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Watch it live or from your couch, Linda Belt’s comedy show will be 

a Hybrid Event:  

In-person tickets: $20 per person 

Zoom Webinar tickets: $36 per household 

Buy your tickets at www.myshul.org 

PG-13 Material  

Event will be held at: 

Beth Sholom B'nai Israel 

400 Middle Turnpike East 

Manchester, CT 06040 

COVID protocols will be in place for in-person attendance including mask wearing and social distancing.  

Sunday, October 24, 2021 

7:30pm-8:30pm 

Comedy Night 

with Linda Belt 

http://www.myshul.org
https://www.myshul.org/event/comedy-night-2.html
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Upcoming Events! 
 

Due to COVID, all events are  
subject to change.  

Please visit www.myshul.org for 
all updates.  

 

Saturday, October 2 

10:00am: Shabbat Services -                  

Greenberg  Baby Naming 
 

Sunday, October 3  

9:30am Brotherhood Breakfast 

10:30am Brotherhood Speaker 
 

Monday, October 4  

7:30pm Sisterhood/Hadassah Book Club 
 

Tuesday, October 12 

1:30pm Knit & Kvetch 
 

Monday, October 18 

7:30pm Sisterhood Donor Event 
 

Wednesday, October 20 

7:30pm BOD Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 24  

7:30pm Comedy Night 
 

Tuesday, October 26 

7:30pm Sisterhood Board Meeting 
 

Wednesday, October 27 

7:30pm Leonard Cohen Virtual Tour 
 

Sunday, October 31 

10:00am Sisterhood Adventure Walk 

BETH SHOLOM B’NAI ISRAEL 
400 Middle Turnpike East, Manchester, CT 06040 

(860) 643-9563 www.myshul.org 

Clergy 
Rabbi: Randall J. Konigsburg 

Rabbi Emeritus: Richard J. Plavin 
Staff 

Office Manager: Judy Sawtelle 
Marketing Coordinator: Tova Haley 

Bookkeeper: Shari Haley 
Education Director: Rabbi Alan Lefkowitz 

Maintenance Specialist: Dave Pastula  

 
BSBI Board of Directors 

Co-Presidents: Dawn & Jack Steigelfest 
Executive Vice President: Russ Benblatt  

Co-Vice Presidents of Finance: Alan & Hope Igdalsky 
Co-Vice Presidents of Membership: Sally Ivaldi Z”L & Merle Cohen 

Vice President of Ritual: Steve Cohen 
Co-Vice Presidents of Education: Rebecca Rumbo & Bea Brodie 

Vice President of Fund Raising: Ken Wichman 
Vice President of Administration: Ron Abrahams 
Vice President of Buildings & Grounds: Ed Reilly 

Vice President of Cemeteries: Liza Mandel  
Recording Secretary: Steven Wollins 

Immediate Past President: Phil Margolis 
Sisterhood Representative: Brina Abrahams 

Brotherhood Representative: Dave Alter 
Board of Trustees Representative: Gordon Brodie 

Member At Large: Steve Cohen 
Member At Large: Jay Bigman 
Member At Large: Spin Zucker 

Co-Chairs, Personnel: Gayle Block & Mike Turk 
Chair, Social Action: Carol Hatch 

Chair, Youth Activities: Ilene O’Neil 
Chair, Adult Programming: Debbie Benblatt 

Legal Counsel: Bruce Beck 
 
 

Services  
Monday through Thursday: 7:00 PM  

Friday: 6:00 PM  
Saturday: 10:00 AM 

All service times are as listed above unless otherwise noted in the cal-
endar. The entire community is welcome to attend any of our services. 
Services Monday-Thursday are virtual. Friday and Saturday services are 

hybrid. Zoom information will be included in emails.  

You may contact us via e-mail at: 
Rabbi Konigsburg: rabbenu@myshul.org 

Judy Sawtelle: admin@myshul.org 
Tova Haley: programming@myshul.org 

Shari Haley: accounting@myshul.org 
Rabbi Alan Lefkowitz: RLWRSDirector@myshul.org 

AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/myshul/  

Condolences to: 
 

 Ken Wichman & Sandi Phair, David Wichman and 

Rachel Wichman & their entire family on the loss 

of their brother, Michael Wichman. 

 

Rachel & William Spector, Ralph Stewart and 

Scott & Teresa Stewart and their entire family on 

the loss of their mother, Patricia Marks Stewart.  

https://www.facebook.com/%20myshul/


 

3 

Faith, Hope, Prayer 
     I recently read a d’var torah by Shuly Rubin Schwartz, the current chancellor of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary. She writes: “Whenever I read the opening verse of this week’s parashah, I 
recall the other parashah that opens with the same verb:  לך־לך (‘Go forth’). Told to go, Abram 
heeded God’s call, uprooting his life and journeying—both physically and emotionally—first to 
Haran and then to the land of Israel. (When we) near the end of the Torah reading cycle, Parashat 
Vayeilekh begins by attributing that very same action of journeying to Moses, as he nears the end of 
his life. What can we learn from the parallel acts of journeying that these two great leaders of our 
people undertook?” 
     “Abraham set out on a journey about which he knew nothing, spurred to do so in response to God’s call. Moses’s action 
of  וילך(Deut. 31:1) tells a different story. Commenting on the first verse of our parashah, Seforno (c.1470–1550, Italy) 
understands  משה (‘Moses went’) to mean that Moses   התעורר לזה (‘awakened to it’). This awakening connotes self-drive. 
While Abraham responded to God’s call with a leap of faith, Moses was motivated from within. Abraham’s journey began 
without a clear sense of what was to unfold. With Moses, we encounter a leader inspired by a clarity of purpose and 
mission honed through decades of relationship with both God and his people. He accomplished so much—as his orations 

that fill the book of Deuteronomy have detailed. Abraham’s ‘ לך־לך ’marks the beginning of his journey. Ironically, Moses's 
act of  ‘ וילך ’ marked some of the final footsteps of his life.” 

     We can say that the entire Torah is thus about journeying. We are a people who are on a journey; from the beginning 

of our lives until the end, we make a spiritual journey that leads us to places that are unknown to us and which 

describe our lives at the end. Jewish Law is called Halacha, the path, the path that guides us on our journey.  

     As we begin this new year and this new cycle of our Torah reading we will be reading the third section in our 

triennial cycle. Even as we begin to read the Torah, we are also completing the cycle. It is a beginning and an end. It is 

the story of the journey of our people and the story of our own journey. Let us set out together. Let us help each other 

along the way, and let us learn together to have faith in God and in the lessons that are our Torah, our heritage from 

journeys past.  

Rabbi Randall Konigsburg      

Words from the Co-Presidents 
 It was a pleasure to see so many of you at High Holiday services in September. The 
services went smoothly (mostly) and had some resemblance to normalcy. We know masking and 
distancing restrictions are not optimal, but we are very happy everyone complied with the 
measures necessary to keep us safe in these unusual times. The talent and dedication of Rabbi 
Konigsburg and our learned lay members leading services, combined with the enhancement of 
Cantor Rubenstein’s chanting, provided beautiful and meaningful opportunities for prayer and 
reflection. As we were at the shul for all the services, we can only hope that those at home viewing 
the live stream were able to share in the same experience. 
 As we appreciated the services, we could not help but think of the “back of the house” 
efforts of so many who also contributed to the presentation that everyone enjoyed. As Co-Presidents of BSBI, we have a 
unique vantage from which to see both the preparation and the result that our members get to appreciate. Our office 
manager, Judy Sawtelle, works extra hard in the month before the High Holidays, addressing issues great and small. 
Our Ritual Committee had many details and plans to work out. Our Vice President of Facilities and our Executive Vice 
President went beyond the call in getting the HVAC system and the live stream system installed. Our ushers kept 
everything organized each day. We know of much more work we did not even get to see. From the Rabbi putting 
together his sermons, to the preparations of those who read Torah and Haftorah, to the dressing and rolling of the 
Torahs themselves, and all of the other groundwork, we are thankful to everyone who participated in bringing us the 
moving experience we were all privileged to enjoy.  
 As lay leaders of our congregation, we often tout the social and educational opportunities that our shul 
provides, which enhance our lives and bring us closer. But, as the Rabbi has been heard to say, our community is based 
in our shared religion, and there is no more important time for our religious observance than the High Holidays. We 
hope BSBI’s High Holiday services were meaningful to you, and that your participation has a carry over effect to all of 
other services and programming that BSBI has to offer in the coming months.  

         Jack & Dawn Steigelfest, Co-Presidents 

https://www.jtsa.edu/shuly-rubin-schwartz
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Call the Rabbi! 

Rabbi Konigsburg visits the local hospitals on a regular 
basis. An important part of his duties is to bring comfort and 

healing to those who are sick. Due to privacy laws, the 
hospitals can’t tell him if one of our members has been 

admitted. He could be just down the hall, but if he doesn’t 
know someone is there, he will not know to make a visit.  

Please call the Rabbi if you or someone you know is in the 
hospital so a timely visit can be made:  860-643-9563 

BSBI Community 

A Taste of Honey Shout Out of Thanks 

Thank you 

From Ilene O’Neil to: 

Mazel Tov 

To Rebecca Milzoff and Craig 
Silverstein on their wedding 
on September 19, 2021. 

To Stacey Poutre on the birth 
of her grandson, Mason, on 
August 19, 2021.  

Virtual Tour of Leonard Cohen Exhibition 

Contemporary Jewish Museum  

San Francisco, California 

Wednesday, October 27, 2021 7:30 pm  

Leonard Cohen’s words gave voice to the human condition, in all of its grace and  

imperfection - and to this day, they continue to inspire generations of artists, musicians, 

and writers.  This inspiration is at the heart of Experience Leonard Cohen: a series of four 

solo exhibitions that present immersive and intimate artworks by contemporary artists 

George Fok, Judy Chicago, Candice Breitz, and Marshall Trammell, all inspired by the life 

and work of Leonard Cohen (1934-2016), the influential musician, man of letters, and 

global icon from Montreal, Canada.  These four exhibitions invite you to find connections 

to the poetry, music and lyrics of the late legend through artworks inspired by his enduring legacy. 

Please join us for this virtual tour  

$5/household 

Zoom link will be provided for those who register. 

Judy Sawtelle 

Brina Abrahams 

Dawn Steigelfest 

Merle Cohen 

Rebecca Rumbo 

Spin Zucker 

Sharon Hartstein 

BSBI Brotherhood  

Johnny Appleseeds’ 

Thank you 

Thank you to BSBI Brotherhood and BSBI Sisterhood 

for donating a new roof for the Sukkah 

Photo Credit: Harold Bernstein Photo Credit: Harold Bernstein 

https://www.myshul.org/event/leonard-cohen-virtual-tour.html
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Meet Our Teachers 
 

This month, we want to introduce you to three of our teaching staff. As you know, in Judaism, teachers merit 

special respect; not only do they instruct children in Jewish life, but they also serve as role models for leading a 

good life of Torah, service, and deeds of loving kindness. We are grateful for their devotion to our children, and to 

their future! 

Sarah Karasik: 

 I have known Rabbi Alan all my life. He was my Rabbi at Congregation Beth Ahm. After I 

became a Bat Mitzvah I taught there with him too. My favorite aspect of Jewish teaching is 

Hebrew. I love languages and think that being able to read and write in Hebrew is a really 

important part of a Jewish education. A couple things about myself are that I am a chemist and 

have an adorable dog and cat named Suzy and Gerard. 
 

Michele Karasik: 

 I first met Rabbi Alan when my family joined Congregation Beth 

Ahm in Windsor. In 1999 and 2000, Rabbi Alan performed baby-naming 

ceremonies for both of my daughters. They attended Hebrew School at 

Congregation Beth Ahm until they became bat mitzvah. I have enjoyed teaching Hebrew 

School with Rabbi Alan since my children were little and have been teaching with him ever 

since. Although I enjoy teaching all aspects of Jewish teaching, my favorite subject is Jewish 

Ethics. I enjoy this best because my students and I are all able to learn from each other 

through thoughtful discussions. I would like people to know that I love teaching Hebrew 

School, and I am excited about the upcoming school year. I also enjoy spending time with 

family and friends, hiking, dancing, and singing, among other things. 
 

Laura Lopez: 

 I got to know Rabbi Alan when he became not only my Rabbi, but my teacher. He was the Rabbi at 

Congregation Beth Ahm where I joined when I was in first grade. From then on I attended services and went to 

Hebrew school until my Bat Mitzvah. I still attend his services to this day. I love teaching Jewish values. Not only 

are they fun to teach, but there is always something new for me to learn and incorporate into my lessons. Also, 

after learning the Jewish values, a person can work to make such a wonderful impact on the community. A fun fact 

about me is that I have a ton of pets! I have chickens, reptiles, dogs, and cats. Another fun fact is I love to do crafts 

such as cross stitching and crocheting. I love to make things for other people, and to teach others how to make 

their own projects. 

RLWRS Update 

Rabbi Leon Wind Religious School 

Mazel Makers 

A Noah’s Ark VIRTUAL Family Program for ALL Jewish Greater Hartford 
kindergarteners – 2nd graders     (+ an adult family member)  

Sunday, October 17, 2021 
9:15-10:45am via Zoom 

 Mazel Makers brings the community together for hands-on, content-rich Jewish learning that’s 
filled with FUN!  
 Join us for exciting educational adventures this school year, beginning with “In the Same Boat”: 
We’ll  “visit” the Biblical Zoo in Jerusalem and craft our own 3-D Ark models to celebrate our 
community, with the story of Noah as our guide. It’s sure to be a *boat-load* of fun and a great way to 
share the joy of learning! 
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Social Action Committee 
 

     Thank you to all of you who donated to our High Holiday Food Drive.  We still keep the holiday spirit 
going by continuing to collect food and/or donations to the local food pantries. Food may be placed in 
the shopping basket near the office or on the floor in that spot. If you prefer to make a donation of either 
gift cards to supermarkets or checks, please indicate that they are to go to the food pantries, and we will 
make sure that they get there. 
 
We are getting ready to begin our Count Your Blessings activity 
for Thanksgiving.  In the past, we have delivered baskets to 
families in Manchester and have made donations to HVCC to 
support their Thanksgiving basket program.  Last year, because of 
Covid-19, we did not deliver baskets but supported both 
programs through donations.  I am awaiting information from 
MACC about whether we can resume giving baskets.  Please 
watch your weekly email for updated information. 

Carol Hatch  

Chair, Social Action  

     Important: Update 

Your Contact 

Information! 

 
 

 Have a new cell number or 
gave up your landline?  

 Want to be added to our 
email list to get our bi-
weekly announcements, sad 
news notifications and 
other important 
information related to the 
congregation? 

 Think you signed up to get 
emails but haven’t received 
any?  

 Planning on moving or 
getting a new email 
address?  

 Have a child who has gone 
off to college and would like 
to keep up to date with life 
at BSBI?  

 
Please contact the office directly 
regarding ANY changes or 
issues by or by sending an email 
to admin@myshul.org.  
 

REMEMBER: We cannot reach 
you if our records are not up to 

date! 

Rabbi Richard Plavin Library 
David Alter, Librarian  

Suggested Reading List 

“Into the Forest: A Holocaust Story of Survival,  

Triumph and Love” is one family’s true story of love, 

escape, and survival. 

 Years before Morris and Miriam Rabinowitz 

and their two daughters, Ruth and  Toby, settled in 

West Hartford, they lived a nightmare that they were 

lucky to survive.  In the summer of 1942 the         

Rabinowitz family narrowly escaped the Nazi  ghetto 

in their Polish town by fleeing to the Bialowieza  

Forest. They miraculously survived two years in the 

woods  through brutal winters, typhus outbreaks, 

and merciless Nazi raids with other refugees and 

guerrilla partisans until they were liberated by the 

Red Army in 1944. After the war, they trekked 

across the Alps into Italy where they settled as refugees before eventually    

immigrating to the United States. 

 Miriam Rabinowitz rescued a young boy named Philip by pretending he 

was her son. Nearly a decade later, a chance encounter at a wedding in Brooklyn 

would lead Philip to find the woman who saved him, and to discover her daughter 

Ruth was the love of his life.  Philip Lazowski, who served as rabbi at Beth Hillel 

Synagogue for 45 years, married Ruth. 

 Rabbi Lazowski was from the same town as the Rabinowitzes, Zhetel, 
which was in Poland then but is now in Belarus. He last saw his mother and       

siblings in that town, after which he also went to live in the woods. He wrote his 
wartime memories in a book, Faith and Destiny, published in 1975. 
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Mathew O'Neil 10/06 

Joel Krutt 10/06 

Adam Rosenberg 10/06 

Gail Freedman 10/07 

Linda Kaplan 10/08 

Alexander O'Neil 10/09 

Lynn Cohen 10/09 

Kayla O'Brien 10/09 

Iris Ostrom 10/10 

 

Joshua Rumbo Stern 10/13 

Gabriel O'Neil 10/13 

Rhoda Grossman 10/15 

Hope Igdalsky 10/16 

Leon Silverman 10/17 

Harold Meyer 10/17 

Barbara Banks 10/18 

Hans Laufer 10/18 

Nathaniel Bundy 10/19 

 

Celebration 

Dates  

in  

October 

    Birthdays 

Anniversaries   

 

                                           Have a simcha you want to share with the congregation?  

                        Make sure to notify Tova at programming@myshul.org so 

she can include it in the bulletin! 

If we have overlooked a special date please contact us at: 860-643-9563 ext. 100  

so that we may celebrate it in the future. 

Steven & Barbara Leshin 10/09 

Glenn & Tiffany Blumenstein  10/10 

Rima & David Riedel 10/12 

Ted & Teresa Lloyd 10/15 

Craig & Debra Cinquemani 10/18 

Neil & Florence Kovensky 10/18 

William & Rachel Spector 10/29 

Joel & Susan Ellis 10/31 

Michael Bula 10/19 

Avalon Taboada 10/19 

David Engelson 10/22 

Gordon Brodie 10/22 

Marcia  Cyr 10/26 

Arnold  Keyser 10/28 

Wendy Glatt 10/28 

Louis Beck 10/28 

William Bayer 10/30 

mailto:programming@myshul.org


 

9 

 

Sisterhood Speaks 

What’s Ahead for Sisterhood? 

Tuesday, October 4, 7:30 pm  
Sisterhood/Hadassah Book Group 

 

Tuesday, October 12, 1:30 pm 
Knit & Kvetch 

 

Monday, October 18, 7:30 pm - Zoom 
Sisterhood Donor Event 

 

Tuesday, October 26, 7:30 pm - Zoom 
Sisterhood Board Meeting 

 

Sunday, October 31, 10:00 am 
Sisterhood Adventure Walk (socially distanced)

Please note the new time! 
 

Sunday, November 14, 1:30 pm 
Sisterhood Paid-up Membership Event 

 
Anytime: Yoga with Adriene on YouTube. 

Sisterhood Donor Event 
 

Instead of our Annual Sisterhood Donor     
Dinner, on Monday, October 18, 2021 at 7:30 
pm, we will be having a special Virtual     
Donor Event. Our guest speaker, Diane    
Gensler, is the author of Forgive Us Our 
Trespasses: A Memoir of a Jewish Teacher in 
a Catholic School. 
 

Have you ever been the odd man out? A     
different breed? A fish out of water? Join the 
author, Diane Gensler, as she navigates      
foreign territory as the only Jewish person 
teaching in a Catholic school. Experience the 
joy and memorable moments as well as the 
sting of anti-Semitism and ignorance. Despite 
the challenges, she discovers that the job was 
a blessing in disguise, and fate may have 
played a hand in her school placement. 

You will be able to join us on the normal 
BSBI Zoom link, and you don’t have to be a 
member of Sisterhood to join us. We welcome 
all our BSBI family to listen Diane and her 
interesting story. She will be also taking    
questions from us. 

This is the only fundraiser for Sisterhood itself.  We are so grateful for 
all of your generosity last year and hope we can count on you again in 
this, another unusual year. 
 

Please make out your checks to BSBI Sisterhood and send to  
Mimi Kalman,163 Scott Drive, Manchester, CT 06042 

 

Sisterhood Gift Shop 
Your Source for all Your Simchot 

 
We hope that you stopped by our Gift Shop tag 
sale table during the BSBI Taste of Honey picnic, 
Sunday, Sept. 12. That was only a small sample of 
the variety of gifts that we carry.  
 

And remember, can’t find what you want? We can 
always do special orders from our many catalogs 
and have your purchases sent direct to your home.  
 

Call us, we will be  happy to help you!  
 

Harriet Beede,  
860-305-8711 hmbeede@gmail.com  

Brenda Lerner, 
 860-643-9700 brenler@cox.net  

Knit & Kvetch 
 

 Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 12, 
in person, in the Silverstein Center. Come join us! 
 

We are planning our Annual Distribution for  
Tuesday, November 9th in the BSBI auditorium. If 
you have any donations for us, please bring them 
that day before 2:00 pm or bring them to the   
Temple the week before and leave them (in bags) 
in the coatroom, marked for Knit and Kvetch. 
Please let someone in the office know that the 
items are there. 
 

If you have any questions you can email me at  
Irannefink@gmail.com or call me at 860-649-6551.    

Anne Fink 

 

Torah Fund Cards 
 

Mazel tov to Susan Rubin on her 70th birthday, Mazel tov to Rima 
Riedel in honor of the completion and publication of her book,     
Shimmy, Shimmy Homicide, Mazel tov to Stacey Poutre on the birth of 
her grandson, Mazel tov to Susan Rubin on he birth of her newest 
grandson, and Mazel tov to Cruz and Carl Mandell on the birth of their 
twin granddaughters from Mimi Kalman.   
 

Mazel tov to Stacey Poutre on the birth of her grandson, Mason, and 
Mazel tov to Susan Rubin on the birth of her grandson, Mason, from 
Lynn and Jack Cohen.   
 

Mazel tov to Stacey Poutre on the birth of her grandson, Mason, from 
Susan and Ron Scherick.   
 

Mazel tov to Stacey Poutre on the birth of her grandson, Mason, from 
Joan Baron.   
 

To order cards for all occasions contact our Torah Fund Card Chair 
Lynn Cohen at 860-298-0457 or cohenlynn334@gmail.com 

Share an Oneg 
 

Call me to sponsor Pulpit flowers to enhance your Simcha. 
 

Mimi Kalman, Pulpit Flower Chair  
860-649-3890, mimrk524@gmail.com  

mailto:hmbeede@gmail.com
mailto:brenler@cox.net
mailto:Irannefink@gmail.com
mailto:mimrk524@gmail.com
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Sisterhood Speaks Continued 

 Adventure Walk 
 

Hi Walkers. We’ll be walking again on Sunday, October 31, at 10:00 am. So come with 
us, wear a mask, and we’ll keep our distance and get some exercise. Stretching our legs 
should feel great after weeks of partial quarantine.  We will definitely see lovely scenery 
and enjoy being out in the fresh air! 
 

Family members and spouses are welcome to join, socially distanced from those not in 
the family bubble.  
 

So meet us in BSBI’s parking lot by 10:00 am; we will decide where we are going and 
off we will go! 
 

Margie Partney 

Yoga On Your Own 
 

Yoga with “The Queen of Pandemic Yoga” Adriene (Mishlar)! So named by the NY 
Times, and she was featured on the TV program Live With Kelly and Ryan. So now you 
not only have Margie’s recommendation, but also the Times and Kelly and Ryan! 
 

What:  Yoga (no cost to you) 
When: Any time 
Where: In your home 
Why: A 10-40 minute session can help with anxiety, calming, feeling rejuvenated 
How: 
-Access YouTube on your Computer, IPAD, Phone (you can also download the YouTube 
app to your phone*) 
-Search “Yoga” or “Yoga with Adriene” (I recommend that 
instructor) 
- There will be a multitude of results to choose from: 
Yoga for Stress Relief 
Wake up Yoga 
Flexibility 
Yoga for Kids 
 

- Have fun and relax!! 
*if you have a SMART TV, Google Chromecast can be used to 
display the YouTube Video from your phone to TV. 

Margie Partney 

Time to Pay Sisterhood Annual 

Dues 
 

With the New Year comes a new year 

for Sisterhood. We do hope that you 

will once again (or for the first time) 

join us and send your dues check, 

for $36.00 made out to BSBI           

Sisterhood, to Diane Keyser,              

99 Hollister Street, Manchester, CT. 

Sisterhood does so much for our    

synagogue, from Kiddushim on   

Shabbat, to Camp Scholarships and 

many programs in between. We do 

hope you will support us.  

Sisterhood/Hadassah Book Group 
 
Our first meeting of the season will be on October 4 at 7:30. 
We will discuss The Mother-in-Law by Sally Hepworth. 
The Mary Cheney Library’s reference desk is holding copies of the book for the BSBI Book Group. A zoom link will be posted 
closer to the meeting date. 
Future meeting dates are November 8, December 13, January 10, February 7 or 14, March 14, April 4,  May 9 and June 13. 
 
 Hello all, 
  
             Regretfully, we will no longer be available to chair this group and hope that one or more of you will consider taking 
 over.  
 It’s a fairly easy job: 
 Our first meeting (October 4) is already set, as are the dates for the year.  
 A book needs to be chosen for each meeting, followed by a call to the Mary Cheney Library reference desk at the  
 library to check availability and reserve books.  
 Once the book is reserved an email is sent to the group.  
 About a week before the meeting we speak with Judy at the Temple office to be sure a zoom and/or meeting place is 
 set.  
 We usually send a reminder email including the zoom link a few days before each meeting. 
 
 If you’d consider taking over please let us know. We hope this group will continue to function. 

 
           Maxine and Myrna 



 

11 

24th Annual Abitz-Angel Memorial Golf Tournament 

Thank you to everyone who came out to the Tournament! We had a great time despite the rain.  

 

 

 

Brotherhood Corner 

Joan Seliger Sidney is a writer of poetry and children’s books in Storrs, 

Connecticut.  She has written three books of poetry, and her work has    
appeared in numerous publications and anthologies.  Her poems often 

bear witness to the Holocaust and her experiences with multiple sclerosis.  

Brotherhood’s October Speaker 

Sunday, October 3, 2021 

Joan Seliger Sidney  

Photo Credit: Harold Bernstein 

Photo Credit: Harold Bernstein 
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IRA Assets and Qualified Charitable Distributions 
 BSBI would like to encourage charitable donations, to help our congregants 
optimize their charitable giving and to reach their charitable goals. On behalf 
of the Endowment Board of Trustees I would like to review some of the 
benefits of gifting Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) to the 
Endowment. The QCDs may also be used to pay Synagogue dues as well as 
contribute to the Hineni Society. 
 

Donation of “Qualified Charitable Distributions” (QCD) 
In legislation at year end 2016, Congress made permanent qualified charitable 
distributions (QCDs) from individual retirement accounts. 
 

What are QCDs? 
A QCD permits  direct transfers to a qualified charity (or charities) totaling up to $100,000 annually of tax-deferred IRA 
savings.  QCDs offer advantages over taking a taxable IRA distribution and then contributing the proceeds of that 
distribution to a charity. That’s because taxable IRA distributions must be included in adjusted gross income. 
Importantly, QCDs automatically satisfy required minimum distributions (RMDs) for the year when the QCD is made. 
That’s a real advantage for a charitably minded IRA owner who doesn’t depend on some or all of the RMD for living 
expenses. 

What are important things to know about QCDs? 
Only individuals who’ve attained age 70 ½ or older on the date of distribution may make QCDs. The charitable 
organization must be an organization that qualifies for a charitable income tax deduction of an individual. The Beth 
Sholom B’nai Israel Synagogue and the BSBI Endowment  qualify as such  organizations The BSBI Endowment and 
Synagogue will be required to provide the same contribution acknowledgement to the owner of the IRA required 
claiming a charitable tax deduction. Failure to obtain the acknowledgement will quash the QCD. QCDs may be made 
from any IRA or individual retirement annuity, but not from a simplified employee pension, a simple retirement 
account, or an inherited IRA. Among other benefits, the use of QCDs for charity may reduce taxable income, reduce 
state and federal tax, reduce taxation of social security, reduce supplemental IRMMA payments to Medicare parts B 
and D. Individuals and couples with low as well as high incomes may benefit by contributing QCDs to charity.  

 
Examples of using QCDs for charitable giving 

There are several attractive options for the use of QCDs for charitable giving. For example one can use the QCD to pay 
Synagogue dues and contribute to Hineni.  Another example of optimizing the use of QCD is to establish a perpetual 
endowment fund. By making a QCD donation to the Endowment of BSBI, the donor may create a $25,000 endowment 
for BSBI. This endowment may be given over the course of a number of years to reach the level necessary to provide 
perpetual support of  a $1000 to  Hineni. By adding to the donation annually the donor could reach a $45,000 over a 
number of years. This amount would support a perpetual Hineni donation at the $1800 per year level.  Details of 
further possibilities and arrangements for payment can be obtained from the Endowment members or via email noted 
below. Since the use of QCDs for charitable giving can have specific tax advantages the donor should consult their tax 
advisor prior to making a QCD contribution. Some plans require significant lead time to process the paper work, so 
advanced planning may be necessary. 
 
For further information, contact a member of the Endowment Committee. 
You may reach out to the BSBI Endowment at BSBIEndowment@myshul.org 
or directly to Roy Filkoff or Jeff Wasser. Remember to discuss this and all 
other tax matters with your tax advisor before taking any action. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff Wasser, MD 
President of the BSBI Endowment 

Leave a Jewish Legacy 

mailto:BSBIEndowment@myshul.org
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Scholarships 
 

Rabbi Leon Wind 
Religious School 

Adult Education Community 
General 

Endowment Fund 

Gloria Byk Fund Bayer/Davison Fund Sylvia A. Cheikin Fund Berkman Family Fund Israel and Lillian 

Abramovitz Fund 

Sheldon and Doris 
Adler Fund 

Louis and Sadye 

Apter Family Fund 

Clare and Herbert 
Bernstein Fund 

Raymond Bernstein 

Fund 

Nathan Chesler Fund 

A. Elmer Diskan Fund 

Ruben Fialkoff Fund 

Morris and Ann 
Firestone Fund 

Rhoda Goldstein Fund 

Edith Gottlieb Fund 

Leo and Shirley Juran 

Fund 

Kahaner Family Fund 

Ethel and Nathan 
Kasowitz Fund 

Marcus Family and 

Bula Family Fund 

Irving and Ethel 
Mehlman Rose Fund 

Irma and Merwin 

Meridy Fund 

Rita Oshinsky Fund 

Phair Family Fund 

Reichlin Family Fund 

Pauline and Nathan 
Rubin Fund 

Israel and Shirley 

Snyder Family Fund 

Gloria and Robert 
Weiss Fund 

Edythe and Abraham 

Zubrow Fund 

Max Zucker Fund 

Ann and Emanual 
Hirth Fund 

David Sherman Foster 
Fund Clare-Kramer Fund Klemens-Wiener Fund 

Maxine & Efrem Jaffe 
Fund 

Hochberg Family Fund Ruth and Sidney Cohen 
Fund 

Gordon Barshay Lassow 
and Jay Joshua Lassow 
Fund 

Seymour B. Kaplan 
Fund 

Jacobs Family Fund Jack Goldberg Fund* 
Esther Margulies Lessner 
and George C. Lessner 
Fund 

Sonia and Max Karp 
and Anita Karp 
Treston Fund 

Rose Jaffe Fund F. Ruth and S. I. 
Kummer Fund 

Jerome and Louise Nathan 
Fund 

Joseph Kopman Fund Katz-Robbins Fund Fay and Benjamin Levy 
and Max Mandel Fund* 

Ella and Herman Plavin 
Fund 

Anne and Leon 
Kramer Fund 

Ruth Podrove Melton Fund 
Aida S. Nesselroth 
Educational 
Enhancement Fund* 

Plepler Family Fund 

Max Lundy Fund 
Barney, Jean, Rachel, and 
Sarah Moses Education 
Fund 

Saul and Carol 
Nesselroth Fund for 
Israel Advocacy 

Jay E. Rubinow Fund 

Laurie Margolis Fund 
Gertrude and Abraham 
Podrove Fund 

George and Lillian 
Sandals Fund 

Rita and David Schmerler 
Fund 

Cantor Israel and 
Irene Tabatsky Fund 

Podrove - Resnick Fund Ruth and Jack Sandals 
Fund Leonard Seader Fund 

 Marsha and Samuel 
Yules Fund 

Martin L. Rubin Fund Rabbi Jeshaia and 
Hilde Schnitzer Fund Shapiro Family Fund 

 Pauline and Isadore 
Zackin Fund 

Nat N. and Gertrude Sturm 
Schwedel Fund 

Saul and Rebecca 
Silverstein Fund 

Eileen & Fred Stern 
Family Fund 

Diane and Jeffrey 
Wasser Ramah 
Scholarship Fund  

Berdine Spector Stoltz 
Fund Weil-Braunsberg Fund* Blanche and Robert Stone 

Fund 

    
Elliott and Eveleen 
Zimmerman Library 
Fund 

Continuity Fund 

      Program Enhancement 

      Beth Sholom B’nai Israel 
Operating Fund 

Religious Youth 
Maintenance/Capital 
Improvements Memorial Park 

Max and Sally Glaiber 
and Joseph and 
Gertrude Snider Fund 

Anna Brita Chilberg Fund Bayer-Marlow Fund Temple Beth Sholom 
Memorial Park Fund 

Howard Gold Fund Nellie Katz Cohen Fund Elaine and Leo 
Charendoff Fund 

Congregation B’nai Israel 
Memorial Park Fund 

Bernard and May 
Kahn and Eli and 
Rose Lerman Fund 

Murray H. and Celia D. 
Novins Fund 

David S. and Norma C. 
Garber Fund   

Rubinow-Schwolsky 
Fund   

Miriam Barshay 
Lassow and Herman 
Lassow Fund 

  

Rebecca Ann and 
Herman Seidman 
Fund 

  Capital Improvement 
Fund   

Irene and Henry 
Springer Fund       

Diane and Barry 
Weinbaum Fund       

Rabbi Leon Wind 
Fund       

Irene and Abraham 
Zimmerman Fund       

For information about establishing an Endowment Fund or leaving a bequest, 
contact Dr. Jeffrey Wasser BSBIEndowment@myshul.org or Rabbi Konigsburg 860-643-9563 x101. 

The Time 

is Now,  

The Need 

is Great! 

 
Endowments 

are an 

opportunity for 

each of us to 

provide for our 

synagogue on a 

continuous basis 

by creating a 

permanent 

tribute to our 

values and 

principles. 

Our synagogue 

is here for you 

as you 

experience life’s 

greatest joys 

and greatest 

challenges. 

The 

Endowment 

Foundation 

 
 

*These funds can 

also be used in 

Rabbi Leon Wind 

Religious School 

Endowment Foundation 

mailto:BSBIEndowment@myshul.org
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Thank you to those who support BSBI by remembering and honoring friends and loved ones with generous contributions.  
Donations appearing in the newsletter may not reflect all donations received prior to publication. Listings are as current as  the newsletter deadline allows. 

Contributions from Thoughtful People 

ANNE & LEON KRAMER FUND 
Yahrzeit of Leon Kramer; paternal grandfather Solomon 
Kramer; maternal grandmother Bella Clare; maternal 
uncle Malcolm Clare; paternal grandmother Annie 
Kramer; paternal uncle Milton Kramer; paternal uncle 
Maxwell Kramer, from Marshall & Hannah Kramer 
 

BERDINE SPECTOR STOLTZ FUND 
Yahrzeit of Norman Spector from Kenneth & Myrna 
Spector  
 

BERKMAN FAMILY FUND 
Yahrzeit of Louis Beckman from James Becker  
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
In memory of Michael Wichman from Steven & Barbara 
Leshin  
 

DIANE & BARRY WEINBAUM FUND 
Yahrzeit of Diane Weinbaum from Martin Weinbaum 
 

EDITH GOTTLIEB FUND 
Yahrzeit of Edith Gottlieb; Sydney Fineberg from Lori 
Gottlieb  
 

GENERAL FUND 
Welcoming the birth of my great-grandson, son of Daniel 
and Sarah Malkin from Milly Malkin. 
Get Well, Alan Feir; In memory of Ken Wichman's brother 
from Steven & Elly Cohen. 
Happy Birthday to Richard & Carol Guttman on their 80th 
birthdays from Norman & Corinne Fisher. 
In memory of Michael Wichman; Maria Drzevko on the 
occasion of her 20th yahrzeit; from Anne and Ira Fink. 
In memory of David Goober, William Goober, Anna 
Goober, Sadye Wurmbrand, Samuel Wurmbrand, and 
David Morris Goober from Diane & Mitchell Wurmbrand. 
In memory of Marilyn Renner from Eveleen Zimmerman. 
In memory of Robert Mendelsohn; Mazel tov to Cruz and 
Carl Mandell, on the birth of their grandchildren; Yahrzeit 
of Regina Fayman, beloved mother of Bea Brodie; 
Gertrude Brodie from Gordon & Beatrice Brodie. 
In memory of Rhona Kristan from Joseph Kristan. 
In memory of my husband Michael, forever in my heart; 
my father Norman; my sister Kathy; my grandson, Ben; 
my mother Mary from Mrs. Bonnie Norman. 
In memory of Sally Ivaldi from Ronald & Susan Scherick. 
In memory of Kathryn Gamzon on the occasion of her 
yahrzeit from William M. Gamzon. 
Mazel tov to Cruz & Carl Mandell on the birth of their twin 
grandchildren, and wishing for Michelle's speedy 
recovery from Manuel & Maxine Lerman. 
 

Yahrzeit of Dora Garfield; Renee Sacksman 
from Jeffrey & Sandi Garfield. 
Yahrzeit of Helen Krasne from Michael & Madeline 
Turk. 
Yahrzeit of Josephine Werbner from Sidney Werbner. 
Yahrzeit of Varda Lev. We miss you so much and are 
all thinking of you with lots of love and many 
memories from Rebecca Murray. 
 

GLORIA BYK FUND 
Yahrzeit of Samuel Lewis from Herbert & Beverly Byk  
 

GORDON BARSHAY LASSOW & JAY JOSHUA 
LASSOW FUND 
Yahrzeit of Carl Frankel from Marilyn Lassow 
 

KAHN -LERMAN TRUST FUND 
In memory of Michael Wichman from Manuel & 
Maxine Lerman 
 

LIBRARY FUND 
In memory of Michael Wichman from Herb & Elinor 
Flink 
 

NICHUM AVAYLIM FUND 
In memory of Sally Ivaldi from Victor & Lieba 
Bernstein 
 

RABBI EMERITUS' DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Yahrzeit of Theodore Lloyd from Ted & Teresa Lloyd 
 

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
For the speedy recovery of Michelle Konigsburg; 
Mazel tov in honor of the birth of Stacey Poutre's 
grandson from Elly and Steve Cohen. 
In appreciation of Rabbi & Michelle Konigsburg during 
this trying year from Arnold & Diane Keyser. 
Thank you to Rabbi Konigsburg from Dr. Richard Ketai 
& Dr. Laura Levine. 
 

SHABBAT LUNCHEON FUND 
In memory of our beloved Sally Ivaldi; our beloved 
Barry Baron from David Stern & Rebecca Rumbo 
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October 2021 Calendar 

Please note that the Chai Lights calendar dates are as of the date of publishing. Any schedule changes after this time will be posted on the online 

calendar at myshul.org and included in the weekly announcements.  These sources will have the most up to date information on events.   

      
 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

          
1  (25 Tishrei) 

6:00pm Friday Night 
Services 

6:14pm Candle 
Lighting 

2  (26 Tishrei) 
Shabbat Mevar-

chim 
10:00am Shabbat 
Services - Green-
berg Baby Naming 
7:15pm Havdalah 

          Sunset: 6:32pm Sunset: 6:30pm 

3  (27 Tishrei) 
9:00am Hebrew 

school K-7 
9:00am Morning 

Minyan 
9:30am Brother-
hood Breakfast 

& Speaker 

4  (28 Tishrei) 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 
7:30pm Sister-
hood/Hadassah 

Book Club 

5  (29 Tishrei) 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 

6  (30 Tishrei) 
Rosh Chodesh 

Cheshvan 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 

7  (1 Cheshvan) 
Rosh Chodesh 

Cheshvan 
4:30pm Hebrew 
school Gr 3-7 

7:00pm Mincha/
Maariv 

8  (2 Cheshvan) 
6:00pm Friday Night 

Services 
6:02pm Candle 

Lighting 

9  (3 Cheshvan) 
10:00am Shabbat 

Services 
7:04pm Havdalah 

          Sunset: 6:20pm Sunset: 6:19pm 

10  (4 Chesh-
van) 

11  (5 Chesh-
van) 
Columbus Day 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 

12  (6 Chesh-
van) 
1:30pm Knit & 

Kvetch 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 

13  (7 Cheshvan) 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 

14  (8 Cheshvan) 
4:30pm Hebrew 
school Gr 3-7 

7:00pm Mincha/
Maariv 

15  (9 Cheshvan) 
5:51pm Candle 

Lighting 
6:00pm Friday Night 

Services 

16  (10 Cheshvan) 
10:00am Shabbat 

Services and 
Junior Congregation 

6:52pm Havdalah 

          Sunset: 6:09pm Sunset: 6:07pm 

17  (11 Chesh-
van) 

9:00am Hebrew 
school K-7 

18  (12 Chesh-
van) 

7:00pm Mincha/
Maariv 

7:30pm Sister-
hood Donor 

Event 

19  (13 Chesh-
van) 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 

20  (14 Chesh-
van) 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 
7:30pm BOD 

Board Meeting 

21  (15 Chesh-
van) 
4:30pm Hebrew 
school Gr 3-7 

7:00pm Mincha/
Maariv 

22  (16 Cheshvan) 
5:40pm Candle 

Lighting 
6:00pm Friday Night 

Services 

23  (17 Cheshvan) 
10:00am Shabbat 

Services 
6:42pm Havdalah 

          Sunset: 5:58pm Sunset: 5:57pm 

24  (18 Chesh-
van) 

9:00am Hebrew 
school K-7 

7:30pm Comedy 
Night 

25  (19 Chesh-
van) 

7:00pm Mincha/
Maariv 

26  (20 Chesh-
van) 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 
7:30pm Sister-

hood Board 
Meeting 

27  (21 Chesh-
van) 
7:00pm Mincha/

Maariv 
7:30pm Leonard 

Cohen Virtual 
Tour 

28  (22 Chesh-
van) 
4:30pm Hebrew 
school Gr 3-7 

7:00pm Mincha/
Maariv 

29  (23 Cheshvan) 
5:31pm Candle 

Lighting 
6:00pm Friday Night 

Services 

30  (24 Cheshvan) 
Shabbat Mevar-

chim 
10:00am Shabbat 

Services 
6:32pm Havdalah 

          Sunset: 5:49pm Sunset: 5:47pm 

31  (25 Chesh-
van) 

9:00am Hebrew 
school K-7 

10:00am Sister-
hood Adventure 

Walk 
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BSBI has been given the 
opportunity to accept 
donations of vehicles 
through a partnership 
with Vehicles For Charity 
to process donated 

vehicles.  Consider donating your unwanted 
vehicle in support of BSBI.  It is easier and 
faster than selling it on your own, and you 
may qualify for a tax deduction!  Donors say it 
is a satisfying way to make a larger donation 
than they normally could.  
Vehicles accepted by this program include: 
unwanted car, truck, boat, motorcycle, RV or 
recreational vehicles. 
For more information go to:  
https://www.vehiclesforcharity.org 

We have now made the switch to the new Siddur Lev 
Shalem! Similar to the Machzor Lev Shalem we use 
on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, Siddur Lev Shalem 
includes informational side 
notes and extra readings on 
each page to help everyone 
get more out of Shabbat te-
phillot (prayer). We are now 
offering opportunities to 
dedicate these siddurim in 
honor of people or events in 
our lives or in memory of 
loved ones. A siddur can be 
dedicated for just $50 a 
book. If you would like to see 
a copy of the new siddur, 
they are available for inspection at the synagogue.  

Beth Olam Cemetery 

The lock at Beth Olam has been replaced and now 

no key is required.  The combination is 1818.  

There is a reminder near the lock in case you have 

forgotten the combination.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Please follow the directions below to use the new 

lock: 

• The lock is located under the black weatherproof 
cover 

• Pull the lock over the black weatherproof cover 

• Turn the number to 1818-line them up with the 
red line 

• Lock will pull apart 

• When done, reattach the cable to lock it 

• Turn at least one number to secure lock 

• Replace the lock under the black weatherproof 
cover 

Don’t Forget to Check Out MyShul.org! 

Our website has all the latest information on upcoming 
events, class and event registration, secure online 

donations, and shopping opportunities that support BSBI!  
If you would like to send in any pictures, videos, or 

upcoming event information,  
please email programming@myshul.org. 

Support BSBI with AmazonSmile! 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support BSBI every time you shop, at no 

cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection and convenient shop-

ping experience as at Amazon.com, with the add-
ed bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 
the purchase price. For detailed instructions for 

how to sign up, visit our website at: 
www.myshul.org. 

mailto:programming@myshul.org
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.myshul.org
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See Your Ad Here and Support BSBI! 
 

For more information, contact Tova Haley at programming@myshul.org 

or call 860-643-9563 x100 

mailto:programming@myshul.org
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Beth Sholom B’nai Israel 
400 Middle Turnpike East 
Manchester, CT 06040 
 

Address Service Requested 

 

Time Sensitive Material 

Please Do Not Delay 

 

 

 

 

 

THE NOVEMBER CHAI LIGHTS DEADLINE IS  OCTOBER 12TH
 

PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES TO ADMIN@MYSHUL.ORG 

Save the Date! 

6th Annual Manchester, CT Jazz Festival 

At Cheney Hall 

Saturday, December 4th  

Doors open at 6:30 PM, Jazz begins at 7:00 PM 

Tickets on sale soon! 


