Meet Our Shorashim & Double Chai Teachers
Molly Cooper
Kindergarten (Sun)
Hello! My name is Molly Cooper and I am the Kindergarten
Shorashim teacher this year. I can't wait to meet our youngest
students! I grew up going to Temple Beth David and working
as a madricha, and I am so glad that I get to return as a teacher
to this loving community. This will be my second year teaching
in Shorashim - last year I taught 2nd grade. I also went to URJ
Eisner Camp as both a camper and staff and was involved with the
temple youth group. I am currently a full time student at Lesley
University studying Early Childhood Education and Psychology.
Outside of teaching I love hiking, listening to music, and spending
time with friends and family.
This year we will explore Jewish symbols, holidays, and stories, and
get to know our synagogue community. I’m looking forward to
learning and growing with the Kindergarten class this year!
Molly

Jenni Bushinsky
1st Grade (Sun)
Dear Families,
I am thrilled to be your first grade Shorashim teacher!
We are going to learn about Jewish holidays, values,
stories, and Hebrew letters through games, crafts, and
songs. We will also get to know each other better and
be an active part of our temple community. We will use
a special series called BJL: "Beginning Jewish Learning."
There will be some packets to take home for parents as well.
A little bit about me, I taught kindergarten Hebrew school
at Temple Beth Emanu-El in Marblehead. While teaching,
I had the opportunity to travel to Israel with other Jewish
educators through the Lapin foundation’s teachers to Israel
program. Through the same organization, I was recruited to
be a counselor on the youth Israel trip. I can’t wait to visit
again! While I’m not at Shorashim or substitute teaching at
Shalom Corner early learning center, I am a substitute nurse for the Medfield public school system.
I live in Medfield with my husband Lou, and my children, Ethan (9), Ayla (7), and Rachel (4). Our family also has
a bearded dragon and two bunnies! We are active members of Temple Beth David, too.
I am looking forward to a year of learning and fun and I can’t wait to meet all of you!
Jenni Bushinsky

Barry Mindes
2 Grade Judaic (Sun)
nd

Dear Second Graders and your families,
I hope that everyone had a fabulous summer and are looking
forward to an exciting second grade religious school year. I am
so pleased to be back at the temple for my sixth year of teaching.
After living in Sharon for numerous years, my wife and I have
relocated to Foxboro. I have two married daughters and three
granddaughters who like to visit all the time. During last year's
pandemic we purchased a new puppy named Milo. He provides
great comfort and lots of exercise. I enjoy watching Patriot games
and reading.
The second grade focuses on our Jewish community and doing
mitzvot - specific important actions. The students begin to think
about God's world and their place in it by exploring themes of
creation, tzedakah, prayer, and holidays. Our classroom learning is
enhanced with art, music, cooking, and holiday celebration.
Students will learn the Hebrew letters and vowels through a primer
book, movement activities, and other hands-on learning. They will
begin to make connections with Hebrew words and concepts. We
will also get to know some of the stories and portions in the Torah. Parents are encouraged to read Jewish
stories and perhaps come share a story with the class. The books and materials we will use are: Let's Discover
Mitzvot, My Weekly Sidra, Journeys Through the Alef-Bet, and The Jewish Holiday Treasure Trail.
I welcome parent participation and involvement whenever possible. If you have any questions or need to
share any information, please feel free to contact me. I am looking forward to another productive and fun
filled learning year with your children. Please remember to send in Tzedakah on Sunday mornings. At the end
of the year, we will decide which charity to send our tzedakah to.
Wishing all of you a very happy and healthy New Year!
L'Shana Tova!
Barry

Sherman Goldblum
3rd Grade Judaic (Sun)
I am originally from New Haven, CT and recently graduated from the
University of Vermont in 2020. I grew up attending synagogue Hebrew
school. For the last year, I have been working at the Rashi School in
Dedham as the Social Justice Assistant. In my free time I love playing
sports, exploring Boston and watching whatever is good on Netflix,
Disney+ etc. I started teaching at Temple Beth David last year with a
great group of 3rd graders and have grown to really appreciate the
community. I'm excited to get going once again and meet the new
students! We'll be using The Explorer's Bible and other materials
about Torah, midrash (interpretation), and Jewish families and
community.

Emily Goldberg
4 Grade Judaic (Sun)
th

Hi! My name is Emily Goldberg, and I am so excited to be teaching 4th
grade! I am originally from Sharon, MA and went to Kehillah Schechter
Academy (formerly SASSDS) for day school. I am a recent grad from
UMass Amherst, and I just started a position in Human Resources at
Beth Israel Deaconness Medical Center in Boston. Previously, I worked
at the Rashi school, teaching and assisting grades K-3. I have been
exposed to a range of Jewish observance styles and traditions and have
found a common joy in celebrating our holidays, sharing our stories,
and learning our values, which I can’t wait to bring to the classroom
setting! My background and enthusiasm for Jewish culture are what
drive me to teach at Temple Beth David. I’m looking forward to getting
to know you all!
The 4th grade theme is Middot and Mitzvot and Being a Mensch –
Jewish Values and Actions. We will be using a variety of resources including A Kid's Mensch Handbook, Living
Jewish Values, Jewish Values From Alef to Tav, and Jewish Holidays, Jewish Values Journal.
Emily

Ellen Frank
5 Grade Judaic (Sun)
th

Dear Parents of 5th grade students,
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself and tell you about
this year.
I am married to Jeff and we have two adult children, a daughter named
Melissa and a son named David. We also have a dog named Chloe. David
is making me a Grammie for the third time when his little boy is born in
November and we couldn’t be more excited! We live in Franklin where I
am currently a full time In-house substitute at one of the middle schools.
When I am not working, I enjoy needle crafts, playing Mah Jong and
motorcycling with my husband (and sometimes Chloe).
I have been working in education for about 40 years starting in public
school as a 4th grade teacher in Boston. I also worked in Sharon with the
METCO program. I taught religious school at Temple Sinai in Sharon for
many years and I came to Temple Beth David seven years ago. I am so
happy to be working with your child this year!
We will be having a very exciting year. As 5th graders, the curriculum is
“Am Yisrael and Eretz Yisrael” – the People and Land of Israel. We will begin the year exploring Jewish
communities around the world. We will use the texts, Experience Modern Israel and The Amazing History of
the Jews as a basis for our learning and these will be augmented with other materials and some online
learning. We will also review the holidays and festivals with a “5th grade eye.” An important part of the
curriculum this year is our connection to an elementary school in Haifa called Romema. The children will get a
chance to share information with our partner school and Israeli children their same age.
It is my hope that your child will be present and participate as much as possible. Please feel free to get in
touch with me whenever you need to. I am looking forward to a wonderful year!
Sincerely,
Ellen Frank

Sarah Rovin
6 Grade Judaic (Sun), Hebrew (Wed), Grade 7, Double Chai
th

Sarah is a Rabbinical student at Hebrew College. Before starting
Rabbinical School, she worked as a JOFEE (Jewish outdoor food
farming and environmental Education) Educator at Pearlstone for
three and a half years. She arrived at Pearlstone through
participating in the JOFEE Fellowship in 2017 and worked with
people of all ages while cultivating a deep relationship to the land.
She also has professional experience as a case manager,
community educator, and has been involved in community
organizing around climate justice. Sarah also worked at Jewish
summer camp with the rabbis this summer. In her free time Sarah
enjoys singing in community with her friends and spending quality
time with her bunny Rabbit Akiva.
Sixth grade this year will focus on key chapters in Jewish history,
Jewish texts, and the "B'nai Telem" social action applied learning
curriculum. Each student will receive a cartoon based textbook called The Story of the Jews, A 4,000 Year
Adventure. Sarah looks forward to getting to know all the students! Shana Tova! Sarah Rovin

Roberta Gorden
Hebrew 3rd/4th, tutoring (Tues/Wed)
I would like to welcome your child to the grade 3 and 4 Hebrew classes
at Temple Beth David. I have my degree in elementary education and
have been a Jewish educator for more than 25 years with experience
teaching grades K-8. I returned to Beth David 14 years ago and have
taught many years at Temple Beth Avodah in Newton. I live in Sharon
with my husband Richie. I am blessed to have 2 wonderful sons and
daughters-in-law, 5 precious grandchildren (2 granddaughters and 3
grandsons ages 3 months- almost 5 years) and a sweet grandpuppy.
I enjoy spending time with my family (especially the grandkids), going
to the beach and going for walks. I am looking forward to an exciting
and rewarding year together.
Your child will be given a folder with a Hebrew home practice assignment.
I encourage some practicing between sessions to prepare for the next
class. I give out lots of stickers! Please have them bring their folder to
class each session. Third grade students will receive an online login for
AlefBet Quest. Please contact me if you have any questions, additional
information you would like me to know about your child or to discuss
any issues relevant to your child's progress.
L'Shana Tova! Best wishes for a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year.

Cantor Marc Stober
Hebrew 5th/6th (Tues/Wed)
Dear Students and Families,
Welcome to a new year of Hebrew learning at Temple Beth David! I hope
you had a good Rosh HaShanah. We just started the new Jewish year of
5782. I think it's fun that we get to start the school year once we're already
in the new Jewish year, don't you?
This year, we'll be learning Hebrew, and in particular working on our skills
reading the Hebrew prayers we read and chant in synagogue. There is a lot
of meaningful wisdom in our Jewish tradition. Reading Hebrew means you
can access that wisdom in its original language, and the basic skills are the
foundation upon which your future Jewish learning can be built.
A little about me: While this is my first year teaching at Temple Beth David,
I've known Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah for several years and am excited
to finally be a part of the congregation. I received my ordination as a
Cantor at Hebrew College in Newton last June, and my master's in Jewish
Education there the year before. I also had a career as a software engineer.
I'll be teaching on Tuesday and Wednesday at Temple Beth David, and on Sundays I'm the education director
at a religious school in Manchester, New Hampshire. I live in Newton and have two teenage children. They've
become bar and bat mitzvah over the past few years, so I've seen as a parent how all the hard work of learning
Hebrew pays off.
I'm excited to meet all of you! If you'd like to introduce yourself/your child before we meet, and especially if
there are any particular things your child needs to ensure a successful year, please send that to Rabbi Karen
who will pass it along to me.
With blessings for a sweet year,
Cantor Marc

Josh Conescu
Hebrew (Wed), Grade 7, Double Chai
Josh is ready to start year three at TBD! He has taught in both Day Schools
(Rashi, Shechter) and supplemental programs including Temple Shalom in
Newton where he’s about to begin his 20th(!) year. Josh also works at
Camp Pembroke during the summer. Josh is a lifelong Jewish learner who
is passionate about passing along the cultural richness of Judaism through
prayers, stories, and creative interpretation. Josh is a storyteller who
particularly enjoys adapting Jewish folktales for audiences of all ages.
He is drawn to two particular questions from the TaNaKh: “Ayekah?”
“Where are you?” God’s question to Adam and Eve; and “Mah l’cha po?”
- “Why are you here?” God’s inquiry to Elijah. Josh believes that all of his
teaching and learning is in response to these two questions.

Jason Allen
Double Chai (Wed)
Hi, my name is Jason. I grew up here at Temple Beth David and can't
wait to begin my second year teaching. As a kid, attending programs
like Jewish summer camp and Double Chai connected me to my Jewish
identity, allowing me to learn and grow as a person. I am excited for the
opportunity to provide those experiences to today's Jewish youth. I
graduated from Northeastern at the end of 2020 and now work as a
software engineer for Thermo Fisher Scientific. I also serve as the
NAWDTY Youth Group Advisor.

And Rabbi Karen and Rabbi Micah Citrin!
We all look forward to learning with you!

