addition, we have several noted
authors scheduled to speak.
These activities will be interspersed with more
social events such as an online wine and
cheese tasting session coupled with an online
auction and Broadway trivia night.
Our new sign-up period has begun. Our goals
are ambitious, we’d love a 100% participation
rate at the temple! We’re always open to new
ideas as we chart our path through these
unique times. Please join Sisterhood if you
haven’t yet and we hope to see you soon at one
of our numerous online offerings!
Linda Holiner and Betty Kaplan, Co-Presidents

The Brotherhood has been busy planning for
the fall. We are planning to provide scholarly
speakers who will provide pertinent
information on topics relevant to the current
issues that everyone is facing. Programs during
the fall, and possibly beyond, will be virtual.
The Brotherhood is also always looking for
members within the Temple who would be
interested in sharing their experience with
other Brotherhood and Temple members.
Anyone interested in conducting a program for
a Brotherhood event is encouraged to contact
Mike Brier, Programming VP, at
mjbrier1@gmail.com. The Brotherhood is
always looking for new ideas.
The Temple Beth David Brotherhood is
continuing Hearing Men's Voices. HMV is for
men who wish to connect with other men
through discussion of interesting and
important topics such as family, work, ways of
having fun, Judaism, and health and wellbeing. HMV is a confidential program that is
enjoyed and valued by participants. The
Hearing Men’s Voices generally meets every
other Tuesday on Zoom. Please look at the
weekly shofar email. Questions and
suggestions are welcomed. RSVP to Mike Brier at
617-462-3501 or mjbrier1@gmail.com.
The Brotherhood will continue to provide a
Kiddush cup to each Bar/Bat Mitzvah during this
year.
For more information
about the Brotherhood,
please contact
Mike Perna, President, at
mike@amrfinancial.com
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Condolences &
Congratulations
We mourn the
loss of:
Leon Tenofsky,
husband of Linda
Tenofsky, father of
David, Michael, and
John
William Vogel,
brother of Harriet
Vogel, brother-in-law
of Russell Gontar
Linc Medeiros, father
of Stephanie
Wasserman, father-inlaw of Jay
Wasserman,
grandfather of Sarah
and Daniel
Parviz Janfaza, father
of David Janfaza,
father-in-law of Jackie
Feuer, grandfather of
Samantha and Aaron

Mazel Tov to:
Roseli Weiss and
Robert Winograd on
the birth of their
grandson, Devon
Liron Winograd, and
to parents Brooke and
Ari. Devon was born
on July 2.
Zelayna Rauch and
Seth Cohen on the
birth of their
granddaughter
Tamar Frager, and to
parents Michelle and
Aaron. Tamar was
born on July 18.
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GIFTS FROM THE HEART (GENERAL) FUND
Myrna and Robert Guterman
Mark and Abby Hornstein

Elaine and Joel Berg

Marilyn Wasserman
Sandra and Ken Morris
Marilyn and Michael Brier
Taube Weiner
Marcia and Jon Hirshberg
Connie Rizoli
Dan and Anne-Marie Kline
Meryl and Neil Schram
Sandra and Ken Morris
Rachel and Brian Preti
Sigalle and Michael Reiss
Harriet Vogel and Russell Gontar
Rabbi Henry and Barbara Zoob
Rena and Derek Volkin
Barbara Roberge
Celina Schreiber

In memory of Richard Preisler
In memory of Pauline and Carmen D’Aurora
In memory of Barry Greenwald
In memory of Parviz Janfaza
In memory of Lusia Hornstein
In memory of Richard Preisler, with loving
thoughts of Richard from all the Bergs
In honor of the yahrzeit of our parents, Sam and
Eva Adelson
In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of my grandson,
Daniel Wasserman
To help the Temple during this difficult time
In honor of Debbie Wang’s speedy recovery
In honor of Rabbi Henry Zoob
In memory of Phyllis LeBlanc
In memory of Leon Tenofsky

In celebration of the birth of our granddaughter,
Esther Claire Gontar
In memory of Richard Wildstein
In memory of Leon Tenofksy
In memory of our loving friend Leon Tenofsky
We will miss you forever, Barbara, Alex and Larry
In memory of Leon Tenofsky

RABBIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
Mel and Carol Bernstein
Neil Schram
Will and Marcy Krasnow

Connie Rizoli
Bill and Edie Selles
Ruth Horowitz
Taube Weiner

In memory of Bernice Heller
In memory of Parviz Janfaza
In memory of Leon Tenofsky
In loving memory of my mother, Frieda
In memory of Barry Greenwald
In memory of Cynthia Pincus Russell
In memory of Richard Preisler
In memory of Leon Tenofksy
In gratitude to Rabbi Karen
In honor of Rabbi Micah and Rabbi Karen’s
dedication to our TBD community
In honor of the anniversary of Gail Mann and
Harvey Hurvitz
In memory of Phillip Rosenberg, Sylvia Goldstein,
and Nellie Weiner
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Sandy and Ken Morris
Steven and Ellen Toubman
Sam Strier
The Van Gelder Family
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In memory of Dr. Parviz Janfaza
In memory of Mollie Morris
In loving memory of our father and grandfather, Frederick Hennick
In memory of Leon Tenofsky

MENDERS ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Nasha Miller

In honor of Rabbi Henry Zoob who performed the virtual funeral service
for Richard Preisler

Paul Greenberg and Renee Goldberg

In memory of Barry Greenwald
In memory of Harriette Baime
In memory of Cynthia Pincus Russell
In memory of Parviz Janfaza

BUILDING FUND

Linda Kipper and Lawrence Stone

PRAYER BOOK FUND
Lois Bienstock and Alan Paster

In loving memory of our father, Isadore Bienstock

INCLUSION FUND
Connie Rizoli
Brenda Fraser
The Popper Family

In loving memory of Dorothea Fraser
In memory of Marci Sharenow

VAN DAM MUSIC FUND
Lori Friedman
Marcia Colagiovanni

In memory of Selma Friedman and Abraham Sosin
In memory of my beloved father, Dr. Marco Colagiovanni

Roseli Weiss and Robert Winograd

In loving memory of Florence and Samuel Winograd

SIDDURIM FUND
MACHZOR SET
Leila A. Rosenberg & Family

In memory of Vivian A. Lerner, beloved sister, aunt, friend, mother and
wife
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September 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

7:30 pm
Elul Class

Wed

Thu

2

3

4:00 pm JNAWDTY

12:00 pm
Lunchtime Talmud

6:30 pm
Hearing Men’s Voices

Fri
4

Sat
5
9:00 am
Early Shabbat Service &
Study

6:00 pm
Shabbat Evening Service
& Confirmation
10:00 am
Tot Play in the Park

7:00 pm
Sisterhood Book Club

6

7

8

9

Labor Day
1:30 pm
Grades 3-5 Hang-out

7:30 pm
Elul Class

14

11

12:00 pm
Lunchtime Talmud
10:00 am
K-2 Hang-out

13

10

15

16

9:00 am
Early Shabbat Service &
Study

6:30 pm
Executive Committee
Meeting
7:30 pm
Board Meeting

6:00 pm
7:00 pm Havdalah
Shabbat Evening Service 7:30 pm Selichot Service

17

18

Shorashim RS

Shorashim RS
11:45 am
Shofar Service

6:00 pm
Double Chai

Rosh HaShanah
2nd Day
10:00 am
Morning Service

19
Rosh HaShanah
1st Day
9:30 am
Morning Service

9:45 am
Shorashim RS
Opening Session

20

12

21

22

23

7:00 pm
Erev Rosh HaShanah & 3:30 pm
Shabbat Service
Yeladiim Youth Service

24

25

12:00 pm
Lunchtime Talmud

26

9:00 am
Early Shabbat Service &
Study

12:00 pm
Tashlich
3:00 pm
Shorashim Family Hike &
Tashlich

27

7:30 pm
Elul Class

28

29

6:00 pm
Shabbat Shuvah Service

30

Yom Kippur
10:00 am
Morning Service
1:00 pm Study
1:00 pm
Yeladim Youth Service
3:00 pm
Afternoon Service
7:30 pm
Kol Nidrei Service

5:00 pm
Yizkor
5:45 pm
Neilah & Havdalah
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October 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

12:00 pm
Lunchtime Talmud

4

Sukkot

5

Sukkot

6

7

8

Shorashim RS

Shorashim RS

12:00 pm
Sukkot Lunch & Learn

Sukkot

Sukkot

9:45 am
Shorashim RS
11:45 am
Playground Dedication

11

6:00 pm
Double Chai

12

13

14

15

Shorashim RS

Shorashim RS

12:00 pm
Lunchtime Talmud

11:45 am
King David Class
6:00 pm
Double Chai

18

Sukkot

19

20

21

Fri
2

Sukkot

5:30 pm
Shabbat Evening &
Sukkot Service
(outdoors)

9

10

6:15 pm
Shabbat Evening &
Simchat Torah Service,
Consecration

10:30 am
Bar Mitzvah of Charlie
Bean

16

17

Simchat Torah
9:00 am
Early Shabbat Service
& Study

9:00 am
Early Shabbat Service
& Study

10:30 am
6:30 pm
Bar Mitzvah of
Shabbat Evening Service Jacob Berliner

7:30 pm
Board Meeting

22

23

24
9:00 am
Early Shabbat Service
& Study

11:45 am
King David Class

Shorashim RS

Shorashim RS

12:00 pm
Lunchtime Talmud

6:00 pm
Double Chai

26

27

28

6:30 pm
Shabbat Evening Service

29

30

10:30 am
Bar Mitzvah of
Ethan Barossi

31
9:00 am
Early Shabbat Service
& Study

9:45 am
Shorashim RS
11:45 am
King David Class

3

9:00 am
Early Shabbat & Sukkot
Service & Study

9:45 am
Shorashim RS

25

Sat

Shorashim RS

Shorashim RS
6:00 pm
Double Chai

12:00 pm
Lunchtime Talmud

10:30 am
6:30 pm
Bar Mitzvah of
Shabbat Evening Service Brady Goldman
& Scholar Speaker
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Temple Beth David Leadership
Officers

Board of Trustees

Pat Aronson, President
Howie Allen, VP of Religious Practices and Social Action
Wendy Berliner, VP of Education
Tim Holiner, VP of Administration Building & Grounds
Eric Dubiner, VP of Administrative Services
Alana Sharenow, VP of Member Resources
Gary Shillin, Treasurer
Seth Cohen, Financial Secretary
Lisa Altman, Congregation Secretary
Paul Greenberg, Immediate Past President

Jonah Berman
Becky Erlichman
Leslie Forman
Lori Friedman
David Goldfisher
Jim Grasfield
Sandra Grasfield
Lynn Kaminski
David Lapp
Gail Mann
Alyson Miller
Jeff Popper
Connie Rizoli
Sondra Traister
Rob Wasserman

Clergy & Staff
Karen Citrin, Co-Rabbi
Micah Citrin, Co-Rabbi
Henry A. Zoob, Rabbi Emeritus
Louise E. Treitman, Cantor Emerita
Leah Graff, Administrative Assistant

Sharing our Lives
Our clergy and community are eager to share in your
times of joy and sadness. Please inform the temple
office about any upcoming births, weddings, special
anniversaries, birthdays, graduations, promotions, if
someone is ill or in the hospital, if a loved one has died,
or any other lifecycle events. The Rabbis would be
glad to offer you a blessing and our community is here
for friendship and support.
For simchas and memorials, please also remember your
Temple funds. Contributing to your favorite fund is a
wonderful way to honor the memory of a loved one or
mark a special occasion. Donation forms are available
in the Temple office, a supply can be sent to you, or click
here: https://tinyurl.com/donatetbd

TEMPLE BETH DAVID

Voice: 781-769-5270
Fax: 781-769-4453
Email: info@templebethdavid.net
www.templebethdavid.net
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