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Rabbis’ Message 
 

Shorashim (Roots): 
Planting for Our Future 

 

Every day we drive by an open field that borders one 
of the Westwood town forests. The trees at the edge of 
the field change their personality throughout the year: 
the light green pointillist buds of spring, the full green 
foliage of summer, clusters of bursting reds, yellows, 
and oranges in the fall, and now the gray, skeletal 
branches of winter. Following the changing faces of 
the trees reminds us of the annual celebration of 
Jewish holidays, the cyclical nature of life, and the 
steady growth that occurs year to year. 
 

Jewish tradition teaches that there are 4 New Years: 
“On the first of Nisan, the new year for the kings and 
festivals; on the first of Elul, the new year for the tithing 
of animals; on the first of Tishrei, the new year for years 
and for planting; on the first of Shevat, the new year for 
the trees. And Hillel says, on the fifteenth of Shevat.  
(Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 1:1)  
 

While it may seem counter intuitive for we New 
England Jews to celebrate the holiday of Tu Bishvat in 
the dead of winter, the trees remind us of the 
potential and promise that lies ahead. As we prepare 
to observe the New Year of the trees in February, we 
would like to reflect on some hopes for renewal that  

we shared from the bima last Rosh HaShanah. 
 

Rabbi Micah spoke about how our spirits and 
earth are in need of renewal in the face of the 
current environmental crisis facing our world. 
Even as civilization seems to be careening to the 
point of irreparable harm to our earth, Temple 
Beth David seeks to do its part to consume 
energy in more sustainable ways.   
 

In December, the Board voted to approve a plan 
that will place solar panels on our roof. We can 
take pride in joining with the other faith houses 
in Westwood as part of a movement toward 
renewable energy. These solar panels will be a 
source of spiritual renewal for our community 

(Continued on page 2) 
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and building, renewal for our environment as its healing needs everyone’s efforts, as well as financial savings.   
 

Rabbi Karen spoke about the need to renew our commitment to the next generation (l’dor vador). This 
congregation has been known for its commitment to education and to our youth. Building the Rabbi Henry A. 
Zoob education wing 10 years ago is one example of this commitment. Imagining a place where adults can 
bring children to learn AND play at temple is a dream that we hope will soon become a reality.  
 

The Early Learning Task Force made up of fifteen temple members under the leadership of Lisa Altman has 
been meeting to explore the possibility of opening our own Early Learning Center at Beth David. 
Simultaneously, we have been exploring the opportunity for a preschool rental partner. We look forward to 
welcoming more young children from the community into our building.   
 

In this spirit, and following recent Board discussion, we are ready to begin creating a playground at the 
temple. We hope you will join us in making an outdoor play area a reality for the next school year! Not only 
will it address the needs of preschool children; it will benefit all children, families, parents and grandparents 
of Temple Beth David. Our Religious School is called “Shorashim,” meaning roots. We are planting Jewish roots 
together! Our temple children will be able to stay and play after class on Sundays, in the afternoons at Hebrew 
school, and following Tot Shabbat, while parents and caregivers relax and meet one another in a friendly 
environment. These intergenerational relationships strengthen our community. “Families that pray and play 
together stay together.”   
 

We are excited to begin to share the vision for the new “Barbara Zoob Playground”  
at Temple Beth David. 

 

How gratifying it will be to honor Barbara’s legacy as Rabbi Zoob’s partner in dreaming of the future of this 
community. The future playground will be easily accessible through the education wing, on the grassy area by 
Pond St. Please watch for more fundraising details coming soon, as well as community building opportunities 
this spring! We hope you will invest and contribute in this act of renewal for our congregation, and help plant 
for our temple’s future.  
 

Tu Bishvat reminds us that even in the winter, roots keep trees firmly established in the earth and that bare 
branches will again burst forth with buds. No wonder we have a day in Jewish tradition devoted to celebrating 
the New Year of the trees. We hold fast to these trees of life as they inspire renewal in our own lives and at 
Temple Beth David. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah Citrin 
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New Member Welcome 

 
We warmly welcome these new 

members  
to our Temple Beth David family: 

 
Jeffrey and Rachel Abraham and  

their children Charlotte and Isabelle 

 
Phil and Melanie Courier and  

their children Madelyn, Amelia and Abby 
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The PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

     
  

recommendations were unanimous. But that is not the reality of human interaction and life in general. I can say, 

with pride, that our discussions were thoughtful, respectful, and focused on what we believe is in the best 

interest of our community as a whole.  
 

 Our next step is to present the revised bylaws to the Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees. 

Once that has occurred and the revisions are accepted by the Board, the bylaws will be distributed to all our 

members and we will hold a congregational meeting to discuss and ratify the changes. I look forward to a 

respectful and thoughtful process as we review the by-laws at the annual meeting.  
 

 Whether we are lay leaders or simply members of this congregation, we all contribute to making our 

community what it is and what we want it to be. Thank you for your presence, dedication, and effort in the 

sacred work of building community. 
 

 

Pat Aronson 

 

“Let all those who occupy themselves with the business of community do so 
only for the sake of heaven, for the merit of their ancestors will sustain them 

and their devotion, too, will endure forever.” Pirkei Avot 
 

Temple presidents write about community a lot. We’ve all said it, in one 

way or another, that supporting the community is why we do what we do, 

and we all place community at the top of our list of priorities – higher than 

budgets or buildings, programs or staffing. What all of us see over the 

course of our tenure is that communities of people are a blessing. 

However, achieving the blessing of community takes dedication, presence, 

and hard work. 
 

We have felt the dedication and presence in our community in recent  

lifecycle moments. There were a number of funerals in November, some quite large and some much smaller. I have heard 

and seen wonderful stories of how meaningful the support of friends and fellow congregants at Temple Beth David was 

to those individuals in need. They experienced the best of our community. We have also celebrated a joyful simcha with 

our rabbis, their sons, and their family. A full sanctuary, dozens of homemade baked goods, and an “all hands on-deck” 

response to making the day special was a wonderful example of the blessings of our community. In January, we will 

individually open our homes to our community with Shabbat BaBayit. I am sure that this year’s Shabbat will be as warm 

and welcoming an evening as it was last year. We experience the blessings of our community in many ways and for me, 

that is amazing, inspiring, and moving.  
 

The hard work comes when we take on initiatives that challenge us as a community to realize our hopes and dreams. I 

am proud and excited that the Temple Beth David Board of Trustees approved a plan to install solar panels on the 

sanctuary roof. This was a significant decision. The details and timing of the project presented a process of deliberation 

for the board.  
 

The opportunity to join other Westwood houses of worship in a joint solar initiative came over the summer, when the 

Board does not meet. A decision had to be made by December 1st in order enjoy the savings of partnering with the other 

faith houses. The financial arrangement required for a non-profit to benefit from the various solar incentives was 

complicated (see David Wang’s report within). We wrestled with Jewish values of Tikkun Olam repairing our world and 

our desire to show leadership around the issue of climate change. We carefully considered our fiduciary responsibility 

and impact to the temple budget. We questioned the accelerated time table for making this decision. We asked tough 

questions and board members shared differences of perspective.   
 

Throughout the process, I felt grateful for Temple Beth David’s cadre of generous, wise and experienced leaders. With 

their support and counsel, I was repeatedly reminded that no issue is too complex to tackle in our community. I was 

repeatedly reminded that despite our differences, we are committed to the best interests of the temple. In the end, we 

came together and made a decision to install the solar system.  
 

Over the next few months, we will continue to plan for our future as we begin to discuss revisions of our Temple Beth 

David bylaws. Dan Weller has done a masterful job leading a group of bright, committed individuals who have read the 

text line by line, fixing commas and capitals, but more importantly, adjusting our document to reflect the current state of 

the world and our congregation. I would like to say that all of our deliberations were easy and that all of our 

recommendations were unanimous. But that is not the reality of human interaction and life in general.  
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Shabbat Chailights 
 

All are welcome at Shabbat services. Friday night services are at 6:30 p.m unless otherwise noted. 
Children are especially welcome; feel free to borrow from the Shabbat toy bin when you enter the 

sanctuary. A lay-led Shabbat morning minyan meets weekly at 9:00 a.m. for prayer, bagels and study  
in the library. All are welcome to worship and celebrate with our 

community on Shabbat mornings at 10:30 a.m. when there is  
a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  

 
January 3 – Start 2020 off right by celebrating the first Shabbat of the secular new year at TBD! 
 

January 10 – 5:30 p.m. brief service before Shabbat Ba-Bayit (Shabbat in the Home). Please 
come help make minyan for those saying Kaddish. Sign up to host or participate in a wonderful 
Shabbat dinner experience.  
 

January 17 – Social Justice Shabbat. On MLK Weekend 2020 join the Social Action Committee to 
reflect on our cares and concerns when it comes to working for justice in our world. Facilitated 
discussion during the Oneg. 
 

January 24 – Shabbat-in-the Round special, acoustic musical service that rejuvenates the spirit 
through song and community 
 

January 31 – 7:00 p.m. Sisterhood Shabbat – led by members of Sisterhood 
 

February 7 – “Caring Shabbat” Service with special focus on TBD’s Caring Connections and Oneg by 
Caring Connections volunteers 
 

February 14 – A “Lovely” Shabbat Service 
 

February 21 – Erev Shabbat Service   
 

February 28 – Erev Shabbat Service 
 

(Continues on the next page…) 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

I can say, with pride, that our discussions were thoughtful, respectful, and focused on what we believe is in the best 

interest of our community as a whole.  
 

Our next step is to present the revised bylaws to the Executive Committee and the Board of Trustees. Once that has 

occurred and the revisions are accepted by the Board, the bylaws will be distributed to all our members and we will 

hold a congregational meeting to discuss and ratify the changes. I look forward to a respectful and thoughtful process 

as we review the by-laws at the annual meeting.  
 

Whether we are lay leaders or simply members of this congregation, we all contribute to making our community what 

it is and what we want it to be. Thank you for your presence, dedication, and effort in the sacred work of building 

community. 
 

Pat Aronson, President 
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Special Shabbat Morning Services 
 
January 4 and February 15 – 9:00 a.m. Tot Shabbat - a fun filled, spirited Shabbat service for our 
youngest members (ages infant – 2nd grade) and parents/grandparents.  
 

February 1 – 10:00 a.m. Shorashim Family Shabbat Experience with student participation 
followed by lunch – all are welcome. 
 

February 29 – 10:00 a.m. Community Shabbat Morning Service with Kiddush Lunch – A New, 
Participatory Experience – stay tuned for more details! Let the rabbis know if you are interested 
in chanting Torah or Haftarah. 
 
 

Shabbat BaBayit on Friday, January 10 
 

Now in its third year, Shabbat BaBayit (Shabbat in the Home) is back once again on Friday, January 
10th! Gather together in the home of fellow members of our temple community to celebrate Shabbat. 

Shabbat BaBayit is a way of enjoying Shabbat in the homes of congregants and  
getting to know each other better. 

  
We invite temple members to open their homes as hosts or to sign up as participants. All ages are 

welcome! You will be matched with other families with similar age children or adults only, in a 
close geographic area. Everyone will contribute food or beverage for the meal. Each home will be 

provided with resources to create a meaningful Shabbat dinner experience. A short service including 
Kaddish will take place at temple at 5:30 pm prior to the dinners.  

It will be an enjoyable and memorable evening!   
 

Feel free to include any information and requests in the sign up. Once you are matched, you will 
receive more information about the location and time of your dinner. We want to include as many 

temple members as possible! Please contact Rabbi Karen or Gary Kaplan (W) with any questions.  
 
 

 
 

Congregational Tu Bishvat Seder 
Sunday, February 9 

10:45-11:30 a.m. 
 

Though it might be snowing here, in Israel spring is around the corner and the leaves are beginning to 
show buds! We’ll gather to celebrate the New Year of the Trees and give thanks for our earth. The 
Kabbalists of Tzefat created a beautiful ritual for Tu Bishvat, a special seder experience including 

tasting a variety of fruits of the earth, 4 cups of colored wine/grape juice representing the 4 seasons, 
and sharing stories of trees and creation from our tradition. Our Tu Bishvat Seder is a joyful, musical 

gathering for all ages, with an emphasis on Tikkun Olam, repairing our world. We especially need 
parent/adult volunteers to help with set up. Please look in your weekly email to sign up to lend  

a hand and to contribute a few items. 
For more information about the holiday of Tu Bishvat, go to:  

https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/tu- bishvat 
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It is a Tree of Life! 
 
There has been a lot of exciting Jewish learning and living during Shorashim (which means “roots”) 
in the first half of the year.   
 
You can get a glimpse into some of our experiential learning here including:  
 

 The first ever Shorashim Family Shabbat Experience on a Shabbat afternoon in November 
ending with the Havdalah ceremony 

 Fall Chugim (electives) for Grades 3-6 on Sunday mornings  
 Hebrew Beit Midrash (fun and games with a modern Hebrew twist) on Tuesday /Wednesday 

afternoon  
 Students participating in SSH (our Sunday Sandwich Hevre making lunches for people at a 

homeless shelter) 
 Hanukkah Happening in December (hands-on Chanukah crafts and food for young children) – 

Thank you to the NAWDTY Youth Group teens who stayed overnight at temple and prepared a 
great morning! 

 Double Chai field trip to the Museum of Fine Arts Community Chanukah Celebration 
(partnering with Jewish Arts Collaborative and CJP) 

 
Looking ahead, there will be memorable Jewish learning for all ages in 2020!  The popular Parenting 
Through a Jewish Lens series continues on January 5 and 12.  Sixth graders will visit and volunteer 
at JF&CS Family Table in Waltham on January 26.  We will experience our first Shorashim 
Shabbat Morning Family Experience on February 1 at 10:00 am.  In the coming months, K-2 will 
get to experience SSH, and 5th-7th grades will enjoy an overnight at temple! 
 
The whole school will participate in a special Tu Bishvat Seder on Sunday, February 9, 10:45-
11:30 am, as we celebrate the New Year of the Trees.  The congregation is welcome to participate!  
Please look in your email to sign up to bring one of the delicious fruits of the earth for tasting and to 
take part that day.  
 
“Eitz Chayim Hi - It is a Tree of Life to all who hold fast to it, and all of its supporters are happy.” 
(Proverbs 3:18)  In Jewish tradition this phrase refers to the Torah.  At Temple Beth David, our 
Jewish learning gives us life, wisdom and joy.  As we celebrate Tu Bishvat this winter, we are 
reminded that our students are seeds, meant to be nurtured and cared for.  Happy 2020!  
 

Youth and Family Education 
Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah Citrin 

 

 
Shorashim News 
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Fall Chugim (Electives) 
 

    

Hebrew Beit Midrash 

Havdallah Happening 

   

   

   

TBD Teens 
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For Families with Young Children 
 

 

Tot Shabbat Saturday, January 4 & February 15, 9:00-10:00 a.m. 
Wake up and celebrate Shabbat together! A fun, interactive service, 

story, Oneg snacks, and craft activity for infants, toddlers, preschoolers, 
and early elementary age children, parents and caregivers with 

the rabbis. A great way to meet other families! 
 
 
 

Mazel Tots Sunday, January 26, 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Hands-on interactive learning for preschool age children (ages 2-5)  
and parents or a caregiver with teacher Steve Shimshak. Explore  
Jewish topics, sing songs, and meet other families! The theme will be 
“Planting our Seeds.” Everyone begins in the sanctuary.  
A great way to get a taste of our Shorashim religious school. 
 

 
 Social Action 
 

Sunday Sandwich Hevre (SSH) 
 
 

January 12 (2nd and 5th grades helping)  
and March 1 (K/1 and 6th grades helping) 

At 10:00 am 
 

All ages are welcome to come help make lunches for homeless people that will be delivered that day to 
Father Bill's & Mainspring Shelter in Quincy. Our goal is to make at least 50 lunches – lots of helping 

hands are needed!  Please contact Cheryl (jebnagle@verizon.net) or Jim Nagle (naglejeb@gmail.com) 
with any questions. You can volunteer to bring supplies and/or help out that day. 

 

       

Thank you to our Shorashim students and volunteers! 
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Adult Education 

 

 

Lunchtime Talmud 
Join the Rabbis on Thursdays, 12:00-1:00 pm in the temple library. We will continue to explore 
Talmud Brachot (Blessings), as well as special holiday texts. Engage in ancient Talmudic debate, offer 
our own interpretations, and gain deeper understanding of Jewish practice today in a supportive 
environment. Bring your own lunch. Texts will be provide in translation. Beginners are welcome.  
 
 

 
 

South Area Introduction to Judaism 
Continues on Sundays, January 5 through April 12 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Adult B’nai Mitzvah – New Group Starting in January 2020! 
 

Are you an adult interested in becoming Bar or Bat Mitzvah, but have not yet had the chance? Are you 
committed to Jewish learning, community, and personal spiritual growth? Jewish tradition affirms 
that you can become bar/bat mitzvah, a person responsible for the commandments, at age thirteen 
and beyond. We invite you to participate. The introductory session will take place in January.  
Please contact Rabbi Karen if you are interested. 
 

 
 

TBD Congregational Israel Trip in April 2021 
 

Registration opens on Thursday, January 2 
Visit this link 

Contact Rabbi Micah with any questions at  
rabbimicah@templebethdavid.net 
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  Inclusion at Temple Beth David - An Update 

By Marcia Perna 
 

For the past year, Temple Beth David has been working on inclusion, which means working to insure 
that our community, our building, Shorashim, our services and events are accessible, welcoming and 

understanding of those who have disabilities, special learning needs, and other challenges. As a 
member of the Inclusion Committee, I recently attended the CJP Ruderman Synagogue Inclusion 

Project program at Temple Emanuel in December. This dinner and program included members and 
staff from many area synagogues, who are working towards the same goals of inclusion. 

 
The keynote speaker was Rabbi Dr. Bradley Shavit Artson. Rabbi Artson is Dean of Rabbinic Studies at 

the American Jewish University in Los Angeles.  He spoke on the topic of “My house shall be a house 
for all people”. Rabbi Artson’s son has autism. Although nonverbal, his son uses an ipad to express 
himself, is quite articulate in this medium and has written articles himself about his experiences. 

Rabbi Artson talked about going to services with his son, who is an enthusiastic participant in 
services; he loves the music and loves to dance to familiar melodies. Some congregants were not 
comfortable with his son’s participation. Ultimately, he and his family found a welcoming, joyful 

congregation that was a perfect fit for them. 
 

There were several workshops at the event. I attended one on Mental Health, Happiness and 
Strategies for Resilience given by Daniel Jackson, Professor of Computer Science at MIT. Dr Jackson is 
a talented photographer. A few years ago, after several student suicides at MIT, Dr Jackson was asked 

to photograph and do a project on resilience. The end result is a book of photographs and 
accompanying stories of students, faculty and staff at MIT, called Portraits of Resilience. They now 

give a copy of this book to all incoming students. He presented a slide show of these photos and 
excerpts from their interviews. The subjects faced many challenges, including depression, anxiety, 

schizophrenia, PTSD. The overriding theme of these interviews is the power of community, friendship 
and supports to help people carry on in the face of their difficulties. As one young man said; when he 

realized how much effort and time his friends had put into helping him cope with his depression, 
providing support, listening to him, he realized, through their love and energy, his life was worth 
living. I found this presentation incredibly moving. If you are interested in Dr. Jackson’s work, his 

website is www.portraitsofresilience.com. You can also sign up for a monthly email “resilience 
postcard”, comprised of a photograph and thoughts on resilience at tinyurl.com/resilience-postcard. 

 
For me, I left this workshop thinking about our own temple community and how we can support 

people with these kinds of challenges. Along with making structural changes to accommodate people 
with disabilities and challenges, inclusion also means raising awareness, opening minds, and creating 
an environment where we can talk about difficult topics, so that our community is a place of respite 

and support for those who need it. 
 

We look forward to sharing more about the inclusion committee’s work, along with an increased focus 
on mental health issues. If you are interested in participating, please contact Connie Rizzoli or Rabbi 

Karen. We also hope you will consider a contribution to the Temple’s Inclusion Fund,  
to help support our efforts.  

 

http://www.portraitsofresilience.com/


January/February 2020                                                      Tevet/Shevat/Adar 5780 

 11 

  

Inclusion at Temple Beth David: Making Inclusion Part of Who We Are 
 

 

 
 

 

Promoting a Culture of Philanthropy at Temple Beth David 
 

This year, the Fundraising Committee and the Board seek to create a culture of philanthropy at 
Temple Beth David. The word philanthropy means, “love of humanity.” Having a culture of 

philanthropy means that Temple Beth David has a community of people who are committed to 
advancing the Temple’s mission and values and enhancing each other’s wellbeing. We believe 
that the educational, religious, and social programs offered at Temple Beth David nurture our minds, 

hearts, and souls, and so, we support these activities financially. 
 

We are seeking support from our congregants through our Gifts From the Heart Annual Campaign, 
through the Kesher Program, a special initiative that asks families to pledge their support to the 

Temple over a five-year period in an amount, and through gifts in honor of or in memory of a loved 
one or friend to any of our designated funds. You can mail a check or go to the temple website to 

donate online. The Annual Campaign will go through the spring.  
We are hoping for 100% participation at any level. 

 
Please Save the Date! On Saturday Evening, March 28, we will be celebrating and recognizing  

our volunteers and donors at the Gifts From The Heart Gala. We also will include the names of our 
donors in the summer edition of the Shofar (unless you request otherwise).  
We are truly grateful for all that you do for Temple Beth David. Thank you! 

 
Lori Friedman, Fundraising Chair 

 

Temple Beth David of  
Westwood Inclusion Statement:  

Temple Beth David aims to make our synagogue an increasingly welcoming 
Jewish home by embracing all people and extending kavod - honor to 

people with different needs and abilities. We are committed to opening the 
doors of our synagogue wider to allow full participation in Jewish 

education, worship, life cycle and fellowship. In partnering with the 
Ruderman Foundation, we look forward to fulfilling the vision of building  

a holy community. 
 

Hanukkah Happening 
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Brotherhood NEWS 
 

The following Brotherhood Breakfasts are currently planned for January and February: 
 
 
 
Sunday, January 5: “Under Pressure” 
This is a Film and Program regarding the gas  
distribution system. The film was created and  
completely produced by students at the Four  
Rivers Charter Public School in Greenfield,  
Massachusetts. This film presents the situation  
of the gas explosions in the Merrimack Valley.  
It explores safety issues of the gas distribution  
system. The film challenges the values of fossil  
fuels in an era of accelerating climate change.  
 
 
Sunday, February 2: Rich Lustig’s Trip to Germany 
Rich Lustig will be travelling to Germany with the Zamir  
Chorale. The Zamir Chorale will be performing at the  
Louis Lewandowski Festival in Berlin, Germany. This will  
be a singing tour. Rich will share his experiences in Germany  
while he was performing and travelling with the Zamir Chorale. 
 
Each breakfast begins at 9:30 am. The programs are scheduled to begin at 10:15 am. The Breakfasts 
cost $10.00, except for those that have pre-paid. The programs are always open to everyone.  
 
The Brotherhood extends its thanks to the following who came and assisted with building the sukkah 
this year: Eric Dubiner, Mark Beal, Dave Janfaza, Paul Marsh, Paul Greenberg, Avi Glaser, Bob 
LaFerrara, Allen Paster, Dave Lederer, Jared Levin, Melissa Levin, and Rabbi Micah. The Brotherhood 
is very grateful to Eric Dubiner, Michael Kraft, and Daron Forman who dismantled the sukkah and 
stored it away for another year. 
 
Future Brotherhood Breakfasts are scheduled for Sunday, March 29, May 3, and June 7. 
 
On Thursday, January 23 and Tuesday, February 25, the TBD Brotherhood invites you to Hearing 
Men's Voices (HMV). HMV is for men who wish to connect with other men through discussion of 
interesting and important topics such as family, work, ways of having fun, Judaism, and health and 
well-being. HMV is a confidential program that we've conducted before and is enjoyed and valued by all 
participants. Please join us! Questions and suggestions are welcomed. RSVP to Mike Brier at 617-462-
3501 or mjbrier1@gmail.com. 
 
For further information please contact: 
Mike Perna, 781-461-1876, mike@amrfinancial.com 

 
 

 

mailto:mjbrier1@gmail.com?subject=Hearing%20Men%27s%20Voices
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JUDAICA SHOP 
 

Stop by the Temple Gift Shop  
on Sunday mornings.   

We are open Sundays from 10 am to 12 pm 
or by appointment. Come do your 

shopping and support the Sisterhood.  If 
you are interested in volunteering to work 
at the Judaica Shop we are always looking 
for extra help. We are also looking to add a 

volunteer with some experience in 
merchandising and/or marketing. If you 

have any questions or would like to 
volunteer, please contact Rachel Watsky at 

Rachel@watsky.me. 
 

 

Sisterhood NOTES 
 

Sisterhood welcomes all women of Temple Beth David to our events and meetings - we encourage 
you to join us.  
 

 7:00 pm Wednesday, January 8. Sisterhood Book Club will be discussing Mischling by Affinity 
Konar, an uplifting fable based on the true story of twin sisters at Auschwitz.  

 

 3:30 pm, Sunday, January 12. Sisterhood Film Club at the temple. We will be watching a 
comedy, A Serious Man the story of an ordinary man's quest struggling to make sense of his life 
by consulting three different rabbis. There will be an optional discussion after the movie and 
men are welcome to participate. 

 

 7:00 pm Wednesday, January 15. Sisterhood Meeting. 
 

 7:00 pm Friday, January 31. Sisterhood Shabbat. Join other congregants for this special and 
warm Shabbat put together by temple women. All are welcome! 
 

 7:00 pm Wednesday, February 5. Sisterhood Book Club will be discussing The Muralist by 
B.A. Shapiro, a thrilling novel of art, history, love, and politics that traces the life of a brilliant 
young artist on the eve of World War II. 

 
 7:00 pm Wednesday, February 12. Sisterhood Meeting. 

 

 Sunday afternoon, March 1. Sisterhood Visit to the Mayyim Hayyim Mikvah in Newton & Rosh 
Chodesh Celebration with Rabbi Karen. 

 

Friends of Amy continues to accept donations for Amy Fiorino to help Amy on her road to recovery. 
Thank you for your support. 
  
Linda Holiner, Sisterhood President 

 
 
 

 

BAMS, CRACKS AND DOTS 
It is time to order your 2020 Mah Jongg Cards! 

The price is $8 per regular card and $9 per large card. 
When you purchase your MJ cards though the TBD 
Sisterhood, the National Mah Jongg League makes a 
donation back to us.  Kindly use the order form and 
send the completed form to Phyllis Paster, 56 Lantern 
Way, Ashland MA 01721 by January 20.  
 
Your check should be made out to the 
Temple Beth David Sisterhood. 
 

Thank you! 
 

 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-amy-with-medical-expenses
file:///C:/Users/Office/Dropbox/TBD%20Shofar%20Current/Shofar%202019/2019%20SHOFAR%20NOV-DEC/DONE/Mahjongg%202020%20Card%20order%20form.pdf
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Temple Beth David 
“Caring Connections” 

 

Caring Connections is a new group of dedicated Temple Beth David members committed to supporting 
synagogue families in times of need. We care for one another at times of illness, injury, loss, isolation, other 

life challenging situations, and times of joy. Our group works collaboratively 
with the rabbis to coordinate efforts. 

 

*Please join us on February 7 at 6:30 pm for a special Shabbat Evening.* 
 

If you are a Temple member needing support, or if you are aware of a congregant in need of assistance, 
please contact Rabbi Karen or Rabbi Micah Citrin. New members are welcome to volunteer. Please contact 

co-chairs Jim Nagle naglejeb@gmail.com or Julie Lampie Julie.lampie@hotmail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solar Update 
 

 
 

At the November Board meeting, a vote passed to proceed with a solar installation at Temple Beth 
David. The project will consist of 82 panels on the south side of the sanctuary roof and will produce 
31.98 kW of electricity or approximately 94% of our current use. Before the panels can be installed, 
the roof below needs to be replaced due to its age of over 30 years. Project commencement is 
weather-dependent. 
 

The carbon dioxide reduction from using the sun, rather than a power plant to produce this power is 
equivalent to preserving 34 acres of forest. Based on a 25-year life of the panels, and accounting for 
the financing necessary for the project, we should also see a cumulative savings well in excess of 
$200,000. 
 

The Board voted to temporarily finance the project through the use of our existing line of credit. It is 
anticipated that a vote will be brought before the congregation to refinance and utilize our first 
mortgage at a later date based on a lower interest rate. 
 

I would like to thank the Finance Committee, the Executive Committee and the entire Board for their 
careful consideration and deliberation regarding this project. I would also like to thank Ad Hoc Solar 
Committee members Fred Davis, Tim Holiner, and Rabbi Micah for all their time and effort on this 
project.  
 

David Wang, Ad Hoc Solar Committee Chair 

 

mailto:naglejeb@gmail.com
mailto:Julie.lampie@hotmail


January/February 2020                                                      Tevet/Shevat/Adar 5780 

 15 

 

  



January/February 2020                                                      Tevet/Shevat/Adar 5780 

 16 

  

DONATIONS  

 

GENERAL FUND 
Rabbi Henry and Barbara Zoob 
Marilyn and Michael Brier     In memory of Anne Heller’s husband 
       In memory of Renee Goldberg’s father 
Nancy Gottlieb and Matthew Watsky In memory of Susan Smidt, Ronald Goldberg, 

Paul Goldstein, David Schreiber, and Bill 
Stoneman 

Wendy, Marc, Rachel, and Jacob Berliner In memory of Ronald Goldberg, father of 
Renee Goldberg 

Allen Berliner In memory of Joseph Berliner 
Fay and Parviz Janfaza In memory of Dr. Goldberg, father of Renee 

Goldberg 
Marcia and Jon Hirshberg In memory of David Schreiber 
Irma and Sheldon Zieper In memory of David Schreiber 
Saundra and Harvey Stein We are so sorry for the loss of David 

Schreiber 
Jeannine Simon In memory of Donald Robinson 
Associates of Internal Medicine, Norwood In remembrance of David Schreiber 
Sue Molloy In memory of David Schreiber 
Barbara and Mark Friedman We send our heartfelt love in memory of 

David Schreiber 
Lois Wasserman In memory of Dr. David S. Schreiber, beloved 

husband, father, and grandfather 
Robert and Margaret Dwight In memory of Dr. David Schreiber 
Leslie and Robert Stacks In memory of David Schreiber 
Ellie Forman In memory of David Schreiber 
Carole and David Decter In fond memory of David S. Schreiber 
Miriam and Peter Roos In memory of David Schreiber 
Roberta and Glenn Minkovitz In memory of David Schreiber, beloved 

father, grandfather, and husband 
Steve and Wendy Carr In memory of David Schreiber 
Brenda Fraser In memory of Paul Goldstein, Bill Stoneman, 

Susan Smidt, Ronald Goldberg, and Donald 
Robinson 

Linda Kipper and Lawrence Stone In honor of Itai and Yonah Citrin and their 
B’nai Mitzvah 

Jack and Sunny O’Malley In memory of our good friend Mel Galer 
Clyde Jay Chudnoff In memory of David Schreiber 
Joan Matulis In memory of David Schreiber, M.D 
Blossom Grossman In memory of David Schreiber 
Carol and Stuart Gilbert In memory of David Schreiber 
Judith Feldman In memory of Dr. David S. Schreiber 
Theodore and Barbara Widmayer In memory of David Schreiber 
The Feinfeld Family In celebration of Yonah and Itai’s B’nai 

Mitzvah 
Philip and Barbara Weinstein In memory of David Schreiber 
Allen and Edwina Berliner In memory of David Schreiber – a great man 
Brad and Jennifer Weiner In loving memory of David Schreiber 
Marian Glasgow In remembrance of my father, Harry Katzen 
 

(continued on next page…) 

Condolences 
 

We mourn the  
loss of: 

 
 

Barry Friedman, 
husband of Barbara 

Friedman 
~ 

Ronald Goldberg, 
father of Renee and 

Bernie Goldberg, 
father-in-law of 
Paul Greenberg, 

grandfather of Jake 
and Simone 

~ 

Paul Goldstein, 
husband of Anny 

Goldstein 
~ 

David Schreiber, 
husband of Celina 

Schreiber, father of 
Debbie Blacksten 

and Laurie Rodman 
~ 

Phyllis Grossbaum, 
mother of David 

Grossbaum, mother-
in-law of Debra 

Grossbaum, 
grandmother of 
Rachel, Jacob, 

Sophie and Talia 
~ 

Hans Petschaft, 
father of Susan 

Rothstein, 
grandfather of Ben 

and Madeline 
~ 

Anny Goldstein, wife 
of the late Paul 

Goldstein, mother of 
Lee, Marc, and 

Adam 
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DONATIONS continued. 
 

RABBIS DISCRETIONARY FUND 
David and Deborah Wang In honor of the simcha of Yonah and Itai becoming B’nai Mitzvah 
Marcy and Will Krasnow Mazel Tov on the B’nai Mitzvah of Yonah and Itai 
Mark and Nancy L. Springer In honor of Itai and Yonah’s B’nai Mitzvah 
The Popper Family In memory of Michael Cornell 
The Traister Family In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Itai and Yonah 
Mel and Carol Bernstein In memory of Ronald Goldberg, father of Renee and Bernie 

Goldberg 
 In loving memory of Carol’s mother, Doris Needle 
Carolyn and Rich Reich In loving memory of David Schreiber 
Sandy and Ken Morris In memory of Dorothy Goldstein 
Brenda and Liana Fraser In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Yonah and Itai Citrin 
The Bornstein Family In memory of our father and “Poppy”, Morty Bornstein 
Robert and Randi Goldman Mazel Tov to Itai and Yonah Citrin on their B’nai Mitzvah 
Bill and Edie Selles In honor of Itai and Yonah’s B’nai Mitzvah 
Hazel and Jordan Warnick In honor of B’nai Mitzvah of Itai and Yonah Citrin 
The Toubman Family In loving memory of our mother and grandmother, Janet M. 

Hennick 
Harvey and Sandy Grasfield In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Itai and Yonah Citrin 
Meryl and Neil Schram In memory of Susan Smidt 
 In memory of Ronald Goldberg 
 In memory of David Schreiber 
Mary Ann Creighton In memory of Stephen R. Kravetz 
Roger and Gwen Forman In honor of Charlotte and Lucy Forman’s B’not Mitzvah 
Marjorie Grosser In memory of Etta Jacobs 

 
 

ART, DECORATING, & LANDSCAPING FUND 
Mel and Carol Bernstein     In loving memory of David Schreiber  

  

SIDDUR (PRAYER BOOK)  
Harriet Gould No amount of money can adequately acknowledge the life led by 

David Schreiber. May his memory be a blessing. 
Renee Todres and Charles Schwartz In loving memory of David Schreiber  
 

ONEG SHABBAT FUND 
The Traister Family     In honor of the B’nai Mitzvah of Itai and Yonah 
       In memory of Ronald Goldberg 
Alan and Joyce Levine     In memory of Nancy Levine 

 

L’DOR VADOR ENDOWMENT FUND 
Liz Watsky In honor of Matthew Watsky’s birthday 
 

LIBRARY FUND 
Linda Small In memory of Paul Goldstein 
Harvey and Sandy Grasfield In memory of Dr. David Schreiber 
 

 
(continued on next page…) 

 



January/February 2020                                                      Tevet/Shevat/Adar 5780 

 18 

 
  

Sharing our Lives! 
 

Our clergy and community are eager to share in 
your times of joy and sadness. Please inform the 

temple office about any upcoming births, 
weddings, special anniversaries, birthdays, 

graduations, promotions, if someone is ill or in 
the hospital, if a loved one has died, or any 

other lifecycle events.  The Rabbis would be 
glad to offer you a blessing and our community 

is here for friendship and support.  
 

For simchas and memorials, please also 
remember your Temple funds. Contributing to 
your favorite fund is a wonderful way to honor 

the memory of a loved one or mark a special 
occasion. Donation forms are available in the 

Temple office, a supply can be sent to you,  
or click below: 

 https://tinyurl.com/donatetbd  

DONATIONS continued. 
 

MENDERS ADULT EDUCATION FUND 
Mark and Julie Lampie We are sorry for the recent loss of Renee Goldberg’s parents 
 In memory of David Schreiber, beloved husband 
Mark Beal 
Marcy and Will Krasnow In memory of David Schreiber 
Florence Preisler In memory of David Schreiber 
James and Sally Weiner 
 

FLOWER FUND 
Michael and Debra Kraft Mazel tov to the Citrin family on the B’nai Mitzvah of Itai and 

Yonah 
Leslie and Joel Wasserman So proud of our grandchildren and their participation in the High 

Holidays 
 

BUILDING FUND 
Lori Friedman In honor of Jim Grasfield, Mark Lampie, and Gary Shillin for their 

steadfast dedication to the temple building 
 

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE FUND 
Temple Beth David Brotherhood In memory of David Schreiber 
 

CHILD’S LIBRARY BOOK FUND 
Naomi Weiner In memory of Peter Levowich 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Thank you from the Citrin Family 
 
Dear Temple Beth David Family,  
 

We are so grateful for all the love and support 
you shared with us as our children were called 
to the Torah as B’nai Mitzvah last November. 
We especially thank the temple staff and all of 
you who helped bake, schlep, greet, usher, and 
set tables. On behalf of Itai and Yonah, we are 
grateful for being part of such a caring and 
dedicated synagogue community. The memory 
of that day, celebrating with family and friends 
from near and far, continues to lift us up.  
We hope you will join us in continuing to fulfill 
the mitzvah of welcoming our young adults into 
our community as they become bar/bat 
mitzvah. We look forward to other occasions to 
join with you in prayer, Torah study, and 
Shabbat celebration.    
 

With gratitude,  
Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah Citrin     
 

https://tinyurl.com/donatetbd
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  January 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2  
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunchtime Talmud 

3  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Shabbat Evening Service 

4  
9:00 am 
Early Shabbat Service & 
Study 
 
9:00 am 
Tot Shabbat 

5  
9:30 am 
Shorashim RS 
 
9:30 am 
Brotherhood Breakfast 
 
10:00 am 
Parenting Through a 
Jewish Lens 
 
2:00 pm 
Introduction to Judaism 
 

6  
 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 
 
5:30 pm 
Double Chai  
Dinner & Class 
 
7:00 pm 
Sisterhood Book Club 

9  
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunchtime Talmud 

10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Service 
6:00 pm 
Shabbat BaBayit 
(Shabbat in the Home) 

11  
9:00 am 
Early Shabbat Service & 
Study 

12  
9:30 am 
Shorashim RS 
 
10:00 am 
SSH 
10:00 am 
Parenting Through a 
Jewish Lens 
 
11:30 am 
New Member Welcome 
 
2:00 pm 
Introduction to Judaism 
 
 

13  
 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 

15  
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 
 
5:30 pm 
Double Chai  
Dinner & Class 
 
7:00 pm 
Sisterhood Meeting 

16  
 
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunchtime Talmud 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Board Meeting 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Shabbat Evening Service 
Social Justice 

18  
9:00 am 
Early Shabbat Service & 
Study 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 

22  
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 
 
5:30 pm 
Double Chai  
Dinner & Class 

23  
 
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunchtime Talmud 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Hearing Men’s Voices 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Shabbat in the Round 
Evening Service 

25  
9:00 am 
Early Shabbat Service & 
Study 

26  
9:30 am 
Shorashim RS 
 
9:30 am 
Mazel Tots 
 
 
2:00 pm 
Introduction to Judaism 
 

27  
 

28  
 
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 

29  
 
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 
 
5:30 pm 
Double Chai  
Dinner & Class 
 

30  
 
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunchtime Talmud 

31  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm 
Sisterhood Shabbat 
Evening Service 
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 February 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1  

9:00 am 
Early Shabbat Service & 
Study 
 
10:00 am 
Shorashim Family 
Shabbat Morning Service 
& Lunch 

2  
9:30 am 
Brotherhood Breakfast 
 
 
 
 
2:00 pm 
Introduction to Judaism 

3  
  

4  
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 
 
 

5  
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 
 
5:30 pm 
Double Chai  
Dinner & Class 
 
7:00 pm 
Sisterhood Book Club 

6  
 
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunchtime Talmud 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Shabbat Evening Service 
Caring Connections 

8  
9:00 am 
Early Shabbat Service & 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
5th, 6th, 7th Gr. Shul-In 
Overnight 

9  
9:30 am 
Shorashim RS 
 
10:45 am 
Tu Bishvat Seder 

10  
 

11  
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 

12  
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 
 
5:30 pm 
Double Chai  
Dinner & Class 
 
7:00 pm 
Sisterhood Meeting 

13  
 
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunchtime Talmud 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Shabbat Evening Service 

15  
9:00 am 
Early Shabbat Service & 
Study 
 
9:00 am 
Tot Shabbat 

16  
 

17  
Presidents Day 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 
 
 

21  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Shabbat Evening Service 

22  
9:00 am 
Early Shabbat Service & 
Study 

23  
 
 
 
 
3:30 pm 
Sisterhood Film Club 

24  
 

25  
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 

26  
 
 
 
 
3:45 pm 
Shorashim RS 
 
5:30 pm 
Double Chai  
Dinner & Class 
 

27  
 
 
 
12:00 pm 
Lunchtime Talmud 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 
Board Meeting 

28  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Shabbat Evening Service 

29  
9:00 am 
Early Shabbat Service & 
Study 
 
10:00 am 
Community Shabbat 
Morning Service & 
Kiddush Lunch 

 
 


