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Upcoming Events! 
Due to COVID-19, all events are  

subject to change.  
Please visit www.myshul.org for all updates on 

upcoming events.  
We appreciate your understanding during this 

unprecedented time.  
 

Monday, February 1 

7:30 pm: Wisdom in Winter 

Tuesday, February 2 

12:00 pm: Lunch & Learn 

Wednesday, February 3 

7:30 pm: BSBI Academy with Rabbi Konigsburg 

Sunday, February 7 

9:30 am: World Wide Wrap 

Monday, February 8 

7:30 pm: Sisterhood/Haddassah Book Club 

Tuesday, February 9 

12:00 pm: Lunch & Learn 

Wednesday, February 10 

7:30 pm: BSBI Academy with Rabbi Konigsburg 

Thursday, February 11 

7:30 pm: YIVO Virtual Tour 

Tuesday, February 16 

12:00 pm: Lunch & Learn 

Wednesday, February 17 

7:30 pm: BSBI Board of Directors Meeting 

Sunday, February 21 

9:30 am: RLWRS Purim Program 

11:00 am: Virtual Walking Tour of Israel 

Tuesday, February 23 

12:00 pm: Lunch & Learn 

Wednesday, February 24 

7:30 pm: BSBI Academy with Rabbi Konigsburg 

Thursday, February 25 

6:30 pm: Purim Service 

Saturday, February 27 

6:30 pm: Purim Shenanigans 

Sunday, February 28 

11:00 am: Virtual Walking Tour of Israel 

11:30 am: Sisterhood Adventure Walk 

Call the Rabbi! 
Rabbi Konigsburg visits the local hospitals on a regular basis. An 

important part of his duties is to bring comfort and healing to 
those who are sick. Due to privacy laws, the hospitals can’t tell 
him if one of our members has been admitted. He could be just 

down the hall, but if he doesn’t know someone is there, he will not 
know to make a visit.  

Please call the Rabbi if you or someone you know is in the 
hospital so a timely visit can be made:  860-643-9563 

BETH SHOLOM B’NAI ISRAEL 
400 Middle Turnpike East, Manchester, CT 06040 

(860) 643-9563 www.myshul.org 

Clergy 
Rabbi: Randall J. Konigsburg 

Rabbi Emeritus: Richard J. Plavin 
Staff 

Office Manager: Judy Sawtelle 
Marketing Coordinator: Tova Haley 

Bookkeeper: Shari Haley 
Education Director: Rabbi Alan Lefkowitz 

Maintenance Specialist: Dave Pastula  
BSBI Board of Directors 

Co-Presidents: Dawn & Jack Steigelfest 
Executive Vice President: Russ Benblatt  

Co-Vice Presidents of Finance: Alan & Hope Igdalsky 
Co-Vice Presidents of Membership: Sally Ivaldi & Merle Cohen 

Vice President of Ritual: Steve Cohen 
Co-Vice Presidents of Education: Rebecca Rumbo/Bea Brodie 

Vice President of Fund Raising: Ken Wichman 
Vice President of Administration: Ron Abrahams 
Vice President of Buildings & Grounds: Ed Reilly 

Vice President of Cemeteries: Liza Mandel  
Recording Secretary: Steven Wollins 

Immediate Past President: Phil Margolis 
Sisterhood Representative: Brina Abrahams 

Brotherhood Co-Representative: Manny Lerman 

Brotherhood Co-Representative: Glenn Blumenstein 

Board of Trustees Representative: Gordon Brodie 
Member At Large: Steve Cohen 

Member At Large: Barry Baron Z”L 

Member At Large: Spin Zucker 

Co-Chairs, Personnel: Gayle Block/Mike Turk 
Chair, Social Action: Carol Hatch 

Chair, Youth Activities: Ilene O’Neil 
Chair, Adult Programming: Debbie Benblatt 

Legal Counsel: Bruce Beck 

Services  
Monday through Thursday: 7:00 PM  

Friday: 6:00 PM  
Saturday: 10:00 AM 

All service times are as listed above unless otherwise noted in the calendar. 
The entire community is welcome to attend any of our services. Services 

are virtual. Zoom information will be included in emails.  

 
You may contact us via e-mail at: 

Rabbi Konigsburg: rabbenu@myshul.org 
Judy Sawtelle: admin@myshul.org 

Tova Haley: programming@myshul.org 
Shari Haley: accounting@myshul.org 

Rabbi Alan Lefkowitz: RLWRSDirector@myshul.org 
AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF CONSERVATIVE JUDAISM 

Condolences to: 
• Steven & Kimberley Borgida, Jonathan & 

Sarah Borgida, Jeffry & Jill Borgida, Alan & 
Tina Borgida on the loss of their father, 
and Charlie & Joyce Borgida on the loss of 
his brother, Ed Borgida. 

• Rick & Amy Schiller, Douglas & Dvara 
Schiller, and Howard & Bonnie Schiller and 
their entire family on the loss of their 
father, Charles (Larry) Schiller. 
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Faith, Hope, Prayer 
 There is a prayer 
for everything in 
Judaism, and if not, 
someone will create a 
prayer. That is the way 
of prayer. We express 
our gratitude to God for 
all that we have in this 
world. It is God’s 
blessing that we are able 

to do all that we attempt. Everything from 
what we eat, drink, enjoy or even for our 
bad days, we have blessings and prayers to 
recite. 
  
 COVID is no different. There are 
prayers for good health that are very old, 
but now we need a blessing for a vaccine, 
that which gives us protection from a deadly 
virus. There are no prayers for this in our 
siddur, so Rabbinic minds were put to the 
task. There have been many prayers 
proposed, but these are two of what I think 
are the best. They speak to the feelings and 
the blessing of being protected from this 
terrible disease.  What do you think of these 
two prayers? Would you recite one or the 
other when your turn to take the vaccine 
comes around? 
  

A prayer by Rabbi Naomi Levy: 
 
 I have been praying for this day, and 
now it is here! With great excitement, a 
touch of trepidation and with deep gratitude 
I give thanks to all the scientists who toiled 
day and night so that I might receive this 
tiny vaccination that will protect me and all 
souls around this world. With the pandemic 
still raging, I am blessed to do my part to 
defeat it. Let this be the beginning of a new 
day, a new time of hope, of joy, of freedom 
and most of all, of health. 
 I thank You, God, for blessing me 
with life, for sustaining my life, and for 
enabling me to reach this awe-filled 
moment. 

Amen 
 

Continued on page 6 
 

Words from the Co-Presidents 
 Beth Sholom B’nai Israel is governed by a 
Board of Directors. In accordance with our Bylaws, 
each member of the Board is elected to serve a two
-year term. The current members of the Board of 
Directors and the positions they hold are listed on 
page two of this Bulletin. They all serve without 
compensation, volunteering for the benefit of us all.  
 
 The Board meets monthly to discuss the 
status of Temple activities and policy issues of 

importance to our shul. Regular Board meetings, which usually take 
place on the third Wednesday of each month, are open to all members. 
It is much easier to attend a Board meeting when they are held in person 
at the shul. Due to the pandemic, we have been holding Board meetings 
virtually, over the Zoom platform. If you want to attend a meeting, 
please let us know, and we can get you the contact information. 
 
 Although debate and final decisions take place at these 
meetings, much of the work of the Board takes place between meetings. 
Each member of the Board has a particular sphere of responsibility. They 
plan, organize and implement events and programs. They bring 
proposals to the Board for changes in policy. They interact with both the 
BSBI staff and members in multitudes of ways. Often, they also volunteer 
in ways unrelated to their official positions. If you have ideas for or 
comments about programming in any area, the contact information for 
each Board member can be found on the website, or you can reach out 
to us. We would love to hear from you. You do not have to wait for the 
annual meeting of the congregation to share your thoughts. 
 
 Many of the Board members are assisted in their work by you, 
members of the congregation who serve on official committees or work 
in less formal ways. It has been one of our goals to recognize that there 
are many of you willing and able to assist in the work of running your 
shul, and to offer a platform for you to do so. Everyone’s voice is 
important, and BSBI is best served by involvement of more people, not 
less. 
 
 The members of the Board rely on BSBI’s professional staff to 
implement the policies and programs we plan, and to run the Temple on 
a day to day basis. From the Rabbi to our part time employees, we are 
fortunate to have enthusiastic people who work diligently on our behalf. 
There are times of the year when the workload would challenge anyone, 
but each year they come through.  
 
 Our weekly Siddur includes a prayer for our community. We are 
fortunate and grateful to have so many people joining in to assure that 
prayer is answered at BSBI, making BSBI a community that prays 
together and stays together thru both hardship and joyful celebrations.  
 

Jack & Dawn Steigelfest, Co-Presidents 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0018bZq3PnU4COkzolEXgRSybs99PnxhOyJMUiQJV6xTeOW_6kwJ6f0iBffkEIlHgyprgoUv7CIzrdocuBVwlIGI7aVEmJhkhhRWtBK_5VG2c6KXCYOt2PEm_67D3YA2sfp0FuQxkM_qPVCTeSvmO5ZMzKFA4OUljRiclJNVKZ6neknj-S9BbZaKW-VxlH96kb-X9h9oCIRK25HFixMeYoYNcErgVBZ-W47&c=5
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This Month in Jewish History By Rabbi Konigsburg 
19 Shevat -16 Adar 

24 Sivan – The first synagogue in 425 years opened in Madrid, Spain on this day in 1917. 
25 Sivan – The first ship to break the blockade imposed by England on Palestine and land its illegal immigrants (Jews who were 
 escaping WWII) did so in 1934. 
28 Sivan – Rabbi Alexander Goode, one of the four chaplains who gave away their life jackets to soldiers, died on this day with the 
 other three chaplains on the USS Dorchester after it was hit by a torpedo and sunk off the coast of Greenland in 1943. 
8 Adar - Yahrzeit of Zechariah Frankel 1875 – The first Conservative Jew, from Breslau, who was President of the Jewish Theological 
 Seminary in Breslau and created the “Positive-Historical” approach to Judaism that did not just preserve all traditions nor 
 did it “reform” Judaism.  
8 Adar – The first Jewish community in the New World to be permitted to swear an oath on a Jewish Bible (not a Christian Bible) 
 and be able to take up an elected office was in Barbados in the West Indies in 1674. The last Jewish community to be 
 permitted to take an oath on a Jewish Bible was also on this date in 1825 when the State of Maryland’s legislature finally 
 conferred this right to the Jews of that state. 

RLWRS Update 

 I am happy to report the school’s successes with Zoom. 
 
 Our 3-4 graders have been learning to read Hebrew since the beginning of the year. They were actually able to 
read the Chanukah blessings, instead of just memorizing them. They are currently working on the toughest reading 
project, the “Shema,” which is difficult for new readers. But I say: learn the hard stuff first, then after that everything is 
easier. 
 
 My goal is to have each student read the Four Questions at their Sedarim this year. My personal mantra is: I want 
them to read our holy language. 
 
 Our older children are not only reading well, but beginning to understand what is being said, the purpose of our 
prayers and why we say them.  
 
 I am delighted to say that our teachers have been enjoying our students as well. On Thursday, Michele Karasik is 
teaching Jewish values to our kids. Michele taught with me for many years in Windsor when those doors were still open. It 
is good to have teachers who know what is expected with a free rein to be creative despite our challenges. 
 
 The other teachers teach on Sunday. Sarah Karasik, a senior chemistry student at UConn, has been a student of 
mine as well as a teacher to our youngest children. She brings lots of experience despite her youth. Then there is Laura 
Lopez, another former student who is completing her degree in psychology at UHartford. So, our students are surrounded 
by caring, committed teachers. The children are learning Jewish ethics, the history of Israel, and about how we can better 
relate to our Creator, as well as Bible. 
 
 Zoom has become the main focus for religious services and education. It has also altered our lives in how we 
interact with one another socially. Incidentally, I prefer to say “physical” distancing as opposed to “social” distancing. We 
are still social, even though we are physically apart. 
 
 The great advantage of Zoom is that our religious services are close at hand. And I would like to see more of our 
members and our students attend so that what we are teaching in our classes makes sense. In sports terminology: 
Religious school is the training room, while our services are the game where the training is played out. 
 
 Of note: as we share the wealth of our traditions with other schools, we Zoomed with Temple Beth Hillel of South 
Windsor on Sunday, January 31 at 9:30 a.m. for a Tu B’shevat gathering. Each child was asked to bring to their Zoom 
screen a fruit that they have never eaten before, and to share how it tasted. 
 
B’Shalom, 

RLWRS Education Director 
Rabbi Alan Lefkowitz 
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BSBI Community 

Social Action Update 
 Our synagogue community has been a strong supporter of the local Food Pantries. In addition to the High 
Holiday food collections, we continue to collect food on a year round basis to help keep the shelves of the pantries 
well stocked with food.  When our synagogue offices were open part time, we placed a shopping cart outside so that 
groceries could be dropped off, brought into the synagogue and delivered on a regular basis to MACC and to HVCC. 
Unfortunately, the increase in COVID cases in Connecticut has caused us to close the offices once again, so this 
method of collecting food is no longer practical. 
 
 It is still possible to support our local pantries. You can drop your contributions off in person at MACC,  460 
Main St. Manchester, Monday through Thursday from 9am- 4 pm and Friday from 9 am-2 pm. If you live in Vernon 
you can drop off donations at HVCC, 27 Naek Rd #4, Vernon  on Monday 2 pm to 5 pm, Wednesday 12 pm tp 5 pm, 
Thursday 9 am to 1pm, Friday 9 am to 12 pm. If you prefer, you can also donate to the Cornerstone Food Pantry, 15 
Prospect St. Rockville on Tuesday from 9 am to 12 pm.   
 
 If shopping is difficult for you at this time, all of these charities will accept checks or gift cards for grocery 
stores, Walmart or Target. Even a modest donation can make a difference in these difficult times.  If you want to 
donate and none of these options works for you, contact me at cadahat@gmail.com, and we will find a way to make it 
work for you. 
 
Thank you for your kindness and generosity! 

Carol Hatch, Chair-Social Action 

Rabbi Richard Plavin Library 
David Alter, Librarian 

 It’s been our practice to feature books written by BSBI Congregants: Lou Segal, Steve Leshin, and Hanna 
Marcus.  I am pleased to announce that we now have a number of books written by David Tabatsky.  David, as you 
might know, is the son of Cantor and Mrs. Tabatsky and grew up in Manchester. 
 
 David is the author, co-author or editor of more than 30 books on subjects including cancer care, parenting and 
divorce, senior dogs, dementia and Alzheimer's, holistic dentistry, addiction, prison reform, medical marijuana, 
President Obama, the Holocaust, children and race, and a variety of memoirs.   He is also a professional actor, clown, 
juggler, mime, comic, and director.  He continues to work as a guest artist in schools, teaching theatre, circus arts, and 
storytelling, as well as writing and communication workshops in cancer centers throughout the country. 
 
 David was a guest speaker at a recent Brotherhood meeting.  His topic was:  "Write for Life, Communicating your 
Way Thru Life and Catastrophe”.   
 
David’s books are: 
 

Chicken Soup for the Soul's The Cancer Book: 101 Stories of Courage, Support & Love  
Reimagining Women's Cancers: The Celebrity Diagnosis Guide to Personalized Treatment and Prevention 
Reimagining Men's Cancers: The Celebrity Diagnosis Guide to Personalized Treatment and Prevention 
Write for Life: Communicating Your Way Through Cancer 
Beautiful Old Dogs: A Loving Tribute to Our Senior Best Friends 

 
 When BSBI reopens these books will be available.  As I mentioned in last month’s Chai Lights, curb side service 
will be available. 
 
Stay safe, 

Dave Alter, 
Librarian 

mailto:cadahat@gmail.com


 

6 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/myshul/  

     Important: Update Your Contact 
Information! 

 
 Have a new cell number or gave up your landline?  

 Want to be added to our e-mail list to get our bi-
weekly announcements, sad news notifications and 
other important information related to the 
congregation? 

 Think you signed up to get e-mails but haven’t 
received any?  

 Planning on moving or getting a new e-mail address?  

 Have a child who has gone off to college and would 
like to keep up to date with life at BSBI?  

 
Please notify Tova Haley directly regarding ANY changes 
or issues by calling 860-643-9563 ext. 100 or by sending an 
e-mail to programming@myshul.org.  
 
REMEMBER: We cannot reach you if our records are not up 

to date! 

Faith, Hope, Prayer Continued 
 
A prayer by Rabbi Robert Scheinberg and Rabbi Naomi Kalish: 
This prayer contains various elements, including an affirmation that one is performing a mitzvah, an expression of gratitude for the 
wisdom of scientists, a prayer for healing, and the blessing of gratitude traditionally recited each day for the magnificent workings 
of the human body. Elements are taken from the prayer of Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu. 
 
Before the vaccination: 
I am ready to fulfill the positive commandment of my Creator to protect the human body, as it is written in the Torah: “You shall be 
most careful with yourselves.” (Deuteronomy 4:15) 
 
We thank You, Adonai our God and God of our ancestors, God of all flesh, creator of healing, who has granted knowledge and 
wisdom to human beings to discover and develop this vaccine to guard against the plague of disease. May it be Your will that this 
vaccination protect me [“and my family,” “and my patients,” “and my clients,” “and my students,”] and all those with whom I come 
in contact. May it save the lives of millions of people across the world. 
 
After the vaccination: 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, who has created the human body with wisdom, creating cells, tissues, and organs - it is known 
and revealed to You that when they do not function correctly it is not possible to exist and stand before You. Blessed are You, 
Adonai, healer of all flesh, who does wondrous deeds.  
 
Let us not forget the miracle that is this protection from COVID. It is what we need, and we got it much sooner than we could 
imagine. That alone is a reason to bless God, who indeed does wondrous things.  

Rabbi Randall Konigsburg 

Thursday, February 11, 2021 
7:30 PM 

YIVO is the Institute for Jewish Research. It is dedicated to the study of 
the history, language, religion, folkways and material culture of the 

Jews in Eastern Europe and Russia. Benefiting scholars and students, 
Holocaust educators and the general public, members and supporters 

of YIVO come from throughout the U.S. and countries around the 
world. 

  
This virtual tour shares YIVO’s history, the brave individuals who 
collected and rescued the essence of Ashkenazi Jewish life, and 

highlights some of the physical artifacts in their collection.  
  

Its archive is a repository of Eastern European and Ashkenazic 
culture. We will enjoy a virtual, pre-taped video tour of the archives 
and materials. These archives contain everything from Yiddish theater 

posters to physician’s records in pre-war Vilna. There are also 
autobiographies of teens that were submitted in 

pre-war Vilna as part of a YIVO contest. The stacks also contain 
artifacts ranging from dolls made in DP camps to one of Auschwitz’s 

registers.  
 

There is a $10 per household cost for this event  

Register online at myshul.org 

https://www.facebook.com/%20myshul/
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 Sisterhood Speaks 
Mimi Kalman, Editor 

What’s Ahead for Sisterhood? 

Monday, February 8, 7:30 pm 
Hadassah/Sisterhood Book Group, Zoom 

 
Saturday, February 20, 7:30 pm  

Art Encounter with Cambridge artist Josh Meyer, 
via Zoom 

 
Tuesday. February 23, 7:30 pm  
Sisterhood Zoom Board meeting 

 
Sunday, February 28, 11:30 am 

Socially distanced Adventure Walk 
Please note the new time! 

 
Anytime: Yoga with Adriene on YouTube  

Hadassah/Sisterhood Book Group 
 
Greetings Fellow Readers, 
We hope you'll plan to join us for our next meeting on  
February 8th at 7:30 p.m.  
We will discuss THE GUEST BOOK by Sarah Blake. "A family saga that 
illuminates the great divide, the gulf that separates the rich and poor, 
black and white, Protestant and Jew. Spanning three generations, Blake 
masterfully lays bare the memories and mistakes each generation makes 
while coming to terms with what it means to inherit the past." 
Copies of the book will be held for the BSBI Book Group at the Mary 
Cheney Library reference desk. 
 
We'll send a zoom link a few days before the meeting. 
 

Stay safe, well and warm! 
Maxine Lerman and Myrna Spector 

Virtual, vibrant, innovative art encounter with Cambridge artist Josh Meyer.   
Date: Saturday, Feb 20th 

Time: 7:30 pm 
(Wine and cheese will pair great with this event) 
 Artist Joshua Meyer is known for his thickly layered paintings of people, and for a searching, open-ended process. The 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, artist is the recipient of a Pollock-Krasner Foundation Grant as well as the Sustainable Arts Foundation 
Award, and a Painting Fellowship from the Massachusetts Cultural Council. He studied art at Yale University and The Bezalel Academy, 
in Israel. The artist’s work has been shown in galleries and museums across the United States, Europe and Asia, including a solo 
exhibition, "Tohu va Vohu" at Hebrew College in Boston, and "Becoming" at the Yale Slifka Center and NYU Bronfman Center. Meyer 
is represented by Rice Polak Gallery in Provincetown, Matter & Light Gallery in Boston and Dolby Chadwick Gallery in San 
Francisco.  Josh also happens to be the son of Judy and Harold Meyer!  See below for a review of his work: 
 “Looking at a Meyer painting means changing your mind about what you see. Only gradually do I discern the figures in his 
work. They emerge slowly, rewarding a second and third glance. Coming into their own, they transform the color all around them. As 
living people do, Meyer’s subjects will reveal themselves, and they will disappear. Look at them up close and they scatter, self-
effacing. Back away and they gather force and gravity. Back away a little more. Give Meyer’s figures space, and they’ll possess the 
room.” —Allegra Goodman 
 For those of you who are  not long term members of BSBI, back when it was Temple Beth Sholom, Josh was a very active 
teen. He  was Chapter President of Manchester USY, and our group was then chosen chapter of the year. He was a USY Regional Vice 
President for Communications, and then International Vice President for Communications, using his skills in graphics in this position. 
 In Josh’s junior year of High School he was a Bronfman Fellow. This pluralistic group of fellows travelled together to Israel, 
studying with a cross-denominational group of Rabbis as well as poets, politicians, and other cultural leaders. One of his teachers 
there was Rabbi Jim Ponet, whom he then followed back to Yale. 
 In high school he won awards and exhibited with the National Art League. He also created greeting cards for Solomon 
Schecter Day School and Midrasha (now known as Yachad), and he made balloon animals and did magic tricks at our Purim carnivals. 

Sisterhood Gift Shop - Your Source for All Your Simchot 
Important Gift Shop Update: Change of venue! 

Thanks to the uptick in COVID related cases, our BSBI Sisterhood Gift Shop has been obliged to pull up stakes and relocate 
temporarily. It has been transferred to my home until further notice. For immediate needs such as Havdalah candles, yahrzeit 

candles and neronim, you can make an appointment to pick them up at my home. 
We are taking orders by phone or email. 

Shoot me an email or give me a call! 
Rima,  

Phone: 860 649 8507, Email: rimarainbow@cox.net 

mailto:rimarainbow@cox.net
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Sisterhood Speaks Continued 

Pesach Project Kicking off for a Sixth Year! 
 Last year with your generous support, the Pesach Project netted an incredible $9,607! This initiative allows you to greet 

your fellow synagogue members with wishes for a sweet and joyous holiday.  We will be asking you to continue this tradition, and 

have already solicited your participation online and via the mail. All the details are once again explained both in an email and in a 

letter to you. 

 Last year, on your behalf we were able to fulfill the Passover mandate to feed the hungry in our midst.  We were able to 

donate $3,202 to Mazon and another $3,202 to Leket.  The remaining third went to our Sisterhood to further all the good work 

they do for our congregation.  

 Mazon is the Jewish Response to Hunger, a national nonprofit that works to end hunger among people of all faiths and 

backgrounds.  Mazon, which means food in Hebrew, employs advocacy and education to raise awareness about the prevalence of 

hunger. Mazon also gives grants to anti-hunger organizations working on behalf of hungry people throughout America and Israel, 

including our own local food banks. 

 Leket is the largest food bank in Israel.  It sources, collects and redistributes fresh quality perishables from farms, hotels, 

military bases and catering halls.  Leket works with 195 nonprofits to provide nutritious food to over 175,000 Israelis weekly. 

 Our contributions to these anti-hunger organizations at Pesach fulfills the commandment of  Maot Hittim, literally wheat 

money, which demands that we attend to the needs of the hungry at this time of our celebration of freedom.   In the words of the 

Haggadah, “Let all who are hungry come and eat.”  This is especially important this year as the COVID-9 pandemic has had a 

devastating economic impact on many people worldwide. Please participate generously.  

Your donation DEADLINE is March 17, 2021. 

Becky Murray, Chair 

Torah Fund 
 Although BSBI 
Sisterhood 
usually 
schedules our 
Torah Fund 
Events in the 
springtime, 
you really do 
not have to wait till then to 
donate to this very important 
fund. Torah Fund supports the 
Conservative/Masorti seminaries 
in New York, Los Angeles, 
Jerusalem, Buenos Aires and 
Potsdam, Germany.  Your gift 
helps educate our future 
Conservative/Masorti clergy, 
educators and more.   
 Each year a special pin is 
designed to thank the donors of a 
gift of $180 or more. This year the 
pin is devoted to B’Yachad 
(Together).  You can make this 
donation with one check, or pay 
monthly, $18 for ten months or 
$36 for five. Send your checks to 
me, and I will be happy to keep 
track of your monthly payments. 
Mimi Kalman, 163 Scott Drive, 
Manchester, CT 06042. 

Mimi Kalman, Torah Fund Chair  

Knit & Kvetch 
 To our Knit and Kvetch group, 
please continue to work from home on hats, 
mittens and afghans.  If you need yarn, get in 
touch with me as I have some at my house 
and we can make arrangements for pick up. 
 If anyone would like to start knitting 
or crocheting for us, please do. It’s a 
mitzvah! 
 When we can safely meet in person 
for our monthly meetings, we will be in 
touch. 
 Remember we can always use yarn 
or monetary donations to continue our 
mitzvah. It doesn't have to be a huge 
amount; $5.00 goes a long way towards 
buying yarn.  We do appreciate all donations 
of yarn, however please no wool.  Our items 
need to be machine washable so we can 
only accept 100% acrylic.  
 Please make sure that all donation 
checks are made out to BSBI Sisterhood and 
marked "Knit and Kvetch" on the memo 
line.  If they are left in the BSBI office please 
ask them to put the checks in the Sisterhood 
box. 
  
Any questions, call me at 860-649-6551 or 
at IRANNEFINK@AOL.COM. 

Anne Fink 

Adventure Walk 
 We are changing the time of our 
Sunday, February 28, Adventure Walk, to 11:30 
am, weather permitting. We decided to give the 
sun a little time to warm us up. As before, we 
must stay socially distanced and wear masks. 
 Family members and spouses are 
welcome to join, socially distanced from those 
not in the family bubble.  
 So meet us in BSBI’s parking lot by 11:30 
am, we will decide where we are going and off 
we will go! 

Margie Partney 
 
 

Torah Fund Cards 

• Mazel tov to Bill and Nancy Squires on the 
engagement of their daughter, Maxine, to 
Taylor Kiviat from Lynn and Jack Cohen.   

• Get well to Sally Ivaldi from Mimi Kalman.   

• Get well and happy Chanukah to Sally Abby 
from Judy and Harold Meyer.  

• Happy birthday to Florence Cole and her 
grandson, Parker, from Elaine and Cal Vinick. 

 
To order cards for all occasions contact our 
Torah Fund Card Chairperson  
 

Lynn Cohen at (860-298-0457) or 
cohenlynn334@gmail.com 

 

mailto:IRANNEFINK@AOL.COM
mailto:cohenlynn334@gmail.com
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Brotherhood Corner 
Glenn Blumenstein, Brotherhood President 
An Emotional Reflection 

 Fair warning…I’m about to get really personal and a bit emotional here, so if you are not in a mood for sappy, you may want 
to move on and turn the page.  
 
 The day after Thanksgiving I had a sore throat, but didn’t think much of it.  By Monday, however, I was sick and had to go 
home from work.  I was worried of course, and I started thinking back to the client I was helping that made such a production about 
wearing a mask and how it interfered with their religious freedom.  Soon after the sore throat began, I was feverish and a bit delirious, 
so my wife drove me to get a rapid COVID test.  At eleven PM that night I got the message that I did in fact, have COVID-19.  I was 
asleep in the nursery when the message came in, and my children were safe in bed with their mother.  I was nicely isolated in my 
growing delirium.  It was only a few days before I was released from my isolation, as everyone in the house had begun showing 
symptoms.  
 
 Tiffany and I feel confident that we have never been sicker.  While I sat alone in my sickness, my wife…true to form, and who 
was probably sicker than I was…cared for us all.  
 
 As I began to recover and my spirits started to lift, I received news that set me, and I know many of you, on my heals.  Russ 
Benblatt had been rushed to the hospital. He had a large aneurism in his leg and was having emergency surgery to save both his leg, 
and his life.  I was stopped in my tracks.  I wanted to rush to my friend’s side, to this family’s side…but I was stopped by COVID. 
Powerless to help my friend, he later explained how powerless he also felt to save his own life.  
 
 Tiffany and I thought of little else as we now, fever-free, tried to return to work. We also thought of the not too distant past, 
when we got a call and had to bury our friend, David Golden; whom had died much too soon. All the while I was scared for my friend, 
for his beautiful daughters who mean so much to my children. Tiffany kept asking about Debbie.   
 
 Baruch Hashem, Russ is home now. And even though the worst seems to be behind him, he is nonetheless shaken and more 
than a little bit humbled. Not just by the awfulness of being faced with the prospect of losing his life, but by the amazing love and care 
of his wife and daughters, and the outpouring of love and care from the entire community.  
 
 Russ and I have had a rough time over the last couple of months, but the love and the support of our amazing wives…who 
were foolish enough to marry us…leaves us both unquestionably grateful.  For the love of our children, we are in a state of constant 
awe. And for the love and the support of this community, our brotherhood, and last of all but certainly not least, our Rabbis…we are 
profoundly grateful.   
 
 While these words come from Glenn, you should know that nothing I publish ever goes out without my “marketing director” 
and friend, Russ Benblatt, making sure that my ramblings are ready for publication, and make as much sense as I think they do.  So I 
close now, and am so glad to be able to forward this to Russ, so he can edit it into the text you will actually read. 
 

A Note from Russ:  Glenn’s words were so moving, that I made very few edits aside from 
some punctuation.  He’s learning, he’s growing…but most importantly, he’s my friend.  

Want to join a Sacred Society? 
We are looking for new members for our Chevra Kadisha.  We invite you to join our dedicated group of volunteers who participate in 
one of the most vital and meaningful Mitzvot.  
The Chevra Kadisha is the Jewish Burial Society. There are two groups: a women’s group and a men’s group. The Chevra Kadisha is 
considered a Sacred Society whose purpose is to prepare the body of the deceased so they can leave this world in the same state of 
purity as when they were born. It is a selfless act; washing the body, dressing it in simple linen shrouds, reciting prayers and making sure 
that the person is treated with dignity, modesty, and respect.  This is the Mitzvah of Kavod Ha Metim. It is the ultimate act of human 
kindness, a kindness that is done without any possibility that it will be repaid.  
We are the Chevra Kadisha of BSBI. We are looking for men and women interested in this most spiritual and fulfilling work.  We invite 
you to join our sacred society. We will provide the training both by video and “on the job”. There will be a training session held in person 
after the pandemic.  
We are here to answer any questions and to share any information you may need to decide if this Mitzvah is for you. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Liza Mandel, Vice President Cemeteries BSBI 
(860)794-2368, lizamandel1@gmail.com 
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If we have overlooked a special date please contact us at: 860-643-9563 ext. 100  
so that we may celebrate it in the future. 

 

Have a simcha you want to share with the congregation?  

Make sure to notify Tova at programming@myshul.org so 

she can include it in the bulletin! 

Birthdays 

Celebration Dates in February 

Debra Carlson-2/1 
Isaac Bawabe-2/2 
Rennette Resnick-2/2 
Herbert Koenig-2/3 
Alan Feir-2/3 
Joseph Howell-2/4 
Manuel Lerman-2/5 
Jay Bigman-2/6 
Ted Lloyd-2/6 
Miriam Schwartz-2/7 
Lawrence Marks-2/9 
Maxine Lerman-2/9 
Edward Reilly-2/9 
Sarah Cinquemani-2/10 

Neil Ellis-2/10 
Wendy Videll-2/12 
Andrea Tardif-2/13 
Phil Stein-2/15 
Lisa Plavin-2/16 
Ira Fink-2/17 
Donna Caplin-2/17 
David Riedel-2/17 
Susan Mendelsohn-2/17 
Joel Lang-2/17 
Thomas Mastronarde-2/18 
Susan Goodwin-2/18 
Adam Zimmerman-2/20 
Anne Herman-2/20 

Anniversaries 

Kristen Hauer-2/22 
Barbara Bayer-2/22 
Matthew Torff-2/22 
Michelle Konigsburg-2/23 
Trudy Singer-2/24 
Elijah Blumenstein-2/25 
Robert Caplin-2/26 
Ruth Heller-2/28 
Linda Howell-2/28 
Zachary Aaron Filkoff-2/28 
Andrew Benjamin Filkoff-2/28 
Barry Haight-2/28 

Harvey & Elaine Kahaner-2/2 

James & Marcia McGee-2/7 

Alexander Feinstein & Cara Taback Feinstein-2/8 

Lorin Pasternak & Scott Brennan-2/17 

Drs. Peter & Emily Buch-2/17 

mailto:programming@myshul.org
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IRA Assets and Qualified Charitable Distributions 
 BSBI would like to encourage charitable donations, to help our congregants 
optimize their charitable giving and to reach their charitable goals. On behalf 
of the Endowment Board of Trustees I would like to review some of the 
benefits of gifting Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) to the 
Endowment. The QCDs may also be used to pay Synagogue dues as well as 
contribute to the Hineni Society. 
 

Donation of “Qualified Charitable Distributions” (QCD) 
In legislation at year end 2016, Congress made permanent qualified charitable 
distributions (QCDs) from individual retirement accounts. 
 

What are QCDs? 
A QCD permits  direct transfers to a qualified charity (or charities) totaling up to $100,000 annually of tax-deferred IRA 
savings.  QCDs offer advantages over taking a taxable IRA distribution and then contributing the proceeds of that 
distribution to a charity. That’s because taxable IRA distributions must be included in adjusted gross income. 
Importantly, QCDs automatically satisfy required minimum distributions (RMDs) for the year when the QCD is made. 
That’s a real advantage for a charitably minded IRA owner who doesn’t depend on some or all of the RMD for living 
expenses. 

What are important things to know about QCDs? 
Only individuals who’ve attained age 70 ½ or older on the date of distribution may make QCDs. The charitable 
organization must be an organization that qualifies for a charitable income tax deduction of an individual. The Beth 
Sholom B’nai Israel Synagogue and the BSBI Endowment  qualify as such  organizations The BSBI Endowment and 
Synagogue will be required to provide the same contribution acknowledgement to the owner of the IRA required 
claiming a charitable tax deduction. Failure to obtain the acknowledgement will quash the QCD. QCDs may be made 
from any IRA or individual retirement annuity, but not from a simplified employee pension, a simple retirement 
account, or an inherited IRA. Among other benefits, the use of QCDs for charity may reduce taxable income, reduce 
state and federal tax, reduce taxation of social security, reduce supplemental IRMMA payments to Medicare parts B 
and D. Individuals and couples with low as well as high incomes may benefit by contributing QCDs to charity.  

 
Examples of using QCDs for charitable giving 

There are several attractive options for the use of QCDs for charitable giving. For example one can use the QCD to pay 
Synagogue dues and contribute to Hineni.  Another example of optimizing the use of QCD is to establish a perpetual 
endowment fund. By making a QCD donation to the Endowment of BSBI, the donor may create a $25,000 endowment 
for BSBI. This endowment may be given over the course of a number of years to reach the level necessary to provide 
perpetual support of  a $1000 to  Hineni. By adding to the donation annually the donor could reach a $45,000 over a 
number of years. This amount would support a perpetual Hineni donation at the $1800 per year level.  Details of 
further possibilities and arrangements for payment can be obtained from the Endowment members or via email noted 
below. Since the use of QCDs for charitable giving can have specific tax advantages the donor should consult their tax 
advisor prior to making a QCD contribution. Some plans require significant lead time to process the paper work, so 
advanced planning may be necessary. 
 
For further information, contact a member of the Endowment Committee. 
You may reach out to the BSBI Endowment at BSBIEndowment@myshul.org 
or directly to Roy Filkoff or Jeff Wasser. Remember to discuss this and all 
other tax matters with your tax advisor before taking any action. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jeff Wasser, MD 
President of the BSBI Endowment 

Leave a Jewish Legacy 

mailto:BSBIEndowment@myshul.org
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For information about establishing an Endowment Fund or leaving a bequest, 
contact Dr. Jeffrey Wasser BSBIEndowment@myshul.org or Rabbi Konigsburg 860-643-9563 x101. 

Scholarships 
 

Rabbi Leon Wind 
Religious School 

Adult Education Community 
General 

Endowment Fund 

Gloria Byk Fund Bayer/Davison Fund Sylvia A. Cheikin Fund Berkman Family Fund Israel and Lillian 
Abramovitz Fund 

Sheldon and Doris 
Adler Fund 

Louis and Sadye 
Apter Family Fund 

Clare and Herbert 
Bernstein Fund 

Raymond Bernstein 
Fund 

Nathan Chesler Fund 

A. Elmer Diskan Fund 

Ruben Fialkoff Fund 

Morris and Ann 
Firestone Fund 

Rhoda Goldstein Fund 

Edith Gottlieb Fund 

Leo and Shirley Juran 
Fund 

Kahaner Family Fund 

Ethel and Nathan 
Kasowitz Fund 

Marcus Family and 
Bula Family Fund 

Irving and Ethel 
Mehlman Rose Fund 

Irma and Merwin 
Meridy Fund 

Rita Oshinsky Fund 

Phair Family Fund 

Reichlin Family Fund 

Pauline and Nathan 
Rubin Fund 

Israel and Shirley 
Snyder Family Fund 

Gloria and Robert 
Weiss Fund 

Edythe and Abraham 
Zubrow Fund 

Max Zucker Fund 

Ann and Emanual 
Hirth Fund 

David Sherman Foster 
Fund Clare-Kramer Fund Klemens-Wiener Fund 

Maxine & Efrem Jaffe 
Fund 

Hochberg Family Fund Ruth and Sidney Cohen 
Fund 

Gordon Barshay Lassow 
and Jay Joshua Lassow 
Fund 

Seymour B. Kaplan 
Fund 

Jacobs Family Fund Jack Goldberg Fund* 
Esther Margulies Lessner 
and George C. Lessner 
Fund 

Sonia and Max Karp 
and Anita Karp 
Treston Fund 

Rose Jaffe Fund F. Ruth and S. I. 
Kummer Fund 

Jerome and Louise Nathan 
Fund 

Joseph Kopman Fund Katz-Robbins Fund Fay and Benjamin Levy 
and Max Mandel Fund* 

Ella and Herman Plavin 
Fund 

Anne and Leon 
Kramer Fund 

Ruth Podrove Melton Fund 
Aida S. Nesselroth 
Educational 
Enhancement Fund* 

Plepler Family Fund 

Max Lundy Fund 
Barney, Jean, Rachel, and 
Sarah Moses Education 
Fund 

Saul and Carol 
Nesselroth Fund for 
Israel Advocacy 

Jay E. Rubinow Fund 

Laurie Margolis Fund 
Gertrude and Abraham 
Podrove Fund 

George and Lillian 
Sandals Fund 

Rita and David Schmerler 
Fund 

Cantor Israel and 
Irene Tabatsky Fund 

Podrove - Resnick Fund Ruth and Jack Sandals 
Fund Leonard Seader Fund 

 Marsha and Samuel 
Yules Fund 

Martin L. Rubin Fund Rabbi Jeshaia and 
Hilde Schnitzer Fund Shapiro Family Fund 

 Pauline and Isadore 
Zackin Fund 

Nat N. and Gertrude Sturm 
Schwedel Fund 

Saul and Rebecca 
Silverstein Fund 

Eileen & Fred Stern 
Family Fund 

Diane and Jeffrey 
Wasser Ramah 
Scholarship Fund  

Berdine Spector Stoltz 
Fund Weil-Braunsberg Fund* Blanche and Robert Stone 

Fund 

    
Elliott and Eveleen 
Zimmerman Library 
Fund 

Continuity Fund 

      Program Enhancement 

      Beth Sholom B’nai Israel 
Operating Fund 

Religious Youth 
Maintenance/Capital 
Improvements Memorial Park 

Max and Sally Glaiber 
and Joseph and 
Gertrude Snider Fund 

Anna Brita Chilberg Fund Bayer-Marlow Fund Temple Beth Sholom 
Memorial Park Fund 

Howard Gold Fund Nellie Katz Cohen Fund Elaine and Leo 
Charendoff Fund 

Congregation B’nai Israel 
Memorial Park Fund 

Bernard and May 
Kahn and Eli and 
Rose Lerman Fund 

Murray H. and Celia D. 
Novins Fund 

David S. and Norma C. 
Garber Fund   

Rubinow-Schwolsky 
Fund   

Miriam Barshay 
Lassow and Herman 
Lassow Fund 

  

Rebecca Ann and 
Herman Seidman 
Fund 

  Capital Improvement 
Fund   

Irene and Henry 
Springer Fund       

Diane and Barry 
Weinbaum Fund       

Rabbi Leon Wind 
Fund       

Irene and Abraham 
Zimmerman Fund       

The Time 

is Now,  

The Need 

is Great! 

 
Endowments 

are an 

opportunity for 

each of us to 

provide for our 

synagogue on a 

continuous basis 

by creating a 

permanent 

tribute to our 

values and 

principles. 

Our synagogue 

is here for you 

as you 

experience life’s 

greatest joys 

and greatest 

challenges. 

The 

Endowment 

Foundation 

 
 

*These funds can 

also be used in 

Rabbi Leon Wind 

Religious School 

Endowment Foundation 

mailto:BSBIEndowment@myshul.org
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Thank you to those who support BSBI by remembering and honoring friends and loved ones with generous contributions. 
Donations appearing in the newsletter may not reflect all donations received prior to publication. Listings are as current as the newsletter deadline allows. 

Contributions from Thoughtful People 

ANNE & LEON KRAMER FUND 
In memory of Milton Kramer on the occasion of his yahrzeit from 
Marshall and Hannah Kramer 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
In memory of Helen Ross; in memory of Barry Baron from Rima 
Riedel 
DAVID SHERMAN FOSTER MEMORIAL FUND 
In memory of Dorothy Foster Z.L. longtime resident of this 
community, loved by everyone, from Majorca Towers 
Condominium Association 
In memory of Dorothy Foster from Martha Bough 
In memory of Dorothy Foster from Robin McNutt 
GENERAL FUND 
Get well Michelle Konigsburg; get well Russ Benblatt; get well 
Maddy Turk; get well Glenn and Tiffany Blumenstein; get well 
Diane Wasser from Liza Mandel & Jeffrey Lassow 
In honor of Rachel (Poutre) and Michael Blackmer- on their future 
together 11/14. Love you so much, from Stacey 
In memory of Barry Baron from Alan & Donna Feir 
In memory of Rhona Kristan from Alan and Marilyn C. Schwedel 
In memory of our mother, may she rest in peace, from Arlene 
Bonilla & Joel Lang 
In memory of Barry Baron from Arnold & Diane Keyser 
In memory of Barry Baron from Arnie and Sandy Dashefsky and 
UCONN Yiddish Tish  
In memory of my cousin Barry Baron from Beatrice Werden 
In memory of Steven Ross from Blanche Ross 
In memory of Barry Baron from Carl & Cruz Mandell 
In memory of Mimi Cohen from Cheryl Weisman & Michael Cohen 
In memory of Barry Baron from David & Carol Hatch 
In memory of Muriel Kravetz with sympathy for Elise Carlton; in 
memory of Barry Baron with fond memories as a lunch and learn 
partner from Ellen Frankel 
In memory of Barry Baron from Erica Harmelech 
In memory of Paula Olenberg from Herbert & Beverly Byk 
In memory of Barnet Baron from Herbert Koenig 
In memory of Barry Baron from Jeffrey & Sandi Garfield 
In memory of Barry Baron from Jerome & Nancy Lahman 
In memory of Barry Baron from Joel Davidson 
In memory of Mike Norman from Lawrence & Jane Torff 
In memory of a wonderful mensch, Dr. Barnet Baron from 
Lawrence Devore 
In memory of Barry Baron from Liza Mandel & Jeffrey Lassow 
In memory of our dear friend, Barry Baron; in memory of Muriel 
Kravetz from Michael & Madeline Turk 
In memory of Muriel Kravetz, beloved mother of Elise Carlton 
from Micki Starr 
In memory of Barry Baron, beloved husband of Joan, from Milly 
Malkin 
In memory of Barry Baron from Mimi Kalman 
In memory of Barry Baron; in memory of Ruth Jacobs from 
Monroe & Anita Rackow 
In memory of Fay Engelson from Mr. David Engelson 
In memory of Ruth Jacobs from Mrs. Audrey Davis 
In memory of Gussie Sternlieb and Murray Packer from Mrs. 
Blanche Stone 

In memory of Martin Schiener from Natalie Levine 
In memory of Barry Baron; in memory of Dinah Rimler from Norman 
& Corinne Fisher 
In memory of Dr. Barry Baron from Paul Carbonneau 
In memory of Barry Baron from Richard & Carole Guttman 
In memory of Barry Baron; in memory of Rhona Kristan from Richard 
& Elise Carlton 
In memory of our neighbor and friend, Barry Baron from Roland & 
Nancy Johndrow 
In memory of Barry Baron from Ronni Zoback 
In memory of Barry Baron, Hoping that all their wonderful memories 
will help the family through this very sad time from Sharon & 
Leonard Jacobs 
In memory of Barry Baron from Theodore & Barbara Zupnik 
In memory of Barry Baron from Thomas & Ona Mastronarde 
In memory of Dorothy Foster from Valerie DeQuattro 
In memory of Barry Baron, with our love and sympathy from William 
& Janelia Roth 
In memory of Carole Feir Littman on the occasion of her yahrzeit 
from Alan & Donna Feir 
In memory of Joseph Brandes, on the occasion of his yahrzeit, with 
fond memories from Aviva Brandes 
In memory of Stanley Rimler on the occasion of his yahrzeit from 
Barry & Merle Rimler 
In memory of Sylvia Haight on the occasion of her yahrzeit from Dr & 
Mrs. Barry Haight 
In memory of Misza Neuhaus on the occasion of her yahrzeit; in 
memory of Ester Neuhaus on the occasion of her yahrzeit from Drs. 
David & Ellen Neuhaus 
In memory of mother Vivian Meyer, on the occasion of her yahrzeit, 
in loving memory, from Harold & Judy Meyer 
In memory of husband, Arnold Bogatz, on the occasion of his yahrzeit 
from Judy Bogatz 
In memory of Pepi Scheer on the occasion of his yahrzeit from Lillian 
Scheer 
In memory of Julius Friedman on the occasion of his yahrzeit from 
Matthew & Randi Friedman 
A yahrzeit donation in memory of my father, Jack Weg, on the 
occasion of his yahrzeit from Micki Starr 
In memory of Abraham Stone on the occasion of his yahrzeit from 
Mrs. Blanche Stone 
In memory of Simon Lipton on the occasion of his yahrzeit from Ms. 
Eleanor Lipton 
In memory of Mollie Mittelman, mother of Corinne Fisher, on the 
occasion of her yahrzeit, from Norman & Corinne Fisher 
In memory of Moses Abrahams, father of Richard Abrahams, on the 
occasion of his yahrzeit from Richard & Leslie Abrahams 
In memory of Sidney Scherick, father of Ronald Scherick, on the 
occasion of his yahrzeit from Ronald & Susan Scherick 
In memory of Benjamin Cohen on the occasion of his yahrzeit from 
Rosanna Solomon 
In memory of grandmother, Anna Singer, on the occasion of her 
yahrzeit, from Sally Ivaldi 
In memory of Meyer & Pauline Kaplan on the occasion of their 
yahrzeit from Saul & Joanne Pasternack 
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In memory of Stanley Levett on the occasion of his yahrzeit from 
Stanley Israel 
In memory of Esther Horn Kaplan on the occasion of her yahrzeit 
from Stuart & Esther Horn 
GORDON BARSHAY LASSOW & JAY JOSHUA LASSOW FUND 
In memory of Laura Lassow, beloved daughter in law of Marilyn 
Lassow, wife of Michael Lassow and mother of Avital, Benjamin 
and Aaron from Jane Zimmerman 
In memory of Marilyn Fried from Marilyn Lassow 
In memory of Jack Lassow from Marilyn Lassow 
JEROME & LOUISE NATHAN FUND 
In memory of Lilyan on the occasion of her yahrzeit from Mrs. 
Louise Nathan 
In memory of Ida Coddon, mother of Louise Nathan, from Mrs. 
Louise Nathan 
JOE DAVIS FUND 
In honor of receiving the Joe Davis award from Ronald & Brina 
Abrahams 
In honor of Brina & Ron Abrahams recognition for all their services 
to BSBI, by the Joe Davis award, from Trudy Singer 
In memory of Barry Baron from Mrs. Audrey Davis 
In memory of our dear friend Barry Baron from Ronald & Brina 
Abrahams 
In memory of dear mother, Anna Garber, on the occasion of her 
yahrzeit, from Mrs. Audrey Davis 
KNIT & KVETCH 
Thank you for the beautiful afghan you made for Barry, from Mrs. 
Joan Baron 
LIBRARY FUND 
In memory of Barry Baron from David & Carol Alter 
In memory of Barry Baron, beloved husband of Joan, from Herb & 
Elinor Flink 
MAX & SALLY GLAIBER AND JOSEPH & GERTRUDE SNIDER 
FUND 
In memory of Henry Snider on the occasion of his yahrzeit from 
Mrs. Rebecca Snider Miller 
MAX ZUCKER FUND 
from Spin & Lori Zucker 
NAT H. & GERTRUDE STURM SCHWEDEL FUND 
In memory of Marilyn Schwedel, in gratitude to Alan Schwedel, 
and in honor of the long partnership and friendship between the 
Schwedel and Brooks families, from Ms. Arielle Kristan 
NICHUM AVAYLIM FUND 
In memory of Barry Baron and his generosity and hard work 
helping others from Trudy Singer 
Thank you, our family appreciated the dinner, from Mrs. Joan 
Baron 
PHAIR FAMILY FUND 
In memory of Shirley & Edward Chaet on the occasion of their 
yahrzeit from Sandi Phair 
 

RABBI LEON WIND RELIGIOUS SCHOOL-SPECIAL FUND FOR 
EDUCATION 
In memory of Laura Lassow from Ronald & Brina Abrahams 
In memory of Harry & Mollie Kovensky on the occasion of their 
yahrzeit from Neil & Florence Kovensky 
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND 
Speedy & complete recovery of Michelle Konigsburg from Michael 
& Madeline Turk 
Get Well Michelle Konigsburg from Elly and Steve Cohen 
With best wishes to Michelle Konigsburg for an easy and successful 
recovery from Gordon & Beatrice Brodie 
Get well to Maddy Turk from Ronald & Brina Abrahams 
Wishing a speedy and complete recovery to Maddy Turk from Trudy 
Singer 
In honor of Dave & Carol Hatch's grandson Simon from Ronald & 
Brina Abrahams 
In memory of Barry Baron from Anthony & Marilyn Zappola 
In memory of Barry Baron from Eveleen Zimmerman 
In memory of Barry Baron; in memory of Jerry Levine from Judy & 
Hal Levy 
In memory of Barry Baron from Nanci Fox 
In memory of Barry Baron from Richard & Amy Schiller 
In memory of Zelle Bernard Block, beloved father of Gayle Block 
from Ronald & Brina Abrahams 
In memory of Mary Whitaker from Ronald & Brina Abrahams 
In memory of Michael Norman, beloved husband of Bonnie Norman 
from Ronald & Brina Abrahams 
In memory of Rhona Kristan, beloved sister of Neil Brooks from 
Ronald & Brina Abrahams 
In memory of beloved father Marvin D Zimmerman on his 19th 
yahrzeit from Jane Zimmerman 
RUTH & RONALD JACOBS FAMILY FUND 
In memory of Ruth Jacobs from Eveleen Zimmerman 
SHABBAT LUNCHEON FUND 
In memory of Barry Baron from Ronald & Susan Scherick 
SOCIAL ACTION FUND 
For food for the hungry, clothes for the needy, etc. from Greta 
Rubinow 
In memory of Barry Baron from Alan & Lea Schmerler 
In memory of John Carlson from Arlene Carlson 
In memory of Barry Baron, beloved husband of Joan and father of 
Jeremy, Elaine and Eric from Jane Zimmerman 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND 
In memory of Rose and Maurice Pass from Anne Pass 
In memory of beloved mother, grandmother and great 
grandmother, on the occasion of her yahrzeit Lillian Rubin from 
Deborah Gordon 

Donation Submission Guidelines 
Clearly print or type the following information and enclose it when you send in your donation payment: 

Your name and address as you want it to be printed  
Which fund(s) you would like your donation applied to 
The purpose of the donation, including the full name of the person you are honoring and your relation to them (parents, siblings, etc.), if applicable  
The name and address of who you would like to receive the acknowledgement 

Please note: If you are including multiple dedications on one check, each dedication should be at least a minimum of $10, and please specify how much you 
would like to go to each fund.  
All checks should be made out to BSBI and sent to the synagogue at 400 East Middle Turnpike, Manchester, CT 06040. If you are donating to an Endowment 
fund, note the name of the fund on the memo line. Please allow some time for the donations to be processed and receipts sent out. If you have any questions 
regarding donations, please contact Judy Sawtelle at admin@myshul.org.  

mailto:admin@myshul.org
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February 2021 Calendar 

Please note that calendar times are listed as posted in the office as of the date Chai Lights goes to print.  
Any schedule changes after this time will be posted on the online calendar at myshul.org and included in 

the bi-weekly announcements.  These sources will have the most up to date information on events. 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
1  (19 Shevat) 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

7:30p Wisdom In 
Winter 

2  (20 Shevat) 

12:00p Lunch 
& Learn 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

3  (21 Shevat) 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

7:30p BSBI 
Academy: with 

Rabbi Konigsburg 

4  (22 Shevat) 

4:30p Hebrew 
school Gr 3-7 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

5  (23 Shevat) 

4:52p Candle 
Lighting 

6:00p Friday Night 
Services Zoom 

6  (24 Shevat) 

Shabbat Mevarchim 
10:00a Shabbat 

Services 
5:54p Havdalah 

5:55p Community 
Havdalah Service 

          Sunset: 5:10p Sunset: 5:12p 

7  (25 Shevat) 

9:30a World Wide 
Wrap 

9:30a Hebrew 
school K-7 

  

8  (26 Shevat) 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

7:30p Sisterhood/ 
Haddassah Book 

Club 

9  (27 Shevat) 

12:00p 
Lunch & Learn 
7:00p Mincha/

Maariv 

10  (28 Shevat) 

11:30a Staff 
Meeting 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

7:30p BSBI 
Academy: with 

Rabbi Konigsburg 

11  (29 Shevat) 

4:30p Hebrew 
school Gr 3-7 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

7:30p YIVO Virtual 
Tour 

12  (30 Shevat) 

Rosh Chodesh 
Adar 

5:01p Candle 
Lighting 

6:00p Friday Night 
Services Zoom 

13  (1 Adar) 

Rosh Chodesh Adar 
Parshat Shekalim 
10:00a Shabbat 

Services 
6:03p Havdalah 

6:05p Community 
Havdalah Service 

          Sunset: 5:19p Sunset: 5:21p 

14  (2 Adar) 

  

15 (3 Adar) 

Presidents' Day 
5:30p Finance 

Committee 
7:00p Mincha/

Maariv 

16  (4 Adar) 

12:00p Lunch 
& Learn 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

17  (5 Adar) 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

7:30p BOD Board 
Meeting 

18  (6 Adar) 

4:30p Hebrew 
school Gr 3-7 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

19  (7 Adar) 

5:10p Candle 
Lighting 

6:00p Friday Night 
Services Zoom 

20  (8 Adar) 

Parshat Zachor 
10:00a Shabbat 

Services 
6:11p Havdalah 

6:15p Community 
Havdalah Service 

          Sunset: 5:28p Sunset: 5:29p 

21  (9 Adar) 

9:30a Hebrew 
school K-7 

9:30a RLWRS 
Purim Program 
11:00a Virtual 

Walking Tour of 
Israel 

  

22 (10 Adar) 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

23  (11 Adar) 

12:00p Lunch 
& Learn 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 
7:30p 

Sisterhood 
Board Meeting 

24  (12 Adar) 

7:00p Mincha/
Maariv 

7:30p BSBI 
Academy: with 

Rabbi Konigsburg 

25  (13 Adar) 

Taanit Esther 
Erev Purim 

6:30p Purim 
Service 
7:30p 

Purim Program 

26  (14 Adar) 

Purim 
5:19p Candle 

Lighting 
6:00p Friday Night 

Services Zoom 

27  (15 Adar) 

Shushan Purim 
10:00a Shabbat 

Services 
6:20p Havdalah 

6:30p Purim 
Shenanigans 

          Sunset: 5:37p Sunset: 5:38p 

28  (16 Adar) 

9:30a Hebrew 
school K-7 

11:00a Virtual 
Walking Tour of 

Israel 
11:30a Sisterhood 
Adventure Walk 
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BSBI has been given the 
opportunity to accept 
donations of vehicles 
through a partnership 
with Vehicles For Charity 
to process donated 

vehicles.  Consider donating your unwanted 
vehicle in support of BSBI.  It is easier and 
faster than selling it on your own, and you 
may qualify for a tax deduction!  Donors say it 
is a satisfying way to make a larger donation 
than they normally could.  
Vehicles accepted by this program include: 
unwanted car, truck, boat, motorcycle, RV or 
recreational vehicles. 
For more information go to:  
https://www.vehiclesforcharity.org 

We have now made the switch to the new Siddur Lev 
Shalem! Similar to the Machzor Lev Shalem we use 
on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, Siddur Lev Shalem 
includes informational side 
notes and extra readings on 
each page to help everyone 
get more out of Shabbat te-
phillot (prayer). We are now 
offering opportunities to 
dedicate these siddurim in 
honor of people or events in 
our lives or in memory of 
loved ones. A siddur can be 
dedicated for just $50 a 
book. If you would like to see 
a copy of the new siddur, 
they are available for inspection at the synagogue.  

Beth Olam Cemetery 

The lock at Beth Olam has been replaced and now 

no key is required.  The combination is 1818.  

There is a reminder near the lock in case you have 

forgotten the combination.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Please follow the directions below to use the new 

lock: 

• The lock is located under the black weatherproof 
cover 

• Pull the lock over the black weatherproof cover 

• Turn the number to 1818-line them up with the 
red line 

• Lock will pull apart 

• When done, reattach the cable to lock it 

• Turn at least one number to secure lock 

• Replace the lock under the black weatherproof 
cover 

Don’t Forget to Check Out MyShul.org! 

Our website has all the latest information on upcoming 
events, class and event registration, secure online 

donations, and shopping opportunities that support BSBI!  
If you would like to send in any pictures, videos, or 

upcoming event information,  
please email programming@myshul.org. 

Support BSBI with AmazonSmile! 

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support BSBI every time you shop, at no 

cost to you. When you shop 
at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same 
low prices, vast selection and convenient shop-

ping experience as at Amazon.com, with the add-
ed bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of 
the purchase price. For detailed instructions for 

how to sign up, visit our website at: 
www.myshul.org. 

mailto:programming@myshul.org
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.myshul.org
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See Your Ad Here and Support BSBI! 
 

For more information, contact Tova Haley at programming@myshul.org 

or call 860-643-9563 x100 

mailto:programming@myshul.org
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Beth Sholom B’nai Israel 
400 Middle Turnpike East 
Manchester, CT 06040 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

Time Sensitive Material 

Please Do Not Delay 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MARCH CHAI LIGHTS  DEADLINE IS  FEBRUARY 10TH
 

PLEASE SEND ALL ARTICLES TO PROGRAMMING@MYSHUL.ORG  

  

Friday, March 5th 

6:00 PM 

 

Participate in this annual Shabbat service 
virtually followed by dinner (optionally 

catered by The Crown) with 
your BSBI friends and family. 

 
*Shabbat Across America is hosted 

annually by shuls and Jewish organizations 
across the United States and Canada. 

 
 

More information including meal options and registration information 
can be found on flyer insert 



Travel to Israel may be on our hearts and minds, but sadly, in the world's current 
climate, our visits are regulated to spirit, not in body. Join us for four sessions, 
where we will virtually travel together to the Jewish State. Each of our sessions will 
uncover a different layer of Israeli society, history, past and present. Keep your eyes 
open, because we may even meet some Israelis on the ground. Travel with us and 
add to what you already know about the State of Israel, deepen your historic 
knowledge of the Land of Israel and strengthen your connection to the Jewish State.  

Who were they, what did they believe, where did they go , and what was the link that connected it all. This 
day will take us on a journey from the ancient port of Jaffa, to the earliest settlements of the First Aliya 

Moshavot and the alley ways of the first Jewish suburb  

In the footsteps of hikers, fighters, farmers and a 5th century frontier. While the Jilaboon is just one 
example of a river and waterfall on the Golan, it is perhaps THE example of the abundance of water and 

nature that beckons the hiker. Our visit this day will also include conversation with a local farmer and the 
tasting of chocolate.  

The footsteps they took, and the stones that fell. Divided we fall, which means once we stood. Who where 
we 2000 years ago, what did we believe, where did we live, why did it end- and why wasn't that the end?  

This will be a virtual tour that you will not forget. Israel should always be about experiencing new places, 
seen for the first time, and visiting old ones- seeing them anew.  

 

 

 

 

 

$40 per household for the entire series 
Register online at myshul.org 

Uri’s biography and complete descriptions of each tour can be found on myshul.org 

https://www.myshul.org/event/virtual-walking-tour-of-israel.html
https://www.myshul.org/event/virtual-walking-tour-of-israel.html

