JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2019 | KISLEV-TEVET 5779

Est. 1952

The Community Synagogue is a vibrant, caring and inclusive Reform congregation
that inspires meaningful relationships with one another, the larger community and with God.

Est. 1952
		
		

VOL. 68 NO. 3

VOL. 69 NO. 2

THE RABBI’S STUDY
WITH RABBI SAM POLLAK

“IF YOU DON’T LIKE SAYING
THE PRAYERS, THEN WHY
DID YOU BECOME A RABBI?”
This is a question I received from one of our fifthgrade students during one session of  ּ ְתפִ ּ ָלהt’fillah
(prayer), which is a regular part of afternoon religious school. That particular day, the students had
a lot of energy, and they were expressing it, let’s
say, in ways other than singing and listening to the
prayers. I sensed they’d rather be somewhere else,
doing something else. It was a feeling to which I
could relate.
“You know,” I told them, “Sometimes I don’t
want to say the prayers either.”
This prompted the astute question above:
Why did I become a rabbi if I don’t like saying the
prayers? Clarification was needed.
“Who plays on a sports team?” I asked. Many
hands went up. “Now, keep your hands up if you
always like when your coach makes you run laps
or drills?” Nearly every hand went down.
“It’s the same with praying,” I said. “I don’t
enjoy every prayer service, but I love being Jewish
and I love prayer. We do our exercises because we
like playing the game.”
Each of us, at any age, struggles with what puzzled
the fifth graders that day. We look to those who
seem to be “more religious” than us, and we wonder how they can enjoy something we sometimes
find so dull.

Continued on page 4

3RD GRADE FAMILIES
DISCOVER THE

Secrets of
the Torah

(516) 883-3144 Telephone
(516) 883-4203 Fax
www.commsyn.org
Rabbi
Irwin Zeplowitz
rabbiz@commsyn.org
Rabbi
Sam Pollak
spollak@commsyn.org
Rabbi Emeritus
Martin Rozenberg
martinroz@optonline.net
Cantor
Claire Franco
cfranco@commsyn.org
Executive Director
Jeff Rembrandt
jrembrandt@commsyn.org
Director of Education
Shari Isserles
shari@commsyn.org
Director of The Early Childhood Center
Susan Flanagan-Herman
sfherman@commsyn.org
Associate Director of Education
Lindsay Ganci
lganci@commsyn.org
Youth Coordinator
Allison Merims
amerims@commsyn.org
President
Deena Katz
pres@commsyn.org
Brotherhood President
JD Friedland
jon.david.friedland@gmail.com
Sisterhood Co-Presidents
Leslie Lifson, leslif@aol.com
Sharen Kam, thekams@optonline.net
Director of Communications
Nancy Tejo
ntejo@commsyn.org
				
Affiliated with the

2

Mindful Havdalah

Saturday, February 2, 7:00 pm
On Friday night we welcome Shabbat like a beloved friend, and when the stars come
out on Saturday we bid Shabbat farewell. Join Cantor Franco, Rabbi Pollak, and
student cantor Sam Rosen for an evening of mindful music and sweet song, as we
relish the last few moments of Shabbat. We will conclude with the brief-yet-beautiful
 הַ בְ ּדָ לָהhavdalah ceremony, to help us enter a new week of goodness together.
Contact Rabbi Pollak (spollak@commsyn.org) for more information.

WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
Harris Baltch & Sarah Sher
Robert & Sarah Berg
Jason & Devon Bordenick
Mark & Emily Borell
Alex & Randi Brook
Ofer & Lauren Cohen
Adam & Debra Friedman
Jeremy & Andrice Gittler
Jason & Samantha Goldstein
Mark & Lindsay Kaplan
Ryan & Alyse Lefton
Joshua & Amanda Levy
Michael & Jenna Librett
Evan & Lisa Lupion
David & Alexandra McCormick

Robert & Ellen Meyrowitz
Andrew & Marissa Miller
Joshua & Pamela Orchant
Adam & Lindsey Puchalsky
Scott & Ilissa Reich
Steven Rosenberg &
Linli Yan-Rosenberg
Alon & Alison Rosenzweig
Troy & Darya Slade
Jared Smith & Alexis Kopp-Smith
Matt & Allie Smolinsky
Matt & Glori Steinberg
Ariel & Lauren Weinstock
Matt & Alli White

CEMETERY PLOTS BETH MOSES CEMETERY
The Community Synagogue owns two sections in
the Beth Moses Cemetery in Farmingdale, Long
Island. The entire area was planned to give a feeling
of serenity, peace and privacy to provide the
tranquility we all seek when we mourn a loved one.
The advance purchase of burial space is a
thoughtful and loving act that spares families the
need to make such decisions at a difficult time. The
cost of a burial plot to current members is $2,400
and the cost to former members who left in good
standing is $3,150.
To learn more about purchasing burial sites through the synagogue, please
call Annette Rosalia to make an appointment (516) 883-3144 ext. 322.
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PRESIDENT’S DESK WITH DEENA KATZ

OUR NEW NORMAL & OUR NEW SAFETY AND SECURITY FUND
These last several months have been stressful for every American Jew. The rise in anti-Semitism and the recent
massacre at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh have hit close to home and shaken us all. Our safety
and security, something we have taken for granted for years living in a comfortable suburb, has now been
challenged. No doubt it is very scary and sad, but unfortunately it is our new normal. However, we will not
live in fear or allow it to overshadow our strength, love, faith and sense of community. Only days after the
massacre, we saw many of us come together for healing during various solidarity services in our town.
Since its inception, The Community Synagogue has been a house of worship, school and community center
where we pride ourselves on our ability to satisfy spiritual, educational, and relational needs. However, none of
these can be accomplished unless we feel safe and secure, a fundamental human requisite. As President, I am
incredibly proud of how swiftly our Safety & Security Taskforce mobilized, putting in place many new security
procedures and upgrades and how quickly our staff and families have adjusted. We hired security guards,
limited points of entry, created ID badges, upgraded security equipment and much more. In the coming
months you will see even more changes, and we appreciate your cooperation.

Deena Katz
President

As we saw with increased airport security after 9/11, I believe we will quickly get used to the necessary
inconveniences, including longer carpool lines or waiting to be being buzzed into a locked building. Our
children have already adjusted to them and look forward each day to greeting our interim security guards,
Mr. Tom and Mr. Jay, with a smile or high five upon arrival and departure. In just a short time, these new
measures have become standard practice.
Unfortunately, our new normal also includes significantly higher and unbudgeted security costs. As such, the
Board of Trustees immediately created a new SAFETY & SECURITY FUND where all donations go directly
to help pay for our guards and various other security upgrades. I want to thank all of you who have already
donated and ask every member of the congregation to contribute in some capacity. You can call the office or
donate online at www.commsyn/donate.com. Sadly, while safety is a universal need, it is no longer free. To
quote several ECC moms in a recent parent meeting, “There is no price tag for the safety and security of our
children.” Thank you for sharing the responsibility of keeping us all safe.
In the coming months, the Board will be looking at various other security funding sources including applying
for grants, purposeful fundraising events, cost cutting measures and possible security assessments. These
efforts will take time and our security can’t wait, so please consider donating to the SAFETY & SECURITY
FUND now. I will, of course, continue to update you regularly. Thank you again, for your confidence and
support as we all adjust to our new normal.
May we continue to draw strength from each other and grow stronger together.
Wishing all a happy, healthy and safe 2019!
SAFETY & SECURITY FUND
The safety and security of our members is our greatest priority. If you would like to help us in that
mission, please contribute to the TCS Safety and Security Fund.
Go to www.commsyn.org/donate.
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THE RABBI’S STUDY WITH RABBI SAM POLLAK
Rabbi Pollak continued from page 1

Rabbi Sam Pollak

I think we do ourselves a disservice if we expect
to have some sort of powerful, emotional,
transformative experience every time we join
a prayer service. Such high hopes are bound to
disappoint. But every once in a while, something
special happens: the music touches our souls,
the words of comfort speak precisely to our pain,
the presence of fellow human beings warms our
spirits. And then, just for a fleeting moment, we
feel part of something larger than ourselves—
connected, loved, at peace.
Many of us are all too familiar with the power
of prayer in times of grief. When a loved one
dies, the last thing we need in that moment is to
bother ourselves with finding the right words to
say—there are no “right words” anyway. So our
tradition gives us the Mourner’s Kaddish, the
familiar cadence of  י ְִתּגַּדַ ל ְוי ְִתקַ ּדַ ׁש ְׁשמֵ ּה רַּבָ אyitgadal
v’yitkadash sh’meh rabbah... The sound itself keeps
us grounded when our world has been shaken. We
practice those words, so we can use them when
the time sadly comes.
Recall, too, the response so many of us had in
the wake of October’s tragedy in Pittsburgh—may
the memories of the victims be a blessing. We
gathered the very next day for prayer and song,
and we showed up for shul the following Shabbat
to be together. We looked to one another and
to our tradition for comfort. Prayer is about the
feeling of being held as a community in times of

anger and sadness, just as much as it is about the
words and music.
Too often, though, we never experience
the power of prayer outside the “God forbid”
moments. It’s no wonder we avoid praying at
other times! Who wants to partake regularly
in something whose power we associate with
deep sadness? It’s true that Judaism gives us the
spiritual tools to understand and journey through
grief, but Judaism also gives us the spiritual
tools to understand and journey through joy.
Regular spiritual practice increases our chances at
experiencing moments of transcendence in our daily
lives.
Prayer can be playful and improvisational. It’s
made so much easier by developing a rich spiritual
vocabulary—a set of tools for communicating
with our own souls, with the souls of others, and
occasionally with the Soul of the Universe that
some call God. Spiritual practice is the discipline
of building our prayer muscles—just like
practicing to play a sport or an instrument. We
rehearse so we can be more adept at responding
spontaneously to the lows and highs life throws
our way.
Why do I try to pray regularly even if I don’t
always like it? Because I want to give myself the
best chance of experiencing moments of meaning
before they’re gone.

WHAT IS YOUR SPIRITUAL PRACTICE? I WANT TO KNOW!
For some of us it’s prayer, but for others it’s…
•
•
•
•
•
Spirits shine bright together at
December's Shabbat-Chanukah service.
WHAT LIGHTS UP YOUR SOUL?
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Reading
Writing
Making music
Meditation
Yoga

•
•
•
•
•

Walking or running
Visual arts
Cooking
Study
Volunteering

I’m collecting a list of the various forms of spirituality in our
community. Please share yours with me at spollak@commsyn.org.
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COMMITTEE UPDATES

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
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I’m very excited to serve as the new Vice
President of Development this year. The
Development Committee has been hard at
work brainstorming ideas and recruiting
more synagogue members to offer their
energy and expertise in planning many
exciting fundraising events. We have
adopted a holistic view of fundraising which
includes a range of initiatives throughout
the year to raise enough funds to meet the
needs of our growing congregation. Two
of these initiatives include, the Purim Casino
Night and the Golf & Tennis Outing. I hope
you will participate in these fun-filled
events, they should not be missed!
If you are interested in getting involved in
any of these initiatives or have skills, talents
and creativity to share, please contact me at
kantorandrea@yahoo.com.

Join us for this extremely popular
event and fund raiser! ♥Casino
Games ♠ Raffles ♦ Silent Auction
♣ Texas Hold ‘Em Tournament.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 2019

Golf &
Tennis
Outing

Andrea Kantor
VP of Development

Mondaymay20

Also...
Tu B’shevat ycac uy Tree Dedications–to replace trees lost on the property due to
severe weather. For $1800 you can dedicate anew tree in honor or in memory of a
loved one. This will be a gift for the generations.
Launch of the L’Dor Vador rusu rusk Endowment Campaign, specifically Planned
Giving–an opportunity for congregants to include the synagogue in their estate planning.

STRATEGIC VISIONING TASK-FORCE – TCS 2020+
•
•
•

How can we at The Community Synagogue ensure our long-term growth and sustainability?
How do we best adapt to the needs of our congregation as they change over time?
What should we be doing to build engagement and foster meaningful relationships among our membership?
The Strategic Visioning Taskforce–TCS
2020+ was formed in early 2018 to focus
on precisely these issues and more.
Led by President Deena Katz, board
member Jeremiah Bosgang and congregant Lisa Davidoff (who has extensive
professional experience in leading
corporate strategic visioning processes), TCS
2020+ is composed of a group of congregants
and clergy representing a diverse cross
section of our synagogue stakeholders and
demographics.
Over the past months, we have reviewed our
synagogue’s mission and vision statement and
conducted a SWOC analysis (Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities & Challenges)
january-february 2019
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of our current synagogue landscape. We
incorporated the survey results from
the UJA-sponsored Thriving Synagogue
Learning Tool that we conducted last year
and then divided our committee into four
key sub-groups, each focusing on a specific priority area including: Finance/Administration & Staff/Facilities, Engagement,
Education and Communication.
Our subcommittees are currently identifying
short and long-term goals and priorities for
their respective subjects of concentration. This
includes researching trends and competitive
best practices and making recommendations
about what steps are feasible to put in place
now and which are more long-term targets.

Over the coming months
Jeremiah
Bosgang
each of our subcommittees
Trustee
will be reaching out for
feedback on specific ideas from synagogue
members and presenting these findings
to the Board of Trustees, as we refine our
goals and priorities. If you are interested in becoming a part of our strategic
visioning process, please reach out to
Deena, deena@pondlane.com, Jeremiah,
jeremia@bosgang.com, Lisa, ljdavidoff@
gmail.com -- we would love to include you
in our efforts to make The Community
Synagogue the best it can be today… and
tomorrow!
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL

CAN YOU BREAK THE CODE?

Each year, we plan many opportunities in the school for our students and parents to engage in side-byside learning. We work hard to create interesting programs and look for new ways to connect our families to Jewish learning. This year we decided to try something new with our 3rd grade families…and the
laughter, excitement and screams of joy in the room made it clear that Torah learning is definitely fun!
With escape rooms and breakout boxes gaining popularity, we decided to create a Torah themed breakout
box activity. Families had to complete many different challenges, each of which used their knowledge of
Torah. With each completed challenge, families discovered a number, which would eventually help them to
unlock the combination lock on their secret box. Although each team was so excited when they opened their
lock, they soon discovered that there were more challenges and codes to break in order to finish the challenge.

Shari Isserles
Director of Education
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As I watched each team feverishly work to complete their challenges, I was most excited to observe the
parents in the room. Truth be told, I knew that the students were going to enjoy this program. The
bonus was that I saw parents that were having just as much fun as the kids! I saw moms and dads quickly
looking up information on their phones. I saw them screaming with excitement as a task was successfully
completed and I watched as they high fived their child when an answer was found. There are so many ways
to engage in Torah learning, and our 3rd grade families got the chance to see that the secrets of Torah can be
unlocked in many different ways.

the community synagogue making sacred connections

POWTY - PORT WASHINGTON TEMPLE YOUTH

Allison Merims
Youth Coordinator
JPOW
Our 4th–6th graders had a blast at our event last month! After a very successful kick-off event, JPOW students got to train like American Ninja Warriors at the Camp Jacobson obstacle course! They tried their hand at
fan-favorite obstacles from the TV show such as the quintuple steps, the spider jump, and the warped wall.
POWTY
This year’s MPOW & POWTY Teen Tuesday Chanukah Party was bigger and better than ever! At our Chanukah
Food Truck Festival, MPOW & POWTY members and their families enjoyed a doughnut wall in the main lobby,
trays and trays of latkes on tables, social action projects, community menorah lighting, and even a friendly game
of Jewpardy (Jewish Jeopardy) for teens and their families to enjoy.
We want to give a huge thank you to the following food trucks that joined us for this amazing event: Wafels
& Dinges, The Big Cheese, and Brockenzo’s Pizza. We also want to give a huge thank you to the Friends of the
Israeli Defense Forces for helping us to create and to deliver the Chanukah cards our teens and families created
for Israeli soldiers.
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THE
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR OUR RELIGIOUS
SCHOOL RECEIVED FROM THE

picutre from food truck

POWTY EVENTS (9-12 GRADES)
L’Taken: Social Justice Seminar
Friday, January 11 – Monday, January 14

JPOW EVENTS (4-6 GRADES)
Havdalah Candle Making
Saturday, January 26, 6:00 PM

Shabbat Sh’Putt Putt
Saturday, February 2, 6:30 PM

Tikkun Olam Program
Tuesday, February 12, 6:00 PM

january-february 2019
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Fund forJewish
Education
Sponsored by
Caroline & Joseph S. Gruss,
Life Monument Funds, Inc.,
UJA-Federation of New York
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
ECC CURRICULUM NIGHT
It’s hard to believe that winter is here already.
Where has the time gone? The ECC has
been busy with so many exciting events.
In November we had our Second Annual
ECC Curriculum Night. The evening began
with parents going directly to their child’s
classroom for an exciting night of learning.
The teachers created a presentation for the
families that highlighted and explained all the
developmental domains and milestones their child will be working towards achieving this year.
I am proud to say the feedback has been incredible, and the ECC teachers did a fabulous job.

Susan Flanagan-Herman
Director of the Early
Childhood Center

THANKSGIVING FEAST
Thanksgiving is always a special time at the ECC. All the children were busy preparing
foods & decorations in anticipation of their classroom feasts. One of the most important
sentiments of the holiday, were the thoughts and comments the children shared regarding
what they are thankful for.
“My baby sister.” (who is not born yet) Charlie, 3-year-old; “Peanut, Bubbe’s dog.” Nate,
3-year-old; “I am thankful (that)Ms. Amy is my teacher.” Minnie, 4-year-old; “My dog
Gatsby.” Ethan, 4-year-old; “Leaves in the fall.” Alara,
4-year-old; “Having ice cream with friends.” Ruby, 4-yearold; “I am thankful for friends and family.” Dean, 4-yearold; “My Mommy.” Scotty, 2-year-old; “Daddy.” Elias,
2-year-old; “Minnie Mouse and my sister Frankie.” Sophie,
2-year-old.

The Busy, Busy Synagogue
One of the biggest highlights this year was the creation of the digital book, The Busy, Busy
Synagogue. This book features all the wonderful people that work at The Community
Synagogue. The story is narrated by me as I take a trip around the synagogue and meet
and introduce all my friends that work in our busy, busy synagogue.
This amazing book was made possible by the generous donation given to the ECC by
Dr. Irwin Haas. The book was created in honor of his late wife, Judith. Additionally,
this book could not have been made without the support, vision and donation of
time of Jeff Weintraub and his incredible creative team that physically made the
book. I would also like to thank Nancy Tejo for making all the videos, graphic
designs and layout for the book. It truly takes a village. I am delighted to say that
every ECC family received a book for Chanukah.

8

the community synagogue making sacred connections

CHAVERIM - SENIOR FRIENDSHIP GROUP
Upcoming Trip
Nassau County Museum of
Art, “Wild Kingdom”, $12
Wednesday, January 9, 11:30 am

Chaverim Chanukah Party 2018

CHAVERIM MEMBERSHIP
Anyone can become a member of Chaverim (non-synagogue
members too.) To join the group for educational opportunities and
inspiring trips, please pay the Chaverim dues of $18 per person.
Contact Evie Schonbrun for more information, 516-767-0599.

CREATIVE CORNER
My Prayer
May the blessings
in our lives
always
be a reminder
for us
to have
compassion
for
the needs of others.

I looked for God
in the wind,
but He wasn't
there.
I looked for him
in the flame
and in the water,
but He wasn't
there.

Then I looked at
you,
and you smiled
as you said me
name,
and I knew that
God had been
right there, beside
me,
all the time.

Dave Golbert

•Develop and deepen Jewish identity and connection to
Jewish community
•Create lasting relationships with other Jewish young adults
•Make time for personal exploration and connection to passion
and purpose
•Learn
and utilize mindfulness as a tool to develop leadership,
•
self-awareness, and professional and personal skills
•Intentionally bring joy and meaning into daily life

David Golbert

Do you have a poem, essay or art work to share with the congregation?
Please make all submissions to Nancy Tejo at ntejo@commsyn.org.

d

“From Home to Home to Home”
Memoir by Gloria Glantz
Sunday, January 6, 11:00 am
Every survival story emanating from the Holocaust evokes a world
of its own. None is similar to another, although they share some
common traits, mostly of suffering and pain. But some also contain
a few, but significantly important, sparks of light—the help received
by strangers that made it possible for the narrators to survive. Come
and hear Gloria’s story of survival, through prose and poetry.
Light refreshments following.
50% of the book proceeds go back to the synagogue as a “thank you”
for all this community has meant to her and for allowing her to
return to Judaism.
january-february 2019 | 5779

Winter Series-Love Your Life, January 2, 3 & 5, 2019

Jewish young adults are invited to the MLI’s Winter Series: Love
Your Life! Each of the programs will offer a dynamic balance of
exposure to new mindfulness practices and leadership skills,
discussion & Q&A with distinguished speakers, a delicious dinner,
and opportunities for community building and networking.

•Immersive Service Trip, Spring 2019
•Summer Social Series, June, July and August, 2019
For more information contact Lindsay Ganci, Associate Director
of Education, LGanci@commsyn.org, 516.883.3144
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SISTERHOOD
As always, Fall was a busy time for Sisterhood. In October, more than 30
women and men from our synagogue participated in the Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer Walk at Jones Beach. Along with participants from
other synagogues and the Port Washington community, the “supPORT
girls” team raised nearly $20,000 for the American Cancer Society.
Perhaps it was the crazy wind that allowed the team to blow past their goal
of $17,000. Sisterhood members walked in memory of Ellen Nelson and
Dr. Nancy Dintenfass.
The Mah Jongg club has been meeting regularly during the day, but we are
always looking for more players for both daytime and evening sessions.
Our beginner Mah Jongg lessons began in late October. Sisterhood
Co-President Sharen Kam taught the classes which are helping to usher in
a whole new generation of Mah Jongg players! Beginner Canasta lessons
will begin on January 28th and will be held on Monday evenings.
The unexpected snowstorm in mid-November forced the cancellation
of our Interfaith gathering with women from the Islamic Center of Long
Island, but look for a new date coming soon!
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Mah Jongg and Canasta Club
1/9 & 2/6, 7:30 PM; 1/28, 2/25, 12:30 pm

Canasta Class
1/28, 2/4, 11, 25, 7:30 pm

Study Group, 1/14, 7:30 pm

Family Movie Night, 2/20, 5:00 pm
INCLUSION COMMITTEE

THE BEIT T’FILAH: A MORE RELAXED, INFORMAL OPTION FOR SHABBAT SERVICES
BY GAIL TUTHILL
Each week, congregants receive a notification
about worship services and each week the
listing includes, “Saturday, 10:30 AM Havurah Service Informal Worship Beit
T'filah (Old Sanctuary.)” As we strive to
create a synagogue where all members
feel included, I was wondering how many
congregants actually know about this
special option for worship.
When my son attended Religious School
and was on his way to becoming a Bar
Mitzvah, he was required to attend a
certain number of Shabbat Services each
year. Rather than attending services in the

Main Sanctuary, we were thrilled to find a
less crowded, more relaxed, informal option
in the Beit T’filah.

the elevated bima, we sat in chairs that were
placed in a horseshoe shape surrounding the
podium which was also on our floor level.

My son and I used the steps to enter the
room while others were able to enter by
way of the ramp that provides wheelchair/
walker accessibility for those who need it.
When we arrived, we were delighted to be
greeted by a warm, familiar face, a member
of our own clergy! As we looked for a
place to sit, the people who were already
there smiled, introduced themselves, and
invited us to sit with them. Rather than
finding our seats on a bench looking up to

The actual service is similar to the one
in the Main Sanctuary. Prayers are said,
songs are sung, the Torah is brought out
and read from, the Mourner’s Kaddish is
recited, and blessings over the challah and
wine are made at the conclusion.
However, there are also some key differences.
People are dressed in casual clothing and
all participants are encouraged to be active
participant in the service. They contribute
Continued on page 14
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BROTHERHOOD IN THE HOOD
PHIL SEINFELD ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE
This all started almost 30 years ago. Early
one Sunday morning, ten, mostly gray and
silver haired men from the Brotherhood of
The Community Synagogue met at King
Kullen in Port Washington. They loaded
their cars with donations of food to bring
to Our Lady of Fatima to donate to their
Parish Outreach program.
This same group and others like them
have been meeting every Sunday before
Thanksgiving since. They meet out of
respect for and in memory of Phil Seinfeld,
who passed away all too soon many years
ago. Phil started the first Brotherhood
Thanksgiving Food Drive to benefit the
Parish Outreach program in Manorhaven.
Under the direction of Sister Kathy,
Parish Outreach has been giving out
dinners for 30 years to those who are not
able to provide a Thanksgiving meal to their
families. They are not just parishioners, but
anyone who calls the Outreach and
demonstrates a need.
In other times, the Brotherhood men,
using long shopping lists, would race
through the store aisles with flying carts,
creating mayhem wherever they landed.
Some of the younger guys headed for the
turkeys. Those in their 70s and 80s would
head for the much lighter bread stuffing.
When all gathered at checkout, Bob
Richter, who took over the program after
Phil had died, would send them back to
collect what was missing.
UPCOMING EVENTS
January Board meeting
Monday, January 7, 8:00 pm
Holocaust Guest Speaker Program with
the Religious School in conjunction with
International Holocaust Memorial Day
Tuesday, January 29, 6:30 pm

january-february 2019
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Checkout was a nightmare as cashiers
tried to keep up with scanning 200-300
items; then scanning the many coupons we
had collected. Over the years, the folks at
King Kullen have helped out by pre-boxing
and tallying every item in advance, which
if truth be told, has removed some of the
excitement and mayhem.
Since King Kullen closed a couple of
years ago, Shop and Stop has helped continue
this wonderful tradition. Providing us with
the same generosity King Kullen did for
so many previous years.
Now it’s 2018, our band of brothers
loaded the crates and cartons onto SUVs
and into car trunks; then took the short
journey to the Parish parking lot on
Manorhaven Boulevard.
There, teams of volunteers led by Sister
Kathy, met us and we all moved the 40 full
dinners to kitchen freezers and onto tables
organized by food group. With our work
done, we all returned home knowing that
we left the world a little brighter that day.
Later on, that same day, the Parish opened
its doors to an abundance of families to
receive one of the turkey dinners.
Without the support of the Brotherhood of The Community Synagogue, Our
Lady of Fatima, and all of their extended
families the event wouldn’t be as strong as
it is today.
A very special thanks to Sister Kathy
and Bob Richter for keeping this tradition

Super Bowl Sunday Blood Drive
Sunday, February 3, 8 am – 2 pm

so strong for all these years. Phil Seinfeld
is looking down on everything with a
proud thankful smile on his face knowing
this extraordinary cause continues so
strong annually.
"There really is no limit to how many
dinners we could donate," said Bob Richter,
past president, "In these times, too many will
not experience the comfort of a family sitting
around a Thanksgiving dining room table.”
If anyone would like to make a charitable
donation towards these efforts, please contact
Sister Kathy of Our Lady of Fatima or Bob
Richter/Bert Tobin of the Brotherhood of
The Community Synagogue.

Volunteers who helped with the food drive.

Sukkah Raising and Take-Down in September/
October were successful events involving
Brotherhood and FLAME families – big thanks
to Jeff Greilsheimer and everyone who helped
to construct the new sukkah!

February Board meeting
Monday, February 4, 8:00 pm
Brotherhood welcomes new and returning
members to sit in at our monthly meetings.
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92ND ST Y PROGRAMMING
JEWISH NEW YORK: THE REMARKABLE STORY OF A CITY AND A PEOPLE
Wednesday, February 13, 8:00 pm
Deborah Dash Moore, Jeffrey S. Gurock, Annie Polland, Howard B. Rock and
Daniel Soyer, authors of Jewish New York: The Remarkable Story of a City and a
People, talk with Rabbi Peter Rubinstein about the history and influence of Jews
in New York.
Jewish immigrants transformed New York — building the clothing industry,
constructing apartment buildings and shaping the publishing industry and
popular culture in music, theater and the arts. With a strong sense of social
justice, New York Jews influenced the city, state and nation with a new wave
of social activism. In turn, New York transformed Judaism and stimulated
religious pluralism, Jewish denominationalism and contemporary feminism. Join us for a
discussion about these many positive influences, but also on the group’s struggles with poverty
and anti-Semitism.

The season pass is for the 5 regular
programs at just $50. Single tickets
for any one (1) performance are
$15, purchased in advance. Dessert
and beverages will be waiting for
you. Programs may be subject to
change.
Questions? Please email Bert
Tobin, btobin@optonline.net.
RSVP online at https://commsyn.
org/programs/92y-lecture-series.

OPEN MINDS

Cooking with Noshpitality
Co-sponsored by Sisterhood of The Community Synagogue

To register contact Shari Isserles at shari@commsyn.org.

COOKING WORKSHOPS
Thursdays | 9:15 am-12:00 pm | January 31 & April 4
members $36 per class | general admission $54 per class
Join us for these hands-on workshops where you will cook, eat, learn and
laugh. Each workshop will focus on a different regional cuisine with a
Jewish spin and will include some great Jewish dishes. Come cook in the
kitchen and take home recipes for your friends and family. Each workshop
includes hands-on cooking and a chance to enjoy the meal at the end of
the program.

KABBALAH

Gateways into Jewish Mysticism
Tuesdays | 9:30 am-11 am
January 8, 15, 22, 29 and February 5
free for members | general admission $10 per session | series $40
Registration information at www.commsyn.org.
Minimum enrollment – ten students.
Have you ever wanted to know more about kabbalah (Jewish
mysticism)? How can the spiritual practices of kabbalah bring
greater peace, connection and meaning? Through text and
mindful practice, this daytime course explores the mystical
connection with God and how ancient texts contain the key to
the sacred mystery of being. Discover how this ancient way of
relating to the world is relevant for our modern, busy lives.
12
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SECRETS OF THE SYNAGOGUE

HOW YEAST, MARGARINE AND THE LIRR CONTRIBUTED TO THE
BUILDING OF THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE

WHY IS THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE ALSO CALLED “THE CHIMNEYS” ?
BY GEORGIA DEYOUNG, FORMER PRESIDENT (1989-1993), HISTORIC ARCHIVES COMMITTEE
Our congregation’s history takes us
back to the early 20th century when the
railroad arrived in Port Washington.
Commuting to New York City became a
practical, new way of life: business in the
daytime; home in the evening for family
and country life.
Newcomers arrived to Port Washington
for the scenic beauty and the opportunity
to develop Neo-Tudor English style
estates complete with mansions and
elaborate landscaping. Howard Gould, the
Guggenheim families, John Philip Sousa,
William Randolph Hearst, Averill Harriman
and Mrs. Christian Holmes all purchased
large tracts of land and developed what is
known as The Gold Coast.
Mrs. Holmes (nee’ Bette Fleischman) the
daughter of Charles Fleischman, famous
for yeast and margarine manufacturing,
built “The Chimneys”, on Middle
Neck Road in 1929. Her brother, Max
Fleischman had earlier built his summer
estate, “The Lindens” also on Middle
Neck Road, which burned down in a fire
in the 1980’s.

Delft tiles in some of the classrooms on
the second floor, stained glass windows
in the hallway of the entrance to the
Religious School and also in the Kiddush
Room. Explore the wooden staircase
to the second floor and find the mast of
a 17th century ship with the inscription
carved on it—“ROB CHAPMAN
MILLER-1772”.
The basement, designed for
entertainment, featured a two lane
bowling alley, a shooting gallery, vaults
for storage, a squash court, a night club
and a swimming pool. “The Chimneys”
was home to Mrs. Holmes and her two
sons with their families until 1941.
During World War II it was used by the
US government as a Naval Officers’ Club .
In 1955 “The Chimneys” became the
home of The Community Synagogue and
the story of our congregation, continues.

Designed by Edgar I. Williams, the
name, “The Chimneys” was given to the
main house because of the number of
ornate brick and terra cotta chimneys.
(Look up and count them, you should
see seventeen.) Much of the exterior
and interior incorporated architectural
elements, imported by Mrs. Holmes, from
England and Spain. Look for beams in the
Beit T’filah, the doors to the Board Room,
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SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE
THE GOAL OF OUR COMMITTEE IS TO AFFECT SOCIAL CHANGE IN WAYS THAT FURTHER JEWISH VALUES. THE SOCIAL
ACTION COMMITTEE HAS BEEN WORKING ON A NUMBER OF INITIATIVES THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU.
THE COMMUNITY DINNERS, which
we have been providing for many years,
offers a “night out” experience for those
in our community who otherwise would
not be able to afford one. Volunteers work
tirelessly four times a year to organize
food, dancing and babysitting for these
dinners. The dinners take place at St.
Peter’s of Alcantara Church. The food is
provided by The Comfort Diner in NYC
and a DJ draws a crowd to the dance floor
each night. Unlimited Sports gives the
tweens and teens an opportunity to enjoy
sports activities and there is babysitting
available for the younger children with
crafts, stories and games. It has been
said by our guests that these dinners
are something they look forward to and
are very grateful. Volunteers help with
serving food, cleaning dishes, entertaining
children, preparing for the evening and
cleaning up at the end of the night. The
collaboration among our community
makes this a wonderful and rewarding
experience for all. To take part in the
community dinner, please contact Jessica

Wigdor at jhwigdor@gmail.com.
This past spring, we began a new program
called SUMMER TOGETHER working
with Long Island Together (LIT). LIT is
a Port Washington based group working
on various programs to help populations
on Long Island. Upon hearing about the
lack of summer camp options for children
in need of assistance, our efforts were
focused on fundraising and finding one
week camp experiences for these children.
These successful endeavors would not
have been possible without your support.
Thank you to everyone who contributed.
Another new initiative is our work with
HEBREW IMMIGRATION AID
SOCIETY (HIAS). The mission of HIAS.
is to rescue people who’s lives are in
danger for being who they are in foreign
lands. Their goals are to protect the
most vulnerable refugees, helping them
build new lives and reuniting them with
their families in safety and freedom. They
advocate for the protection of refugees
and assure that displaced people are

treated with the dignity they deserve.
Working with Temple Beth Israel, Port
Jewish Center and Reconstructionist
Synagogue of the North Shore, our Social
Action Committee is about to embark on
a project with HIAS to work directly with
a specific family. More details to follow.
The Social Action Committee is also
involved with TIKKUN OLAM OF
THE NORTH SHORE (TANS). It is an
organization of many local North Shore
Synagogues' to effect change in a local or
global way. Some projects include the
Prom Dress Drive, Neighbors Helping
Neighbors (a coat drive) and many more
charitable events.
If you have a particular interest for our
Social Action Committee or want to be
more involved, please contact Nissa Fine
(nitz12345@yahoo.com), Michele Posner
(micheleposner@hotmail.com) or Marnie
Keane (rskmkk@gmail.com). We would
love to have you join us!

INCLUSION COMMITTEE BEIT T’FILAH: Continued from page 10
to the rabbi and cantor’s discussions, ask them
questions, volunteer to read from the Torah,
share personal stories, and even make suggestions for songs and prayers.
I remember the look on my son’s face
when the rabbi called him by his name
and invited him to come up to open the
ark. I also remember the wonderful sense
of encouragement I felt from the
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congregants as they sang a special song
for me when I had my very first aliyah.
My son and I felt so comfortable in the
Beit T’filah that we decided to have his Bar
Mitzvah service there. It was one of the
best decisions we could have made. I think
that the feeling one gets from attending a
Shabbat service in the Beit T’filah can best
be explained by one of its “regulars,” Karen

Kline. “I would like to invite all members of
TCS to attend the Shabbat services held in
the Beit T’filah. I look forward to Saturday
mornings to attend this service. It is truly a
learning experience. You can feel the caring
as soon as you enter the Beit T’filah and
before you know it, you are totally involved
in the service. Come and try our service. I
guarantee you will be back!”
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THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE THEATER COMPANY

THE ADDAMS FAMILY: A KOOKY CAST

“They’re creepy and they’re kooky, mysterious and spooky, they’re altogether ooky!” The Broadway musical
sensation The Addams Family will come to Port Washington this spring courtesy of a production by The
Community Synagogue Theater Company at the Landmark Theater on Main Street.
The world of Gomez, Morticia, Uncle Fester, Wednesday, Pugsley, Grandma and Lurch come to
life in this new story, based on characters created by cartoonist Charles Addams and featured
in a TV show and movies. In the musical, the Addams family is put to the test when daughter
Wednesday falls in love with a “normal” boy, who brings his normal family, the Beinekes, to a
dinner at the Addams’ home that will change their lives forever.
CSTC boasts a cast and crew that spans from Manhattan to Huntington, but several of the leads
are right from our own talented congregation! Our newest congregant to take the stage this
year is Eden Franco, in the role of Wednesday. Jill Eisenberg returns to the stage in the role of
Morticia, Jeff Grossman is in his fourth production with CSTC in the role of Mal Beineke, Caryn
Ronis is cast in the role of Grandma, Spencer Cohen as Lurch and Joel Ronis as Uncle Fester.
Holly Simon rounds out our congregant performers as Pugsley. The Chernosky and Zlotoff
families also make a strong showing in the production. And we cannot forget the one who makes
it all happen, the incredible stage manager Jane Ronis.
Eden is excited to be part of her first CSTC production. She said has always loved this musical
and Wednesday’s song “Pulled”, has been part of her audition book. Eden has been in high school
shows, Port Summer Show, Shining Studios productions and three off-Broadway shows. “This is
what I want to do for a career," she says. Eden receives a lot of support from her musically talented
parents and is excited to start hearing from the colleges to which she applied, that have top musical
theater programs. We wish her the best of luck!
Some of the cast members have been with CSTC since its beginning four years ago. The cast
members have become like a family, with new members added each year, and can frequently be
found performing together at Sullivan’s Quay’s Karaoke night.

Mark your calendars for April 4, 6 & 7 at Landmark on Main Street.
  

STORY
TIME
MissAmy

with

SHABBAT SCHMOOZE
January 4, 18, February 1, 7:30 pm
Wine, cheese and conversation.
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TOT SHABBAT January 11, 5:30 pm
A taste of Shabbat with prayer, crafts
and dinner for children ages 6 and
under and their families.

STORY TIME WITH MISS AMY
February 3, 9:00 am Our story time
program engages families in their Jewish
journey. All children ages 2-6 invited.
Open to the community.
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DONATIONS

September 1-November 15, 2018

One that sows Tzedakah has a sure reward.
PROVERBS 11:18

We gratefully acknowledge support to The Community Synagogue through
contributions to our many funds and sincerely thank the following:
BOOK FUND

Arthur & Marion Cohen In appreciation of The
Community Synagogue for the High Holiday Honor
Arthur & Marion Cohen In memory of Sofia Cohen
(Yahrzeit)
Arthur & Marion Cohen In memory of Stanley
Cohen (Yahrzeit)
Chip Welsh & Melissa Schildhouse Welsh In
memory of Arnold Lashin
Elaine Byron In memory of Lawrence Bober
Stevan & Michelle Roberts In memory of Tess
Pollack (Yahrzeit)

ECC FUND

Adam & Debbie Landskowsky In honor of Houman
& Dahlia Danesh on the naming of their daughter,
Ruby Leora
Daniel & Samantha Claster In memory of Bernard
Gurtman
David & Charlotte Cohen In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
David & Donna Stricker In honor of Bari Ziegel and
Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter
and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
David & Donna Stricker In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Elaine Byron In honor of Bari Ziegel and Norma &
Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Jeffrey & Joan Grant In honor of Bari Ziegel and
Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter
and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Jeffrey & Joan Grant In memory of Stanley J. Sanders
Josh & Robin Milgrim In honor of Bari Ziegel and
Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter
and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Keivan & Thea Farhadian In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Larry & Ellen Cohen In honor of Bari Ziegel on the
birth of her granddaughter
Len & Jill Berman In honor of the birth of their son,
Noah Max
Maxine Zinder In honor of Bari Ziegel on the birth
of her granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Mitchel & Arlene Maidman In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Richard & Karen Dankner In honor of Bari
Ziegel and Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their
granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Richard & Karen Dankner In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
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Richard & Karen Dankner In memory of Bernard
Gurtman
Richard & Karen Dankner In memory of Seymour
“Sy” Barasch
Russell & Judy Thal In honor of Bari Ziegel and Norma
& Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Russell & Judy Thal In honor of Fred & Ann Axelrod on
the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia Rose Mendel
Scott & Ilissa Reich In honor of Bari Ziegel and Norma
& Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Stephen & Betsy Kurcias In honor of Bari Ziegel and
Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter
and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Susan Kaufman In honor of Bari Ziegel and Norma
& Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Ted & Janet Knopp In memory of Nora Jasper
The Lessans Family In memory of Bernard Gurtman
The Lessens Family In honor of Fred & Ann Axelrod on
the birth of their granddaughterm Amelia Rose Mendel

ENDOWMENT FUND

Fran Richter In honor of Howard Schiff ’s 70th
Birthday
Howard & Debbie Schiff In honor of Bari Ziegel and
Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter
and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Howard & Debbie Schiff In honor of Lee & Rebecca
Brodsky on the birth of their son, Noah Max
Howard & Debbie Schiff In memory of Arnold
Lashin
Howard & Debbie Schiff Speedy recovery to Peter
Forman
Larry & B. Helft In honor of Bari Ziegel and Norma
& Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Larry & B. Helft In honor of Fred & Ann Axelrod on
the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia Rose Mendel
Larry & B. Helft In honor of Mark & Stefanie
Shulman-Calem on the engagement of their daughter,
Samantha, to Matthew Kent

MITZVAH CORPS FUND

Arline Isaacs In memory of Dean Plotnick
Arline Isaacs In memory of Melita & Edward Isaacs
(Yahrzeit)
Jesse & Yael Sommer In memory of Eugene Sommer
(Yahrzeit)
Josh & Lisa Hershman In memory of Martin “Marty” Fink
Keith & Ruth Geismar In memory of Arnold Lashin
Len & Jill Berman In honor of Fred & Ann Axelrod on
the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia Rose Mendel
Len & Jill Berman In memory of Deborah “Debbie” Safer”

Len & Jill Berman In memory of Ellen Goodman
Len & Jill Berman In memory of Seymour “Sy”
Barasch
Len & Jill Berman Speedy recovery to Peter Forman
Mace & Debbie Blicksilver In honor of Marcia
Conescu’s 90th Birthday
Seth Ader & Dawn Berkowitz-Ader In memory of
Arnold Lashin
Seth Ader & Dawn Berkowitz-Ader In memory of
Martin “Marty” Fink
Stephen & Denise Silverstein In memory of Alice
Wallack

MUSIC FUND

Bill & Cynthia Magazine In memory of Joyce Cohen
Len & Jill Berman In memory of Joyce Cohen
Marcia Conescu In memory of Joyce Cohen
Maxine Zinder In memory of Joyce Cohen
Michael & Doreen Berne In honor of Cantor Franco,
Choir & Vladmir
Miles & Gloria Glantz In honor of the Clergy for the
wonderful High Holy Day services
Peter & Maris Gordon In memory of Stanley J.
Sanders
Randy & Marcy Todd In appreciation of Cantor
Franco
Randy & Marcy Todd In appreciation of Cantor Sam
Rosen
Steve & Judi Zarkin & Family In memory of Julius &
Minnie Helfstein (Yahrzeit)

POWTY FUND

David & Irma Feldman In honor of Michael
Friedland VP
Evan & JB Mallah In memory of Arnold Lashin
Evan & JB Mallah In memory of Martin “Marty” Fink
Fran Richter In honor of Arline Isaacs’
granddaughter, Molly Edelblum’s, Confirmation
J.D. & Deborah Friedland In memory of Arnold
Lashin
J.D. & Deborah Friedland In memory of Jennyhe
Friedland (Yahrzeit)
J.D. & Deborah Friedland In memory of Rita
Treskunov
Josh & Robin Milgrim In memory of Arnold Lashin

RABBIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND

Aaron Alpert In memory of my dear wife, Vicki
Alpert, my father and mother, Nathan and Janet
Alpert, and my in-laws, Don and Madlyn Braverman
(Yaahrzeit)
Adam & Evy Cirker In memory of Stanley J. Sanders
Alan & Alison Perlmutter In appreciation of Rabbi
Zeplowitz

Continued on page 17
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September 1-November 15, 2018
Continued from page 16
Alice Semouha-Aboody In memory of Naima
Aboody (Yahrzeit)
Andrew & Nancy Gordon In memory of Martin
“Marty” Fink
Andy & Amy Sirotkin In honor of Rabbi Z officiating
at Danny & Emily’s wedding
Andy & Elaine Pesky In memory of Gail Sadin
Barry & Janet Boxer In memory of Morris Levine
(Yahrzeit)
Bernie & Paula Cohn In honor of Rabbi Z
Bernie & Paula Cohn In memory of Sol Kress
(Yahrzeit)
Beth Mohr In memory of Joyce Cohen
Bill & Cynthia Magazine In honor of Elaine Byron’s
daughter, Janet’s, marriage to Steve
Daniel & Gail Barasch In appreciation of Rabbi Z
for all his kindness in helping the family deal with the
passing of Seymour Barasch
Dorothy Weintraub & Harold Sokoloff In honor of
Steven & Mina Weiner’s 60th anniversary
Edgar & Mindy Salas In memory of Jayde Ruderfer
(Yahrzeit)
Ellen Savran In honor of Marcia Conescu’s 90th
birthday
Ellen Savran In honor of Steven & Judi Zarkin’s
granddaughter, Amy Lederer, & her teammates
bringing home the Gold in Soccer in the Inaugural
Maccabi Youth Games in Israel.
Ellen Savran In memory of Ellen Goodman
Eric & Pam Rothman In memory of Marilyn
Rothman (Yahrzeit)
Evan Goldman & Michele Posner-Goldman In
memory of Julia Posner (Yahrzeit)
Fran Richter In honor of Seena Lewis’ son, Jason’s,
marriage to Kelli Klasko
Fred & Margie Lieberman In memory of Nancy
Dintenfass
George Golub & Faith Norwick In honor of Bari
Ziegel and Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their
granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Herb Altman In honor of Marcia Conescu’s 90th
birthday
Howard Fleischman In memory of Harry
Fleischman (Yahrzeit)
Howard Fleischman In memory of Grace
Fleischman (Yahrzeit)
Jane Rubin In appreciation of Rabbi Zeplowitz
Janet de Winter In honor of Bari Ziegel and Norma
& Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Janet de Winter In memory of Alice Wallack
Jeff & Leslie Heifetz In appreciation of Rabbi Z for
officiating at Allison & Jason’s wedding
Jeffrey & Joan Grant In memory of Arnold Lashin
Joel & Leslie Fenigstein In honor of Steven &
Judi Zarkin’s granddaughter, Amy Lederer, & her
teammates bringing home the Gold in Soccer in the
Inaugural Maccabi Youth Games in Israel
Karen Kline In honor of Stephen & Maggie Hand on
their daughter, Alexandra’s, wedding
Keith & Corinne Solomon In appreciation of Rabbi
Z for preparing Rebecca for her Bat Mitzvah
Keivan & Thea Farhadian In memory of Dean
Plotnick
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Lloyd & Michelle and Lori Lefcourt In memory of
Dean Plotnick
Lori Bernstein In memory of Allen J. Berrnstein
(Yahrzeit)
Lynne Lieblein In memory of Gail Sadin
Mark & Jill Eisenberg In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Michael & Dana Blum In honor of Lee & Rebecca
Brodsky on the birth of their son, Noah Max
Michael & Doreen Berne In honor of Rabbi Z and
Rabbi Sam
Michael & Judith Levy In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Michael & Judith Levy In honor of Karen Kline’s
upcoming birthday
Miles & Gloria Glantz In appreciation of the Clergy
for the wonderful services, sermons and songs
Miles & Gloria Glantz In appreciation of Deena
Katz’s efforts for The Community Synagogue
Miles & Gloria Glantz In appreciation of Rabbi Z for
his kindness to Gloria and promoting her book
Mitch & Judy Maiman In honor of Andy & Amy
Sirotkin on Danny and Emily’s wedding
Mitch & Judy Maiman In honor of Marcia Conescu’s
90th Birthday
Mitch & Judy Maiman In memory of Dean Plotnick
Mitch & Judy Maiman Speedy recovery to Peter Forman
Randy & Marcy Todd In appreciation of Rabbi
Zeplowitz
Richard & Joyce Bram In appreciation of Rabbi Z
Thank you for your time
Robert & Miriam Caslow In honor of Marcia
Conescu’s 90th birthday
Roger & Anat Warren In appreciation of the lovely
grounds at The Community Synagogue
Spencer & Linda Cohen In appreciation of Rabbi Z
Spencer & Linda Cohen In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Spencer & Linda Cohen In honor of Josh & Amy
Kuriloff on the engagement of Morgan & Paige
Stan & Anne Bratskeir In honor of Clara’s naming
and Chase becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Stan Merjan In honor of Stephen & Mina Weiner’s
60th Anniversary
Stephen & Denise Silverstein In honor of Mark
Calem & Stefanie Shulman-Calem on the engagement
of their daughter, Samantha, to Matthew Kent
Stephen & Denise Silverstein In honor of Keivan & Thea
Farhadian on the birth of their grandson, Ezra Noah
Stephen & Maggie Hand In appreciation of the
Clergy for the High Holy Days
Stephen & Maggie Hand In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Stephen & Maggie Hand In honor of Gloria Glantz
on the publication of her book
Stephen & Maggie Hand Speedy recovery to Peter
Forman
Suzanne Reissman In honor of Rabbi Zeplowitz
The Rachel Schwartz Book Group In honor of
Marcia Conescu’s 90th birthday

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

Adam & Debbie Landskowsky In honor of Houman
& Dahlia Danesh on the naming of their daughter,
Ruby Leora
David & Barbara Dash In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Mark & Jill Eisenberg In memory of Ellen Goodman
Maxine Zinder In honor of Norma & Len Ziegel on the
birth of their great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Richard & Arlee Weiss and Family In memory of
Alice Wallack
Richard & Arlee Weiss In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Richard & Arlee Weiss In memory of Melvin Weiss
(Yahrzeit)

SAFETY & SECURITY FUND

Phil Sivin
Andrew & Danielle Greenberg
Matt & Glori Steinberg
Maxine Zinder
Steven & Karen Seltzer In memory of Ralph Zeltzer
(Yahrzeit)
Warren & Nina Bernstein In memory of William W.
Landsberg (Yahrzeit)
Warren & Nina Bernstein In memory of Muriel
Landsberg (Yahrzeit)
Jeff & Melissa Chernosky
Randy & Marcy Todd In honor of Bari Ziegel and
Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter
and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul

SYNAGOGUE FUND

Adam & Amy Flisser In appreciation of High Holy
Day Honors received
Alan & Marion Hirsch In memory of Charles
Cornwell (Yahrzeit)
Alan & Marion Hirsch In memory of Jack Hirsch
(Yahrzeit)
Alan & Marion Suekoff In honor of Ann & Fred
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Alan & Marion Suekoff In honor of Marcia
Conescu’s 90th Birthday
Alice Semouha-Aboody In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Andy & Amy Sirotkin In honor of Josh & Amy
Kuriloff on their daughter, Morgan’s, engagement to
Paige Kunikoff
Andy & Amy Sirotkin In honor of Len & Ellyn
Novick’s son, Greg’s, engagement to Elise Hassan
Andy & Amy Sirotkin In honor of Mark Calem &
Stefanie Shulman-Calem on the engagement of their
daughter, Samantha, to Matthew Kent
Andy & Amy Sirotkin In honor of Steven & Andrea
Siegel on the engagement of their son, Matthew, to
Gabrielle Massoth
Andy & Amy Sirotkin In memory of Joyce Cohen
Andy & Amy Sirotkin In memory of Nancy
Dintenfass

Continued on page 18
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Continued from page 17
Andy & Elaine Pesky In memory of Martha
Hirschheimer (Yahrzeit)
Arline Isaacs In memory of Gail Sadin
Bari Ziegel & Gary Weiss In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Bari Ziegel & Gary Weiss In honor of Lee & Rebecca
Brodsky on the birth of their son, Noah Max
Bari Ziegel & Gary Weiss In honor of Nancy
Dintenfass
Bari Ziegel & Gary Weiss In memory of Bruce Siegel
Bari Ziegel & Gary Weiss In memory of Dean
Plotnick
Bari Ziegel & Gary Weiss In memory of Helen Haber
Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In memory of Alice
Wallack
Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In memory of Dean
Plotnick
Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In memory of Gail
Sadin
Bernie & Paula Cohn In appreciation of Bari Ziegel
Brad & Tracy Widolok In memory of Stanley J.
Sanders
Charles & Janet Ernst In memory of Sharon
Goldstein (Yahrzeit)
Craig & Cynthia Kugel In honor of Rabbi Zeplowitz
Dave & Gail Golbert In honor of Deena Katz
David & Barbara Dash In honor of Bari Ziegel
and Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their
granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace
Moul
David & Barbara Dash In memory of Charles Dash
(Yahrzeit)
David & Charlotte Cohen In honor of Mark Calem
& Stefanie Shulman-Calem on the engagement of
their daughter, Samantha, to Matthew Kent
David & Gebeth Morton In honor of Bari Ziegel
and Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their
granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace
Moul
Debbie Buglisi In memory of Rebecca Felch
(Yahrzeit)
Dorothy Weintraub In memory of Florence
Glassman (Yahrzeit)
Dorothy Weintraub In memory of Molly Salutsky
(Yahrzeit)
Douglas Gittleman & Fran Schneider In memory of
Jerome Schneider (Yahrzeit)
Eddie & Leslie Seidner In honor of Bari Ziegel
and Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their
granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace
Moul
Edward & Helen Berkun In memory of Alice
Wallack
Edward & Phyllis Schieber In memory of Gail Sadin
Edward & Phyllis Schieber In memory of Rae
Schieber (Yahrzeit)
Edward & Phyllis Schieber In memory of Steve
Hurwitz’ mother
Elaine Byron In honor of Marcia Conescu’s 90th
birthday
Elliott Kahn In memory of Marion Kahn (Yahrzeit)
Erik & Deena Katz In honor of Andy & Amy
Sirotkin on Danny Emily’s Wedding

Erik & Deena Katz In honor of Lee & Rebecca
Brodsky and Gavin, Jacob & Liv on the birth of their
son and brother, Noah Max
Fran Richter In honor of Len & Jill Berman on the
birth of their grandson, Jack Miles Alter
Fran Richter In memory of Susan Lipton and Mel
Schnell (Yahrzeit)
Fran Richter Speedy recovery to Janet Dankowitz
Fred & Ann Axelrod In honor of Keivan & Thea
Farhadian on the birth of their grandson, Ezra Noah
Fred & Ann Axelrod In memory of Alice Wallack
Fred & Ann Axelrod In memory of Dean Plotnick
Fred & Ann Axelrod In memory of Deborah
“Debbie” Safer
Hal & Rochelle Lipton In memory of Irma Rapaport
(Yahrzeit)
Harvey & Barbara Fishman In honor of Bari
Ziegel and Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their
granddaughter and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace
Moul
Harvey & Barbara Fishman In memory of Nathan
Dodell
Harvey & Barbara Fishman In memory of Solomon
David Fishman (Yahrzeit)
Howard & April Furst In memory of Nathan
Schneiderman (Yahrzeit)
Ira & Kathy Zankel In memory of Joseph Paige
(Yahrzeit)
Janet de Winter In honor of Marcia Conescu’s 90th
Birthday
Janet de Winter In memory of Dean Plotnick
Janet de Winter In memory of Ida Goldstick
(Yahrzeit)
Jay & Julie Epstein In honor of Bari Ziegel and Norma
& Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Jay & Julie Epstein In memory of Martin “Marty” Fink
Jerry & Marcia Kirschenbaum In memory of
Alexander Schlussel (Yahrzeit)
Joan Brenner In memory of Viola Greenberg
(Yahrzeit)
Jonathan & Marcie Zack In memory of Seymour
“Sy” Barasch
Josh & Robin Milgrim In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Joshua & Libby Posner In memory of Bernice Seltzer
(Yahrzeit)
Joshua & Libby Posner In memory of Susan
Koppelman (Yahrzeit)
Karen Kline In appreciation of The Office Staff of The
Community Synagogue
Keith & Ruth Geismar In memory of Ellen
Goodman
Keith & Ruth Geismar In memory of Zlata Abelsky
(Yahrzeit)
Keith & Sara Kindler In memory of Toby Dicker
(Yahrzeit)
Larry & Flo Haar In honor of Bari Ziegel and Norma
& Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Larry & Flo Haar In memory of Dean Plotnick
Larry & Flo Haar In memory of Herman M. Haar
(Yahrzeit)

Larry & Pam Tarica In honor of Fred & Ann Axelrod
on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia Rose
Mendel
Larry & Pam Tarica In honor of Josh & Amy Kuriloff
on the engagement of Morgan to Paige
Larry & Pam Tarica In honor of Mark Calem &
Stefanie Shulman-Calem on the engagement of their
daughter, Samantha, to Matthew Kent
Larry & Pam Tarica In honor of Steven & Andrea
Siegel on the engagement of their son, Matthew, to
Gabrielle Massoth
Larry & Pam Tarica In honor of Steven & Judi
Zarkin’s granddaughter, Amy Lederer, & her
teammates bringing home the Gold in Soccer in the
Inaugural Maccabi Youth Games in Israel.
Larry & Pam Tarica In memory of Alice Wallack
Larry & Pam Tarica In memory of Dean Plotnick
Larry & Pam Tarica In memory of Ellen Goodman
Lloyd & Michelle Lefcourt In honor of Allison
Greilsheimer becoming a Bat Mitzvah
Lucille Rabinowitz In memory of Alan Rabinowitz
(Yahrzeit)
Marc & Peggy Silbert In memory of Maxine Half
(Yahrzeit)
Marc & Peggy Silbert In memory of Robert Half
(Yahrzeit)
Marcia Conescu In memory of Arthur Conescu
(Yahrzeit)
Mark Calem & Stefanie Shulman-Calem In honor
of Marcia Conescu’s 90th Birthday
Marylyn Lamstein In appreciation of the Open
Minds Program
Marylyn Lamstein In memory of Ben Lamstein
(Yahrzeit)
Maxine Zinder In memory of Lucille Hirsch & Jean
Zinder (Yahrzeit)
Michael & Cynthia Rubinberg In memory of Gerard
Post
Michael & Doreen Berne In honor of Marcia
Conescu’s 90th birthday
Michael & Doreen Berne In honor of Marcia
Conescu’s 90 Birthday
Michael & Doreen Berne In memory of Sara
Schwartz (Yahrzeit)
Michael & Jill Bizenov In memory of S. William
Friedman (Yahrzeit)
Michael & Lisa Epstein In memory of Herman
Epstein (Yahrzeit)
Michael & Lisa Epstein In memory of Lillian Epstein
(Yahrzeit)
Michael Gehl & Carlie Parsoff Gehl In memory of
Larry Feinblum’s grandmother
Michael Molk In memory of Loretta Molk (Yahrzeit)
Miles & Gloria Glantz In memory of Dean Plotnick
Miles & Gloria Glantz In memory of Rose Glantz
(Yahrzeit)
Neil Seiden & Janet Wolf In honor of Bari Ziegel and
Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter
and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Neil Seiden & Janet Wolf In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birh of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel
Nicholas Diakow & Renee Laffer In memory of
Josephine Diakow (Yahrzeit)
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Paul & Jill Fishbin In honor of Bari Ziegel and Norma
& Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter and
great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Peter & Joyce Mandelkern In honor of Lucas
Milgrim becoming a Bar Mitzvah
Peter & Joyce Mandelkern In memory of Ellen
Goodman
Peter & Joyce Mandelkern In memory of Seymour
“Sy” Barasch
Peter & Maris Gordon In memory of Stanley Ross
(Yahrzeit)
Rachele Bodner In appreciation of Rabbi Zeplowitz
Randy & Marcy Todd In appreciation of Bari Ziegel
Randy & Marcy Todd In appreciation of Deena Katz
Richard & Dara Underberg In memory of Ellen
Schnoll Amchin (Yahrzeit)
Richard & Karen Dankner In memory of Karen
Siris’ mother
Richard & Karen Dankner Speedy recovery to Peter
Forman
Rick & Lynn Sirow In memory of Sanford Wallack
(Yahrzeit)
Robert & Miriam Caslow In memory of Deborah
“Debbie” Safer
Robert & Miriam Caslow In memory of Ellen Goodman

Robert & Sally Corriel In memory of Hilda Corriel
(Yahrzeit)
Ron & Diana Ezring In appreciation of the Clergy
leading wonderful High Holiday services
Sally Pass In memory of Harry Zelkin’s mother
Sara Weiss In memory of Charles Culver (Yahrzeit)
Shelly & Deborah Gruber In memory of Christina
Gruber (Yahrzeit)
Spencer & Linda Cohen In memory of Seymour “Sy”
Barasch
Stan & Eileen Ronell In memory of Dorothy Escoe
(Yahrzeit)
Stephen & Betsy Kurcias In memory of Gail Sadin
Stephen & Maggie Hand In memory of Albert Hand
(Yahrzeit)
Steve & Linda Rand In memory of Ann Rand
(Yahrzeit)
Steven Slutzky & Marjorie Yelon-Slutzky In
memory of Alice Wallack
Susan Kaufman In memory of David Kaufman
(Yahrzeit)
Terry Stevens In memory of Shirley Kaplan
(Yahrzeit)

THEATER FUND

Joel & Jane Ronis In memory of Ellen Goodman
Joel & Jane Ronis In memory of Rita Treskunov
Ralphie Alarcon & Caryn Ronis In memory of Rita
Tresnukov

TZEDAKAH/SOCIAL ACTION FUND

Charles & Janet Ernst In memory of Arnold Lashin
Chip Welsh & Melissa Schildhouse Welsh In
memory of Stanley J. Sanders
Michael Alfano & Jodi Okun-Alfano In honor of
Bari Ziegel on the birth of her granddaughter, Leni
Grace Moul
Michael Alfano & Jodi Okun-Alfano In honor of
Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their greatgranddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Spencer & Linda Cohen In honor of Bari Ziegel and
Norma & Len Ziegel on the birth of their granddaughter
and great-granddaughter, Leni Grace Moul
Steve Gottlieb In memory of Donald Lerner
(Yahrzeit)
Warren & Nina Bernstein In honor of Fred & Ann
Axelrod on the birth of their granddaughter, Amelia
Rose Mendel

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO
Roger and Anat Warren for their donation of azaleas along
the Learning Center’s western wall.
Denise and Stephen Silverstein for their donation of ferns for
our front lobby.
Karen Kline for very generously providing the Main Office
staff with four weeks of Shabbat challah.
Minuteman of Port Washington for the beautifully designed
High Holy Day Tickets.

MAZEL TOV
Amy Lederer, granddaughter to Judi & Steven Zarkin, and
her teammates, participated in the Inaugural Maccabi Youth
Games in Israel, represented the USA Soccer Team and brought
home the Gold Medal! These Maccabi Youth Games provide
the athletes an opportunity to compete internationally and
connect with other Jewish athletes from around the world.

Mario Fischetti Nurseries for their donation of a Japanese
Snowbell tree to the right of the front entrance in memory of
the 11 killed at Congregation Etz Chaim in Pittsburgh.
Marjorie and Barry Jaffe for their donation of a Weeping
Japanese Maple tree on the hill outside the Main Sanctuary, as
a “Tree of Life” in remembrance of the victims at Congregation
Etz Chaim.
If you are interested in volunteering, please call, 516-883-3144.
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CORRECTION NOTICE
NEW BIBLE ACQUISITION
The original article printed in Nov/Dec Connections
incorrectly named the family Goldstein, it should
be Goodstein in all instances. Our apologizes to the
Entwistle and Goodstein families.
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Connect With Us!
Like Us on Facebook:
www.facebook.com/TheCommunitySynagogue
Tweet with us:
@zrabbi
Visit our website: www.commsyn.org
Email: info@commsyn.org
TCS Blog - Read and comment
https://commsyn.org/blogs/tcs

