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From the Rabbi’s Study
Rabbi Danny Burkeman
I sometimes
wonder what
someone would
think if the
first time they
stepped into
a synagogue
happened to
coincide with
the celebration of Purim.
They would
see Judaism as a carnival, with
people dressed up in a variety of
colorful costumes. They would
witness a Judaism filled with
noise, as people cheer and boo

the heroes and villains of our
story. And they might even see
Judaism as a religion which
really enjoys drinking (it is said
in the Talmud that on Purim a
person should drink so that they
no longer know the difference
between “cursed is Haman” and
“blessed is Mordechai”).
Purim stands out in the
Jewish calendar as a rather
unique festival; we really have
no other festival to which it can
be compared. In some ways it is
our own little piece of “March
Madness.”
I have always loved Purim.

As a child it was one of the
highlights of our Jewish day
school calendar. All the children
would arrive in a wonderful
array of costumes for the Purim
fancy dress parade (my personal
favorite was when my mother
made me a costume to be an
airplane). And on what other
day of the year were we allowed
to shout out, stamp our feet, and
generally make as much noise
as possible in the synagogue? It
was also a story, which I enjoyed
as a child; it had its heroes
with Mordecai and Esther,
the wicked villain Haman,

and the comedy character of
Achashverosh. What more could
a child want?
The challenge with Purim is
that the Purim story of my childhood did not necessarily match
up with the Purim story I began
to discover later in my teenage
years. The characters remained
the same, but the story did not
end with celebration at the
hanging of Haman, instead the
story contained massacres of the
enemies of the Jews throughout
Achashverosh’s kingdom. This
Rabbi continued on page 10

Honoring Our Founders and Charter Members
Guest Speaker: Rabbi Eugene Borowitz
Friday, March 16 • 8 pm
Services led by Chaverim (Synagogue “Seniors”)
Rabbi Borowitz, our founding rabbi, is widely acknowledged as the “dean” of Jewish
philosophers and theologians of our time. The Community Synagogue had part-time rabbis
at its founding in 1952, but Rabbi Borowitz was the first full-time rabbi, and during his
tenure the congregation grew rapidly. He has taught at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion since 1962. The Jewish Publication Society included him in its Scholars
of Distinction series by publishing a selection of his papers over the past fifty years, and the
National Foundation for Jewish Culture awarded him its medal for lifetime Jewish Cultural
Achievement for his work in the field of Jewish thought.
At the Oneg Shabbat following services memorabilia and photos from our congregation's
past will be on view.
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Affiliated with the

T’fillot •  (Worship Services)
Shabbat Titzaveh~Zachor •

Purim •
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Thursday, March 8
Purim Carnival�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 3:30 pm
Megillah Reading �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 5:00 pm

Shabbat Ki Tisa •

ta, hf

Friday, March 9
“Second Shabbes”–Family Services�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 6:30 pm
Worship for the young and young at heart with lots of music, spirit and energy!
Saturday, March 10 (Exodus 25:1-27:19; Haftarah – I Kings 18:1-39)
Shabbat Morning (Main Sanctuary)������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
B’nai Mitzvah: Emma Furst & Matthew Kam
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
Kiddush Lunch sponsored by Sisterhood

Shabbat Vayakhel-Pikudei •
Shabbat Parah • vrp

for weekly updates,
monthly calendar,
the Bulletin online,
& photos:

hsuep~kvehu

Friday, March 16
Erev Shabbat����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 8:00 pm
Guest Speaker: Rabbi Eugene Borowitz
Shabbat Honoring our “Founder” and “Charter” members
Services led by Chaverim
Saturday, March 17 (Exodus 35:1-40:38 ~ Haftarah: Ezekiel 36:22-36)
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

Shabbat Vayikra ~ HaChodesh •
Rosh Hodesh Nisan • ixhb asj

asjv~trehu
atr

Friday, March 23
Erev Shabbat ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 8:00 pm
“Shabbat Rocks”–A new, unique musical Shabbat experience
Saturday, March 24 (Leviticus 1:1-5:26 ~ Haftarah: Ezekiel 45:16-25)
Shabbat Morning (Main Sanctuary)������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
B’nai Mitzvah: Adam Keltz & Stephanie Rothberg
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

Shabbat Tzav~HaGadol •

Check Our Website...

rufz~vum,

Friday, March 2
Erev Shabbat ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 8:00 pm
Rabbi Zeplowitz: “The Hitler Principle – The Rise of Anti-Jewish Rhetoric in America”
Saturday, March 3 (Exodus 21:1-24:18 ~ Haftarah: Esther 7:1-10; 8:15-17)
Shabbat Morning (Main Sanctuary)������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
B’nai Mitzvah: Noah Ehren & Justin Mayers
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

kusdv~um

Friday, March 30
Erev Shabbat����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 8:00 pm
Choir Shabbat
Saturday, March 31 (Leviticus 6:1-8:36 ~ Haftarah: Malachi 3:4-24)
Shabbat Morning (Main Sanctuary)������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
Bat Mitzvah: Miranda Tanenbaum
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

www.commsyn.org
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President’s Letter Larry Helft

Volunteer — It’s Good for Your Health and
May Make You Happier!
If you find the time and
place to share your talents
and skills, it will help others
and be good for you as well.
A review of more than fifty
scientific and medical studies
indicated that people who
helped others can end up
being happier and healthier.
A recent study published
by the American Psychiatric Association
has shown that people who volunteer for
the right reasons (either unselfish motives
or to make social connections) live longer
than those who don’t. Previous research has
shown that volunteers function better and
have lower rates of depression and heart
disease. In 2010, United Healthcare did a
survey of almost 2000 volunteers and found
these startling results:
▪▪ 94% said it builds self-esteem
▪▪ 93% said it keeps them physically
active
▪▪ 89% said it improves their sense of
well-being
▪▪ 83% said it improves physical health
▪▪ 73% said it lowers stress
So why is volunteering so good for you?
The data seems to indicate that attending to
others’ needs while coming from a place of
sincerity (not expecting anything in return)
helps the helpers look beyond their own
problems. It creates a “glow of giving” in the
terms of one psychiatrist, tapping into “the
psychic energy of goodness.” The Rabbi at

my last synagogue, Marc Gellman, put it a
bit differently. He said, “The reward of the
mitzvah is the mitzvah itself.”
Our liturgy teaches that “the Torah is
a Tree of Life and all who hold fast to it
are happy.” Gallup polls have shown that
religious people tend to be happier than
non-religious ones. Clearly, there is more
to religion than just caring for and helping
others. However, this is an important component. Practicing acts of kindness, visiting
the sick, helping the needy, and welcoming the stranger are important pillars of
Judaism.
Here at the Community Synagogue we
are blessed with a large number of congregants who volunteer their time and effort.
Community Dinners for the less fortunate,
Mitzvah Day projects to help a host of
causes, visiting the sick in our synagogue
family, bringing latkes and children singing songs at Hanukkah to nursing home
residents, the wonderful tzedakah projects
our B’Nai Mitzvah students perform, collecting food and clothing for the Interfaith
Nutrition Network, gathering Judaica for
synagogues that are less fortunate, raising
money for Mazon, the Jewish organization
that fights hunger, and tutoring students
in our high school are but a few examples
of how our congregants volunteer. We are
proud of all that we do. It is even better
knowing that volunteering is good for you!
Larry

Congregational Israel Trip:
Hanukkah in the Holy Land

Principally Speaking
Shari Isserles, Director of Education
Purim is a fun and joyous
celebration. We are
commanded to eat, drink
and be merry. I hope you
enjoy some fun Purim
facts I have listed below as
well as a picture of my first Purim
costume!
Hag Sameach!
Some Fun Facts About Purim:
▪▪ There is a street in Tel Aviv called
“Queen Esther Street”.
▪▪ In Deuteronomy 25:19, we are commanded: “You shall blot out the
remembrance of Amalek from under
heaven; you shall never forget.”
Amalek is the historic enemy of the
Jews, and Haman is a descendant of
Amalek. This is why as we listen to
the Megillah we blot out Haman’s
name with graggers, foot stamping
and shouting.
▪▪ Haman’s name is mentioned 54 times
in the Megillah—that’s a lot of foot
stamping, booing, hissing and gragger
twirling.
▪▪ Haman had ten sons; when their
names are read from the Megillah, it
is tradition to read them quickly and
without taking a breath.
▪▪ The longest verse in the Bible is found
in the Book of Esther (8:9). It has 43
words in Hebrew and 90 words in
English.
▪▪ The Jewish women’s organization
“Hadassah” was founded on Purim.
Hadassah was Esther’s Hebrew name.
▪▪ All the letters in the Hebrew alephbet are found in one verse in the Book
of Esther (3:13).

February 2013 with Rabbi Irwin Zeplowitz
Connect with the Land of Israel with family and friends over the February school break.
Take a jeep tour of the Golan, participate in an archaeological dig uncovering pottery from
the Hellenistic period of 2300 years ago and experience Hanukkah where it all began. Taste
the most delicious treats at Rabbi Z’s favorite Jerusalem hideaways, and take in the power of
Israel with your Rabbi.
This tour will provide opportunities for adults and children to have separate, ageappropriate programming, as well as include engaging, educational group experiences for all
ages. This will not just be a vacation, but an unforgettable and life-changing experience!
If you are interested contact Faith at (516) 883-3144, ext. 328 or fnorwick@commsyn.org.

My First Purim
Costume
Ever!!!
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Sisterhood News

Attention All
Mah Jongg Lovers!

March is a bonus month with two highlights. On Saturday, March 10th we will honor
our own Yvette Bergman at a special luncheon following Torah Study with the Women’s
Commentary and the Havurah service. Yvette has been a mainstay of Sisterhood for
many years as a past Sisterhood president, co-chair of the Programming and Nominating
Committees, and many other roles too numerous to list. She is also active in the synagogue,
currently co-chairing the 60th Anniversary Torah writing project. Please come to show your
appreciation of this very special woman who tends to operate behind the scenes, always
quiet and unassuming yet immensely capable and dedicated. She is truly a gem.
Our other highlight of the month is a Women’s Seder on March 27th at 7:00 pm, to be celebrated with the Sisterhood of Temple Judea. We hope many of you will join us for a lively
and inspiring evening complete with hors d’oeuvres and dessert at Temple Judea, just a few
minutes down the road.

The Mah Jongg Mavens will meet on
Tuesday, March 13th at 7:30 PM in the
Multi Purpose room. All levels of play
are welcome. Noshes and beverages
are served and everyone has a great
time. The event is free for Sisterhood
members, $5 for temple members
and $10 for non synagogue members.
RSVP’s are required to Jo Beth Roberts
at jbnr@aol.com. Call her at 767-8770
if you have any questions. Hope to see
you there.

Purim Basket
Assembly, Pick-Up
and Delivery
Assembly of Purim Baskets
Help Sisterhood assemble our Purim
Baskets on Thursday, March 1 at 7 p.m.
We will also be baking hamentaschen
to eat while we pack. You’ll have a
great time! Please email Bari Ziegel at
bziegel@aol.com or call her at 883-4888,
if you can join us.
Pick-Up and Delivery of
Purim Baskets
If you participated in the Purim Basket
program this year, please come to the
synagogue on Sunday, March 4 between
10 a.m. – 12 noon to pick up one or more
Purim Baskets to be delivered to another
family in the congregation.
If you are unable to come on the 4th
and have participated in the program,
please email or call Bari Ziegel to let her
know.
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On March 1st at 7:00 pm we will be assembling Purim baskets and baking hamentaschen.
Children who would like to join in the baking project are welcome. Volunteers are needed
to deliver baskets on March 4th. Children and their families are also welcome at Family
Bingo night on March 21st with free cards to Sisterhood members.
The Port Washington Rosh Chodesh Group, led this month by Rabbi Danny Burkeman, will
meet on Thursday, March 22nd at 9:30am.
Don’t miss the always appealing Judaica Shop Passover Boutique on Sunday March 25th
from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm for everything from ritual items for Seder to holiday entertainment
for the children.

FAMILY
BINGO NIGHT
Sponsored by the Sisterhood

The Community Synagogue
Saturday, March 17, 2012
4pm-6pm
Fun and prizes for the whole family

Gilbert & Sullivan Coming!
Sunday, May 6 at 2 P.M.
Der Yiddisher “Pirates of Penzance” – (Di Yam Gazlonim)
melds the Victorian wit and satire of Gilbert and Sullivan into
a new and unique Yiddish English production staged by the
Gilbert & Sullivan Yiddish Light Opera Company of Long
Island. Fluency in Yiddish is not needed to enjoy this theatrical extravaganza which
combines Yiddish and English.
Sponsored by Chaverim, the show is for everyone in the synagogue and in the
surrounding communities. Tickets may be ordered in advance online at
www.commsyn.org for $20 or purchased for $25 at the door.
The COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE Bulletin

Hangin’ With POWTY
POWTY Youth Program Update
Over the past few weeks, children and teens in all of the three POWTY Youth Programs have
been busy spending time with their Jewish peers, doing meaningful community service, and
having fun!
Senior POWTY’s members have had a busy winter season. Our monthly meetings are a
chance for teens to spend time together, and work as a team to plan our upcoming events
and programs (and of course, enjoy some snacks). This year, we have also started a new
monthly program: Senior POWTY’s pot-luck Shabbat dinner, which is the event members
look forward to the most each month. Teens come together in the youth lounge to pray,
celebrate, and enjoy Shabbat dinner together. We always share our favorite part of the past
week as we sit around the dinner table, sharing Shabbat together, and then we welcome
Shabbat with the rest of our synagogue community at Shabbat evening services.
On top of our monthly programs, Senior POWTY has also participated in exciting events
in the past few weeks. The teens lead Shabbat evening services on January 9th, participated in an Interfaith Day of Service on Martin Luther King Jr. Day, and spent an entire
weekend with their friends from our NFTY region at NFTY-NAR Winter Kallah. POWTY’s
teens also participated in the Target Hustle, where they ran through Target collecting
much-needed supplies for local charities that they themselves chose to support in this
exciting social action event! Just
in time for Purim, Senior POWTY
enjoyed their third of four sessions
that are a part of a new program
this year: POWTY’s Holiday
Culinary Academy. POWTY was
lucky enough to welcome Anne
Zeplowitz, our Celebrity Chef for
the event, who taught the teens to
make the perfect hamentaschen
that they can now go home and
bake with their families.
Over President’s week, 17 Senior POWTY teens traveled with Lindsay to San Francisco
for a week of community service and sightseeing! It was an incredible trip that offered our
teens more than 35 hours of community service experiences, as well as exciting tours and
tastes throughout the city. Be sure to visit www.commsyn.org to check out some pictures
from our trip.
Next month, Senior POWTY will participate in both their monthly meeting and Shabbat
dinner, as well as attend NFTY-NAR regional elections in New York City. We will also be
hosting a Purim Costume Party for all of Long Island’s NFTY teens! Our members have been
working hard to create this fun event, and we look forward to a wonderful event, complete
with a costume contest and a great social action project: Pack it up for Purim! Please visit
http://www.ujafedny.org/pack-it-up-for-purim-2012 for information about how you can
help Senior POWTY with this great project!
In January, Junior POWTY members got together to bake doggie biscuits to donate to the
North Shore Animal League, which was an event that was fun and meaningful for everyone who attended. This month, 6th, 7th and 8th graders have a Lounge Night on Thursday,
March 15th from 7-8:30, where we will make our own ice cream sundaes and plan for our
Earth Day Bagel Brunch & Greening Project on April 22nd!
POWTY’s 45 Club has been busy too! Our 4th and 5th graders had a Hanukah party
in December, where we made cards and packaged gifts that we sent to the children at
Memorial Sloan Kettering’s Pediatric Care Center, and of course, we ate latkes and played
dreidel! In honor of Passover, 4th and 5th graders are going to be making their own chocolate-covered matzah (with many other fun toppings!) at our party on Monday, April 2nd
from 5:30-7 pm in the youth lounge.
All three POWTY Youth Programs are doing great things both inside and outside the
synagogue walls. Please contact Lindsay Ganci, Coordinator of Youth & Informal Learning,
for more information about how children and teens can get involved!

Chaverim News
Learn Yiddish
Everyone is welcome to Chaverim's
weekly Yiddish classes on Wednesdays,
10:30–11:30 am. The class, open to all,
young and not-so young, is taught by
Cecile Upadhyay, PhD in Comparative
Literature, who is a fluent Yiddish speaker.
The course is free for Chaverim members;
$10 for non-members, and a materials
fee will be collected from all participants.
For additional information, contact Evie
Schonbrun, 767-0599 or evieschonbrun@
gmail.com.
Chair Yoga
Chaverim’s Chair Yoga continues on
Fridays, 10:30-11:30 AM, led by Beth
Mohr. Chair yoga combines breathing techniques, gentle stretching and
balance exercises to help you relax and
enjoy a sense of well-being. Try it for one
session at no charge or sign up for a full
six-session series for $50. For additional
information, contact Joyce Rudnick,
883-8314 or joycerudnick@verizon.net.
Tai Chi
Join Chaverim’s Tai Chi classes on
Wednesday mornings, taught by David
Chin. Contact Sylvie Heyman for details
at 510-4986 or heydrsylvie@aol.com.

Chaverim
Wellness Program
Come Learn to Be Well
Les Schonbrun, our Chaverim
treasurer, is, more importantly, a
physical therapist who says that
the three most important things
in wellness are posture, posture
and posture! He will present a
program on Thursday, March 22,
at 10:30 am, to help us maximize
our wellness throughout the aging
process. The presentation will
cover principles that can be used in
both work and play, stressing how
to use our bodies, both statically
and dynamically, to reduce the
probability of injury, while increasing the probability of living fuller,
longer, healthier lives. .
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Etz Chaim
The Ark at The
Community
Synagogue
The first Ark, which contained the
Ten Commandments, was built by our
forefathers during their years wandering in the desert, and was central to the
Tabernacle in the wilderness. Today, as
the bearer of the Torah, the Ark remains
a central feature of modern synagogues.
The Community Synagogue Ark was
designed and created by the well-known
artist and theatrical designer Boris
Aaronson. In his creation, the artist visualized details from the Book of Exodus,
Chapter 25, Verse 31, which describes
the creation of the Tabernacle. The
Ark’s free-floating appearance is meant
to suggest the portability of the original
Ark. The designs on the doors—twigs,
buttons, flowers and pomegranates—are
all mentioned in the Bible as sanctuary
decorations. The Hebrew letters represent the Five Books of Moses. The side
panel design represents the Tree of Life.
Aaronson stated, “Reform Judaism
is of today, yet inspired of the past. This
indicates permanence. The use of handdecorated metal is to achieve the quality
of richness and permanence of this Ark.
The doors of the Ark are symbolic of the
hand-crafted and decorated covers of an
old Bible. It is really the shrine of The
Book.” Aaronson further expressed his
feeling that our Ark is a lyrical painting
of nature, poetry and flowers in metal
and glass. The whole idea is spirit—spirit
of the human hand, hand-made rather
than machine-made. It represents the
personal relationship of mankind to
religion.
Boris Aaronson was born in Kiev
(then in Russia) in 1898. He immigrated
to the United States, and by the mid
1930’s was involved in scenic design for
movies and both Yiddish and Broadway
Ark continued on page 8
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1952: How It All Began

by Georgia DeYoung, Co-Chair, 60th Anniversary Committee
Our 60th Anniversary – a most special year for The Community Synagogue! Our congregation is an Etz Chaim—a vibrant, living “Tree of Life.” But how did this all happen? Where
does the story of The Community Synagogue begin?
Wanting to start a Reform congregation, Port Washington’s Jewish families began meeting in late 1951 and early 1952 in private homes and restaurants. When they were 25 families,
they declared they were The Community Synagogue, Temple Beth Am, The House of the
People. The first service was February 9, 1952, held at the American Legion Hall on Main
Street, with a borrowed Torah and Ark from a Levittown temple, and a borrowed rabbi!
High Holy Days were held at the fire hall and children went to religious school in the Odd
Fellows Hall.
As our first fulltime rabbi, Eugene B. Borowitz reminisced, “It all seems so simple now.
We needed a congregation; we wanted a congregation—so now we have a congregation. If
you want it badly enough and you are willing to work, fight, give, even sacrifice for something, then often you do get it.”
There were four very difficult years spent in court suits in the life of The Community
Synagogue as our early members tried to establish a permanent home. In September, 1952,
only seven months after their first service, the congregation signed a contract to acquire a
four-acre parcel of the Vincent Astor estate in Harbor Acres. Several neighbors immediately
went to court to prove that restrictive covenants in the Astor deed prohibited anything but
residential use.
When The Chimneys (our current premises) came up for sale in 1954, synagogue leaders
took an option on the building. However, there was a provision in the Village zoning law
that restricted the circumstances under which a religious institution might locate in Sands
Point. No certificate of occupancy would be issued on the grounds that the synagogue’s
plans posed a threat to the character of the neighborhood and the public health, safety and
welfare. The synagogue determined to take the case to court.
Averill Harriman, our neighbor across the street and then a candidate for the New York
State governorship, sent off a sternly worded telegram to his Village Board about its attempt
to limit religious expression in the Village of Sands Point. The Appellate Division of the
State Supreme Court upheld the Village’s right to exclude the synagogue from its midst.
Next the case went to New York’s highest court, the Court of Appeals. The congregation
waited week after week through two sessions. It could have been a negative decision once
again. Finally Justice Conway handed down a decision ordering the Village of Sands Point to
issue a certificate of occupancy to The Community Synagogue for the use of The Chimneys.
It was a battle for freedom of religion.
Rabbi Borowitz continued with his reminiscences of speaking about this congregation
and its accomplishments: “Why did we have the courage to continue? We knew what those
first four years had done to us. It takes equal measures of will and work to create a congregation. Someone must set up chairs and someone must take the Torah home each week until it
finds its permanent home. Someone must invite other persons who are interested in a liberal
way of observing Judaism to attend our services, and someone must get the new members
and welcome them. Someone must collect the dues. We saw what this congregation had
made of us, what it had done for our children, and what it had accomplished in community
relations. So we would not give up!
And now it all seems so simple. You walk in the temple door and it seems as if this
congregation must have been in this building for at least a hundred years, and it is hard to
1952 continued on page 8
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Donor Opportunities
“The Eternal spoke to Moses, saying: Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts; you shall accept
gifts for Me from every person whose heart is so moved.” Exodus 2 5:2
Please give the most you can, letting your heart be your guide—in a way that you (and your
family) feel good about—and we thank you in advance for your generosity. Opportunities for
giving represent a wide range, and your gift of whatever amount is important in helping us
reach our goal.
Donor

Giving Level

Designation

Desiree & Scott Bookstein

Contributor

Sanctuary

Harriet Cohen

Contributor

Torah

Marcia Conescu

Contributor

Endowment

Nancy Dintenfass & Bruce Gurewitz

Sponsor

Sanctuary & Torah

Lisa & Michael Epstein

Provider

Sanctuary & Torah

April & Howie Furst, Omi & Emma

Contributor

Torah

Gloria & Miles Glantz

Contributor

Torah

Maggie & Stephen Hand

Contributor

Torah

Julie & Andy Kramer

Sponsor

Torah, Sanctuary & Etz
Chaim Endowment

Beth & Andrew Lipset

Contributor

Torah

JB & Evan Mallah

Funder

Etz Chaim General

Montaigne Family

Contributor

Torah

Stacey & Jonathan Satovsky

Contributor

Torah

Mara & Baron Silverstein

Sponsor

Torah

Phil & Lara Sivin

Contributor

Torah

Donna & David Stricker

Contributor

Torah

Judy & Russell Thal

Contributor

Torah

Elisa Triffleman & Scott Miller

Contributor

Torah

Is Your Name On
Our Tree?
A new tree stands in our lobby—our 60th
Anniversary Etz Chaim tree—and its
leaves flourish with the names of everyone who has contributed to our 60th
Anniversary “Tree of Life” campaign.
If you donated to the Torah Writing
Project, to help refurbish the sanctuary,
to build our endowment or made a general donation to Etz Chaim, look for your
leaf on our tree.
The goal is 100% participation... a leaf
for every member of our synagogue community! The dollar amount can be as
little as $36.00, or as great as your heart
and pocketbook will allow. Our kehillah
k’doshah—our sacred community—is
at its best when everyone shares in the
effort to further the good works of our
synagogue community. Be part of our
“Tree of Life” and see your name added
to our beautiful foliage.
If you have questions about how to
donate to Etz Chaim, call Joanne in the
office at 883-3144 ext. 311.

Benefactor ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $250,000 & above
Patron������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $100,000 to $249,999
Provider��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������$50,000 to $99,999
Funder����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $25,000 to $49,999
Sponsor����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� $5,000 to $24,999
Subscriber����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������$1,000 to $4,999
Contributor��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Up to $1,000
All donations of $5,000 or greater will be acknowledged on a permanent plaque displayed in
the Synagogue.
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92nd Street Y
Ark continued from page 6
theater. He designed sets, costumes and
lighting for many Broadway shows, as
well as for the Metropolitan Opera and
Ballet. His productions included Mikhail
Baryshnikov’s The Nutcracker and
Fiddler on the Roof. He was nominated
for 21 Tony Awards. Among the six he
won were those for Follies, Company
and Cabaret. Aaronson was also wellrespected as a non-theatrical artist and
sculptor.
Our existing Ark will remain a part
of our bimah and sanctuary through the
refurbishment project. The only changes
will be the overlay of rich wood to cover
the damaged brass triangles above and
below the Ark, and a refurbished interior
with improved sound and lighting. Boris
Aaronson’s work continues to be a part
of the permanence of The Community
Synagogue as we look to the future of our
congregation.

1952 continued from page 6
believe that just one year ago, we could
not really know that it would ever be so
soon.
There is a lot yet to do. To make the
present chapel permanent, to fill out the
library, to light and furnish all our school
rooms, to provide that large sanctuary
for our great services and the social hall
for our meetings and affairs—all these
await us.”
Etz Chaim—Our “Tree of Life” put
down very strong roots.
To be continued next month: 2012… How
The Chimneys becomes The Community
Synagogue as we know it today.
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92nd St Y and Brotherhood’s 2012 Program
Well into its third year of programming, the 92Y has become a fixture at The Community
Synagogue. With one of its strongest offerings to date, 92Y has come up with an outstanding
group of speakers for the coming year. Brotherhood is continuing its policy of affordable programs by keeping individual ticket prices at $10 and offering the series of all 5
programs for only $45. These prices are well below the cost for a movie and you even get
refreshments.
Please look over the list below. Tickets may be ordered from Bert Tobin at btobin@
optonline.net or you may call the Synagogue at (516) 883-3144, ext 343 and leave a message
for a call back.
Sandra Day O’Connor,
Stephen Adler, moderator
Thursday, Mar 15, 8 pm
Sandra Day O’Connor served as
the US Supreme Court’s first
female justice. During her
24-year career, she often cast
the deciding vote in landmark
decisions. Justice O’Connor discusses her
civics education project along with her
extraordinary career and what attributes,
skills and approaches are necessary for
success in the future. President Barack
Obama recently awarded O’Connor the
Medal of Freedom in recognition of her
accomplishments and dedication to public
interests. Stephen Adler is the editor in chief
at Reuters News and executive vice
president of news at Thomson Reuters.
Adler examines the impacts of our decisions, how we apply our knowledge and
how these intelligent choices steer events
that affect so many lives across borders.
Between Science and Art
Eric Kandel with Alan Alda
Thursday, Apr 5, 8 pm
Eric Kandel’s
most recent book,
The Age of
Insight, explores
how, in Vienna in
1900, five of the best minds—across
disciplines from medical science to psychology and painting, from Sigmund Freud to
Gustav Klimt—radically reframed our
understanding of ourselves and our
unconscious mental processes. Together,
they initiated a dialog between art and brain
science that continues to provide insight
today. Eric Kandel won the Nobel Prize in
2000 for his research on the physiological
basis of memory storage in neurons. He is
professor of psychiatry, biochemistry and
92nd St. Y continued on page 8

biophysics at Columbia University, a senior
investigator at the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute and the author of the award-winning In Search of Memory, among other
books. Alan Alda is a six time Emmy Award
winner and hosted the PBS series Scientific
American Frontiers for 11 years. He is a
visiting professor at Stony Brook University,
where he is developing innovative programs
that enable scientists to communicate more
effectively with the public.
Madeleine Albright,
former Secretary of State
Thursday, May 3, 8 pm
In her new and most personal
book, Prague Winter: A
Personal Story of Remembrance
and War, 1937-1948, Madeleine
Albright looks at her family’s
experiences during this tumultuous time in
history before, during and after World War
II. In this conversation, hear Albright’s story
along with her interviews with contemporaries, and newly available documents about
the enormously complex events that took
place. Madeleine Albright served as the 64th
Secretary of State from 1997 to 2001. Her
distinguished career also includes positions
on Capitol Hill, the National Security
Council and as US Ambassador to the
United Nations. She is the author of Madam
Secretary, Memo to the President Elect, The
Mighty and the Almighty and Read My Pins.
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Gift Membership Program

Our 60th Anniversary Gift Membership Program

Brotherhood

The Gift Membership program, launched this past fall in conjunction with our 60th
Anniversary, has been a resounding success! We have welcomed 29 new households consisting of close to 100 people since July 2011, and had four additional new member households,
16 people, join outside of the Gift Membership program.
As part of the Gift Membership program, we welcomed our Gift Members and their
sponsors to many successful New Member Integration Events, encouraging new members
to get to know and feel comfortable in their new synagogue community. Events included
our Congregational Barbecue, Sisterhood’s Decorating the Sukkah, our Shabbat Service with
Footnotes, Sisterhood’s Paid Up Membership Gala, our New Member Shabbat, Sisterhood’s
Chanukah Party, our New Member Spaghetti Dinner and The Maccabeats Concert.
We are so grateful to the 29 current members who reached out to unaffiliated Jewish
friends, family, and neighbors to enable these families to experience a year of The
Community Synagogue through our Gift Membership program. You extended your hand
to let others know we are here and ready to welcome them into the synagogue community.
It is now up to all of us to fulfill the important mitzvah of welcoming the stranger into our
collective home.

The SuperBowl Blood Drive (YAY
GIANTS!) was held February 5. 105
people donated. We collected 97 pints of
blood products largely due to the many
donors who gave red blood cells on the
Allyx machine.

Will They Stay?
There’s no doubt that people appreciated the opportunity to join the synagogue without
paying dues for a year. The question is “Will they stay?” We know the answer will not
depend on finances, as financial constraints are never a barrier to membership. It is the
synagogue’s goal to find a way for everyone who wants to affiliate with The Community
Synagogue to be a member of our congregation.
So, will they stay? The answer is: IT’S UP TO YOU! Remember, one of the main reasons
individuals and families joined The Community Synagogue (besides our awesome clergy
team) was for a personal connection to a Jewish community. YOU are that community – the
congregation of The Community Synagogue!
Sponsoring members brought new members in. The Membership Committee held great
events. Our clergy led worship services and taught classes. Now it’s YOUR TURN!
Many of you need no prodding to be friendly. It is so heartwarming to see people chatting with new families over coffee and cake at a Friday night oneg or at our Congregational
Barbecue. But we all know that sometimes people have the experience of standing alone at
an event, looking at others talking and laughing with each other, and feeling like an outsider.
We never want that to happen here.
So, why not take it a step further – offer to continue your oneg conversation over coffee
on Sunday or by meeting for lunch during the week. Could you make room for a few more
people at your Seder table? We want to be gracious to our newest members, of course, but
also to those who joined two, five, ten or even 20, 30 or 40 years ago. Let’s commit to making stronger connections with our “old” members, too! The closer we are to each other, the
more wonderful our synagogue experience will be!
Each year, every one of our members chooses whether to continue being a member for
another year.
Will most of the new members stay? Will most of the “old” members stay? I think and
hope that the answer is “yes” to both, but ultimately, IT’S UP TO YOU!
Help us make The Community Synagogue the warmest, most welcoming place it can be!

Save that date: We will have our next
blood drive on Wednesday, June 6, 2012
between 5PM and 9PM at the synagogue
in the Multi Purpose room.

By Bari A. Ziegel, VP of Member Services

Long Island Blood confirmed that again
we are the champions of Long Island. Of
the 61 synagogues that collected blood
we are tops again with 223 pints collected in 2011. Kudos to Rich Schiff who
continues to find the best food at any
blood drive on Long Island! Thanks to
the many members of Brotherhood who
came to help.

Poker night was great fun. We
had dinner, wine, beer and drinks.
Professional dealers taught the fine
points of the game while taking care of
the “experts.” The night was won by Dr.
Adam Flisser; the runner up was Corey
Bodner.
Our next meetings are: Monday
March 5, the Executive Board meets
at 7:30 pm and the Brotherhood meets
at 8:00 pm. Please attend! We serve
beer, wine, vodka and spring water at
our meetings, so come, have fun while
discussing some serious issues. We
look forward to seeing you at the next
meeting.

URJ

iTorah
for Teens

Sign up now for this monthly email
to add to your Jewish knowledge!

urj.org/enews/itorah
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Rabbi continued from page 1
was a far more gruesome story than I
remembered from my childhood, and it
offered a far more complicated end, as
we Jews did to our enemies what they
had intended to do to us.
The drinking, the carnival atmosphere, and the fancy dress may all be
considered as a way by which we avoid
looking too deeply at the disturbing parts
of the story which we are supposed to be
celebrating. All of the festivities distract
us from thinking about the massacres
which were perpetrated and instead
focus our attention on the festival’s “children’s story.”
However, this leaves us with two
important questions in relation to Purim:
Why do we celebrate this festival and
why was the Book of Esther included in
our Tanakh?
To answer these questions it is important to strip away both the challenging
and children’s elements of the story.
At its core the Book of Esther is a story
about Jewish survival in Diaspora. It is
a cautionary tale about the dangers of
being a minority in a foreign society. The
story exposes the risks involved when
the Jewish community falls foul of the
ruling authorities.
But the Book of Esther also provides
a formula for surviving in Diaspora. The
Jewish community must engage with
the governance of society. At the time
of Mordecai and Esther it meant that
they needed to get close to the King, to
Achashverosh. Today, for us, it means that
we have a responsibility to engage with
the American political process. We need
to recognize that we have a political voice
(a gift which Jews have not always possessed) and we have to be prepared to use
it. As the forthcoming elections continue
to dominate the news cycle (at the time
of writing I am assuming this will still be
the case in March) we need to educate
ourselves about the issues, the candidates
and their policies. And then in November,
everyone who is eligible should vote (as a
foreigner I do not have this privilege).
At its core Purim is a call to political activism, and this year it is a call to
vote, to exercise a political voice just like
Mordecai and Esther did in years gone by.
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Question: Which is more Jewish – the hamantasch or the latke?
Answer: This controversy has occupied the minds (and stomachs) of Jews for ... well,
a pretty long time. Many of Judaism’s greatest luminaries have spent countless waking
moments (or, at least a few seconds around Purim every year) agonizing over this most critical of questions. If you don’t believe me—check it out online at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Latke%E2%80%93Hamantash_Debate! It may be useful to summarize some of the leading
mishuganer (Yiddish for “scholarly”) arguments in support of which of these foods is truly
the most Jewish.
In favor of the latke:
Consider the shape – round. It is a symbol of eternity, continuity and life. The hamentasch
has hard edges that present a danger to one who eats it—a symbol of pain, anguish and
oppression of our people.
It is aerodynamically sound. Could one ever hope to sail a hamantasch through the air?
Certainly not! It teaches us that we can ride the harshest winds that buffet us in life.
It is like golden sun ... warm, nourishing and a symbol of creation.
Unlike the hamantasch , a symbol of that no good-nik Haman, the latke is a reminder of a
miracle. Yes ... that is why it is so oily!
A latke is enjoyed warm, recalling how the Maccabees put them in their robes to keep
warm during the cold days when they fought for freedom (oh ... you never heard that in
Religious School?!)
In a pinch, a warm latke can serve as an earmuff on a cold winter’s night, symbolizing
Jewish survival. What can a prune or poppy-seed cookie be used for other than, a week
later, a doorstop?
A latke is the same on both sides ... a sign of integrity and honesty. And the hamentasch?
If it’s closed too tight you don’t know what it is until you take a bit and it’s too late to turn
back from eating it or throwing it away. What is it hiding anyways?
As to why the hamentasch is more Jewish:
The three points are a symbol of the three central elements of Jewish thought – God, Torah
and Israel – and of our obligation to study, pray and perform good deeds. The latke is, at
best, a universal ... but certainly not Jewish ... symbol.
The sum of the three angles of the hamentasch is 180º–teaching us to have a broad point
of view.
Two hamentaschen make a Jewish star. Two latkes? They just make you sick to your
stomach.
Have you ever seen how much oil is wasted when you cook a latke? The hamentasch is
fully eaten, with nothing wasted ... a reminder of the commandment to not waste wantonly
(Deuteronomy 20:19-20)
A true hamentasch, made with poppy seeds, is filled with 613 seeds (you gotta believe me
on this one ... it’s not worth counting!). It reminds us to keep all the mitzvot.
There is a complexity to the hamentasch – not only does it present different angles, but
it looks different on top and bottom, reminding us of the way Judaism is open to a plurality
of points of view. In contrast, there is but one way of understanding the latke–a symbol of
narrow-mindedness and religious tyranny.
To be a Jew is to maintain one’s identity, but also to adapt to the times. A hamentasch
teaches this because it ever evolving–yesterday, with prunes; today with strawberry jam;
tomorrow ... who knows? With spicy chocolate chili?! You can dress up a latke with caviar,
but ... c’mon. Who are you fooling? It’s just a potato pancake.
Given all this, which is more Jewish? Actually ... when all is said and done, it’s probably
the blintz. Or ... well ... maybe not. It’s Polish, right? Whatever ... just enjoy, stop worrying
about what – and who (!) – is more Jewish–and have a Happy Purim.
— Rabbi Irwin A. Zeplowitz
*Lama, the Hebrew word for “why.”
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THE Financial Corner
The Community Synagogue has a team of
individuals—both professional and volunteer—working together to insure fiscal
responsibility for the synagogue. We would
like you to meet the members of your synagogue financial team…
ANDY KRAMER, Treasurer
Andy has been a member of
the congregation since 2004,
elected to the position of
Treasurer beginning July
2011. As Treasurer, Andy also
sits on the Executive
Committee of the Board of Trustees. Andy’s
responsibility is to oversee all aspects of the
synagogue’s financial health. He meets
regularly with Dave Baum, our Controller,
and Joanne Fried, our Executive Director, to
review the synagogue’s financial data,
including bank accounts, operating funds,
budget issues, etc.
A graduate of Colgate University, Andy
has worked in the financial services industry
since 1984. Andy is owner and portfolio
manager of Kramer Capital Manageent, a
Registered Investment Advisor, founded in
1995. Andy has also served as both treasurer
and chairman of the board of trustees for
the non-profit organization Coalition for the
Homeless.
LISA DAVIDOFF, Financial Secretary,
and Co-chair of the Endowment and
Investments Committee
Lisa joined the congregation
in 1996, served on the Board
of Trustees since 2007, and
was elected Financial
Secretary, an Executive
Committee position,
beginning July 2011. Lisa’s primary responsibility is to work with congregants
experiencing difficult financial situations,
developing special dues arrangements to
help congregants their synagogue financial
obligations. With the perspective that
financial issues should never be a barrier to
synagogue affiliation, Lisa works closely
with Joanne Fried, our Executive Director,
to create financial plans that are fair to both
the congregants and the congregation.
Lisa graduated NYU with a business
degree in marketing. She also has a trust
and estate paralegal degree from Adelphi.
Lisa opened her own firm, Davidoff Wealth

Management in 2007, providing financial
planning and money management to individuals and small businesses and recently
added insurance services to her business
when she joined the Rampart Group.
DAVID BAUM, Controller
David joined the staff of The
Community Synagogue this
past summer. His financial
and business background
serves the fast-paced and
multi-faceted accounting
department of the synagogue well. David is
responsible for day-to-day financial
operations including accounts receivable,
accounts payable, payroll, financial tracking
and reporting, and answering the many and
varied financial questions of congregants
and staff.
David attended Boston University, in his
early career owned and operated a worldwide auto parts distributorship, and prior
to coming to The Community Synagogue,
worked as global purchasing anager for the
corporate offices of American Express.
STEVENS KASSELMAN, Co-chair of
the Endowment and Investments
Committee
The Endowment and Investments
Committee was created to oversee the
investment of endowment monies the
synagogue currently holds and additional
endowment contributions we hope to
receive throughout the Etz Chaim campaign
and into the future. Securing the financial stability of the synagogue for future
generations is a goal the Board of Trustees
has endorsed. Finding appropriate vehicles
to offer congregants should they wish to
make endowment contributions or include

the synagogue in their estate planning, is
another aspect of the Committee’s responsibilities. Stevens and Lisa lead a committee of
five congregants who are also financial professionals, including accountants, insurance
agents and financial advisors. Andy Kramer,
Treasurer, and David Baum, Controller, sit
on the committee as advisory non-voting
members.
Stevens has been a member of the synagogue since 1986, and in past years served as
Brotherhood President. As both an attorney
and estate planner, Stevens is well-versed
to serve as Co-chair of the Endowment and
Investments Committee.
JOANNE FRIED, Executive Director
Joanne joined the synagogue
staff in 2010. Her responsibilities include oversight of
the financial procedures of
the synagogue, working
closely with the Controller,
Dave Baum, to insure that all processes are
appropriate and conform to generally
accepted accounting principles. Joanne
takes a major role in preparing the synagogue’s annual budget, reviews all
synagogue invoices before payment,
examines expenses and revenues for each
synagogue department, works with congregants on special dues arrangements, reviews
member accounts, and works to insure that
all financial operations remain in concert
with the synagogue’s mission and goals.
Joanne is a graduate of Boston University
and has strong experience in business
administration, public relations, marketing
and human resources. She worked in corporate settings until 2004, when she changed
careers to become a synagogue Executive
Director.

SAVE THE DATE ! SUNDAY, MARCH 25TH at 11:30am
ECC’S 6TH ANNUAL FAMILY FUN DAY

WOODSTOCK
A GROOVY DAY OF PEACE, LOVE, MUSIC, PIZZA & HAPPINESS
For Questions, Tickets & Sponsorship Opportunities
Contact Cynthia@Kugel.net
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Social Action
Do a Mitzvah, Help Others, Have Fun and Make a Difference at
The Community Synagogue Sponsored

Dinner/Dance For Residents of Port Washington
We can use lots of helping hands!

Save The Date

Sunday, April 29
COMMUNITY WIDE
MITZVAH DAY
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪
▪▪

The Community Synagogue
Port Jewish Center
Temple Beth Israel
The Chabad of Port Washington
The Reconstructionist Synagogue of
the North Shore
▪▪ Chevrat Tefillah
will join together to perform Mitzvot as
a Jewish Community.
If you are interested in volunteering
your time, donating materials or have
any projects you would like to bring to
us, please email :
Debbie Shlafmitz shlafmitz@aol.com,
Alyssa Greenberg alyssagreenberg@
aol.com, Lisa Goldstein lisgol@aol.
com, Erika Ades elfamom@yahoo.com

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
9 Carlton Avenue, Port Washington
Saturday, March 24, 2012
6:00–9:45 PM
Volunteers from The Community Synagogue are needed to help residents of Port
Washington who could use a little help. We are providing a free, relaxing evening of dinner
and dancing at St. Stephen’s Church, across from the Port Washington Library. Supervised
activities and dinner for children will be available in a separate room for residents who
come with young children.
We need help with preparing food, setting tables, taking orders, greeting guests, supervising young children and more!
We also need volunteers to help with cooking for the dinner
Synagogue Kitchen
Tuesday, March 20 2012
6:45 PM
To volunteer, contact Jessica Wigdor at jhwigdor@gmail.com or 516-883-1979.

“The Maccabeats” a 60th Year Smash!
It was a sellout crowd! On Sunday, January 29, 613 people of all ages, (yes 613 –that’s
the number who cae and we are sticking to it) enjoyed an amazing concert from The
Maccabeats. We learned that there is such a thing as Jewish beat-boxing and that you can
sing L’cha Dodi to the tune of Leonard Cohn’s Halleluyah. The Maccabeats, American’s
premier Jewish acapella group, were a hit with congregants and guests young and old alike.
The concert was free to members thanks to a very generous gift from the Schamis family.
After the concert, the Maccabeats delighted everyone by signing autographs and posing for
photos.

“The Open Table”:
Seder Hosting Program
Do you have room at your dinner table
for the 1st Seder (April 6) or the 2nd
Seder (April 7) for guests? Would you
like to be a guest at someone else’s home?
If you can invite guests or would
like home hospitality, please contact
Jodi Okun-Alfano at 883-6435 or jodi@
jodisgifts.com. What better way to feel at
home for the holidays?!
12
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One that sows Tzedaka has a sure reward

Marcy & Randy Todd

P rov e rbs 1 1 : 1 8

We gratefully acknowledge support to
The Community Synagogue
through contributions to our many funds
and sincerely thank the following:
B’YACHAD FUND
From

In Honor of

Ellen Savran

Zachary Blicksilver becoming Bar Mitzvah

From

In Memory of

Ellen Savran

Ethel Seiden, mother of Neil Seiden; Helen Rabin,
mother of Anita Rabin-Havt; Sylvia Savran (Yahrzeit)

CANTOR YARON MUSIC ENRICHMENT & CHOIR FUND
From

In Appreciation of

Micki & Jay Michelman

Cantor Franco for preparing Madelyn Reiter, our
granddaughter for her Bat Mitzvah, with thanks and
Appreciation

From

Speedy Recovery to

The Community Synagogue Choir
Harriet Cohen
Janet & Rudi de Winter
Gloria & Miles Glantz
Deena & Erik Katz
Leah & Gunther Lawrence
Pam & Larry Tarica
Judi & Steven Zarkin

Alan Franco
Alan Franco
Alan Franco
Alan Franco
Alan Franco
Alan Franco
Alan Franco
Alan Franco

From

In Honor of

Karen & Richard Dankner

Robin & Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim; Debbie & Howard Schiff on the
birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ryan Milgrim
Robin & Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim; Debbie & Howard Schiff on the
birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ryan Milgrim
Robin & Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim
Robin & Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim; Debbie & Howard Schiff on the
birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ryan Milgrim

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND

Susan & Ira Edelblum

Jill & Mark Eisenberg
Beth & Andrew Lipset & Family

Robin & Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim; Debbie & Howard Schiff on the
birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ryan Milgrim

From

In Memory of

Jill & Mark Eisenberg
Bea & Larry Helft

Fay Taylor Holtzman (Yahrzeit)
Dr. Albert Aboody, former husband of Alice Aboody;
Vogue Berg, grandmother of Michael Nierenberg; Helen
Rabin; Ethel Seiden
Laurence Lefcourt, father of Lloyd Lefcourt
Vogue Berg
Ethel Seiden
Ethel Seiden
Robert Dankowitz, husband of Janet Dankowitz
Ethel Seiden
Ethel Seiden
Ethel Seiden

Joan & Ed Kaminow
Deena & Erik Katz
Margie & Fred Lieberman
Sally Pass
Fran & Barry Richter
Debbie & Howard Schiff
Cathy Seldin & Mark Rozeen
Donna & David Stricker
From

Speedy Recovery to

Georgia & Ben DeYoung
Fran & Barry Richter

Alan Franco
Alan Franco

Torah Writing Project FUND
From

In Honor of

Sally & Dr. Robert Corriel
Bruce Gurwitz & Nancy DIntenfass

Emma Furst becoming Bat Mitzvah
Zachary Blicksilver becoing Bar Mitzvah

From

In Memory of

Ann & Fred Axelrod
Sally & Dr. Robert Corriel

Dr. Albert Aboody
Bernard Fleisher (Yahrzeit); Maurice Targove, father of
Joyce Mandelkern & Ellen Arnstein, grandfather of Ken
Mandelkern
Zachary Blicksilver becoing Bar Mitzvah
Hilda Corriel, mother of Dr. Robert Corriel
Helen Rabin

Bruce Gurwitz & Nancy DIntenfass
Albert Jacobson
Denise & Stephen Silverstein

LIBRARY FUND / PJ LIBRARY FUND
From

In Memory of

Milly & Herb Altman
Gloria & Miles Glantz

Edith Altman (Yahrzeit)
Robert Dankowitz

MITZVAH CORPS FUND
From

In Honor of

Ruth & Keith Geismar

Robin & Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim; Debbie & Howard Schiff on the
birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ryan Milgrim

From

In Memory of

Ruth & Keith Geismar
Jill & Len Berman
Phyllis & William Scott

Jerome Stulberg, father of Jonathan Stulberg
Diane Telmer, grandmother of Amy Schiff
Gideon Schiller

POWTY FUND

From

In Memory of

Sherry & Jonathan Ambos
Jaimee & Jonathan Stulberg

Leonard Ambos (Yahrzeit)
Frances Berkowitz, aunt of Shelley Roff

ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Wurzel Endowment FUND

From

In Memory of

From

In Honor of

Marilyn & Milton Brechner

Leonard Wurzel’s Birthday

Debbie & Howard Shlafmitz

Maurice Targove

From

In Memory of

Muriel Friedman

Howard Friedman; Belle March; Dave March (Yahrzeits)

ETZ CHAIM FUNDS
Tikkun Habayit/Sanctuary Refurbishment FUND
From

In Honor of

Stephanie & Eric Deutsch
Georgia & Ben DeYoung

Jack Deutsch becoming Bar Mitzvah
Robin & Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim; Debbie & Howard Schiff on the
birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ryan Milgrim
Robin & Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim; Debbie & Howard Schiff on the
birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ryan Milgrim; Zachary
Blicksilver becoming Bar Mitzvah
Zachary Blicksilver becoming Bar Mitzvah; Robin &
Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son, Benjamin Ryan
Milgrim; Debbie & Howard Schiff on the birth of their
grandson, Benjamin Ryan Milgrim

Bea & Larry Helft

Judy & Mitch Maiman

From

In Honor of

Debbie & Howard Shlafmitz

David and Lisa Caslow on the birth of their son and to
Eric and Mady Caslow on the birth of their grandson,
Charles Barr Caslow

From

Speedy Recovery to

Debbie & Howard Shlafmitz

Alan Franco

PRAYER BOOK/TORAH FUND
From

In Memory of

Susan & Ira Edelblum
Cynthia & William Magazine
Bernice & Edward Wenger

Laurence Lefcourt; Jerome Stulberg
Laurence Lefcourt
Dr. Albert Aboody

RABBIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND
From

In Honor of

Sheila & Robert Richter

Margie Miller on the birth of her granddaughter, and to
Lisa & David Roth on the birth of their daughter, Charley
Madison Roth
Robin & Josh Milgrim on the birth of their son,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim; Debbie & Howard Schiff on
the birth of their grandson, Benjamin Ryan Milgrim;
Brian Savran Graduating From Syracuse University with a
Masters in Aerospace Engineering

Ellen Savran

From

In Appreciation of

Karen Kline

Alice Aboody, for being her
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Joyce & Peter Mandelkern
Micki & Jay Michelman

Rabbi Zeplowitz
Rabbi Zeplowitz for preparing Madelyn Reiter, our
granddaughter for her Bat Mitzvah, with thanks and
appreciation; Rabbi Burkeman for preparing Madelyn
Reiter, our granddaughter for her Bat Mitzvah, with
thanks and appreciation

From

In Memory of

Ellen & Richard Arnstein & Family
Janet & Rudi de Winter
Hilary & Joseph Feshbach
Beth & Andy Lipset & Family
Lisa & Matthew Loozis
Sheila & Robert Richter
Ellen Savran

Maurice Targove
Lydelia A. de Winter (Yahrzeit)
Pearl Ginsberg (Yahrzeit); Maurice Targove
Laurence Lefcourt
Harvey Gordon (Yahrzeit)
Elaine Lifson, mother of Roger Lifson
Dr. Albert Aboody; Les Savran in providing the devotion
as a father and husband to enable Brian to Graduate
From Syracuse University with a Masters in Aerospace
Engineering
Selma Scherer
Ethel Seiden
Our Father, Maurice Targove
Edward Braverman, husband of Myra Braverman
Maurice Targove

Lynn & Mel Schreiber
Denise & Stephen Silverstein
Karen Targove & Angela Olzewski
Phyllis & William Wald
Donna & Michael Weissberg

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
From

In Honor of

Alice Aboody
Jill & Mark Eisenberg

Alexandra DeAngelis becoming Bat Mitzvah
Debbie & Howard Schiff on the birth of their grandson,
Benjamin Ryan Milgrim

TEMPLE FUND
From

In Honor of

Lillian & Donald Reis

Lauren Ambos becoming Bat Mitzvah

From

In Appreciation of

Denise & Dara Silverstein

Anne & Abby Zeplowitz

Oneg Shabbat
March 2
Todd & Jodi Ehren and family and friends
of Noah on the occasion of his becoming a
Bar Mitzvah. Andrew & Gwen Mayers and
family and friends of Justin on the occasion
of his becoming a Bar Mitzvah.
March 9
Howard & April Furst and family and
friends of Emma on the occasion of her
becoming a Bat Mitzvah. David & Sharen
Kam and family and friends of Matthew on
the occasion of his becoming a Bar Mitzvah.
March 23
Steven & Iris Keltz and family and friends of
Adam on the occasion of his becoming a Bar
Mitzvah. Howard & Lori Rothberg and family and friends of Stephanie on the occasion
of her becoming a Bat Mitzvah.
March 30
Dan & Esther Tanenbaum and family and
friends of Miranda on the occasion of her
becoming a Bat Mitzvah.
14

From

In Memory of

Doreen & Michael Berne

Sue Kuelzer (Yahrzeit); Maurice Targove; Dr. Albert
Aboody
Frank Greenberg; Everett Brenner (Yahrzeits)
Joseph Felch (Yahrzeit)
Vivian Bernstein (Yahrzeit)
Irene Robinson, grandmother of Jodi Perlman; Rose
Schneiderman (Yahrzeit)
Edward H. Gluck (Yahrzeit)
Jack Gruber (Yahrzeit)
Selma Hoffman; Bessie Hoffman (Yahrzeits)
Sadie Everett; Stanley Everett (Yahrzeits)
Mae Schiff (Yahrzeit)
Cecile Rolland (Yahrzeit)
Isabelle Gold; Charles Lamstein (Yahrzeits)
Maurice Targove
Carol Levine (Yahrzeit)
Max Farberman (Yahrzeit)
Viola P. Willinger (Yahrzeit)
Jane Borenstein; Claudialee Gomez-Nicanor (Yahrzeits)
Bernard Sauerhaft (Yahrzeit)
Abraham Rosenberg, father of Rochelle Lipton
Frederick Cohen; Helene Kunze (Yahrzeits)
Ethel Seiden; Abraham Rosenberg, father of Rochelle
Lipton
Terry Weinstein (Yahrzeit)
Jeanette Seeger (Yahrzeit)
Dr. Albert Aboody
Paul Spechler (Yahrzeit)
Helen Rabin; Abraham Rosenberg; Maurice Targove
Chaim Ziv (Yahrzeit)

Joan Brenner
Debbie Buglisi
Deborah & Jon David Friedland
April & Howard Furst
Pearl Gluck
Deborah & Sheldon Gruber
Kenneth Hoffman
Loretta & Victor Kaufman
Susan Kaufman
Linda Kulla
Marylyn Lamstein
Bonnie & Barry Lane
Robin & Michael Levine
Rochelle & Harold Lipton
Blossom Miller
Linda & Jeffrey Moslow
Margery & Robert Remler
Cynthia & Michael Rubinberg
Lita Rudy
Phyllis & Ed Schieber
Betty & Jack Schwartz
Lou Seeger
Denise & Stephen Silverstein
Jackie & Jeffrey Spechler
Pam & Larry Tarica
Avi & Diana Ziv

Dinah

The Port Washington Rosh Chodesh Group
Thursday, March 22, 2012
9:30–11:00 am
Temple Beth Israel
Temple Drive, Port Washington

Join Rabbi Mishkin as he addresses one of the more troubling stories in the
Torah—the rape of Dinah, Jacob’s only daughter. This story has many layers and
we will look at it and understand it through the eyes of the great bible scholar
Tikva Fryer-Kensky.

Rabbi Michael Mishkin
Rabbi Mishkin, a native of St. Louis, Missouri, is the rabbi at Temple Beth Israel.
Rabbi Mishkin attended the University of Pennsylvania, earning a B.A. in American
History. Following graduation, he engaged in serious Jewish learning at the
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, a coed Yeshiva in Jerusalem, and at the Jewish
Theological Seminary in New York City, receiving his rabbinic ordination in 2001.
From 2001-2005, Rabbi Mishkin served as the Rabbi and Executive Director of the
Hillel at Northwestern University, and helped increase Jewish activities and participation on campus.
Most recently (2005-2009), Rabbi Mishkin served as the Associate Rabbi at Beth
Hillel Congregation Bnai Emunah in Wilmette, Illinois. He has served on the Board of
Directors for the Solomon Schechter Day School and the Executive Committee of the
Chicago Board of Rabbis.
Rabbi Mishkin is married to Tamara Noble and is the father of Lily Miriam.
NEXT MEETING: APRIL 19, 2012
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Grade 2 PACE

18

27

7:30pm

8:00pm

8:00pm

7:30pm

Temple Board Meeting

26

19

Social Action Committee
Meeting

12

Brotherhood Executive
Committee Meeting
Brotherhood Board
Meeting

5

10:30am Chaverim Group Meeting
12:00pm Chaverim Book Discussion
6:00pm Temple Executive
Committee Meeting
7:30pm Temple Board Meeting

Monday

13

27

Havurat Noar Dinner
Havurat Noar
Temple Executive
Committee Meeting
Choir Rehearsal

20

ECC Parent Committee
Meeting
RS Event-Danny SiegelGuest Speaker
Havurat Noar
Mah Jong Mavens
Choir Rehearsal

Havurat Noar
POWTY Meeting

8:15pm

7:00pm
7:30pm

6

Havurat Noar
92nd Street Y-Gloria
Steinem with Bud Mishkin
POWTY’s HCA-Hamentas

28

Havurat Noar
Religious Living
Committee Meeting
Choir Rehearsal

ECC Parent Teacher
Conferences 3s and 4s

8:15pm

6:30pm
7:00pm
8:00pm

7:00pm
7:30pm
8:15pm

4:00pm

9:15am

7:00pm
8:00pm

8:00pm

7:00pm
8:00pm

Tuesday

7:00pm

7:30pm

9:00am
6:00pm

28

21

Sisterhood Women’s
Seder at Temple Judea

Clergy Committee
Meeting

14

ECC Music Event
Sisterhood Kids Positively
Purim

7

10:30am Chaverim Yiddish classes

29

Wednesday

15

8

22

Sisterhood Pack Passover
Packages
92nd St Y-Sandra Day
O’Connor
Sisterhood Board Meeting

ECC CLOSED

Jewish Civil Rights Journey

29

9:30am Rosh Hodesh
11:00am Chaverim “Wellness”
Demonstration

8:00pm

8:00pm

7:00pm

1

Sisterhood Purim Basket
Assembly

10:45am Music Together
3:30pm Purim Carnival
5:00pm Megillah Reading

7:00pm

Thursday

16

Second Shabbas–Family
Service-4th Grade
FLAME Potluck Shabbat
Dinner

9

30

POWTY Shabbat Dinner
Shabbat Evening Service

23

Shabbat Evening Service

8:00pm

Shabbat Evening Service

Jewish Civil Rights Journey

6:30pm
8:00pm

8:00pm

2

Shabbat Evening ServiceShabbat Zachor

8th/9th Grade Retreat

7:30pm

6:30pm

8:00pm

Friday

3

10

17

6th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service
Shabbat Morning Service
B’nai Mitzvah of
Emma Furst and
Matthew Kam
NFTY-LI Event

24

31

6th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service
Shabbat Morning Service
B’nai Mitzvah of Stephanie
Rothberg and Adam Keltz
Social Action Community
Dinner at St. Stephen’s

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am

6th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service
Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of
Miranda Tanenbaum

Jewish Civil Rights Journey

7:30pm

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am

9:00am 6th Grade Torah Study
9:00am Adult Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Havurah Service

8th/9th Grade Retreat

7:00pm

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am

9:00am Adult Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Morning Service
B’nai Mitzvah of
Justin Mayers and
Noah Ehren
10:30am Shabbat Havurah Service

Saturday

All dates are subject to change. Call Temple Office to verify dates for specific events or check our website (www.commsyn.org) and click “Calendar” for updates. Note: When a Family Service is scheduled on a Friday night, that is the only Shabbat Service that night.

Sisterhood Judaica Shop
Passover Sale
9:00am FLAME Family Learning
Morning
11:30am Family Fun Day Concert

9:00am

25

8th/9th Grade Retreat

9:00am

11

Torah and the Headlines
PJ Story Time
6th Grade Torah StudyFirst Session
10:00am Brotherhood Brunch
10:00am Sisterhood pick up and
delivery of Shalach Manot
Purim Baskets

9:00am
9:00am
9:30am

4

26

No religious School

Sunday
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Save the Date

60th Anniversary
T h e C ommunity S ynagogu e

Saturday, May 5, 2012 • 14 Iyar 5772

honoring
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