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Marcia Schwartz
Kindergarten

ABOUT ME
Marcia has been in the childcare profession for over 30 years. She has

worked mostly with infants and toddlers and enjoys watching them learn
and grow. When not at work, she loves to get together with family and

friends. She enjoys being out in nature and taking walks along the beach.
Marcia, her son Seth, and his cat Luna have lived in Mansfield for 5 years.
Marcia is a full time teacher in the Shalom Corner Early Learning Center
and is excited to be joining the Shorashim Religious School community in

Kindergarten! This year we will explore Jewish symbols, holidays, and
stories, and get to know our synagogue community. We will begin to

become familiar with our Hebrew letters! I’m looking forward to learning
and growing with the Kindergarten class this year! 

Here are 5 fun facts about me!
1

Family and
friends are

important to
me!

I love working
with children!

I learn so
much from

them. 

2 3
I love to take

walks in
nature,

especially at
the beach. 



ABOUT ME

Jenni Bushinsky 
1ST GRADE

I am thrilled to be your first grade Shorashim teacher! We are
going to learn about Jewish holidays, values, and stories through

games, crafts, and songs. We will also get to know each other
better and be an active part of our Temple community.  A little bit
about me, I taught kindergarten religious school at Temple Beth
Emanu-El in Marblehead. While teaching, I had the opportunity to

travel to Israel with other Jewish educators through the Lapin
foundation’s teachers to Israel program. Through the same

organization, I was recruited to be a counselor on the youth to
Israel trip. I can’t wait to visit Israel again! While I’m not at
Shorashim, I am a substitute teacher at Shalom corner the

Temple’s preschool. Another role I fill is as a substitute nurse for
the Medfield public school system. I live in Medfield with my

husband Lou, and my children, Ethan (10), Ayla (8), and Rachel (5).
Our family also has a bearded dragon and two bunnies! We are
active members of Temple Beth David and Shorashim too! I am
looking forward to a year of learning and fun and I can’t wait to

meet all of you!
 



ABOUT ME
Welcome to Grade 2 Shorashim! It is with great pleasure that I introduce

myself, Barry Mindes, as your Sunday School teacher. I hope that everyone
had a fabulous summer and are looking forward to an exciting school year.

This is my seventh year teaching at Temple Beth David. I presently live in
Foxboro with my wife and puppy Milo. I have two daughters and three

granddaughters who love to visit often. I enjoy reading and watching Patriots
games. During the summer, I work at Camp Grossman in Westwood. We begin

each week in the Sanctuary for tefillah (prayer) and parents are always
welcome to join us as we begin our day. In 2nd grade we focus on our Jewish
community and doing mitzvot - good deeds. The students will begin to think

about God's world and their place in it by exploring themes of creation,
tzedakah, prayer, and holidays. enhanced with art, music, cooking, and

holiday celebrations. Students will learn Hebrew letters and vowels through a
primer book, movement activities, and other hands-on learning. 

Here are 5 fun facts about me!

1
I love walking my

dog Milo!

My favorite ice
cream is black

raspberry
chocolate chip!

2
3

4

5
My favorite places
to go on vacation

are Maine &
Aruba!

My favorite snack
is cashews!

I like to go out to
dinner with my
wife & friends.

Barry Mindes
2nd GRADE



ABOUT ME
I am a current sophomore at

Brandeis University. I have
lived in the Chicago area my

whole life. I currently serve as
the Tikkun Olam (Social
Justice) Coordinator for
Brandeis' Reform Jewish

community, and couldn't love it
more! I also spent seven years
at OSRUI, a Reform summer

camp in Wisconsin. In my free
time, I enjoy playing frisbee

golf, playing Smash Bros, and
listening to all kinds of music!

Noah
Glassberg

3rd GRADE

Ben
Breslow 

I am a sophomore at
Brandeis University studying

Environmental Science. I
grew up at Congregation

B'nei Israel in Northampton
Massachusetts and at Camp

Yavneh where I work as a
summer camp counselor.

Both of these places really
helped me love and find

meaning in engaging with
Judaism. I love playing

ultimate frisbee!

ABOUT ME

We are excited to be co-teaching the 3rd grade at Temple Beth David. We'll
be using The Explorer's Bible and other materials about Torah, midrash

(interpretation), and Jewish families and community.



ABOUT ME
Hello, my name is Noah Berkowitz. I am a sophomore at Brandeis University

in Waltham, Massachusetts. Judaism has always been a core part of my
identity. I went to the Rashi School in Dedham, Massachusetts where I began

to learn Hebrew and fostered a love for Israel and Jewish traditions. I am
studying psychology and education at Brandeis and I love working with

children. I have worked as a counselor for many years at Camp Yavneh (with
Rabbi Micah and Rabbi Karen) in New Hampshire, and I also was an assistant
teacher at Temple Aliyah in Needham, Massachusetts during high school. The
4th grade theme is Middot and Mitzvot and Being a Mensch – Jewish Values
and Actions. We will be using a variety of resources including A Kid's Mensch
Handbook, Living Jewish Values, Jewish Values From Alef to Tav, and Jewish

Holidays, Jewish Values Journal.  I am so excited to share my love for
Judaism with your children!

Here are 5 fun facts about me!

1
I have been
playing the

drums for ten
years! 

I love to sail
and I was the

sailing
instructor at

Camp Yavneh.

2 3
4

I am in Brandeis
Voicemale, an all

male acapella
group that my
dad started!

My mom
went to camp

with Rabbi
Karen.

Noah Berkowitz
4th Grade



ABOUT ME
I am Ellen Frank. I’ve been a teacher for too many years to count (in both

public and religious school) and I am currently a permanent building
substitute in Franklin. I live with my husband, Jeff, and our beautiful 14 year
old Maltese dog named Chloe. I have 2 grown children (Melissa and David), a

daughter-in-law (Beth), and 3 grandchildren (Alexis, Reagan, and Landon).
This will be my 7th year as a Shorashim teacher at Temple Beth David. I

taught 4th grade when I first came and for the last 5 years I have been the
5th grade teacher and I love it!  During my spare time, I pay mah jong,

crochet, and read. I also visit my granddaughters whom I adore!  I’m excited
to be working with my new 5th graders. I hope we have wonderful and far-

reaching discussions about Israel and Jews around the world. I look forward
to this class learning about the similarities and differences between Am

Yisrael (the people of Israel) and Eretz Yisrael (the land of Israel).

Here are 5 fun facts about me!

1
My first

teaching job
was in the city

of Boston.
 

My favorite favor
of ice cream is

coffee either plain
or with oreo
cookie in it.

2
3

4

5
When I was in high
school, I was the
captain of our
synchronized
swim team.

I was born and
brought up in
Connecticut 

I have ridden on
a motorcycle

with my
husband.

Ellen Frank
5th Grade



ABOUT ME
I hail from the Midwest & attended Indiana University for college. After

moving to Boston, I discovered a passion for learning anything related to
Judaism. In 2005, I completed a MA in Jewish Studies at Hebrew College.

Through my experiences teaching in local area synagogues & at Prozdor, I
fell in love with Jewish education which led in part to entering rabbinical

school. I am a candidate for rabbinic ordination in June 2023. I live in Natick
with my spouse Aaron & our three children. In addition to enjoying time with

my family & friends, I spend my time outside of school reading, enjoying
music, baking, walking through the woods, & practicing Zentangle (a

meditative art form). I hope to inspire a love of Jewish learning &
engagement in the community. Sixth grade this year will focus on key

chapters in Jewish history, Jewish texts, & the "B'nai Telem" social action
applied learning curriculum. Each student will receive a cartoon based

textbook called The Story of the Jews, A 4,000 Year Adventure.
 Here are 5 fun facts about me!

1
I have played

clarinet since I was
10 years old &

continue to play
occasionally.

I make a
chocolate cake so
good that my kids

scoff at store-
bought. 

2
3

4
5

I am creating
Zentangle art

pieces for each of
the Five Books of

Torah. 

I spent my
summer working
as a chaplain at

Brigham &
Women’s 
hospital.

My favorite Jewish
holiday is Passover,

though I cherish
making Havdallah

after Shabbat.

Ashira Stevens
6th Grade



ABOUT ME

I would like to welcome your child to the grade 3 and 4 Hebrew
classes at Temple Beth David. I have my degree in elementary

education and have been a Jewish educator for more than 25 years
with experience teaching grades K-8. I returned to Beth David 14

years ago and have taught many years at Temple Beth Avodah in
Newton. I live in Sharon with my husband Richie. I am blessed to

have 2 wonderful sons and daughters-in-law, 5 precious
grandchildren (2 granddaughters and 3 grandsons ages 3 months-

almost 5 years) and a sweet grandpuppy. I enjoy spending time with
my family (especially the grandkids), going to the beach and going
for walks. I am looking forward to an exciting and rewarding year

together. Your child will be given a folder with a Hebrew home
practice assignment. I encourage some practicing between sessions

to prepare for the next class. I give out lots of stickers! 
 

Roberta Gorden
3rd & 4th Grade

Hebrew Learning & Tutoring



ABOUT ME
This year, we'll be learning Hebrew, and in particular working on our
skills reading the Hebrew prayers we read and chant in synagogue.
There is a lot of meaningful wisdom in our Jewish tradition. Reading
Hebrew means you can access that wisdom in its original language,

and the basic skills are the foundation upon which your future
Jewish learning can be built. A little about me: While this is my first
year teaching at Temple Beth David, I've known Rabbi Karen and

Rabbi Micah for several years and am excited to finally be a part of
the congregation. I received my ordination as a Cantor at Hebrew
College in Newton last June, and my master's in Jewish Education

there the year before. I also had a career as a software engineer. I'll
be teaching on Tuesday and Wednesday at Temple Beth David, and

on Sundays I'm the education director at a religious school in
Manchester, New Hampshire. I live in Newton and have two teenage

children. They've become bar and bat mitzvah over the past few
years, so I've seen as a parent how all the hard work of learning

Hebrew pays off. I'm excited to meet all of you!
 

Cantor Marc Stober
5th Grade Hebrew Learning,

Tutoring & Double Chai



ABOUT ME
Hailing from Northern California via Bronx, New York, Rabbi Rose studied at
U.C. Berkeley, the Jewish Theological Seminary and the Academy for Jewish

Religion, where she was ordained. After an internship as Assistant
Rabbi/Assistant Religious School Director in New Jersey, she received a

Rabbi/Principal position with a temple in New Hampshire and later in Lowell,
MA, where she still lives with her family. She has two daughters, Paris and

Toni, now in college. Rabbi Rose has had the honor of teaching Judaica and
Hebrew for all ages at many New York and Boston area congregations for

the last thirty years. Recently, she pursued a lifelong passion, teaching at an
inner-city high school designed for students seeking to overcome addictions.
Her favorite grades, however, are elementary/middle school because those

students ask the best questions and readily embrace fun in learning. She
loves teaching Hebrew, because even the letters are brimming with spiritual

meaning and joy. Rabbi Rose has recently published her first novel--Holy
Moriah: A Kabalah. A sequel is in the works.  She is grateful and delighted to
become a teacher with Temple Beth David and looks forward to a year of

growth, fun and real learning. 

Rabbi Dawn Rose
6th Grade Hebrew Learning,

Tutoring & Double Chai



ABOUT ME
Josh is ready to start year four at TBD! He has taught in both Day
Schools (Rashi, Shechter) and supplemental programs including
Temple Shalom in Newton where he’s about to begin his 20th(!)

year. Josh also works at Camp Pembroke during the summer. Josh
is a lifelong Jewish learner who is passionate about passing along

the cultural richness of Judaism through prayers, stories, and
creative interpretation. Josh is a storyteller who particularly enjoys
adapting Jewish folktales for audiences of all ages. He is drawn to
two particular questions from the TaNaKh: “Ayekah?” “Where are

you?” God’s question to Adam and Eve; and “Mah l’cha po?” - “Why
are you here?” God’s inquiry to Elijah. Josh believes that all of his

teaching and learning is in response to these two questions.
 

Josh Conescu
7th Grade & Double Chai



ABOUT ME
Ariana grew up in Marlborough, Massachusetts and graduated from the University

of Massachusetts Amherst. She is a lifelong Jewish summer camp enthusiast,
having spent many summers as a camper at Camp Young Judaea in New

Hampshire and seven summers on staff at Camp Ramah in Wisconsin. Ariana is an
alumna of the Diller Teen Fellows program and Birthright Israel Fellows program

and spent time studying and living in Israel at the University of Haifa.
In 2015 Ariana joined the staff at Congregation B’nai Tikvah in Deerfield, Illinois as
the Youth Director focusing on teens. Her role evolved and grew over seven years

in Chicago and at Congregation B’nai Tikvah. She served as the Director of
Education, Youth and Family Engagement, overseeing the Religious School,

community programming, Shabbat engagement, teens and young families. This
journey led Ariana back home to the greater Boston community and now to

Temple Beth David! Ariana brings her passion for Jewish community and learning
to our Shorashim and Double Chai education programs.  In her free time, Ariana

enjoys traveling, playing softball, cooking and spending time with her family!
 Here are 5 fun facts about me!

1
2

3

4

5

Ariana Hershon
Director of Education

I went to CYJ
and Camp

Ramah!

I have been
to 16

countries. I have 
a black belt 
in Tae Kwon

Do!

I have a
younger
brother! I lived in

Chicago for
7 years.


