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Wisdom in the Winter
Puzzles and Paradoxes, Reason and Faith
January 22, 2018
This lecture will provide a historical overview of
the sometimes fraught, sometimes productive
relationship between philosophy and religious
belief, drawing on Jewish sources as well as those
of the other major monotheistic religions.

Maimonides: Religious Philosopher or
Philosopher of Religion?
January 29, 2018
Maimonides is the rare example of a figure whose
religious work inspired as much veneration as his
philosophical work inspired condemnation. This
lecture will provide an overview of Maimonides’s
philosophical system, with a look at the
controversies his work engendered.

Join us for a three-part lecture
series with Professor Andrew
Pessin, Professor of Philosophy at
Connecticut College. Join us at 7:00
pm for our Ma’ariv Service, then
stay for the lecture at 7:30pm.

The Idea(s) of Zionism
February 5, 2018
Zionism was not one idea but many, and they
didn’t always get along so well. In this lecture, we
will look at the history of Zionist ideas, with
emphasis on the process whereby staunch religious
resistance to Zionism eventually became staunch
religious support of Zionism (with important
exceptions).

For more information and to
register, see the enclosed flier.
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Services
Monday through Thursday: 7:00 PM
Friday: 6:30 PM
Saturday: 10:00 AM
All service times are as listed above unless otherwise
noted in the calendar. The entire community is welcome
to attend any of our services. Our Saturday morning
service is followed by a community Kiddush. This would
be an excellent opportunity to meet our congregation
and clergy.
You may contact us via e-mail at:
Rabbi Konigsburg: rabbenu@myshul.org
Cantor Bolts: cantor@myshul.org
Judy Sawtelle: admin@myshul.org
Jeanne Lowrey: programming@myshul.org

These are just some of the highlights! For full service and program
schedules, see calendar on page 17.
Monday, January 1st
BSBI Office Closed
No Ma’ariv Service
Tuesday, January 2nd
12:00 pm: Lunch & Learn
6:00 pm: Nusach Workshop
7:30 pm: BSBI Academy – If Not
Now, When? See page 6.
Saturday, January 6th
10:00 am: Shabbat Services
followed by a Kiddush Luncheon
10:00 am: Learner’s Minyan
Sunday, January 7th
9:00 am: Morning Minyan
9:30am: Brotherhood Breakfast
Meeting & Speaker Jay Bigman
Tuesday, January 9th
12:00 pm: Lunch & Learn
1:30 pm: Knit & Kvetch
See page 4
6:00 pm: Nusach Workshop
7:30 pm: BSBI Academy – If Not
Now, When?

Saturday, January 20th
10:00 am: Sisterhood Shabbat
followed by a Kiddush Luncheon
Sunday, January 21st
9:00 am – 1:00 pm: Brotherhood
Clothing & Tchotchke Drive
Monday, January 22nd
9:00 am – 1:00 pm: Brotherhood
Clothing & Tchotchke Drive
7:30 pm: Wisdom in the Winter
Lecture Series
See flier.
Tuesday, January 23rd
12:00 pm: Lunch & Learn
Saturday, January 27th
10:00 am: Shabbat Services
10:00 am: Life, the Universe, and
Judaism
Sunday, January 28th
9:30 am: Sisterhood Adventure
Walk
See page 4

Saturday, January 13th
10:00 am: Shabbat Services
10:00 am: Shirat HaLev

Monday, January 29th
7:30 pm: Wisdom in the Winter
Lecture Series

Monday, January 15th
7:30 pm: Sisterhood/Hadassah
Book Club, See page 4

Tuesday, January 30th
12:00 pm: Lunch & Learn
6:00 pm: Nusach Workshop
7:30 pm: BSBI Academy – Why
You Can’t Pray and What You Can
Do About it

Tuesday, January 16th
12:00 pm: Lunch & Learn
6:00 pm: Nusach Workshop
7:30 pm: BSBI Academy – If Not
Now, When?
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Call the Rabbi!
Rabbi Konigsburg visits the local
hospitals on a regular basis. An
important part of his duties is to
bring comfort and healing to
those who are sick. Due to
privacy laws, the hospitals can’t
tell him if one of our members
has been admitted. He could be
just down the hall, but if he
doesn’t know someone is there,
he will not know to make a visit.
Please call the Rabbi if you or
someone you know is in the
hospital so a timely visit can be
made.
860-643-9563
2

Condolences to:
David Abrams and his entire
family on the death of his father
and our member, Arthur
Abramson.
Cantor Anita Schubert and her
entire family on the death of her
father, Joseph Schubert.
Sharon Woodley and her entire
family on the death of her father,
George Woodley

Faithcraft

Notes from the Cantor

The late Rabbi Izzy Stern of Bridgeport was one of my
mentors. He once sent out a Jewish IQ test to his congregation.
It was a cute test. He paired up questions from secular life with
questions from Jewish life. For example: 1. What are the
names of the seven dwarfs? What are the names of the twelve
tribes? 2. What is the name of the President of the United
States? What is the name of the President of Israel? (hint, it is
NOT Bibi; he is the Prime Minister). 3. What country does
Queen Elizabeth rule over? What country did Queen Esther rule over? 4. Who
is Shakespeare? Who is Saadya Gaon? 5. Who wrote A Tale of Two Cities?
Who wrote A Guide for the Perplexed?
You get the idea. There is so much we take for granted in our secular culture,
but we know very little about our Jewish culture. Somehow, we have come to
believe that much of our Jewish culture is not very important. We all know who
wrote “The Star-Spangled Banner,” but we have no idea who wrote “Hatikvah,”
and that does not bother us.
I read an article by Seth Chalmer, a writer in New York. He wrote recently in
the Times of Israel, “American Jewry’s cultural weakness has symptoms that
are linguistic, artistic, and religious. And due to low Jewish Literacy, (both
linguistic and conceptual), many of the best Jewish artists are uninterested in
Jewish themes.” He goes on to say: “Religiously, American Jews likewise
mirror musicians; a lot of us get a little exposure as kids, but the mid-level
hobbyists tend to drop out in adulthood, leaving a mass of non-contributors and
a small, super-engaged core … Like Julliard-trained pianists, Haredim dedicate
themselves to the practice and performance of their art (religion) day and night
while the non-Orthodox are less and less likely to make religion any part of
their lives.”
Continued on page 9

Words from the President
Consider this parable with commentary by Yossi Winner:
During Napoleon’s invasion of Russia, a group of his highly
trained soldiers got stuck in a snowstorm and had to spend the
night in the home of a pious Jew. Although Napoleon’s cavalry
was the best of their kind, the heavy winter snow would not
allow them to journey on any further.
As they were getting accustomed to their new surroundings, one of the soldiers
gazed out the window and saw an extraordinary sight. An old man was sitting in
a carriage being led by two very old horses. They were trekking through the
evening snowstorm with ease. Puzzled, a soldier turned to his new host and
asked: “How is it possible that our highly trained horses could not make it
through the snowstorm, while these two very old horses seem to be moving
along without a problem?”
The host took a look outside and smiled as he recognized his neighbor enjoying
his evening ride.
“You see,” said the man, “I know this man for many years. He has owned these
horses since they were born. They both grew up on the same farm and have
always been inseparable. What is unique about them is that they feel each
other’s pain. When the man whips one horse, the other horse feels the pain of
his friend and therefore pushes harder as well. It’s the effort of both horses
working in tandem that allows them to weather any storm.”
Continued on page 5
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At the very end of the
month of January, we
will celebrate the
holiday of Tu Bishvat,
the New Year for
trees.
While
Tu
Bishvat
originally
served a very practical agricultural
purpose, in the past few decades it has
become a sort of Jewish Earth Day. It
is a time to begin planting our seeds
for the new growing season. And as
we do so, we can consider the larger
ways in which we are planting seeds
for the future: what we are already
doing to take care of our planet, and
how we can do better.
This task feels especially urgent in our
time, as we are starting to get a
preview of what the effects of global
climate change will look like. In the
past few months we have seen
catastrophic wildfires in the western
US and Canada; and we’ve seen
strong hurricanes like the ones that
devastated southern Texas, the
Leeward Islands, western Florida, and
Puerto Rico. Scientific evidence has
not yet conclusively linked these
specific storms and fires with climate
change – but we do know that as
climate change progresses, events like
these will become more frequent and
serious. In these storms and fires is a
glimpse of our potential future.
What can we do to mitigate that
future? Of course we can attempt to
make our own homes and institutions
more sustainable. We can recycle,
purchase clean energy, install solar
panels on our homes, take steps to
reduce our carbon footprints. But the
truth is that this problem is bigger than
any one of us, and fixing it will take
not just individual action, but
collective action. To this end, the
Conservative movement has passed a
number of resolutions over the years
calling on our governments to reduce
dependence on fossil fuels, invest in
clean
energy,
and
strengthen
emissions standards.
Continued on page 5

Sisterhood Speaks
Mimi Kalman, Editor
Best wishes for a happy, healthy New
Year to all of you and your families
from the BSBI Sisterhood Board.
Knit & Kvetch
It's hard to believe, but we are starting
our thirteenth year!!! Our next meeting
is Tuesday, January 9th at 1:30 pm in
the Temple Library. We'd love to have
some new participants.
After doing our distribution we have
decided to concentrate on Afghans, hats
and mittens. At this time we are going
to hold off making scarves. All the
people who have received donations
appreciate everyone's hard work.
PLEASE NOTE: If you are making
an afghan for us please make it at
least 36 x 48 inches. If you feel that is
too much for you, then consider
making squares 6 x6 inches. You can
bring them to BSBI, mark the bags
for Knit & Kvetch and we will pick
them up. When we have enough of
them, we will put them together into
a larger afghan.
Also, please do not store your knitted
items in your basement. It is hard to
donate those items when they have a
musty odor.
Any questions, e-mail
IRANNEFINK@AOL.COM
860-649-6551.

me at
or call

Anne Fink
Hadassah/Sisterhood Book Club
The Hadassah/Sisterhood book club
will meet in the Silverstein Center
on Monday, January 15, 2018 (NOTE
change of date) at 7:30. The book
under discussion will be Disobedience
by Naomi Alderman. We have asked
the library to obtain the book and
multiple copies are available at Mary
Cheney Library in the reference
room. Please plan to join us for a
discussion of this book and to help
choose books for future discussions.
Disobedience starts with the death of
the esteemed leader of a small, closeknit Orthodox Jewish community in
London. This sets in motion plans for a
memorial service and the search for a
replacement. The Rabbi’s nephew and
likely successor, David, calls the

What’s Ahead for Sisterhood?
Tuesday, January 9th, 1:30 pm: Knit and Kvetch
Monday, January 15th, 7:30 pm: Hadassah/Sisterhood Book
Club (NOTE change of date)
Saturday, January 20th, 10:00 am: Sisterhood Shabbat
Tuesday, January 23th, 7:30 pm: Sisterhood Board Meeting
Sunday, January 28th, 9:30 - 11:30 am: “Adventure” Walk
Saturday, February 10: Film Night, “The Women’s Balcony”
Rabbi’s daughter, Ronit, to tell her of
her father’s death. Ronit left the
community a long time ago to build a
life for herself as a career woman in
New York. Her return exposes tears in
the fabric of the community.
Our book club will meet on the
second Monday of every other month,
future dates March 12th and May 7th.
Happy reading!
Myrna Spector and Maxine Lerman,
Co-Chairs
Sisterhood Shabbat
January 20, 2018
Join us for Shabbat Services
on January 20, 2018 at 10:00 am as we
celebrate Sisterhood Shabbat and all
we do for BSBI.
Our members will be conducting the
service, and our own resident
playwright and director, Rima Riedel,
will be presenting a playlet based on
the parsha of the week, “Bo.”
Additionally, we will be welcoming
our new members.
Sisterhood serves the wine and
Kiddushim after services, gives
scholarships to our children, helps
support physical improvements to our
synagogue, and many other functions
“behind the scenes.” And we
support Torah Fund, which supports
the students at the Jewish Theological
Seminary.
So join us for the service, and then
stay for Kiddush and lunch.
Are You Saving Those Soda Can
Tabs?
We hope that you are. Sisterhood and
BSBI USYers are collecting them for
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Ronald
McDonald
House
fundraising. You can bring all that you
have saved in sandwich bags to any of
our meetings or you can put them in
the box on the bookcase in the BSBI
lobby. Please note: tabs ONLY, no
bottle caps.
The tabs are delivered to the Ronald
McDonald House in Springfield
MA. The aluminum tabs are sold, and
the money received is used to buy
items for the House, which provides
free overnight stays for families of sick
children.
Come Walk With Us, Again and
Again!

Pictured on our last walk, November
26th, when we walked around the
Porter Reservoir and had a very
invigorating walk that was enjoyed by
all! Even Kennedy! Our walkers are
Marilyn Lassow, Diane Wasser, Judy
Meyer, Brenda Lerner and Sarah
Poutre. In the stroller is Ann Labb’s
adorable 4 year old granddaughter,
Kennedy. Grandma is behind the
camera.
Meet us in the BSBI parking lot
on January 28th at 9:30 am, and we’ll
decide where to go.
Ann Labb and Margie Partney, CoChairs
Continued on page 5

Torah Fund Cards
Judy Meyer; get well to Renee Glazier and
condolences to Sarah Gillman on the passing of her
husband, Rabbi Neil Gillman.
Judy and Harold Meyer; condolences to Cantor
Anita Schubert and Reuven Perry on the passing of
Anita's father, Joseph Schubert, get well to Marilyn
Weil, get well to Paula Finkelstein, get well to Sally
Ivaldi, condolences to Sharon Woodley on the
passing of her father, George.
Lynn and Jack Cohen; condolences to Cantor Anita
Schubert and Reuven Perry on the passing of
Anita's father, Joseph Schubert.
To order cards for all occasions contact our Torah
Fund Chairperson Lynn Cohen at 860-298-0457 or
lynnbcohen@att.net.
Share an Oneg
The Kiddush Luncheon and pulpit flowers on
Shabbat, December 9th, were sponsored by the
congregation in honor of Saundra Roethel and her
25 years of service to BSBI.
The Kiddush Luncheon and pulpit flowers on
Shabbat, January 20th, will be sponsored by
Sisterhood in honor of Sisterhood Shabbat.
Want to enhance our service or Kiddush? Call
either Stacey or Mimi (please note our new
addresses), and we will be happy to help.
Stacey Poutre
Kiddush Chairperson
(Desserts only)
860-645-1575
spoutre1@gmail.com

Mimi Kalman
Pulpit Flowers Chairperson
860-649-3890
mimrk524@gmail.com

Brotherhood Corner
Carl Mandell, Brotherhood President
The BSBI Brotherhood wishes everyone a happy and healthy New
Year. Our first Breakfast Meeting of the year is scheduled for
January 7th. As always, join us at 9:00 am for services, 9:30 am for
the breakfast and meeting, and 10:30 am to hear our own Jay
Bigman, who will be speaking on investing in Israel.
In November, our Kabbalat Shabbat was well-attended and was a
wonderful success. MACC Charities catered the event (kosher of
course), and feedback on the food was excellent. Our December
speaker, Shawn Perry, spent five seasons as Ticket Account
Executive with the Hartford Yard Goats (formerly the New Britain
Rock Cats). He spoke to our group about baseball and gave a plug
for their “Faith & Family” nights. We also had the pleasure of
lighting the Hanukkiyah with other groups from the synagogue.
The weekend of February 3rd and 4th will be very special for our
Brotherhood. February 3rd will be Brotherhood Shabbat, and on
February 4th, Brotherhood will be in charge of the World Wide
Wrap. We encourage everyone to join us. We will have extra tefillin
for those who want to wear them or learn how to put on their tefillin.
Following the World Wide Wrap, we will have our Breakfast
Meeting, and our speaker will be a representative from JNF (Jewish
National Fund). On February 18th, the Brotherhood in Action
committee will hold its annual breakfast. Funds support families
with children who have acute medical needs. Your support is
appreciated.
In the near future you will receive information on our Annual
Yellow Candle Program. We thank all of you who have graciously
donated in the past, and we hope to have a wonderful response again
this year.

President’s Message cont’d

Notes from the Cantor, cont’d

The Torah tells us that it was during the difficult exile in Egypt that G ‑d saw the
unity that the Jewish people displayed. When one slave finished his daily
backbreaking quota, he would help his neighbor complete his workload. The unity
inspired G‑d to deliver them from the mighty Egyptian empire.

It has also called on member congregations to
participate in these efforts to increase
sustainability. This is an important social
justice issue for us to pursue, possibly the most
important one of our time.

It never ceases to amaze me that whenever there is a disaster or other major event,
complete strangers will drop everything and pitch in to help. It is unfortunate that
this mainly happens during a crisis. There are many cases of people doing good
deeds individually, but in today’s society that is not enough. Here at BSBI, we
have a very active Social Action committee whose primary function is providing
for the needy. We bring in food for donations to the local food pantries, grow
produce during the summer, collect books to promote literacy, as well as
providing hats and scarfs among other events all year long. This story is about
working together. Isn’t that what we should all be doing every day?
By now, the holidays are well behind us, but there is one event I need to
acknowledge. We celebrated the retirement of our office manager of 25 years,
Saundie Roethel. It was a grand tribute to Saundie that nearly 200 of her
congregation family joined together to wish her well. Thank you to Joya Libow
and Debbie Benblatt for chairing this event. And a fond wish for Saundie to enjoy
her retirement and the many new opportunities that lie ahead. As we enter a new
year, I wish each and every one of you and your families a year of peace, good
health and happiness throughout the year ahead.
Best Wishes,

The Biblical creation story states that God
placed the human being in the Garden of Eden
“to till it and to tend it” (Genesis 2:15). A
midrash in Ecclesiastes Rabbah adds: “At the
time when God created Adam, God took him
around the trees of the Garden of Eden, and
said to him, ‘See My works! How beautiful and
praiseworthy they are. Everything that I have
created, I created for you. Take care not to
damage and destroy My world, for if you
damage it, there is no one to repair it after
you.’”
We are the caretakers of this planet, placed here
by God for this purpose. It is our task, our
sacred duty, to prevent further damage to this
world. There is no one after us to repair it.

Cantor Sarah Bolts

Ron Abrahams, President
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BSBI Community
Social Action Update

Letter to BSBI Congregation!
Hi,
I want to take this opportunity to thank all
of you folks who contributed so much to
my recovery from my fall at the Casino.
Too much winnings made me lopsided and
off balance – ha ha! All the cards, phone
calls, visits, flowers, afghan, and delicious
food added tremendously to my stay in
rehab. There are truly no words to
adequately express my thanks. It has been
a long haul but I expect to be back in my
seat at BSBI really soon. Words of advice
– Watch your step and don't fall!!!

Social Action delivered nearly 100 hats to those in need at
MACC. Hat donations were given by Home Depot and
Walmart. All of the rest were made by Knit and Kvetch,
which were absolutely beautiful. The Hebrew school
children attached heartfelt cards to each hat.
As a reminder, we are continuing to collect toiletries for
the refugees from Puerto Rico, as well as books for the
Federation’s book. See the boxes in the BSBI lobby.

SHALOM!
Sissy Seader

Jen Bundy & Merle Cohen, Social Action Co-Chairs

Thank You BSBI Teens!

Sign up for BSBI Continuing Education!
Our Continuing Education classes continue
until the spring! We have an excellent line up
available on a wide range of topics at various
times throughout the week. Plus, this month we
have our annual lecture series (see the enclosed
flier for more details). For more information on
all of our courses, or to register, visit:

Our BSBI teens have been busy helping others! Many
thanks to Jordana Benblatt, Evan Carlson, and Daniel
Norman for helping to shop for a family in need. Jordana
Benblatt and Evan Carlson also assisted in packing
backpacks to be distributed to the homeless for the Becca's
Backpacks project.

https://www.myshul.org/education/continuing-education/.

Saundra Roethel would like to
extend a sincere thank you to all
who braved the stormy weather and
attended the very special service and
luncheon held for her and to all the
generous people who made
donations in honor of her retirement
and her many years of service to
Beth Sholom B’nai Israel.

January Courses
Workshops in Synagogue Music – Nusach:
Chanting Liturgy:
January 2, 9, 16, 30, 2018
Lunch & Learn:
Noon – 1:30 pm, January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, 2018
BSBI Academy – If Not Now, When?:
7:30 – 8:30 pm January 2, 9, 16. 2018
A guide to bringing Jewish values and practices into
your life.

Don’t Forget to Check Out MyShul.org!
Our website has all the latest information on upcoming events, class and event registration, secure
online donations, and shopping opportunities that support BSBI! If you would like to send in any
pictures, videos, or upcoming event information, please email programming@myshul.org.
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Like BSBI on
Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/myshul/

Scholarship Opportunities for BSBI Youth
Beth Sholom B’nai Israel is
fortunate to have a number of
scholarships to support a broad
range of activities that enhance
and support Jewish activities of
young people in our synagogue.
These scholarships provide our
youngsters with opportunities
for exciting summer programs
in a Jewish setting.

Library Corner
Dave Alter, Librarian
In addition to the adult library, we have an
extensive collection of Jewish themed books for
children. The Children’s Library is located in the
Silverstein Center. The books range from board
books for toddlers through novels for middle
school students. The collection is divided by
subject, so it’s easy to find something for holidays,
life cycle events, moral issues such as kindness or
charity, or just stories with a Jewish flavor.

We offer need-based scholarships to applicants who might
otherwise be unable to participate in these experiences. In addition,
we offer incentive scholarships to encourage all of our young people
to participate in such programs. We encourage everyone who might
be interested to apply, especially those who have not previously
received such support.
Our scholarships provide funding for a number of programs within
the Conservative movement that offer invaluable experiences in
Jewish living and education. These programs include Camp Ramah,
other Jewish overnight camps, USY Summer Programs, summer
courses at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America, and the
USY Year Course in Israel.
We can also support programs outside the Conservative movement
that have a daily prayer component, provide Jewish education, are
governed by the laws of Shabbat and kashrut, and meet the other
guidelines set by the synagogue’s Scholarship Committee. These
programs must offer living experiences away from home; day camp
programs, for example, do not currently qualify for support. The
Scholarship Committee also selects the recipients of the Cantor
Israel and Irene Tabatsky Scholarship, which provides two meritbased annual awards to college undergraduates who are furthering
their Jewish education. We also partner with the Federationsponsored Hartford Passport to Israel Program.
Any temple member in good standing may apply for scholarship
funding, but all applications must be received no later than Friday,
January 26th. The Scholarship Committee meets once a year in
April to review all applications, and late applications cannot be
considered. You can get a scholarship application from the
synagogue office. You can also download an application form from
the
synagogue’s
web
site
at
this
link:
http://www.myshul.org/resources/forms/.
Finally, I’d like to call to your attention the Jewish Federation
program called “One Happy Camper,” which awards grants (up to
$1,000) for first-time campers entering grades 1-12 (after camp),
who attend a non-profit Jewish overnight summer camp for at least
19 consecutive days. You can find a list of the eligible camps and
additional information at the following web site –
http://www.jewishcamp.org/one-happy-camper.
Sincerely,
Aaron S. Bayer, Scholarship Chair,
asbbayer@gmail.com, 860-716-5336

You can search the library computer or go on our
website
at
https://www.myshul.org/education/library/. Here
you can view a pdf document listing the contents
of our collection, searchable from home (press
“ctrl” and “f” keys on your keyboard, then type in
the box that appears on the screen) by subject as
well as author and title. As in the adult library,
each book has a card that must be filled out and
placed in the small card box. Returned books can
be left in the cabinet in the adult library.
Another alternative is PJ Library. PJ Library, a
program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, is
made possible through partnerships with
philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. PJ
Library sends free Jewish children's books to
families across the world every month. Families
with kids ages 6 months through 8 years old are
welcome to sign up. PJ Library welcomes all
Jewish families, whatever your background,
knowledge, or family make-up or observance may
be.
PJ Library is made possible by the generosity of
the Zachs Family Fund through the Jewish
Community Foundation of Greater Hartford, The
Mandell Jewish Community Center, The Lions of
Judah and the Jewish Federation of Greater
Hartford.
In addition to receiving books every month, you'll
be invited to a variety of programs throughout the
year where you can meet other families with young
children.
PJ Library is just one thing the Jewish Community
of Greater Hartford area does to welcome and
engage young Jewish Families. Come check out
the Family Room Parenting Center, located in the
Mandell JCC, for instance. It's a gathering place for
young families with young children, with Mommy
and Me classes, holiday workshops and PJ Library
story times.
Check out PJ Library for yourself. Any questions
about PJ Library, check out the FAQ page. The
website for PJ Library is PJlibary.org.
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RLWRS Update from Cantor Bolts
We had a great time celebrating Hanukkah together at RLWRS! On Thursday night of Hanukkah, students, parents, and
teachers gathered together to light our shul menorah and sing some songs together. On Sunday, we had a Hanukkah party at
which students played games, made crafts, and shared some Hanukkah treats. Our Hanukkah celebration was sponsored by
the Nate N. and Gertrude Sturm Schwedel Fund.
Earlier this season, our students had the chance to help out with a big mitzvah. The Social Action Committee brought in
winter hats that were donated or made by our shul knitting group, Knit and Kvetch, and students wrote nice notes to attach
to them. The hats will be donated to MACC for distribution to homeless people.
In their regular lessons, our kindergarten class learned about the Hanukkah story. They also learned a few new Hebrew
letters, and are learning to recite the Shema and to count in Hebrew.
2nd and 4th grades also spent some time learning about the Hanukkah story. They also reviewed their early Bible stories, and
are now beginning to learn the story of Abraham and Sarah.
6th and 7th grades have begun a Jewish history unit and have so far studied the Babylonian exile, second-temple Judaism,
and the Mishnaic and Talmudic periods. They have also discussed sibling rivalry in the stories of Jacob and Joseph as part
of their study of the weekly parashah. In addition, 6th grade finished up their overview of the Prophets and prepared to
begin the research portion of their Prophets class. 7th grade discussed some biblical and rabbinic texts related to Simchat
Torah and Hanukkah.
Last but certainly not least, I am delighted to announce a new addition to our faculty this month! Jacob Beilenson will be
taking over the kindergarten class for the rest of the year, and we are delighted to have him as part of our team.

Meet our New Teacher
Jacob Beilenson
Kindergarten
Jacob is a junior American Studies
major at Wesleyan University. He
grew up in a Reform synagogue in
King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, and
is currently a member of the multidenominational Jewish community
at Wesleyan. He plans on pursuing
a career in Jewish Education. His
specific interests include History,
Music, and Critical Pedagogy.

School Snow Reminder:
Generally speaking, when Manchester schools
cancel for snow, so will RLWRS. However,
because we have very limited school days to
accomplish many educational goals, this rule
will not always apply.
Information on RLWRS school cancelations
will be available by:
1. Our website www.myshul.org -- religious
school (Sunday and Thursday)
2. An e-mail will be sent out to families
3. Television WFSB – Channel 3. Name of
the school will appear as BSBI Religious
School
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Shabbat Learning Programs
Learner's Minyan
January 6th, 10:00-11:00 AM
Led by Michelle Konigsburg

Learn the structure and choreography
of the Saturday service in a relaxed
setting. Bring your questions.

Shirat HaLev
January 13th, 10:00-11:00 AM
Led by Cantor Bolts

Awaken your soul with a musical,
contemplative interpretation of the
Shabbat morning service.

Life, the Universe, and Judaism
January 27th, 10:00-11:00 AM
Led by Michael Chernicoff
Come learn what
science has to say
about our universe and
life as we know it, then
discuss Judaism’s
views on the same
subjects.
Suggestions for upcoming topics are
welcome.

Faithcraft, continued
Does it really matter if we know the names them). The next generation is about Rap
of the twelve tribes? Will anyone care if music and Slam poetry, but Jews don’t
we know the name of the President of know enough about their culture to have
Israel? Will our lives be different if we enough rhyming words filled with subtle
know that Esther was a queen in Persia or meaning.
that Saadya is the name of a major Jewish
So, make this the year that we get culture.
scholar and philosopher? We just ended
Read a book about Jewish life. Not just a
the Christmas season with its collections of
book by a Jewish author, but one that
classical Christmas music. Sure, some of
speaks to our culture. Go to art shows and
the songs are sappy, but many (including
look for the artist that paints a real Jewish
some that were written by Jews) speak to
moment, not just a stereotype of Judaism.
the meaning of this Christian holiday. Can
Study our culture and history to train our
we say the same thing about any song
eyes to see the Jewish meaning of a
written about Hanukah, or for that matter,
painting or a poem. Let us seek to
about any other Jewish holiday? The songs
understand who we are and where we
we know are all silly children’s songs or
come from. It is a rich heritage that
cute, sappy songs (Peter Yarrow’s “Light
features an amazing collection of writers,
One Candle” may be an exception, but can
painters, philosophers and poets. Talk to
anyone you know sing all the words?).
me, and I will try and direct you to some
Hanukah is about religious freedom. The
beautiful and profound experiences in
songs of Hanukah are either about eating
living a Jewish life. Without the beauty of
latkes or playing dreidel. And don’t get me
our culture, our interest in who we are will
started on Adam Sandler!
wither and fade.
Jewish illustration has to have someone in
Last question: What holiday is Jan 1? What
a black hat, a beard and coat, after all that
Jewish holiday is Shevat 15?
is what all Jews wear. Try and find a book
that has pictures of a woman Rabbi or
Cantor (they exist, you just must look for
Rabbi Randall Konigsburg

Sisterhood Gift Shop: Your Source for All Your Smachot
We’re starting the New Year with a seasonal clearance, and we also have lots of new items
for your shopping pleasure. There is something for everyone from mom and dad, grandma
and grandpa to kids and grandkids. And don't forget to check out our wonderful wedding,
birthday and b’nai mitzvah gifts!
Remember this is your gift shop, and all the proceeds go toward the many programs
sponsored by our BSBI Sisterhood.Still looking for several willing individuals to help us
keep our gift shop going and viable! For more information or to make an appointment, please
contact Rima and Sally at:
Rima: rimarainbow@cox.net, 860-649-8507
Sally: Pinehurst16@cox.net, 860-647-8186
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This Month in Jewish
History:
14 Tevet – 15 Shevat
By Rabbi Konigsburg
This month’s yahrzeits
include: 18 Tevet – Abraham
Joshua Heschel; 27 Tevet –
Robert Gordis; 15 Tevet –
Rabbi Marshal Meyer; 24
Tevet – Rabbi Isaac Klein; 12
Shevat – Chief Rabbi of
Great Britain, Rabbi Joseph
Hertz.
26 Tevet: Maryland passes
its “Jew Bill” allowing Jews
in the state to run for public
office in 1826. This Catholic
colony did not permit Jews to
vote until 1776.
29 Tevet: The Dutch colony
of Recife, Brazil falls to the
Portuguese in 1654. Jewish
refugees from this battle
make their way to New
Amsterdam to live under
Dutch rule. They are the first
Jews to settle in what will
become the United States.
2 Shevat: Date of the
“Wannsee Conference” in
Nazi Germany that outlines
the methods to be used in the
extermination of the Jews in
1942
15 Shevat: The custom of
planting trees on Tu Bishvat
is initiated by the children of
Jerusalem in 1910.

2nd Annual BSBI Jazz Festival Recap
Dear Members:
The 2nd Annual BSBI Jazz Festival was
a tremendous success in every respect!
The music was outstanding! The
audience was very enthusiastic as
evidenced by loud applause, hootin’ and
‘hollerin’ and frequent standing ovations
which occurred throughout the weekend.
The addition to the mix with a raffle and
silent auction was well received and
many attendees walked away with very
nice prizes and gift certificates.
Photo credit: Maxine Lerman
We are already ramping up planning for
2018! Mark your calendars and save the dates of December 1 & 2 for another great weekend of music at Cheney
Hall! With that in mind, the fundraising committee would like to hear from you with any comments regarding this
year’s festival as well as any thoughts and /or suggestions regarding the festival of 2018. We are also exploring the
possibility of identifying a few corporate sponsors. If successful, his would open the door to attracting even more
sophisticated and renowned musicians to our stage.

I want take this opportunity to thank all who volunteered to be on the fund raising committee this past year: Ron
Abrahams, Mike and Maddy Turk, Debbie Cinquemani, Bea Brody, Rabbi Konigsburg, Dawn Steigelfest, Tanya
Macher and Sissy Seader. Special thanks to Jeanne Lowery for all her help with editing my articles, keeping tabs
on the ads that were subscribed to by businesses and individuals and so much more. Kudos to Pat Case, our
graphic designer. Her creative designs of our flyers, posters and playbill were top notch! And last but not least
to Phil Margolis and Hayley Morris for their tremendous help with publicity.
In addition, I want to recognize and thank the following for volunteering over the weekend: Sandi Phair, Jack
and Dawn Steigelfest, Debbie Cinquemani, Steve and Ellie Cohen, Steve Wollins, Arnie and Diane Keyser, Paul
Rubin, Becky Murray and Stuart, Carl and Cruz Mandel as well as our team of comedic emcees, Ron Abrahams
and Russ Benblatt.
Finally, I want to thank Alex Nakhimovsky, Artistic Director, for all he did logistically regarding the lineup of
outstanding musicians, promotions with the local radio personalities and so much more. I am looking forward to
our continued alliance with Alex and an even more successful Jazz and Music Festival in 2018!
Yours truly,
Ken Wichman, Fund Raising VP & Festival Chair
BSBI Chesed: Kindness and Caring is asking you to let
us know who might benefit from a card, a call, or a visit.
Help us extend the friendliness and warmth the
congregation wishes to provide to all its members. We
can be reached by phone or email:
Cards: Marilyn Lassow
860-646-2291, marilynlassow@gmail.com
Phone calls: Elaine Kahaner
860-983-3929, elainecrasnick@gmail.com

Important: Update Your Contact Information!
Have a child who has gone off to college and would like
to keep up to date with life at BSBI?
Planning on moving or getting a new e-mail address?
Want to be added to our e-mail list to get our bi-weekly
announcements, sad news notifications and other
important information related to the congregation?
Think you signed up to get e-mails but haven’t received
any lately?
Have a new cell number or gave up your landline?
Please notify Jeanne Lowrey directly regarding ANY changes
or issues by calling 860-643-9563 ext. 103 or by sending an
e-mail to programming@myshul.org.

Visits: Debbie Cinquemani
860-645-6146, djcinq2000@yahoo.com

REMEMBER: We cannot reach you if our records are not
up to date!
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Leave a Jewish Legacy
Over the last four months the BSBI
Endowment Board of Trustees has
published multiple Chai Lights articles
about Legacy Giving and our collective
obligations to sustain, nurture and grow
current programs and institutions for
ourselves and for future generations.
As we move from 2017 to 2018 in the
secular calendar, the BSBI Endowment
Board of Trustees thanks our prior,
present, and potential donors and
supporters. Prior Chai Lights articles
have discussed our collaboration with the
Jewish Community Foundation. This
collaboration allows us to offer charitable
annuities and charitable remainder trusts
as other options for our donors. The
Jewish Community Foundation can also
provide continuity of philanthropy to support Jewish causes in the future. Our working relationship with the Jewish
Community Foundation had never been better and will continue to strengthen as we moved forward together.
The New Year is an opportune time to review some of the ways you can give to the BSBI Endowment. It is also a good
time to be certain that your will reflects your wishes and values with regards to the disposition of your assets at the time of
death. A bequest to the BSBI Endowment can be made in your will either as a specific dollar amount or as a percentage of
assets. The BSBI Endowment may be the beneficiary of an existing paid up life insurance policy. Alternatively, a new life
insurance policy can be purchased with the BSBI Endowment named as the beneficiary. Under certain circumstances the
premiums for such a policy may be deductible to the extent provided by law. Loved ones can be memorialized with gifts
to the Endowment.
In the most recent Synagogue Chai Lights we have reviewed the use of QCDs [Qualified Charitable Distributions] from
IRAs, Keogh, 403B or 401K plans if the owner of the assets is over 70 1/2 years of age. It is also possible to leave IRA
assets to the Endowment at the time of death regardless of age. The residual of an estate can also be bequeathed to the
Endowment.
Over the next calendar year the BSBI Endowment will provide periodic educational opportunities about charitable giving
and how you can help us sustain the institutions and programs that have helped enrich Jewish life East of the River.
The tax regulations are complex and in constant flux. If you are considering leaving retirement assets to the Endowment
Foundation of BSBI please reach out to Jeff Wasser at jeffreywasser@sbcglobal.net or Roy Filkoff at
royfilkoff@altmanandco.com. We both can also be reached at BSBIEndowment@myshul.org.
Sincerely,
Jeffrey Wasser, MD
President BSBI Endowment

Support BSBI with AmazonSmile!
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to
support BSBI every time you shop, at no cost to you. When
you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping
experience as at Amazon.com, with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price.
For detailed instructions for how to sign up, visit our
website at: https://www.myshul.org/support-bsbi/shopping/.
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Have a simcha you want to
share with the
congregation? Make sure to
notify Jeanne at
programming@myshul.org
so she can include it in the
bulletin!

The Endowment Foundation
Rabbi Leon Wind
Religious School

Religious

Adult Education

Community

General
Endowment Fund

Max and Sally
Glaiber and Joseph
and Gertrude Snider
Fund

Bayer/Davison Fund

Sylvia A. Cheikin
Fund

Berkman Family Fund

Israel and Lillian
Abramovitz Fund

Howard Gold Fund

David Sherman Foster
Fund

Clare-Kramer Fund

Ann and Emanuel Hirth
Fund

Sheldon and Doris
Adler Fund

Bernard and May
Kahn and Eli and
Rose Lerman Fund

Hochberg Family Fund

Ruth and Sidney
Cohen Fund

Klemens-Wiener Fund

Louis and Sadye
Apter Family Fund

Rubinow-Schwolsky
Fund

Jacobs Family Fund

Jack Goldberg Fund*

Rebecca Ann and
Herman Seidman
Fund

Rose Jaffe Fund

F. Ruth and S. I.
Kummer Fund

Irene and Henry
Springer Fund

Katz-Robbins Fund

Diane and Barry
Weinbaum Fund

Ruth Podrove Melton
Fund

Rabbi Leon Wind
Fund
Irene and Abraham
Zimmerman Fund

Barney, Jean, Rachel, and
Sarah Moses Education
Fund
Gertrude and Abraham
Podrove Fund
Podrove - Resnick Fund
Martin L. Rubin Fund
Nat N. and Gertrude
Sturm Schwedel Fund
Berdine Spector Stoltz
Fund

Fay and Benjamin
Levy and Max Mandel
Fund*
Aida S. Nesselroth
Educational
Enhancement Fund*
Saul and Carol
Nesselroth Fund for
Israel Advocacy
George and Lillian
Sandals Fund

Gordon Barshay Lassow
and Jay Joshua Lassow
Fund
Esther Margulies Lessner
and George C. Lessner
Fund
Jerome and Louise
Nathan Fund
Ella and Herman Plavin
Fund

Ruben Fialkoff Fund

Ruth and Jack Sandals
Fund
Rabbi Jeshaia and
Hilde Schnitzer Fund
Saul and Rebecca
Silverstein Fund

Leonard Seader Fund

Weil-Braunsberg Fund*

Stern Family Fund

Kahaner Family
Fund

Elliott and Eveleen
Zimmerman Library
Fund

Blanche and Robert
Stone Fund

Ethel and Nathan
Kasowitz Fund

Scholarships

Youth

Maintenance/Capital
Improvements

Emanual Hirth Fund

Anna Brita Chilberg Fund

Bayer-Marlow Fund

Murray H. and Celia D.
Novins Fund

A. Elmer Diskan
Fund

Rhoda Goldstein
Fund

Program Enhancement
Beth Sholom B’nai Israel
Operating Fund

Nellie Katz Cohen Fund

Nathan Chesler Fund

Jay E. Rubinow Fund

Continuity Fund

Maxine & Efrem
Jaffe Fund
Seymour B. Kaplan
Fund
Sonia and Max Karp
and Anita Karp
Treston Fund
Joseph Kopman
Fund
Anne and Leon
Kramer Fund

Raymond Bernstein
Fund

Morris and Ann
Firestone Fund

Shapiro Family Fund

Elaine and Leo
Charendoff Fund
David S. and Norma
C. Garber Fund
Miriam Barshay
Lassow and Herman
Lassow Fund
Capital Improvement
Fund

Memorial Park
Temple Beth Sholom
Memorial Park Fund
Congregation B’nai Israel
Memorial Park Fund

is Now,
The Need
is Great!

Clare and Herbert
Bernstein Fund

Plepler Family Fund

Rita and David
Schmerler Fund

The Time

Edith Gottlieb Fund
Leo and Shirley
Juran Fund

Marcus Family and
Bula Family Fund
Irving and Ethel
Mehlman Rose Fund
Irma and Merwin
Meridy Fund
Rita Oshinsky Fund
Phair Family Fund
Reichlin Family
Fund

Endowments
are an
opportunity
for each of us
to provide for
our synagogue
on a
continuous
basis by
creating a
permanent
tribute to our
values and
principles.
Our
synagogue is
here for you
as you
experience
life's greatest
joys and
greatest
challenges.
The
Endowment
Foundation

Pauline and Nathan
Rubin Fund
Israel and Shirley
Snyder Family Fund
Gloria and Robert
Weiss Fund

Max Lundy Fund
Laurie Margolis
Fund
Cantor Israel and
Irene Tabatsky Fund
Marsha and Samuel
Yules Fund
Pauline and Isadore
Zackin Fund

Edythe and Abraham
Zubrow Fund

*These funds can
also be used in

Max Zucker Fund

Rabbi Leon Wind
Religious School

For information about establishing an Endowment Fund or leaving a bequest,
contact Dr. Jeffrey Wasser BSBIEndowment@myshul.org or Rabbi Konigsburg 860-643-9563 x101.
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Contributions from Thoughtful People
Thank you to those who support BSBI by remembering and honoring friends and loved ones with generous contributions.
Donations appearing in the newsletter may not reflect all donations received prior to publication. Listings are as current as the newsletter deadline allows.

BAYER/DAVISON FUND
Barbara and Bill Bayer, in memory of Cantor Anita
Schubert's beloved father, Joseph Schubert.
BERDINE SPECTOR STOLTZ FUND
Myrna and Ken Spector, in loving memory of Ken's sister,
Diney Spector Stoltz, on the occasion of her yahrzeit.
BERNARD AND MAY KAHN AND ELI AND ROSE
LERMAN FUND
Maxine and Manny Lerman, in memory of May Kahn.
CANTOR ISRAEL AND IRENE H. TABATSKY
FUND
Barbara Zupnik, in memory of Barbara Zupnik's beloved
sister, Rose Bernadette Delaney, on the occasion of her
yahrzeit.
GENERAL FUND
Carol and David Alter, to the AED Fund.
Lieba and Victor Bernstein, in honor of Saundie Roethel
on her years of service as BSBI's Office Manager; in
memory of Phil Margolis' beloved father, Maurice
Margolis; mazal tov to Ann Labb in honor of her Bat
Mitzvah; mazal tov to Emily and Peter Buch in honor of
Nicole's engagement to Bobby Mathews; and mazal tov to
Rabbi and Michelle Konigsburg on the birth of their
grandson Natan.
Bea and Gordon Brodie, in loving memory of Gordon's
father, Robert Brodie, on the occasion of his yahrzeit.
Emily and Peter Buch, in memory of Cantor Anita
Schubert's beloved father, Joseph Schubert; and mazal tov
to Lieba and Victor Bernstein on the birth of their newest
grandson, Joseph.

Carole and Richard Guttman, mazal tov to Steve Cohen on
his 75th birthday.
Eleanor and Stanley Israel, in memory of Stanley Levett on
the occasion of his yahrzeit.
Steven Konover, in support of the Beth Sholom B'nai Israel
Jazz Festival.
Scott Kressner, in memory of David Kressner on the occasion
of his yahrzeit.
Brenda Lerner, in memory of Cantor Anita Schubert's
beloved father, Joseph Schubert.
Cruz and Carl Mandell, in honor of Dawn and Jack
Steigelfest on receiving the Joe Davis Award of Distinction.
Cruz and Carl Mandell, mazal tov to Lieba and Victor
Bernstein on the birth of their new grandson.
Christine Marchetti, with thanks to Rabbi Konigsburg for
speaking to her class about Judaism and for inviting them to
a Shabbat service.
Mazal tov to Ann Labb for the beautiful job she did at her Bat
Mitzvah, from her friends Stacey, Rima, Rick, Maxine,
Sandi, Brenda, Judy, Sarah, and Margie.
Ethy Swiser-Konski, in memory of Raquel Fialkoff.
Maddy and Mike Turk, for the speedy recovery of Michael
Ivaldi; for the speedy recovery of Sissy Seader; in honor of
Steve Cohen on his 75th birthday; in memory of Sharon
Woodley's father, George V. Woodley; and in memory of
Sidney Schwartz's beloved brother, Milton Schwartz.
Mitchell Wurmbrand, in memory of Mitchell's father, Samuel
Wurmbrand, and in appreciation of Rabbi Konigsburg, for
leading services and for his caring and compassion.
Ruth and Arnold Zackin, a Yizkor donation.

Michael Cohen, in memory of Lillian S. Rubin on the
occasion of her yahrzeit.

Jane Zimmerman, to the AED Fund in memory of her father,
Marvin D. Zimmerman on the occasion of his yahrzeit.

Ellen Dworkin, a Yizkor donation.

Virginia Zucker, in memory of George J. Wieber on the
occasion of his yahrzeit.

Corinne and Norman Fisher, in memory of Samuel Fisher
on the occasion of his yahrzeit.

JEROME AND LOUISE NATHAN FUND

Ellie and Herb Flink, in memory of Cantor Anita
Schubert's beloved father, Joseph Schubert.

Louise Nathan, in loving memory of Jerome Nathan's mother,
Lilyan Nathan, on the occasion of her yahrzeit.

Robert Glosser, in memory of Robert Glosser's beloved
parents, Frank and Bea Glosser.

JOE DAVIS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
FUND

Deborah Rubin Gordon, in memory of Deborah's beloved
mother Lillian S. Rubin on the occasion of her yahrzeit.

Audrey Davis, in memory of Joe Davis' brother, Bernard
Davis, on the occasion of his yahrzeit.

Marilyn Greenwald, in memory of Samuel Greenwald on
the occasion of his yahrzeit.
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Contributions from Thoughtful People
LEONARD SEADER FUND
Sissy Seader, in appreciation of all the folks who aided in
her recovery; in celebration of Blanche Stone's birthday; in
honor of Andrew Plepler on his birthday; in honor of
another happy birthday to Scott Gottlieb; in honor of
Marsha and Steve Roth on their wedding anniversary; in
honor of Richard Plepler on his birthday; in memory of
Sissy's beloved husband, Lenny Seader; and wishing the
happiest birthday to Paula Thomas.

RABBI LEON WIND RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SPECIAL FUND FOR EDUCATION
Judith Bogatz.
RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Herbert Koenig, mazal tov to Steven Cohen on his 75th
birthday.
SHABBAT LUNCHEON FUND
Brina and Ron Abrahams, in memory of Cantor Anita
Schubert's beloved father, Joseph Schubert.

LIBRARY FUND
Carol and David Alter, in loving memory of Al and Polly
Nollman and Haskell and Henrietta Alter on the occasion
of their yahrzeits.
Ellie and Herb Flink, in honor of Steve Cohen on his 75th
birthday.

Bea and Gordon Brodie, in memory of Joseph Schubert,
with deepest condolences to Cantor Anita Schubert on the
loss of her father and to Reuven Perry on the loss of his
father-in-law.

Laura Levine and Rick Ketai, mazal tov to Bea and Gordon
Brodie on the birth of their grandson, Brodie Dunn.

Elly and Steve Cohen, in honor of Rabbi and Michelle
Konigsburg with thanks for their generous Sukkot
hospitality and all that they do for our BSBI Congregation.

NATHAN CHESLER FUND

Steve Cohen, in honor of Susan Scherick on her birthday.

Sharon Chesler, in loving memory of Sadie Chesler on the
occasion of her yahrzeit.

Rhoda, Seymour, and Lenny Kaplan, mazal tov to Ann Labb
on her bat mitzvah.

NELLIE KATZ COHEN FUND

Maxine and Manny Lerman, in honor of Jack Libow on his
bar Mitzvah; in honor of Saundie Roethel on her
retirement; and mazal tov to Bea and Gordon Brodie on the
birth of their grandson Brodie Dunn.

Sissy Seader, in celebration of a wonderful family; and in
memory of Sissy's beloved husband, Lenny Seader.
PODROVE/RESNICK FUND
Pearl Podrove, in memory of Cantor Anita Schubert's
beloved father, Joseph Schubert.
PRAYER BOOK FUND

Maddy and Mike Turk, mazal tov to Bea and Gordon Brodie
on the birth of their grandson, Brodie Patrick Dunn.
Joan Petersen, in memory of Raquel Fialkoff.
STERN FAMILY FUND

Sharon Chesler and Walter Graef, in memory of Cantor
Anita Schubert's beloved father, Joseph Schubert.

Eileen Stern, in loving memory of Nathan Kaplan.

Donation Submission Request
When sending in your donations to the temple, please be very clear in your instructions. Since Saundie is retiring, there will
be a new staff member processing them, and the more information we have from you the smoother it will go.
Please make sure to print or type the following information and enclose it when you send in your donation payment:





Your name and address as you want it to be printed on the acknowledgement
Which fund(s) you would like your donation applied to
The purpose of the donation, including the full name of the person you are honoring and your relation to them, if
applicable. (We won't necessarily know if someone is your sibling or parent unless you tell us!)
The name and address of who you would like to receive the acknowledgement

Thank you for your cooperation to help with this transition, we appreciate your continued support. If you have any
questions going forward, please contact the office.
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CELEBRATION DATES IN JANUARY

Birthdays
Linda Bernstein - 1
Kevin Cyr - 1
Carol Goldstein - 1
Bonnie Norman - 1
Jamie Libow - 3
Annemarie Miller - 5
Allyson Benblatt - 8
Sharon Reichlin - 8
Jacob Bundy - 11
Florence Kovensky - 11
Daniel Levine - 12
Paul Rubin - 12
Dorothy Foster - 14
Jacob Gross - 14
Jennifer Bundy - 15
Sharon Hartstein - 15
Simi Hartstein - 15
Stacey Poutre - 15
Eli Blumenthal - 16
Robert Hughes - 20
Wesley Videll - 21
Joyce Borgida - 22
Michael Norman - 22
Ben Pitler - 22

Stacey Schwartz - 22
Lois Radding - 23
Ruth Zackin - 23
Troy Videll - 25
Arthur Abramson - 26
Harold Bernstein - 26
Joanne Donn - 26
Holly Raymond - 27
Barbara Zupnik - 27
Deanna Katz - 28
Laura Finer - 30
Rachel Reindel - 30
Julian Stoppelman - 31

Anniversaries
Lea and Alan Schmerler - 5
Annmarie and Robert Hughes - 13
Stanley Cohen and Mary Whitaker - 18
Blanche and Bob Stone - 25
Susan and Robert Mendelsohn - 27

If we have overlooked a special
date please contact us at:
860-643-9563 ext. 100
so that we may celebrate it in the
future.
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January 2018 Evening Minyan Calendar
Please Note: Services will begin at 7:00 PM except where noted.
* Special credit to our twice a month (or more) Jewry Duty members

MONDAYS (7:00 PM)

TUESDAYS (7:00 PM)

WEDNESDAYS (7:00 PM)

THURSDAYS (7:00 PM)

First
First Monday
Monday –12/4
–1/1

First Tuesday – 1/2

First Wednesday – 1/3

First Thursday – 1/4

Bloostein, Saul & Susan*
Creem, Jerry*
Delaney, Bill & Deb*
Schmerler, Alan & Lea

New Year’s Day

No Evening Service
People Needed

Second Monday – 1/8

Bayer, Bill & Barbara
Beck, Bruce
Creem, Jerry*
Delaney, Bill & Deb*
Flink, Herb & Ellie*
Ketai, Richard & Levine, Laura
Partney, Philip & Margery

Third Monday – 1/15
Creem, Jerry*
Delaney, Bill & Deb*
Linner, Abe & Iris
Ludlum, Cathy
Meyer, Harold
Milzoff, Joel & Irene
Rubin, Paul

Fourth Monday – 1/22

Bloostein, Saul & Susan*
Creem, Jerry*
Delaney, Bill & Deb*
Pasternak, Lorin*
Rubin, Susan
Spiegel, Eugene
Zimmerman, Eveleen*

People Needed
Fifth Monday – 1/29

Creem, Jerry*
Delaney, Bill & Deb *
Flink, Herb & Ellie*
Kovensky, Neil
Ladue, Beverly
Nesselroth, Saul & Carol
Poutre, Stacey

Banks, Craig
Baron, Barry & Joan
Bayer, Aaron & Laurie
Dashefsky, Arnold & Sandy
Schiller, Richard & Amy
Stern, Alfred & Eileen
Vinick, Cal

Axler, Phil*
Brodie, Gordon & Bea
Karasik, Gail
Keyser, Arnold & Diane*
Lerman, Manny & Maxine
Pasternak, Lorin*
Rubin, Donna

Second Tuesday – 1/9

Burstein, David*
Caplin, Bob & Donna*
Luxemburg, Maury
Mandell, Carl & Cruz
Poutre, Stacey
Riedel, Rima

People Needed

Second Wednesday – 1/10
Axler, Phil*
Gamzon, Bill*
Gottlieb, Joe
Keyser, Arnold & Diane*
Leshin, Steven & Barbara
Pasternak, Lorin*
Resnick, Barry & Renny*
Sussman, Aaron*
Zucker, Spin

Second Thursday – 1/11

Breslau, Bill or Susan
Carter, Irma
Cohen, Jack & Lynn
Grad, Howard & Linda
Kalman, Mimi*
Lerner, Brenda
Norman, Mike & Bonnie
Phair, Sandi*
Singer, Trudy

Third Tuesday – 1/16

Third Wednesday – 1/17

Third Thursday – 1/18

Abrahams, Richard & Leslie
Gross, Michael & Susan
Ivaldi, Sally
Kahaner, Harvey & Elaine
Meyer, Judy
Orringer, Nelson & Stephanie
Wasser, Jeff & Diane

Axler, Phil*
Filkoff, Roy
Gamzon, Bill*
Igdalsky, Alan & Hope
Kaplan, Jonathan & Linda
Keyser, Arnold & Diane*
Pasternak, Lorin*
Plen, Donna
Stoppelman, Julian & Susan
Sussman, Aaron*

Fourth Tuesday – 1/23

Fourth Wednesday – 1/24

Beede, Harriet
Kalman, Mimi*
Lassow, Jeff & Liza Mandel
Plavin, Lisa & Rabbi Richard
Turk, Mike or Maddy*
Zimmerman, Eveleen*

Axler, Phil*
Keyser, Arnold & Diane*
Margolis, Phil & Susan
Murray, Becky*
Pasternak, Lorin*
Shamash, Rahim & Sherry
Sussman, Aaron*
Zucker, Spin

People Needed
Fifth Tuesday – 1/30
Cole, Daniel & Florence
Ellis, Joel & Susan
Kloehn, Ed & Ellen
Krutt, Joel & Tobi
Weil, Marvin & Marilyn
Zimmerman, Allan & Jennifer

Fifth Wednesday – 11/29

Burstein, David*
Caplin, Bob & Donna *
Finkelstein, Paula
Goldstein, Alan & Carol
Norman, Sam & Teri
Resnick, Barry & Renny*
Sussman, Aaron*
Zupnik, Ted & Barbara*

Borgida, Edward
Burstein, David*
Caplin, Bob & Donna*
Klein, Phil
Kovensky, Neil
McGee, Marcia
Murray, Becky*
Phair, Sandi*

People Needed
Fourth Thursday – 1/25
Burstein, David*
Caplin, Bob & Donna*
Krutt, Sam
Lassow, Marilyn
Pearlson, Stan & Sue
Sussman, Aaron*
Zimmerman, Jane

People
Needed

Fifth Thursday – 11/30

We are looking for members to
add to this Minyan List!

Abrahams, Ronald and Brina
Burstein, David*
Axler, Phil*
Caplin, Bob & Donna *
Cohen, Steve & Elly
Goldstein, Alan & Carol
Feir, Alan & Donna
Lerman, Manny
Pasternak, Lorin*
Leshin, Steve
Sussman, Aaron*
Wasser, Diane
If
you
volunteeredZupnik,
for one
Turk,
Mikehave
& Maddy*
Ted &night,
Barbara* would
Zubrow, Barbara

you consider committing for two per month?
Please call Rabbi Konigsburg at 860-643-9563
Ext. 101 or email rabbenu@myshul.org
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January 2018
Sunday
January 6th:
Parashat Shemot
13th:

January
Parashat Vaera

Monday

1

2

No Evening
Service

January
Parashat Bo

Tevet 14

27th:

January
Parashat Beshalach

8

9:00 am RLWRS Grades
Pre K-7
9:00 am Morning Minyan

21

7:30 pm BSBI Academy: If
Not Now, When?

10

11

23

11:00 am Parent-Child
B'nai Mitzvah Class

17

24

Shevat 5

28

12:00 pm Lunch & Learn: 7:00 pm Ma’ariv
7:00 pm Ma’ariv Exploring the Many Facets
Service
of the Bible
Service

7:30 pm Lecture 7:00 pm Ma’ariv Service
Series - Topic:
7:30 pm Sisterhood Board
Puzzles and
Meeting
Paradoxes,
Reason and
Faith

29

9:00 am RLWRS Grades
Pre K-7
9:30 am Sisterhood
Adventure Walk

Shevat 12

30

6:30 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat

7:00 pm Finance
Committee Meeting

Havdalah
5:09 pm

13
10:00 am Shabbat
Services
10:00 am Shirat
HaLev with Cantor
Bolts

Havdalah
5:16 pm

Candle lighting
4:23 pm

9:00 am – 1:00pm Brotherhood Drive

9:00 am RLWRS Grades
Pre K-7

Candle lighting
4:16 pm

7:00 pm Ma’ariv
Service

7:00 pm Ma’ariv 12:00 pm Lunch & Learn: 7:00 pm Ma’ariv
Service
Exploring the Many Facets
Service
of the Bible
7:30 pm
7:30 pm Board
Sisterhood/
6:00 pm Nusach Workshop
of Directors
Hadassah Book
Meeting
7:00 pm Ma’ariv Service
Club
7:30 pm BSBI Academy: If
Martin Luther
Not Now, When?
Shevat 1
King Jr. Day

22

10:00 am Shabbat
Services followed by
a Kiddush Luncheon
10:00 am Learner's
Minyan

12

4:30 pm RLWRS
Grades 2 - 7

Saturday

6

6:30 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat

4:30 pm RLWRS
Grades 2 – 7

7:30 pm BSBI Academy: If
Not Now, When?

16

Friday

5

4:30 pm BSBI Teen
Program

7:00 pm Ma’ariv
Service

7:00 pm Ma’ariv Service

15

Tevet 27

7:00 pm Ma’ariv Service

6:00 pm Nusach Workshop

Tevet 20

11:00 am Parent-Child
B'nai Mitzvah Class

6:00 pm Nusach Workshop

9

Thursday

4

1:30 pm Knit & Kvetch

11:00 am Parent-Child B'nai
Mitzvah Class

9:00 am RLWRS Grades
Pre K-7

3

7:00 pm Ma’ariv 12:00 pm Lunch & Learn: 7:00 pm Ma’ariv
Service
Exploring the Many Facets
Service
of the Bible

9:30 am Brotherhood
Breakfast Meeting &
Speaker Jay Bigman

14

Wednesday

12:00 pm Lunch & Learn: 7:00 pm Ma’ariv
New Year's Day
Exploring the Many Facets
Service
of the Bible
7:00 pm

20th:

7

Tuesday

18
4:30 pm BSBI Teen
Program

19
6:30 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat

10:00 am Sisterhood
Shabbat followed by
a Kiddush Luncheon

Candle lighting
4:31 pm

Havdalah
5:25 pm

4:30 pm RLWRS
Grades 2 - 7
7:00 pm Ma’ariv
Service

25
4:30 pm RLWRS
Grades 2 - 7

26
6:30 pm Kabbalat
Shabbat

7:00 pm Ma’ariv
Service

7:00 pm Ma’ariv 12:00 pm Lunch & Learn:
Tu Bishvat
Service
Exploring the Many Facets
7:00 pm Ma’ariv
of the Bible
7:30 pm Lecture
Service
Series - Topic: 6:00 pm Nusach Workshop
Puzzles and
7:00 pm Ma’ariv Service
Paradoxes,
Reason and
7:30 pm BSBI Academy:
Faith
Why You Can’t Pray and
What You Can Do About It

17

27
10:00 am Shabbat
Services
10:00 am Life, the
Universe, and
Judaism with
Michael Chernicoff

Candle lighting
4:40 pm

31

20

Havdalah
5:33 pm

Please note that calendar times are listed as
posted in the office as of the date Chai Lights
goes to print. Any schedule changes after this
time will be posted on the online calendar at
https://www.myshul.org and included in the
bi-weekly announcements. These sources will
have the most up to date information on
events.

See Your Ad
Here and
Support BSBI!
For more information,
contact Saundie Roethel
at 860-643-9563 x100
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Cell: 860-916-6905
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BSBI Brotherhood
Clothing and Tchotchke Drive
January 21 & 22, 2018
As you know, the BSBI Brotherhood raises funds to help
our synagogue and to support community organizations
such as the Hockanum Valley Community Council, local
food banks, Manchester Brotherhood in Action and other
charities. To continue this effort, we have teamed up with
Savers to organize a clothing and tchotchke drive. This is a
great opportunity for you to clean out your closets and help
us continue to support these worthy causes. We are looking
for clothing as well as other small items.
Please pack your items in large black bags and bring them to the synagogue on Sunday, January
21st and Monday, January 22nd. We will have a truck on site to collect the donations from 9:00 am
to 1:00 pm those days. We ask that you do not bring bags to the synagogue before the collection
dates, so that they can be directly loaded onto the trucks. Every little bit is appreciated; hope we
will see you on the 21st & 22nd!
20

Wisdom in the Winter
A BSBI Lecture Series with Professor Andrew Pessin
7:30 PM

Join us for a three part lecture series with Professor Andrew Pessin,
Professor of Philosophy at Connecticut College and the Campus
Bureau Editor of The Algemeiner (a news source focusing on Jews and
Israel). His books include The Sixty-Second Philosopher, Uncommon
Sense: The Strangest Ideas From the Smartest Philosophers, and The
God Question: What Famous Thinkers From Plato to Dawkins Have
Said About the Divine, as well as two novels—the most recent being
The Irrationalist, a historical murder mystery based closely on the
suspicious death of the famous philosopher René Descartes. Pessin
also portrayed “The Genius” several times on the David Letterman
show. More information about him and his work (and a link to
Letterman) may be found at www.andrewpessin.com.

Full Lecture Series: $30 ($15 students)
Each Lecture at the Door: $12 ($5 Students)
Return the form below to the BSBI office at 400 East Middle Turnpike , Manchester, CT 06040.
To pay by credit card, register online at:

https://www.myshul.org/2017/11/lectureseries2018/
Sign me up for the BSBI Lecture Series. My registration is enclosed.

Name/s:___________________________________ Email:_______________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City: _______________ State: _____

Zip:_______

Phone : ___________________________

___ General Admission

@ $ 30 = $__________

___ Student Admission

@ $ 15 = $__________
Total = $__________

Jewish Values Coaching Havurah
Make Every Day More Meaningful - Find More Meaning in the Everyday
!
Life Coaching is a holistic process that recognizes the connectivity between personal, professional,
spiritual, and physical health. A Havurah is a Jewish fellowship that gathers to discuss, experience,
and share Jewish rituals, practices, and values. The Coaching Havurah is a 10-month program of
reflection and personal growth in a faith-based group setting that blends coaching strategies and life
skills with the wisdom of Jewish tradition.
Program Dates: The First Monday of the month: Feb. 5, March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4, (summer break)
September 3, October 1, November 5, December 3, Jan. 7, 2019
Program Times: 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Application Process: Applications due on January 25, 2018 (early bird deadline is 1/11/18)
Tuition:

$720 for 10-month program
$360 for BSBI members
$180 for BSBI members who register by 1/11

Minimum # 0f Participants: 5
Maximum # of Participants: 15

FACILITATORS
Randall J. Konigsburg, Rabbi
Beth Sholom B’nai Israel
rabbenu@myshul.org
860-643-9563 x101
Stacey Zackin, Phd, MSW, PCC
theCoach4you
stacey@theCoach4you.com
818.590.5372

OUTCOMES

CURRICULUM

Through monthly workshops, weekly
action plans, daily support from peers and
coaching from facilitators, havurah
members experience:

Based on the Ten Commandments, the ten
monthly 2-hour workshops consist of:

• a deeper appreciation of their strengths,
• confidence in their ability to achieve a life
of balance, fulfillment, and satisfaction,
• close sense of community & camaraderie,
all through the lens of Jewish values,
identity, and community.

• text study,
• values exploration,
• life coaching exercises that illustrate the
relevance, and applicability of the lesson,
• identification of desires and goals
• creation of plan of action and
accountability.

Jewish Values Coaching Havurah Application
Return to stacey@theCoach4you.com by January 25, 2018 (or 1/11 for early bird discount)
“The Havurah helped us establish a deeper connection with each other, the synagogue
and with Judaism than could ever be achieved by larger gatherings.” - Havurah Graduate

Name:

Email:

Phone:

Birthday (mo/day):

Occupation:

BSBI Synagogue Membership Status: Current Member ___ or Non Member ___

Please complete the following questionnaire with thoughtful yet concise responses.

1. What appeals to you about participating in The Coaching Havurah?

2. How do you hope this journey will benefit your personal, professional, and/or spiritual goals?

3. Are you willing to commit to attending and fully participate in monthly sessions as well as time
in-between to focus on your goals and support your fellow havurah members in their pursuits?

4. So that we can be better prepared to support you, please share what limitations, obstacles, or
fears might impede your success in this program.

5. In addition to what you will get from this program, please tell us something you might be able to
contribute to other participants.

6. Is there anything else you want us to know?

7. Would you like to apply for a scholarship for the program? If so, please share with us how the
scholarship will benefit you.

BSBI Endowment in collaboration with the

Bequest Intention Form
Beth Sholom B’nai Israel
If it is your intention to provide Endowment Foundation of Beth Sholom B’nai Israel (BSBI)
with a bequest or other future gift, we would like to include you in our Etz Chaim Society
and properly thank you and acknowledge your gift during your lifetime.
Please complete this form and return it to the Endowment Committee of BSBI by mail at
400 East Middle Turnpike, Manchester, CT 06040 or e-mail a copy to Jeff Wasser at
jeffreywasser@sbcglobal.net or Roy Filkoff at royfilkoff@altmanandco.com. Both can also be
reached at BSBIEndowment@myshul.org. This is a confidential record.
This Bequest Intention Form is not a legal document. It simply serves as a way for us to
appreciate and recognize your generosity.
 I have already included the Beth Sholom B’nai Israel Endowment in my estate plan.
 I intend to include Beth Sholom B’nai Israel Endowment in my estate plan.
If you are willing to provide us with the details of your plans, we thank you.
MY BEQUEST WILL BE:
 A PERCENTAGE OF MY ESTATE

 A SPECIFIC DOLLAR AMOUNT

 THE RESIDUE OF MY ESTATE

 A SPECIFIC ITEM OF VALUE

 LIFE INSURANCE

 RETIREMENT PLAN PROCEEDS

THE APPROXIMATE VALUE OF MY BEQUEST WILL BE: ____________________________________
 MY BEQUEST IS UNRESTRICTED
 IT IS MY INTENTION THAT MY BEQUEST BE USED FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES: _______________
_______________________________________________________________________
INFORMATION ABOUT YOU:
YOUR NAME: __________________________________ DATE OF BIRTH: ____________ ____
SPOUSE NAME: _________________________________DATE OF BIRTH: ____________ ____
MAILING ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________
PHONE: (HOME) __________________________(WORK) ____________________________
EMAIL: _________________________________FAX: _____________________________
Unless you indicate otherwise, a member of committee will call you.
 I look forward to talking with you about this gift intention. I understand that listing this
gift may be an incentive for others to give and I am willing to be publicly acknowledged.
 I understand you would like to contact me and I would be happy to discuss this with you,
but I prefer not to be listed or acknowledged publicly.
 I understand you would like to contact me, but I prefer to remain anonymous and
request no contact or acknowledgment.
SIGNATURE:_______________________ SIGNATURE: _______________________ DATE: ____________
Endowment Committee of BSBI, 400 East Middle Turnpike, Manchester, CT 06040

BSBIEndowment@myshul.org

BSBI Endowment in collaboration with the

LETTER OF LEGACY INTENT
I/We want to help ensure the continuity of Beth Sholom B’nai Israel (BSBI) and provide for
future generations. Therefore, I/We have made a provision in our will or estate plan to leave a
legacy for ___________________ through the Endowment Committee of BSBI in collaboration
with the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Hartford, Inc.
This letter of intent represents my/our commitment to leave a legacy for BSBI. It does not
constitute a legacy obligation and may by altered by me/us at any time.
******************************************************************************
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
Telephone: ____________

Fax: ____________ Email: _______________________________

Signature: ________________________________ Date: _______________________________

OPTIONAL
It is my/our intent to leave a legacy through my/our:
❐ Will ❐ Retirement Plan Assets ❐ Life Insurance Policy ❐ Living Trust
❐ Charitable Gift Annuity ❐ Charitable Remainder Trust ❐ Other _____________________
It is my/our intention to update our estate plan at the next available opportunity, with the
following provisions:
❐ Provide a gift of ____ percent of the estate.
❐ Provide a gift of a specific dollar amount ($__________ if known) to be specified in the
estate plan.
I/We plan to designate my/our gift to support the following:
______________________________________________________________________________
You may mention and/or print my (our) name where it may serve as an encouragement to
others to make a similar commitment.
If yes, please initial here: _____________________
Thank you for helping to secure a bright future for the Jewish community.
Endowment Committee of BSBI, 400 East Middle Turnpike, Manchester, CT 06040

BSBIEndowment@myshul.org

Shabbat Across America
2018

Friday, March 9, 2018
Jews across the U.S. and Canada will come together
in celebration of Shabbat
Join us at BSBI for a
Kabbalat Shabbat service at 6:00 pm
Our students in grades 2 – 7 will participate in leading prayers
Followed by a Kosher Shabbat dinner at 6:45 pm
Be a participant in this opportunity to share Shabbat with thousands of
Jews across North America!
Send form & check, payable to BSBI, by March 2nd to:

Dawn Steigelfest, 26 Tamarac Drive, Glastonbury, CT 06033
Questions? Contact Dawn 860-659-4029

We will be coming to the Shabbat dinner on March 9th. A check payable to BSBI is enclosed.
Names_________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________
Adults

______

Kids 5 & up

@ $ 9 = $__________
______

Kids under 5 ______
Total

@ $ 5 = $__________
FREE
$__________

Please indicate the number of
vegetarian or gluten free
meals required:
_____ Vegetarian
(adult or child)
___________Gluten Free
(adult or child)

In conjunction with the National Jewish Outreach Program, 989 Sixth Ave. 10th floor, New York, NY 10011
646-871-4444 saa@njop.org www.njop.org

