
 

 

Parent Handbook 
2019-2020/ 5780 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rabbi Leon Wind Religious 
School of Beth Sholom B’nai Israel 

400 Middle Turnpike 
East Manchester, CT 

06040 
 

Phone: 860-643-9563 Fax: 860-645-3965 
RLWRSDirector@myshul.org 

 

mailto:RLWRSDirector@myshul.org


 

SCHOOL SCHEDULE 2019-2020/5780 
 

 

Every Sunday school day begins promptly with an all-school 
assembly and Tefillah (prayer) from 9:00-9:30 AM. This program 
is for parents and students in all grades. 
 
Grade     Day    Time 
K-7     Sunday   9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
3-7     Thursday   4:30 PM- 6:30 PM 
 
 
 
Family Programs 
 
We encourage all parents and students to attend and participate, as they are a 
crucial part of our curriculum. Feel free to invite unaffiliated Jewish families who 
are interested in learning how to live a Jewish life. 
 
Sunday 9/22   10:45   High Holidays Family Program 
Thursday 10/17    5:30   Pizza in the Hut Sukkot Program 
Friday 11/15     5:30   Shabbat Family Dinner/Service 
Sunday 12/15   10:45   Chanukah Family Program 
Thursday 12/26   6:30  Outdoor Menorah Lighting 
Friday 2/7     5:30   Shabbat Family Dinner/Service 
Sunday 2/9   10:45   Tu B’Shevat Family Program 
Sunday 3/8   10:45   Purim Family Program 
Saturday 5/16  10:00   Shabbat Family Service 
Sunday 5/17   11:30   Final Day/ BBQ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Welcome 
 
Dear RLWRS Parents and Guardians, 
 
Welcome! As we start the New Year 5780 I look forward to seeing everyone actively engaged in 
Jewish Learning. To me that means making the connection between derekh eretz--literally, acts of 
decency that are commendable--and how we live our lives. Learning Judaism is a life skill that 
hopefully continues to grow and strengthen. While you are not part of the teaching staff, you are  
your child’s first and most important teacher.  
 
A stool cannot stand without three legs. Just as Judaism relies on the three pillars of Torah, avodah 
(worship), and gemilut hasadim (acts of loving kindness), real education does not take place  
without the students, parents, and teachers working together. We all know that your child receives  
the best education when we all work in unison.  Family enthusiasm, support, and involvement 
inspire children to do their best. Together we will achieve wonderful things! 
 
I encourage all of us to fully embrace this moment and urge you to take the time from your busy 
schedule to explore what we offer to each other. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ellen Frankel 
Education Director 
Rabbi Leon Wind Religious School 
of Beth Sholom B'nai Israel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Partnership between Home and School 

Our goal here at RLWRS is to create the best possible educational experience for your children. But we also 
know that parents are a child's first and most important Jewish educators. We are your partners, and you are 
ours, in giving your children an excellent Jewish education. In order to create the best possible partnership 
between home and school, it is important for us to keep in regular touch and to work together to make your 
child's experience a smooth and fulfilling one. Please feel free to contact the director with any questions or 
concerns at any point in the year. 
 
Attendance 

Consistent attendance is crucial to your child’s Jewish education. If you are unable to meet this expectation, 
then it is your responsibility to meet with the educational director to discuss alternative options. This is not 
limited to, but may include, make-up assignments, independent study, or tutoring at the additional expense of 
the family.  
 
All students are expected to arrive at school promptly and to remain in attendance throughout the school day. 
Late arrivals and early dismissals will be noted. For safety reasons, students may not be dropped off before 
8:50 AM on Sunday or 4:20 PM on Thursday. 
 
Dismissal 
At the end of each school day, parents should gather in the front lobby to await their students. Students will 
meet their parents in the lobby once they are dismissed from classes. If a student must leave early, the parent or 
authorized adult must come into the building and notify the director. They should not disturb the class or 
teacher. 
 
All parents and carpool drivers must come into the building. No student will be allowed outside the building 
without a parent or other adult on our authorized pick-up list. Students are not allowed to wait outside. 
 
If someone other than the parents will be picking up your child, they must be on our list of people 
authorized to pick up your child. Children will not be released to anyone not on our authorized pick-up list. 
This is for your child's safety. To add someone to the list, please give their name and phone number to the 
Education Director in writing in advance of the scheduled pick-up. 
 
Snack Time 
RLWRS provides snacks for all students during every school day. Snack time usually takes place in the middle 
of Sunday morning and before first period on Thursday. This is a time for your children to learn the brachot 
(blessings) and build community with their classmates. 
If your child has any food allergies or other food needs, please note them on the Student 
Accommodations Form. 
 
Homework 
From time to time, students may need to complete assignments or projects at home. In addition, all students are 
expected to practice their Hebrew reading for 10 minutes each night. 
 



 

School Closure 

On Thursdays, when Manchester public schools cancel for weather, so will RLWRS. 
 
An email will be sent to all parents in the event of a weather-related closure. Parents can also find out 
about school closures by: 

1. Visiting our synagogue website, www.myshul.org. 
2. Watching the WFSB- channel 3 television station. 

 
 
Illness and Medication 

If a student becomes ill or is injured at school, we will contact the student's parents, guardians, and/or 
emergency contacts in the order listed on the Emergency Contact Form. In an emergency situation, if 
emergency contacts cannot be reached, the student will be transported by ambulance to Manchester Memorial 
Hospital Emergency Room. Please make sure we have your child's updated Emergency Contact Form on 
file. 
 

RLWRS will not administer any medication to a student for any reason, with the exception of an emergency 
epinephrine auto-injector only if we have an EpiPen Authorization Form on file. We do not have an 
EpiPen on site.  If your child has a severe allergy requiring them to carry an EpiPen, please submit an 
EpiPen Authorization Form. We will not be able to administer your child's EpiPen without this form. 
 

Cell Phone and Electronics Policy 

All personal cell phones and electronics may not be visible or used during school time, including snack time. 
Cell phones visible during class will be confiscated until the end of the school day and returned to the parent. 
 

 
Inclusion Policy 

RLWRS is committed to providing the best possible education for all its students, whatever their needs or 
abilities. If your child requires any accommodations in order to learn effectively, please note them on the 
Student Accommodations Form. If your child has an IEP or 504 plan at their secular school, please provide 
us with a copy. This information is necessary for us to accommodate your child’s needs

Bullying Policy 
 
RLWRS is dedicated to a school policy of zero tolerance for bullying behavior. Bullying involves one person 
or group trying to intimidate or harass a target/victim deliberately and repeatedly. It can take place in person 
or on social media, and often occurs out of the sight of adults. A copy of the policy is available in the school 
office.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.myshul.org/
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Our Mission and Vision 
 

Mission Statement 
 
The Rabbi Leon Wind Religious School strives to: 
 

★ Foster a strong Jewish identity through an understanding and appreciation of the heritage, history, 
cultures, languages, textual traditions, and music of the Jewish people; 

 
★ Provide each student with the skills to participate in rituals and religious services at home and in the 

synagogue; 
 

★ Prepare students to lead religious services and lay the groundwork for future text study in its original 
language through teaching basic Hebrew decoding and vocabulary; 

 
★ Make Jewish values and traditions an integral part of each student's life, and to foster a lifetime 

commitment to Jewish learning and the practices of our tradition; 
 

★ Cultivate a love of and commitment to the Jewish people and to the culture and land of Israel; 
 

★ Build relationships among students and create a strong community of Jewish peers; 
 

★ Involve the whole family in the life of the synagogue so that students will experience Jewish learning as an 
ongoing, lifelong endeavor. 

 
Vision Statement 

 
The Rabbi Leon Wind Religious School of Beth Sholom B'nai Israel: 
 

Provides a warm, loving, safe environment where students are accepted and encouraged to be 
themselves; 
 
Fosters exploration and honors students' questions and curiosity; 

Encourages students to discover their strengths and to open their minds to the possibilities of   
Judaism in their lives; 
 
Respects students' opinions, identities, and autonomy; 
 
Values egalitarianism and pluralism; 
 
Fully includes interfaith families, families of color, and students of all abilities, gender identities, and sexual 
orientation;    
 
Implements methods of teaching that are student-centered, experiential, and content-driven. 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
Please sign and return. 
 
I agree to respect the rights and dignity of fellow learners, educators, 
administrators, clergy, and the synagogue building and materials 
within. I agree to treat all participants in RLWRS with kindness, 
fairness, and compassion. 
 
student(s)_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
 
parent(s)_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
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