DECEMBER 2013 | KISLEV/TEVET 5774

SPOTLIGHT Dorette Forman

VOL. 64 NO. 4

FROM THE
RABBI’S STUDY

Board’s Eye View
When our synagogue President, Jack Mandel, asked me if I would
take a turn at writing this month’s Board’s Eye View, I agreed
right away. I responded that I would share the path I took from
new resident in Port Washington to where I am now: Recording
Secretary, Co-Chair of the Religious Living Committee, and a
member of the Executive Committee of the Board. And I hope to
give congregants who don’t yet know me, or know me well, the
chance to get to know me better.
My husband, Peter, our three daughters, and I moved to Port Washington in 2001.
Both of us knew we wanted our family to join a local synagogue, but we had no idea
that membership in The Community Synagogue would help us become so connected
to other families in our community. We were looking for a congregation not just for
worship, but also a nursery school program for our youngest daughter and as a place to
continue a Jewish education for our (then) nine-year-old and eleven-year- old daughters.
I immediately became active with the Early Childhood Center (ECC) and the Religious
School as parent volunteer. When I attended my first “Back to School” night in the ECC
to meet my child’s teachers, I remember noting to myself that many of the parents already
knew one another. I wondered if that kind of connection would ever happen for me.
Indeed, it did turn out that way as I soon bonded with many others at drop offs, pickups,
and class events.
Through participation, over time, in two separate Rabbi Search Committees,
Sisterhood, the New Membership Committee, and the Religious Living Committee, a
“friendship connection” grew— multiplying beyond my original expectations. Working
collaboratively on projects with others of all different ages and stages of family life, I
interacted with so many lovely people who I wouldn’t otherwise have come to know. Ties
of friendship quickly formed, evolved over time, and now, these “once strangers” are a
special part of my life.
Over the last few years, I have become active at the Board level. But I still remember
the initial experience when, as a “Board novice,” I looked around at the sea of unfamiliar
faces in the boardroom, and felt a bit intimidated by all the “veterans” seated around
the lengthy table. Within no time, however, with the inviting nature of the Board,
my cautiousness quickly passed. Board members assured me that my “voice” was
welcome and I knew I had begun a role which allowed me to be part of something
spectacular—working together with a group of people from different backgrounds,
professions, ages, and even life stages, all coming together to make a difference
in the life of our synagogue. And even though we may not always agree 100%
on how to achieve this, we share a common goal of seeing tThe Community
Synagogue thrive for now, tomorrow and into the distant future.
Board continued on page 3

Rabbi Danny Burkeman

Joining Together
on Life’s Journey
There are many things that I enjoy about my work
as a Rabbi, but chief amongst them is definitely the
opportunity that I have to be with people for the
important moments in their lives. Offering a baby a
blessing as she receives her Hebrew name, speaking
to a Bar Mitzvah and his family in front of the
opened Ark, and standing under the chuppah with
a wedding couple are all what I consider to be perks
of my job.
I, of course enjoy being a part of these events
on a personal level, but the real reason for my
enjoyment is in seeing the faces of the people
involved. For baby blessings, b’nei mitzvah and
weddings, the joy and delight of the occasion is
so often etched on the faces of the family who are
sharing the moment. We are fortunate that Judaism
provides us with a set of rituals with which to mark
the important events in our lives and the synagogue
provides us with a community in which to celebrate
the joyful ones and to provide comfort for
the difficult ones.
In the Jewish community, over the
past couple of months, many people
have been talking about the Pew Study
of Jewish Americans. I will leave it to
others to decide whether the findings
of the study are positive or negative,
hopeful or hopeless (for what
it is worth I think there is a
real reason to be optimistic,
especially as Reform Jews).
What is striking is that
there are six areas of Jewish
continued on page 7
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SHABBAT VAYIGASH •

adhu

Friday, December 6
Erev Shabbat (Beit T’filah – Main Sanctuary) ���������������������������������������� 8:00 pm
Shabbat Service “With Footnotes”
Gain insight into the secrets of the Friday evening service!
Saturday, December 7 (Genesis 44:18-47:27; Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28)
Shabbat Morning (Main Sanctuary)����������������������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
Bat Mitzvah: Sydney Kass
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah) ����������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

SHABBAT VAYECHI •

hjhu

Friday, December 13
Erev Shabbat (Beit T’filah – Old Sanctuary) ������������������������������������������ 6:30 pm
Early Shabbat services
Saturday. December 14 (Genesis 47:28-50:26; Haftarah: I Kings 2:1-12)
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah) ����������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

SHABBAT SHEMOT •

,una

Friday, December 20
Erev Shabbat (Beit T’filah – Old Sanctuary) ������������������������������������������ 6:30 pm
Early Shabbat services
Saturday, December 21 (Exodus 1:1-6:1; Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-28:13; 29:22-23)
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah) ����������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

SHABBAT VA’ERA •

trtu

Friday, December 27
Erev Shabbat (Beit T’filah – Old Sanctuary) ������������������������������������������ 6:30 pm
Early Shabbat services
Saturday, December 28 (Exodus 6:2-9:35; Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-13, 23)
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah) ����������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
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Oneg Shabbat
December 6

Jennifer Assa-Kass & David Kass and family and friends of
Sydney on the occasion of her becoming Bat Mitzvah.

December 13

The Community Synagogue

December 20

The Community Synagogue

December 27

The Community Synagogue
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CHAVERIM

Give a Mitzvah…Do a Mitzvah
Are you looking for a Mitzvah project when you become a Bar or Bat Mitzvah?
UJA-Federation of New York’s Give a Mitzvah–Do A Mitzvah program enables Bar and
Bat M<itzvah students to create their own unique mitzvah project that connects their interests
and hobbies to their work around the world. Participants brainstorm individual projects with
a UJA-Federation professional and then contribute their time, energy and a portion (or all) of
their gifts to this special mitzvah project.
You’re invited to design a project to be carried out in New York, Israel, the former Soviet
Union, or any number of other places around the world.
One of our own congregants, Sarah Rubin, recently created her own “Give A Mitzvah–Do
A Mitzvah” project.
Here’s what Sarah wrote about her mitzvah project:
“This past summer, I worked at the Samuel Field Y in Little Neck in their summer program
as part of UJA-Federation of New York’s “Give a Mitzvah-Give a Mitzvah” program. I worked
with 6 and 7 year old autistic children. They were adorable! Since they were autistic, we did
activities that were fun and helped them with their learning. For example, we read the book
“If I Ran A Zoo,” then we drew pictures and wrote as though we were running a zoo.
My favorite part of the day was going to the gym with them. I especially liked this because
every week I was creating a stronger bond with an autistic boy named Joshua. The best part
of giving back was helping these kids Improve their skills. Also, I agreed to make a donation
from my Bat Mitzvah gifts to the Samuel Field Y, which would be used for something
that would improve the fun and education of these kids. (It enabled the Samuel Field Y to
purchase a wireless microphone system. This will enable the kids who use the Y to put on
various shows.)
I had such a thrilling experience and hope to continue working with the Samuel Field Y
over the next few summers.”
Mitzvah and Milestones
Having a wedding, birthday, or anniversary celebration? Share a mitzvah, and you’ll have even
more to celebrate. If you or a family member will be celebrating a momentous occasion, UJAFederation of New York offers you the opportunity to design a philanthropic mitzvah project
around your celebration. It’s a great way to extend your personal joy into the lives of those less
fortunate.
When you invite your guests, you can ask them to make a donation in lieu of gifts. A
UJA-Federation professional will help you pick a mitzvah project based on your interests,
communicate the mitzvah project to your guests, and make the most positive impact possible.
If you are interested in creating your own Give A Mitzvah–Do A Mitzvah project or a
Mitzvah and Milestones project or would like to get involved with UJA-Federation of New
York, please contact Bari Ziegel, Development Executive, at 516-677-1830 or ziegelb@
ujafedny.org.
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My hope is that you, too, will consider getting involved in synagogue leadership. I
encourage you to try meeting member congregants through our many groups, such as
Sisterhood, Brotherhood, Chaverim, study groups, choir, special task forces of the Board,
etc…
My dream is that together we can continue to do mitzvot, and to bring positive energy and
feelings of connection to others who are part of Community Synagogue. It is a privilege for
me to work to help further the existence of our Synagogue, my “other” Jewish home.
DECEMBER 2013 KISLEV/TEVET 5774

CELEBRATE CHANUKAH WITH
CHAVERIM at our 2nd annual
LUNCHEON PARTY! Wednesday,
December 4, Noon – 2 PM–We will have
latkes, of course, but also other good
food, fun, stories and songs. Contact
Mira Barkufka at 621-0867 for more
information or to volunteer to cook.
The Chanukah luncheon is FREE,
but if you haven’t paid DUES for 201314, please bring a check with you – or
mail it to the synagogue. Dues are $18
per person, payable to The Community
Synagogue, “Chaverim dues” marked on
the memo line.
If you’re not sure whether you have
paid, contact Chaverim Treasurer Les
Schonbrun, 767-0599 or lschonbrun@
gmail.com.
DUES ARE DUE! Please send your
dues—$18 per person—to the synagogue,
mark “Chaverim dues” on the memo line.
YIDDISH Tuesdays at 10:30 AM –
Whether you want to learn Yiddish
or brush up on the language, this
informal class is for you. Taught by
Cecile Upadhyah, the class is open to all
Chaverim members and others, young
and not-so-young. (Non-members
fee is $10.) Contact Evie Schonbrun
for further information: 767-0599 or
evieschonbrun@gmail.com.
CHAIR YOGA Fridays at 10:30 AM –
Chair yoga is a gentle way to experience
the many physical, emotional and
spiritual benefits of yoga. Led by Beth
Mohr, it increases concentration, body
awareness and tone, range of motion,
coordination and balance. Come for a
free try-out or sign up for a six-session
series for $50. Contact Joyce Rudnick
for further information: 883-8314 or jld.
rudnick@gmail.com.
CHAVERIM CONTACTS
Mira Barkufka: 621-0867
Les Schonbrun: lschonbrun@gmail.com;
767-0599
Evie Schonbrun: evieschonbrun@gmail.
com; 767-0599
Joyce Rudnick: jld.rudnick@gmail.com;
883-8314
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UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL…

Meet Our Board Members
Amy Dash

Do you ever wonder, “Why do people
volunteer?”
Of course there are the textbook
answers: to gain career experience, to make
themselves feel better or to engage socially.
Then, there are the personal ones: a family
member is affected by a disease or natural
disaster and they want to give back to help
find a cure or rebuild. Others may just want
a better understanding of different people
in order to better understand their own
community and themselves.
But, I asked myself the other day, “Why
do I do it?” Then I smiled and said aloud
“Because I can.” I do it simply because I care.
Growing up in Florida, then attending
school in Michigan and finally ending up in
New York for professional reasons, I do not
have deep, personal, multi-generational roots
in Port Washington. However, after living
here for 15 years, they are strong ones. As a
buyer for Macy’s for over a decade I loved
taking the train in from Port. It was an easier
commute than from my apartment on the
Upper East Side! I stopped working when I
had my sons, Daniel (13) and Charlie (11),
both attending Weber Middle School this
year.
When I initially stopped commuting, I
was at a loss. It felt like a full time job just
trying to establish myself in town. Initially, I
got involved with many organizations trying
to see where I fit in. My boys both attended
the ECC and we loved the warmth and
sense of welcome we always felt there and I
am proud to say that my older son recently
celebrated his Bar Mitzvah at our synagogue
and it was the most special day of my life so
far!
When my sons entered elementary
school, I volunteered to help raise funds
for a new playground, and after raising an
4

incredible amount of money in a very short
time, I had something of an epiphany, and
thought, wow, if I could raise that kind of
money for a playground, what could I really
do for a cause?????
I answered my own question by applying
for a Master’s in Fundraising and Grant
Writing at NYU. It is an incredible program
that introduced me to the academic and
professional sides of fundraising. After
achieving my certification from the
university I have recently accepted the
position as Director of Development and
Major Gifts at The Port Washington Public
Library. Let’s face it. I became a professional
volunteer.
Although I have curtailed the number
or organizations I volunteer for, TCS has
always held a special place in my heart. As
a current Trustee, my major responsibility
is our monthly newsletter, recently
renamed Connections. If I had one wish for
Connections it would be that congregants
actually read it. Did you know that we have
an active senior group, Chaverim, or that
the Brotherhood held a fantasy football draft
this past August? Or how about why we say
Kaddish, or if you recognize the names of any
of our new members you could reach out to?
The answers are all in Connections.
Now I ask you another question. Why not
volunteer?

Andy Lipset

My wife Beth and I joined The Community
Synagogue in 2006. We have two daughters,
Bailey and Braiden, who both attend our
Religious School. Braiden is also part of the
ECC alumni, and Bailey will celebrate her
Bat Mitzvah at the synagogue next month.
Beth and I have become active in
many community based organizations

from the Landmark on Main Street to
the Port Schools. Being involved in these
organizations has been very meaningful, as
I grew up in Port Washington, and enjoy
giving back to the town I was raised in.
Joining the Board of Trustees in July
of 2012 was also very meaningful, as my
parents became members of the Synagogue
in 1973, and I have a deep connections here
as well. I attended the Religious School,
became a Bar Mitzvah, and was confirmed
at the synagogue. In addition to my Board
role, I also oversee the synagogue’s Safety and
Security Task Force.
Professionally, I have worked in the media
business since graduating college and have
been focused on the radio and music side of
the industry for my entire career. I work at
internet radio service Pandora in New York
City, where I oversee Advertising Sales for
the Eastern Region of the company.

Bari A. Ziegel

I’ve been a member of The Community
Synagogue for over 30 years and as you
may know, it’s like a second home to me.
I enjoy working on a variety of projects,
serving on various committees, and being
in leadership positions. I’ve been on the
synagogue Board of Trustees for 11 years
and was the Co-President of the Sisterhood
of The Community Synagogue from
2002–2006, a time when Sisterhood went
through a revitalization. I was Co-Chair of
the Clergy Committee and served on the
Cantorial Search Committee that selected
Cantor Franco. When I was younger, I was
a member of both the Junior and Senior
Choirs. I’m also proud to be a member of
one of the 37 three-generation families in our
congregation.
I currently serve in a role that I love...
Continued on page 5
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER Shelley Roff SISTERHOOD

A Melding of Two
As this school year has settled in, all of the children at the Early
Childhood Center have learned the routines, made new friends
and now come running into school every day with an enthusiasm
and excitement that I wish we could bottle! With the children all
comfortable, we are able to focus their full energy on the world
around them. Fall is always a very busy and exciting time for the children with its abundance
of Jewish and secular holidays, both of which are important parts of the ECC curriculum.
This year with Thanksgiving and Chanukah together, it gave us the opportunity to meld the
traditions, history and customs of both holidays. The origin of both holidays is based on the
struggle for religious freedom so it seems fitting that the holidays are intertwined.
At the ECC we always look at Thanksgiving through “Jewish eyes” and focus on what we
are thankful for. Even our youngest toddlers learned about the native Americans helping
the pilgrims and the feast was how they thanked them. In our three year old classes, much
discussion was based on looking at all that we have to be thankful for and how we can help
others less fortunate. Our four year old classes deepened their discussions by talking about
religious freedom, a right we enjoy in our country, and how so many people, including
our relatives; have come here for that reason. We also looked at ways the ECC and our
families can add a meaningful Jewish component to both family and school celebrations of
Thanksgiving.
Helping those who are less fortunate is a traditional Jewish way to show appreciation for
our own blessings. Both the celebrations of Thanksgiving and Chanukah remind us and give
all of us opportunities to perform mitzvot, although they should not be reserved only for
holidays or special times. The frequent collections that occur at our synagogue of food, toys,
books, money and clothing give everyone, including our youngest members, the opportunity
to directly participate in mitzvot. Having your family volunteer at a local charity or soup
kitchen during the year or the holidays is another meaningful way to help others. The ECC
took part in both the “Children to Children Chanukah Toy Project” and the “Families Helping
Families” food drive. These were wonderful mitzvah projects for our little ones, who learn best
by hands-on concrete experiences, since they were able to choose and deposit the items for
those in need. The entire ECC participates in mitzvah projects throughout the year and one of
our major goals is for our children to make doing mitzvot a part of their lives.
REGISTRATION REMINDER: Registration is currently in progress for both our 20142015 Early Childhood Center and Summer 2014 programs. We still have limited openings in
all of our age groups. Our early registration discount ends as of December 31 for our 20142015 school rates. If you have not as yet registered your child and are interested in doing so,
please contact our director, Shelley Roff, at x314.

POT LUCK DINNER and
CONVERSATION IN THE
SUKKAH
On September 23 Sisterhood hosted
a pot luck dinner in the Sukkah. It
was very well attended and the food
was scrumptious. Rabbi Danny led a
discussion about the meaning of Sukkot
and the ways in which it is celebrated.
This event is an annual occurrence so if
you did not participate this year, please
join us in 2014.
SPA NIGHT FUNDRAISER
FOR CHARITY
On Ot5ober 12 twelve women luxuriated
in spa treatments at Red Hots Spa in
Roslyn. The proceeds of this Sisterhood
sponsored annual event benefit
Sharsharet, an organization that helps
women suffering from ovarian and breast
cancer. The event is held in memory of
Carol Rosenberg, a past president of
Sisterhood, who succumbed to the disease
but who always looked her best.
THE SISTERS OF COMMUNITY
SYNAGOGUE
Once again Sisterhood sponsored a team
and walked the boardwalk at Jones Beach
to help the fight against breast cancer. The
“Making Strides Against Breast Cancer”
of Jones Beach walk was sponsored by
The American Cancer Society. It is not
too late to donate to this worthy cause.
UPCOMING EVENTS
• Sisterhood Sponsored Holiday Toy
Drive – Deposit new, safe, unwrapped
toys for infants through teens in the
large baskets in the synagogue lobby.
• Mah Jongg Mavens on December 17 at
7:30 PM

Board continued from page 4

as the Vice President, Member Services on the Executive Committee of the synagogue, as it
enables me to get to know so many of our congregants. I’m very proud to have introduced the
Gift Membership program during my tenure in this role. I also currently serve as one of the
Fundraising Vice Presidents of Sisterhood during which time I introduced our very successful
Purim Shalach Manot Basket program. I’m a member of the College Parents Committee as
well as manage The Community Synagogue Judaica Shop.
My full-time job is as a Development Executive with UJA-Federation of New York, an
organization that exemplifies the true meaning of Tikkun Olam, and am the proud mom of
Mikki Rosman, 24, who will be graduating in the spring with a Master’s degree in School
Counseling from LIU Post, and Ilan Rosman, 21, who will be graduating in the spring from
Nassau Community College.
DECEMBER 2013 KISLEV/TEVET 5774

We Welcome
New Members!
Michael Farrington &
Dorit Zeevi-Farrington
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POWTY LINDSAY GANCI
Have you heard what our POWTY Youth Programs members have
been up to? All of our members in grades 4-12 have had the chance to
participate in some exciting POWTY events over the past few weeks!
Last month, JPOW members celebrated Shabbat together at our successful Pump It Up
Shabbat event! Together with 4-6th grade friends from Temple Sinai of Roslyn’s Junior Youth
Group JORTY, we celebrated Shabbat together with dinner, song session and services before
our jumping session at Pump It Up, a gymnasium filled with inflatable bounce castles! It was
a unique and exciting way for our members to celebrate Shabbat together with their Jewish
friends!

The Port
Washington
Rosh Chodesh
Group 5773
Thursday,
December 5, 2013
9:30–11:00AM
Temple Beth Israel
Temple Drive
Port Washington

Above left: Senior POWTY Members at our Publicolor Day of Service in Brooklyn. Above right:
Members of JPOW at Pump It Up Shabbat on November 1!
Senior POWTY members traveled to Brooklyn on November 1st for our second annual
POWTY Publicolor Day of Service at The Brooklyn Transition Center, a District 75 school
that exclusively educates students with severe special needs. We kicked off our morning
with Shabbat services on the bus, and then spent the day working alongside students from
The Brooklyn Transition Center for a full day of painting with the goal of brightening both
their school’s walls and their daily experiences at their school with paint! We had a truly
meaningful, special day! Senior POWTY members also celebrated Shabbat together on
November 15th, and kicked off Chanukah with our Holiday Culinary Academy: Latkes and
our annual Chanukah gift swap!
POWTY Seven members also had their first experience of the year with Lindsay on
November 12th, as a part of their seventh grade curriculum.
Save the date for these exciting POWTY Youth Programs:
• December 3, 6:15-8 pm – POWTY Seven Lesson with Lindsay – 7th graders will have
dinner and a special lesson with Lindsay during religious school.
• December 8, all day – Senior POWTY @ NFTY-NAR Social Justice Day – Senior POWTY
members in grades 9-12 are invited to join over 150 teens from our NFTY region for a full
day of community service on Long Island. For more information, or to register, contact
Lindsay!
• Deember 17, 6-7:30 pm – JPOW Holiday Culinary Academy: Doggie Buscuits for the
North Shore Animal League – JPOW members in grades 4-6 will enjoy a pizza dinner
together before baking homemade doggie biscuits that we will be donating to the dogs in
need at the North Shore Animal League in Port Washington. Don’t miss this wonderful day
of community service and fun with friends!
• Monday, January 20, 214, 6-8 pm at Benihana – POWTY Hibachi Party – 8-12th graders,
join your Senior POWTY pals for a relaxing, fun evening out to celebrate the end of a
stressful midterm period at Benihana!
All participants in our programs must be registered POWTY members. To register your
child(ren)/teen(s) as POWTY Youth Programs members, please visit the Youth sections of
our website, www.commsyn.org, and click on the link to our registration form.
Members of all three of our POWTY Youth Programs have the opportunity to participate
in exciting programs coming up in the next few weeks. For more information about POWTY
Youth Programs, please contact me!
Love & POWTY.
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A NEW PERSPECTIVE ON
GOD’S TOP TEN
Rabbi Carol Rudnick Goldblatt will
present “A New Perspective on G-d’s
Top Ten,” a participatory exploration
of the Ten Commandments. Come
and join us for an interesting and lively
discussion on how to incorporate
traditional and modern perspectives
on the Ten Commandments into life
in the 21st century.
RABBI CAROL RUDNICK
GOLDBLATT
Rabbi Carol is a long standing teacher
and leader in the Port Washington
community. She was born and raised
in Chestertown in rural Maryland.
She was educated at the University
of Delaware with a BA in Philosophy
and Psychology, with a minor in
Educational Studies. Rabbi Carol was
ordained at HUC-JIR in Cincinnati,
Ohio.
NEXT MEETING March 6, 2014
Subsequently on April 3, 2014
and May 1, 2014

THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE MAKING SACRED CONNECTIONS

LAMA *HML

RABBI IRWIN ZEPLOWITZ

QUESTION: Whenever I go to the cemetery I was told to place a
stone on the grave. Why do we do that?
ANSWER: In ancient days, a grave was not marked with a single
marker or gravestone, but with stones arranged in a pile or as a
cairn. Each mourner who added a stone was, thereby, taking part in
the mitzvah of “setting a stone.” Perhaps, as a vestige of this ancient
means of burial, each stone we add reminds us that a loved one –
even in death – is never alone.
Many people believe that the placing of
a stone is simply a way to indicate that the
person buried at that spot is remembered. It
is a physical means of saying, “I was here.”
This certainly has a basis in Jewish tradition.
In the late 19th century Yitzhak Sperling,
author of Ta’amei HaMinagim (“The Reasons
for Customs”) wrote: “We put grass and
pebbles on the grave to show that the visitor
was at the grave. It is a sort of calling card to
tell the deceased that you have paid him [sic]
a visit.” Similarly, in the 16th century, Rabbi
Joseph Karo spoke of placing on a grave a stone or grass (more about
that later!) to “honor the deceased,” indicating his feeling that this is
an act more for the departed than the person who visits.
Some claim that placing a stone relates to an earlier practice of

putting grass on stones. This was based on the Jewish acceptance
of resurrection (traditionally physical, but it could also relate to the
values and memories coming “back to life”), based on the verse “They
shall spring up as the grass of the field.” (Psalm 72:18) Since some
locales where Jews lived did not have grass or it would have blown
away, some suggest that people turned to using stones.
Whatever the reason, I find it quite moving when I go to a
cemetery and see the various smaller stones that others placed
on gravestones. Who else, I wonder, also
remembers this individual? Further, the
placing of a stone pushes me to ask in what
way can I take a bit from the best of the life
of the person I recall and use it to “mark” my
days with meaning? What small bit of my
life do I hope others take with them through
how I act each day?
One final thought. If you go to a cemetery
and see a grave with no small stones on the
monument, it is an appropriate and worthy
act to place one on it as a prayerful indication
and hope that the best of that person lives on,
and that their soul is at rest. By personally placing a stone on a grave
we are reminded that the obligation to remember – and live out the
best of the generations who came before – is ours.
* Lama — The Hebrew word for “why”

Rabbi continued from page 1
practice that over 50% of American Jews still participate in today. In
terms of festivals they are attendance at a Seder, some celebration of
Chanukah , and some observance of the High Holy Days. And
the other three are b’nei mitzvah, some form of marriage practice, and
some form of funeral practice.
This is not to say that everyone is marking these Jewish lifecycle
moments in the same way. Today in the American Jewish community
people are increasingly personalizing these moments in order to find
meaning and significance within them. It is worth remembering that
every Jewish ritual was at one point an innovation and something
that broke with the pre-existing traditions.
For us as a synagogue the important thing is to be present to
share in these moments with you to help move them from being
another check box in life’s journey to make them into powerful and
transformative Jewish moments in our lives. No baby blessing, bar or
bat mitzvah, wedding, or funeral is the same, because each one has to
speak to, and be meaningful for, the people involved. There are always
similarities and elements that are considered to be a necessary part of
the tradition, but there is also flexibility and potential for finding new
meanings and new rituals which speak to us today.
If we are to take anything away from the Pew study it is that as an
American Jewish community we are proud to be Jewish, but we want
to find meaning in our Jewish lives which is relevant for us as 21st
century Jews, not as hand-me-downs from the 19th century.
As a synagogue, in considering what our mission is, we were
clear that one of our primary tasks is to be there with you for those
life cycle moments to celebrate the joyful ones and to help you find
comfort in the difficult ones. Being part of a community means
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being there for each other, and as clergy we look forward to finding
meaning together in those moments as we join together on life’s
journey.

When Death Occurs
Whatever time of the day or night, when a death occurs, we
are here for you, and we ask that you call The Community
Synagogue at 516-883-3144. If someone is not immediately
available, a message on our answering machine will direct
you to one of our Rabbis or to our Cantor. If a death occurs
at night, please note that arrangements for funerals cannot be
made until the next day, although the funeral home of your
choice (and which you call directly) can pick up the deceased
at any hour.
The support and counsel of our clergy is always available in
a time of emergency. In most instances, when a death occurs
at night, you can call any of our clergy early the following
morning to make the necessary arrangements (including
finding a funeral home in the area.)
The day and hour of the funeral service should be decided
only after consultation with the officiating Rabbi and/or
Cantor. Please do not assume that a time for the funeral is set
until this is confirmed by the Rabbi and/or Cantor.
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BROTHERHOOD

The Affordable Care Act
and How It Affects You
Brotherhood Brunch: Sunday Dec. 8
11am – 1pm
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED
Hear from health insurance industry
experts, Jack and Larissa Obadia, who will
present an informative program on this
important, timely, and engaging issue on
how the ACA affects you and your loved
ones.
Jack Obadia is a licensed health
insurance broker with over 30 years
experience, certified in the NY SHOP
exchange, and the NY Individual
Exchange. Larissa is a Senior Provider
Contracting Representative At Emblem
Health
Topics to include:
• People employed by either big or small
firms;
• People employed by self-insured plans;
• Self employed individuals and
individuals in general.
Join us for a bite and a bit of health
insurance information
RSVP: spenco518@gmail.com

Poker Night
Wednesday, December 18 @ 7:30 pm
In the Multi-Purpose Room
Check weekly Kesher for further
information.

92ND STREET Y

Brotherhood Presents the
92nd St Y Fall 2013 Schedule
We are close to selling our 5,000th ticket. Who would have ever figured? Everyone purchasing
a ticket this year will get one chance for each ticket purchased. Brotherhood will award the
winner series of 92nd St Y programs worth $100.
How to order? The best for all is to use the ticket website www.commsyn.org/92Y. Using
the online site eliminates all of our bookkeeping and you get an immediate confirmation. Just
use any credit or debit card. If you really can’t use a computer, then e-mail btobin@optonline.
net with your name, address, phone contact, the programs you want to see and the number of
tickets. If you can’t e-mail, then call the special number at the Synagogue (516) 883-3144, ext.
390 and leave the same information plus your e-mail address.
Piers Morgan with Dr. Gail Saltz
December 11th, Wednesday, 8 pm
Piers Morgan is a British journalist and the current host of Piers
Morgan Live on CNN, which he began hosting in January 2011.
The show replaced Larry King Live in the 9:00 pm timeslot
following King’s retirement. He is a former judge on America’s Got
Talent and a former winner of The Celebrity Apprentice. In the
United Kingdom he worked as a writer and editor for several British tabloids, including The
Sun, News of the World, and Daily Mirror, and was a judge on Britain’s Got Talent.
In November 2012 Morgan was criticized in the official findings of the Lord Leveson
Inquiry which found that Morgan’s testimony about phone hacking “clearly proves” that
he was aware that it was taking place in the press as a whole and that he was sufficiently
unembarrassed by what was criminal behavior that he was prepared to joke about it.” Morgan
has written eight books, including three volumes of memoirs.
Ari Shavit with David Remnick: The Tragedy and Triumph of Israel
January 8th, Wednesday, 8 pm
Haaretz senior correspondent Ari Shavit joins New Yorker editor
David Remnick for an incisive analysis of the Jewish state’s fraught
history— and its prospects for the future. Shavit’s new book, My
Promised Land: TheTriumph and Tragedy of Israel, is the sweeping
result of his 30 years in the trenches of Israeli society and politics.
David Remnick, editor of The New Yorker since July, 1998, is the author of several books,
including King of the World, Resurrection, and Lenin’s Tomb.

December
Brotherhood Meeting
Monday, Dec 9 2013–8:00PM in the
Boardroom (Executive Board meets
at 7:30). Brotherhood welcomes new
and returning members to sit in at our
monthly meetings.
Becoming a Brotherhood member
and supporting Brotherhood’s activities
is easier than ever. Just go to the
Brotherhood page on The Community
Synagogue website:
http://www.commsyn.org/Brotherhood/
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THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE MAKING SACRED CONNECTIONS

DONATIONS

One that sows Tzedaka has a sure reward
PROVERBS 11:18

We gratefully acknowledge support to
The Community Synagogue
through contributions to our many funds
and sincerely thank the following:
CHOIR FUND

•• Alice Semouha-Aboody & Family In honor of our extra
ordinary clergy with thanks
•• Debbie Buglisi In honor of the baby naming of Rivkah
Buglisi
•• Burton & Joyce Cohen In appreciation of the clergy for a
wonderful service for the new year. Making the service so
meaningful
•• Norman & Barbara Gross In memory of Gerald Schefer,
brother of Norman Schefer
•• Renee Gruskin In appreciation of Cantor Franco, for all
that you did so perfectly
•• Arline Isaacs In appreciation of our wonderful clergy.
What a fabulous High Holiday service. We are very lucky
to have you
•• Elliott & Marion Kahn In appreciation of the wonderful
services
•• Hal & Bobbie Landowne In honor of the birth of our
great granddaughter, Miya Victoria Dillon
•• Corey & Mindy Lieblein In memory of Richard Stein,
father of Minday Lieblein
•• Stan & Eileen Ronell In memory of Grace Fleischman,
wife of Howard Fleischman
•• Edward & Phyllis Schieber In honor of Joyce & Burton
Cohen’s granddaughter becoming Bat Mitzvah
•• Les & Evie Schonbrun In honor of Joyce & Burton Cohen’s
granddaughter, Ariel Cohen becoming Bat Mitzvah
•• Les & Evie Schonbrun In memory of Jerrold Fox, husband
of Judith Fox
•• Martin & Jane Schwartz In appreciation of Cantor Franco
& In honor of our grandsons, Jacob & Max Schwartz
becoming B’nai Mitzvah
•• Steven & Karen Seltzer In appreciation of the clergy
during the High Holidays
•• Steven & Judi Zarkin In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Steven & Judi Zarkin In memory of Annette Winetz
(Yahrzeit)
•• Steven & Judi Zarkin In honor of Jill & Len Berman on
the engagement of Rachel Berman to Marc Alter
•• Steven & Judi Zarkin In memory of Roberta Sindel, wife
of Brian Sindel
•• Steven & Judi Zarkin In memory of Julius Helfstein;
Minnie Helfstein (Yahrzeits)

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND

•• Len & Jill Berman In honor of Sara & Justin Ross on the
birth of their baby boy
•• Len & Jill Berman In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Richard & Joyce Bram In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Alan & Alice Brod In memory of Shirley Fox
•• Eric & Mady Caslow In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Jeffrey & Joan Grant In honor of Howard Schiff
•• Jeffrey & Joan Grant In honor of Len & Jill Berman on
the engagement of their daughter, Rachel Berman to
Marc Alter
•• Stephen & Betsy Kurcias In memory of Randi Rimerman
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•• Peter & Joyce Mandelkern In memory of Marilyn Targove
(Yahrzeit)
•• Neil Radey In memory of Roberta Sindel
•• Ira & Iris Rimerman In honor of Helene & Norman
Schefer on the birth of their great granddaughter
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In memory of Randi
Rimerman
•• Marty & Jane Schwartz In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Chad & Amanda Stone In honor of Molly Edelblum
becoming Bat Mitzvah; Drew Reiter becoming Bar Mitzvah
•• Maxine Stone In honor of Lauren Mundell’s engagement
to Barry Krauss
•• David & Donna Stricker In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James Emanuel
Cohen
•• Russell & Judy Thal In honor of Bobbie & Hal Landowne
on the birth of their granddaughter, Miya Victoria Dillon

FLOWER FUND

•• Edward & Helen Berkun In honor of Lauren Mundell’s
engagement to Barry Kraus
•• Edward & Helen Berkun In honor of Charlotte & David
Cohen on the engagement of their daughter, Lauren
Mundell to Barry Krauss
•• Edward & Helen Berkun In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Richard & Joyce Bram In honor of Jill & Len Berman
on the engagement of their daughter, Rachel Berman to
Marc Alter
•• Richard & Joyce Bram In memory of Grace Fleischman,
wife of Howard Fleischman
•• Arthur & Marion Cohen In memory of Sophia Cohen
(Yahrzeit)
•• Arthur & Marion Cohen In memory of Stanley Cohen
(Yahrzeit)
•• Arthur & Marion Cohen Speedy recovery to David Golbert
•• Arthur & Marion Cohen In honor of Charlotte & David
Cohen on the engagement of their daughter, Lauren
Mundell to Barry Krauss
•• Burton & Joyce Cohen In honor of Jill & Len Berman
on the engagement of their daughter, Rachel Berman to
Marc Alter
•• Mark & Jill Eisenberg In honor of Diane & Howard
Heiman on the marriage of their daughter, Laura to Adam
Litchfield
•• Abe & Florence Elenowitz In memory of Randi
Rimerman
•• Abe & Florence Elenowitz In memory of William
Landsberg, father of Nina Bernstein
•• Philip Krevitsky & Yvette Bergman In memory of Gloria
Lipman, mother of Michael Lipman
•• Philip Krevitsky & Yvette Bergman In memory of Elaine
Bogal & Luis Calix’s granddaughter
•• Richard & Barbara Neuman In memory of Roberta Sindel
•• Barry & Fran Richter In honor of Cynthia & Michael
Rubinberg on the engagement of their son Matthew to
Melanie Weisblack
•• Ira & Iris Rimerman In honor of Jill & Len Berman on the
engagement of their daughter, Rachel Berman to Marc
Alter

•• Ira & Iris Rimerman In honor of Cynthia & Michael
Rubinberg on the marriage of their son, Matthew to
Melanie Weisblack
•• Stevan & Michelle Roberts In memory of Teresa (Tess)
Pollack (Yahrzeit)
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In memory of Grace
Fleischman
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In memory of Miriam
Goldsmith
•• Shirl Marblestone In memory of Bobbi Sindel

MITZVAH CORPS FUND

•• Paul & Jill Fishbin In memory of Shirley Fox
•• Dave & Gail Golbert In memory of Joseph Golbert
(Yahrzeit)
•• Dave & Gail Golbert In honor of Doreen & Michael Berne
on the engagement of Jonathan Berne to Elizabeth
Murakami
•• Stephen & Betsy Kurcias In memory of Grace Fleischman
•• Stephen & Betsy Kurcias In honor of Jack Mandel
becoming president
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In honor of Jane & Marty
Schwartz on their grandchildren, Jacob & Max Schwartz
becoming B’nai Mitzvah
•• Stanley Schickler & Lucy Effron In honor of Denise &
Stephen Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen

POWTY FUND

•• Mark & Jill Eisenberg In honor of Marla & Ira Pinkus
on the engagement of their daughter, Rebecca Pinkus to
Brian Burton
•• Evan & Shari Schieber In memory of Ruth Friedlander
(Yahrzeit)

PRAYERBOOK FUND

•• Arline Isaacs In memory of Melita Isaacs; Edward Isaacs
(Yahrzeits)
•• Steven & Karyn Miller In appreciation of Mark Eisenberg
•• Edward & Bernice Wenger In honor of Vicky & Michael
Kohn on the engagement of their son, Jonathan Kohn to
Jaclyn Rub
•• Edward & Bernice Wenger In memory of Randi
Rimerman
•• Edward & Bernice Wenger In honor of Denise &
Stephen Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen

RABBI MARTIN ROZENBERG DISCRETIONARY
FUND

•• Rudi & Janet de Winter In honor of Rabbi Martin &
Estelle Rozenberg on the marriage of their granddaughter,
Stacy Miriam Sadove to Richard Sason Zbeda
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In honor of Rabbi
Martin & Estelle Rozenberg on the marriage of their
granddaughter, Stacy Miriam Sadove to Richard Sason
Zbeda
•• Michael & Cynthia Rubinberg In honor of Rabbi
Martin & Estelle Rozenberg on the marriage of their
granddaughter
•• Ellen Savran In honor of Rabbi Martin & Estelle
Rozenberg on the marriage of their granddaughter, Stacy
Miriam Sadove to Richard Sason Zbeda
•• Arnie & Brenda Turok In honor of Rabbi Martin & Estelle
Rozenberg on the marriage of their granddaughter

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

•• Alice Semouha-Aboody Speedy recovery to Dave Golbert
•• Alice Semouha-Aboody & Family In honor of our extra
ordinary clergy with thanks
•• Herb Altman In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Scott & Desiree Bookstein In appreciation of Rabbi
Burkeman, Cantor Franco & Fred Axelrod for preparing
Bennett Bookstein for his Bar Mitzvah
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•• Stan & Anne Bratskeir In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Arthur & Marion Cohen In appreciation of Rabbi
Zeplowitz for Yom Kippur Sermon
•• Arthur & Marion Cohen In appreciation of Art’s honor for
the High Holidays
•• Harriet Cohen In memory of Grace Fleischman
•• Harriet Cohen In memory of Miriam Goldsmith
•• Harriet Cohen In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Rudi & Janet de Winter In honor of Rabbi Zeplowitz
•• Rudi & Janet de Winter In appreciation of the clergy for
great services & Get well to Deena Zeplowitz
•• Rudi & Janet de Winter In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of
Leah Benabou
•• Rita Eisenberg In honor of Jill, Mark, Jacob & Taylor
Eisenberg
•• Abe & Florence Elenowitz In memory of Gerald Schefer,
brother of Norman Schefer
•• Bob Epstein & Beth Hisler Speedy recovery to Deena
Zeplowitz
•• Howard Fleischman In memory of Roberta Sindel
•• Howard Fleischman In appreciation of Rabbi Zeplowitz
& Rabbi Burkeman for the kindness shown & comfort
given to my late wife, Grace during her last illness & for
officiating at her funeral service
•• Howard Fleischman In memory of Randi Rimerman,
daughter of Ira & Iris Rimerman
•• Richard & Ellen Fox In appreciation of Rabbi Zeplowitz
for a beautiful service in memory of Arthur Fox, father of
Richard Fox
•• J.D. & Deborah Friedland In memory of Jennye
Weinstein Friedland (Yahrzeit)
•• Miles & Gloria Glantz In honor of Rabbi Martin & Estelle
Rozenberg on the marriage of their granddaughter, Stacy
Miriam Sadove to Richard Sason Zbeda
•• Miles & Gloria Glantz Speedy recovery to Dave Golbert
•• Miles & Gloria Glantz In honor of Mel & Lynn Schreiber
on the marriage of their son, Gary to Hilary Schiff & the
marriage of their granddaughter, Dawn Kleinman to Dan
Amoruso
•• Miles & Gloria Glantz Speedy recovery to Aaron Morgan
•• Goldie Greenberg In memory of Nelson Greenberg
(Yahrzeit)
•• Stephen & Margaret Hand In memory of Gloria Lipman,
mother of Michael Lipman
•• Stephen & Margaret Hand In appreciation of the
holidays
•• Arline Isaacs In appreciation of all the loving wishes from
the congregation. In loving memory of Peter Isaacs
•• Arline Isaacs In appreciation of our wonderful clergy.
What a fabulous High Holiday service. We are very lucky
to have you
•• Elliott & Marion Kahn In appreciation of the wonderful
services
•• Erik & Deena Katz In honor of Emma Deutsch becoming
Bat Mitzvah
•• Philip Krevitsky & Yvette Bergman In honor of Phyllis &
Paul Kurland on their 45th wedding anniversary
•• Robert & N H Lippet In appreciation of Rabbi Zeplowitz
•• Andy & Beth Lipset In memory of Shirley Fox
•• Bill & Cynthia Magazine In memory of Grace Fleischman
•• Bill & Cynthia Magazine In honor of Jill & Len Berman
on the engagement of their daughter, Rachel Berman to
Marc Alter
•• Richard Maidman & Gail Lowe Maidman In memory of
Jeanette M. Lowe (Yahrzeit)
•• Mitchell & Judy Maiman In memory of Elaine Feldman
•• Mitchell & Judy Maiman In honor of Gail & Daniel
Barasch on the engagement of their daughter, Adrienne
Barasch to Josh Mandelberger
•• Mitchell & Judy Maiman In honor of Charlotte & David
Cohen on the engagement of their daughter, Lauren
Mundell to Barry Krauss
•• Steven & Karyn Miller In appreciation of Rabbi Zeplowitz
•• Fred & Wendy Mizrahi In memory of Bernice Friedman
(Yahrzeit)
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•• Michael & Loretta Molk In memory of Bobbi Sindel
•• Michael & Loretta Molk In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Roy & Anne Nelson In memory of Shirley Fox, mother of
Richard Fox
•• Barry & Fran Richter For those in need
•• Ira & Iris Rimerman In memory of Grace Fleischman
•• Ira & Iris Rimerman In memory of Gerald Schefer,
brother of Norman Schefer
•• Ira & Iris Rimerman In memory of Jerome Boros
•• Ira & Iris Rimerman In memory of Bobbi Sindel
•• Gil & Annette Rosenthal In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Gil & Annette Rosenthal In honor of Charlotte & David
Cohen on the engagement of their daughter, Lauren
Mundell to Barry Krauss
•• Gil & Annette Rosenthal In honor of Lynn & Mel
Schreiber on the marriage of their son, Gary Schreiber to
Hilary Schiff
•• Gil & Annette Rosenthal In honor of Lynn & Mel
Schreiber on the marriage of their granddaughter, Dawn
Kleinman to Dan Amoruso
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In honor of Charlotte
& David Cohen on the engagement of their daughter,
Lauren Mundell to Barry Krauss
•• Henry & Susan Salzhauer In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Benjamin & Sydelle Sands In memory of Randi
Rimerman
•• Ellen Savran In honor of Denise & Stephen Silverstein on
the birth of their grandson, James Emmanuel Cohen
•• Ellen Savran In honor of Goldie Greenberg’s grandson’s
birthday
•• Ellen Savran In honor of Mark & Madelyn Fogel on the
engagement of their daughter, Esther Fogel to Ross Fox
•• Ellen Savran In honor of Jill & Len Berman on the
engagement of their daughter, Rachel Berman to Marc
Alter
•• Ellen Savran In memory of William Landsberg
•• Ellen Savran In memory of Gloria Lipman
•• Ellen Savran In appreciation of The Community
Synagogue Staff
•• Ellen Savran In honor of Doreen & Michael Berne on the
engagement of their son, Jonathan Berne to Elizabeth
Murakami
•• Ellen Savran In memory of Shirley Fox
•• Ellen Savran In memory of the granddaughter of Elaine
Bogal & Luis Calix
•• Ellen Savran In honor of Marla & Ira Pinkus on the
engagement of their daughter, Rebecca Pinkus to Brian
Burton
•• Edward & Phyllis Schieber Speedy recovery to Jack
Mandel
•• Edward & Phyllis Schieber In memory of Rae Schieber
(Yahrzeit)
•• Marty & Jane Schwartz In appreciation of Rabbi
Zeplowitz & In honor of our grandsons, Jacob & Max
Schwartz becoming B’nai Mitzvah
•• Marty & Jane Schwartz In appreciation of Rabbi
Burkeman & In honor of our grandsons, Jacob & Max
Schwartz becoming B’nai Mitzvah
•• Steven & Karen Seltzer In appreciation of the clergy
during the High Holidays
•• Scott & Gillian Shafranek In memory of Nadine Fladell,
mother of Lanie Marcus
•• Stephen & Denise Silverstein In memory of Esther
Davidoff
•• Stephen & Denise Silverstein In honor of Jill & Len
Berman on the engagement of their daughter, Rachel
Berman to Marc Alter
•• Stephen & Denise Silverstein In memory of William
Landsberg
•• Brian Sindel In memory of Randi Rimerman; Grace
Fleischman
•• Harold Sokoloff & Dorothy Weintraub In honor of Molly
Edelblum becoming Bat Mitzvah
•• Harold Sokoloff & Dorothy Weintraub In memory of
Bobbi Sindel

•• Harold Sokoloff & Dorothy Weintraub In memory of
Grace Fleischman

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

•• David & Barbara Dash In memory of Richard Stein
•• Mark & Jill Eisenberg In honor of Molly Edelblum
becoming Bat Mitzvah
•• Arline Isaacs In memory of Miriam Goldsmith, wife of
Stanley Goldsmith
•• Susan Lehrhoff In honor of Nicole Ehrlich becoming Bat
Mitzvah
•• Donald & Even Markowitz In memory of Richard Stein,
father of Mindy Lieblein
•• Barry & Fran Richter In honor of Daniel Dash becoming
Bar Mitzvah
•• Alan & Felice Schwartz In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Alan & Felice Schwartz In honor of Jill & Len Berman on
the birth of their granddaughter, Isabel Sage Berman
•• Marty & Jane Schwartz In appreciation of Fred Axelrod
preparing our grandson’s, Jacob & Max Schwartz for their
B’nai Mitzvah
•• Religious School Staff In memory of Zev Zlatin, father of
Dafna Zlatin

SANCTUARY REFURBISHMENT FUND

•• Daniel & Gail Barasch In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Daniel & Gail Barasch In honor of Len & Jill Berman on
the engagement of their daughter, Rachel Berman to
Marc Alter
•• Len & Jill Berman In memory of William Landsberg
•• Burton & Joyce Cohen In honor of Aaron Morgan
•• Burton & Joyce Cohen In memory of Grace Fleischman
•• Spencer & Linda Cohen In honor of Gail & Daniel Barasch
on the engagement of their daughter, Adrienne Barasch to
Josh Mandelberger
•• Spencer & Linda Cohen In memory of Leon “Lee”
Schrager (Yahrzeit)
•• Richard & Karen Dankner In honor of Gail & Daniel
Barasch on the engagement of their daughter, Adrienne
Barasch to Josh Mandelberger
•• Richard & Karen Dankner In memory of William
Landsberg
•• Richard & Karen Dankner In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James Emanuel
Cohen
•• Richard & Karen Dankner In honor of Jill & Len Berman
on the engagement of their daughter Rachel Berman to
Marc Alter
•• David & Barbara Dash In honor of Jill & Len Berman
on the engagement of their daughter, Rachel Berman to
Marc Alter
•• Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In honor of Charlotte
Cohen on the engagement of her daughter, Lauren
Mundell to Barry Krauss
•• Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In honor of Jill & Len
Berman on the engagement of their daughter, Rachel
Berman to Marc Alter
•• Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In memory of Grace
Fleischman, wife of Howard Fleischman
•• Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In honor of Denise &
Stephen Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In memory of Gerald
Schefer, brother of Norman Schefer
•• Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In memory of Bobbi
Sindel
•• Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In memory of William
Landsberg
•• Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung In memory of Randi
Rimerman, daughter of Ira & Iris Rimerman
•• Mark & Jill Eisenberg In memory of Shirley Fox, mother
of Richard Fox
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•• Bob Epstein & Beth Hisler Speedy recovery to Aaron
Morgan
•• Susanne & Ronald Fein & Family In memory of Suzy
Bikoff
•• Susanne & Ronald Fein & Family In honor of Jack
Mandel
•• Susanne & Ronald Fein & Family In memory of Linda
Lane
•• Dorette Forman & Mark Eisenberg In appreciation of
Faith Norwick for all her work efforts during the High
Holidays
•• Peter & Dorette Forman Speedy recovery to Jack Mandel
•• Howard & April Furst In memory of Richard Stein, father
of Mindy Lieblein
•• Miles & Gloria Glantz In memory of Lou Seeger
•• Miles & Gloria Glantz In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Larry & B. Helft In honor of Doreen & Michael Berne on
the engagement of their son, Jonathan Berne to Elizabeth
Murakami
•• Larry & B. Helft In honor of Lauren Seltzer becoming Bat
Mitzvah
•• Larry & B. Helft Speedy recovery to Dave Golbert
•• Larry & B. Helft In memory of Esther Davidoff
•• Larry & B. Helft In memory of William Landsberg
•• Larry & B. Helft Speedy recovery to Aaron Morgan
•• Larry & B. Helft In honor of Mark & Madelyn Fogel on the
engagement of their daughter, Esther Fogel to Ross Fox
•• Larry & B. Helft In honor of Evelyn & Ken Burack on the
marriage of their son, Matthew Burack to Elyse Lipman
•• Larry & B. Helft In memory of Elaine Feldman
•• Larry & B. Helft In honor of Denise & Stephen Silverstein
on the birth of their grandson, James Emmanuel Cohen
•• Larry & B. Helft In honor of Georgia DeYoung being
honored at the Port Washington Library
•• Larry & B. Helft In memory of Shirley Fox
•• Larry & B. Helft Speedy recovery to Lyn Cross
•• Larry & B. Helft In memory of Barney Loerinc (Yahrzeit)
•• Larry & B. Helft In honor of Marla & Ira Pinkus on the
engagement of their daughter, Rebecca Pinkus to Brian
Burton
•• Larry & B. Helft In honor of Howard Schiff
•• Mitch & Judy Maiman Family In honor of Denise &
Stephen Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Sally Pass In memory of Marvin Soskil’s father
•• Barry & Fran Richter In memory of Cal Tobin, brother of
Bert Tobin
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In memory of Bobbi
Sindel
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In honor of Jill & Len
Berman on the engagement of their daughter, Rachel
Berman to Marc Alter
•• Mark Rozeen & Cathy Seldin In memory of Shirley Fox
•• Henry & Susan Salzhauer In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Norman & Helene Schefer In memory of Randi
Rimerman
•• Edward & Phyllis Schieber In memory of Randi
Rimerman
•• Howard & Debbie Schiff In memory of Esther Davidoff,
mother-in-law of Lisa Davidoff
•• Howard & Debbie Schiff In honor of Doreen & Michael
Berne on the engagement of their son, Jonathan Berne to
Elizabeth Murakami
•• Howard & Debbie Schiff In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Howard & Debbie Schiff In honor of Rabbi Martin &
Estelle Rozenberg on the marriage of their granddaughter,
Stacy Miriam Sadove to Richard Sason Zbeda
•• Howard & Debbie Schiff In memory of Elaine Feldman
•• Howard & Debbie Schiff In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Howard & Debbie Schiff In honor of Jill & Len Berman on
the engagement of Rachel Berman to Marc Alter
•• Steven & Karen Seltzer In memory of Gloria Lipman,
mother of Michael Lipman
•• Steven & Karen Seltzer In memory of Roberta Sindel
•• Steven & Karen Seltzer In appreciation of Jane Ronis
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•• Steven & Karen Seltzer In memory of Shirley Fox, mother
of Richard Fox
•• David & Donna Stricker In appreciation of Jack Mandel
•• Russell & Judy Thal In honor of and in appreciation of
Rabbi Zeplowitz & Jack Mandel

SYNAGOGUE FUND

•• Len & Jill Berman In honor of Gail & Daniel Barasch on
the engagement of their daughter, Adrienne Barasch to
Josh Mandelberger
•• Len & Jill Berman In honor of Charlotte & David Cohen
on the engagement of their daughter, Lauren Mundell to
Barry Kraus
•• Len & Jill Berman In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Len & Jill Berman In honor of Alree & Richard Weiss on
the marriage of their son, Michael J. Weiss to Brett N.
Rosenzweig
•• Len & Jill Berman In memory of Shirley Fox, mother of
Richard Fox
•• Len & Jill Berman In honor of Lauren Mundell on the
engagement to Barry Kraus
•• Hal & Evelyn Bernfeld In memory of Elaine Feldman,
mother of Spencer Feldman
•• Hal & Evelyn Bernfeld In memory of Leo Janas Hvili
•• Warren & Nina Bernstein In memory of Muriel
Landsberg (Yahrzeit)
•• David & Mardi Braun In memory of Nathan Housman
(Yahrzeit)
•• Debbie Buglisi In memory of Rebecca Felch (Yahrzeit)
•• Robert & Miriam Caslow In memory of William
Landsberg
•• David & Charlotte Cohen In memory of Bill Landsberg
•• David & Charlotte Cohen In memory of Roberta Sindel
•• David & Charlotte Cohen In memory of Marvin Reznikoff,
father of Anne Bratskeir
•• Bernie & Paula Cohn In memory of Sol Kress (Yahrzeit)
•• Bernard & Paula Cohn In appreciation of Jack Mandel
•• Robert & Sally Corriel In memory of Hilda Corriel
(Yahrzeit)
•• Richard & Karen Dankner In memory of Jerry Newman,
husband of Judy Newman
•• Rudi & Janet de Winter In memory of Ida Goldstick
(Yahrzeit)
•• Mark & Jill Eisenberg In honor of Mark & Madelyn Fogel
on the engagement of their daughter, Esther Fogel to
Ross Fox
•• Michael & Lisa Epstein In memory of Lillian Epstein
(Yahrzeit)
•• Michael & Lisa Epstein In memory of Herman Epstein
(Yahrzeit)
•• Susanne & Ronald Fein & Family In memory of Roberta
Sindel
•• Susanne & Ronald Fein & Family In memory of Grace
Fleischman
•• Mel & Dana Friedman In honor of Janet & Barry Boxer on
their grandson, Spencer becoming Bar Mitzvah
•• Howard & April Furst In memory of Nathan Wollman
(Yahrzeit)
•• Miles & Gloria Glantz In memory of Rose Glantz
(Yahrzeit)
•• Miles & Gloria Glantz In honor of Charlotte Cohen on the
engagement of her daughter, Lauren Mundell to Barry
Krauss
•• Arline Goodman In memory of Anna Seigel (Yahrzeit)
•• Norman & Barbara Gross In honor of our 60th wedding
anniversary; the tight loving bonds among our children,
their spouses and our six grandchildren, In appreciaition
of Cantor Franco, Bari Ziegel & Jack Mandel during the
High Holidays; In memory of Irene Gross & Esther Zelfman
(Yahrzeits)
•• Stuart & Terry Hayim In honor of the High Holidays
•• Robert & Amy Heller In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• David Kass & Jennifer Assa-Kass In honor of Drew Reiter
becoming Bar Mitzvah
•• Keith & Sara Kindler In memory of Toby Dicker (Yahrzeit)
•• Michael & Vicky Kohn In honor of the engagement of
our son, Jonathan Kohn to Jaclyn Rub

•• Stephen & Betsy Kurcias In memory of Bobbi Sindel
•• Marylyn Lamstein In memory of Benjamin Lamstein
(Yahrzeit)
•• Barry & Bonnie Lane In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Gunther & Leah Lawrence In honor of Lynn & Mel
Schreiber on the marriage of their daughter, Dawn
Schreiber to Dan Kleinman
•• Gunther & Leah Lawrence In memory of Otto Gumprich;
Lucie Sobel (Yahrzeits)
•• Hal & Rochelle Lipton In memory of Irma Rapaport
(Yahrzeit)
•• Peter & Joyce Mandelkern In memory of Hannah
Targove (Yahrzeit)
•• Steven & Karyn Miller In memory of George Miller
(Yahrzeit)
•• Andy & Elaine Pesky In memory of Martha Hirschheimer
(Yahrzeit)
•• Adam Pittsburg In appreciation of the Synagogue
•• Lucille Rabinowitz In memory of Alan Rabinowitz
(Yahrzeit)
•• Ron & Nomi Rinke In memory of Maria Leichtman
(Yahrzeit)
•• Edward & Julie Rosenthal In memory of James
Rosenthal (Yahrzeit)
•• Eric & Pam Rothman In memory of Marilyn Rothman
(Yahrzeit)
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In honor of Judy & Russ
Thal on the marriage of their grandson, Marshall Roch to
Jessica Whelan
•• Michael & Cynthia Rubinberg In memory of Randi
Rimerman
•• Edward & Phyllis Schieber In memory of Grace
Fleischman
•• Jack & Betty Schwartz In memory of Ruth Savitz; Irving
Savitz (Yahrzeits)
•• Marty & Jane Schwartz In honor of Russ & Judy Thal on
the marriage of their grandson, Marshall Roch to Jessica
Whelan
•• Neil Seiden & Janet Wolf In memory of Esther Davidoff
•• Neil Seiden & Janet Wolf In memory of Elaine Feldman
•• Scott & Betsy Silverstein In memory of Frances Lauda
(Yahrzeit)
•• Stephen & Denise Silverstein Speedy recovery to Eric
Kraus
•• Stephen & Denise Silverstein In memory of Randi
Rimerman
•• Andrew & Amy Sirotkin In memory of Harriet Harris
(Yahrzeit)
•• Alvin & Frances Stein In memory of Alex Stein (Yahrzeit)
•• Steven & Susan Stern In memory of Sally Stern (Yahrzeit)
•• Alan & Marion Suekoff In memory of Roberta Sindel
•• Alan & Marion Suekoff In honor of Judy & Mitch Maiman
on the engagement of Melanie Maiman to Matthew
Wiesenfeld
•• Alan & Marion Suekoff In honor of Denise & Stephen
Silverstein on the birth of their grandson, James
Emmanuel Cohen
•• Larry & Pam Tarica In honor of Jill & Len Berman on the
engagement of their daughter, Rachel Berman to Marc
Alter
•• Larry & Pam Tarica In honor of Stan Bratskeir on the
engagement of his daughter, Lauren Mundell to Barry
Krauss
•• Larry & Pam Tarica In memory of Shirley Fox
•• Larry & Pam Tarica In honor of Judy & Russ Thal on the
marriage of their grandson, Marshall Roch to Jessica
Whelan
•• Larry & Pam Tarica In honor of Charlotte Cohen on the
engagement of her daughter, Lauren Mundell to Barry
Krauss
•• Audrey Teitler In memory of Zeev Zlatin
•• Russell & Judy Thal In memory of Grace Fleischman
•• Russell & Judy Thal In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Russell & Judy Thal In honor of Lynn & Mel Schreiber on
the marriage of their son, Gary Schreiber to Hilary Schiff
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•• Russell & Judy Thal In honor of Lynn & Mel Schreiber on
the marriage of their granddaughter, Dawn Kleinman to
Dan Amoruso
•• Norman Wacks In memory of Louis Wacks (Yahrzeit)
•• Gloria Warren In memory of Isabelle Frank (Yahrzeit)
•• Sara Weiss In memory of Charles Culver (Yahrzeit)
•• Mikki & Ilan Rosman In memory of Sarah Rosman
(Yahrzeit)
•• Mikki & Ilan Rosman In memory of Nathan Solomon
(Yahrzeit)

TORAH WRITING PROJECT FUND

•• Rudi & Janet de Winter In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of
Leah Benabou

TZEDAKAH SOCIAL ACTION FUND

•• Robert & Sally Corriel In memory of Bernard Fleisher
(Yahrzeit)
•• Rudi & Janet de Winter In honor of Doreen & Michael
Berne on the engagement of their son, Jonathan Berne to
Elizabeth Murakami
•• Rudi & Janet de Winter Speedy recovery to Dave Golbert
•• Glenda Feuer In memory of Randi Rimerman
•• Glenda Feuer In memory of Grace Fleischman
•• Roy & Anne Nelson In honor of Phyllis & Paul Kurland’s
45th wedding anniversary
•• Lawrence & Elaine Rothenberg In memory of Randi
Rimerman

Do a Mitzvah, Help Others, Have Fun and Make a Difference at
The Community Synagogue Sponsored

DINNER/DANCE FOR RESIDENTS
OF PORT WASHINGTON
Saturday, December 14, 2013, 6:00–9:45 PM
St. Peter’s of Alcantara Church, School Cafeteria
1327 Port Washington Blvd., Port Washington
Volunteers from The Community Synagogue are needed to help residents of Port
Washington who could use a little help. We are providing a free, relaxing evening of
dinner and dancing for our neighbors. Supervised activities and dinner for children will
be available in a separate room for residents who come with young children.
We need help with preparing food, setting tables, taking orders, greeting guests,
supervising young children, clean up and more!
If you like to bake, we would appreciate desserts for the dinner: cookies, brownies
and/or cupcakes. all without nuts.
If you can volunteer at the dinner or provide a dessert, please contact Jessica Wigdor
at jhwigdor@gmail.com or 516-883-1979.

WURZEL ENDOWMENT FUND

•• Milton & Marilyn Brechner In honor of the new year
•• Muriel Friedman In appreciation of the Wurzel’s
hospitality
•• Rachel Schwartz Shana Tova
•• Shirl Marblestone In memory of Jerome Boros, husband
of Elayne Boros
•• Shirl Marblestone & The Seeger Family In appreciation
of the Wurzels
•• Maxine Stone In appreciation of the Wurzel’s hospitality
•• Leonard & Elaine Wurzel In memory of Randi Rimerman

Kids Cancer
Support Group
In September, with support from The
Community Synagogue and The Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society, The Kids Cancer
Support Group started. The support group
was developed and initiated by a teenager
to allow kids to meet and socialize with
other kids who have family members with
cancer. They will be able to speak amongst
themselves in the teen lounge. There are
professional facilitators there to monitor
the group. The support group meets at
The Community Synagogue every second
Wednesday of the month from 6:30-8:00 PM.
The support group is open to all kids from
grades 6 through 8 whose family members
have cancer. If you are interested in the support group, please contact Karen DeMairo,
Director of Patient Services for the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society, at 631-370-7532.
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▪▪Parenting
▪▪Caregiving
▪▪Marital Concerns
▪▪Separation/Divorce
▪▪Bereavement

▪▪Geriatric Care
▪▪Cancer Wellness
▪▪Career
▪▪Legal
▪▪Financial

A caring place to turn to find support and guidance during life changes and
challenges.

CALL 516.484.1545, ext. 196
www.sjjcc.org/PIC

Contact Partners In Caring for counseling, support groups or general information and
referral services. Our warm line is staffed by caring and professional social workers.
Calls are answered by caring professional social workers. All calls are always free and
confidential. Most services are offered at minimal or no cost to synagogue members.
We hope you can join us for some of our programs, free to all
synagogue members
Partners In Caring Staff
Susan Broxmeyer, LCSW, ACSW,
PIC Supervisor
Audrey J. Bernstein, LMSW
Randy Hight, LMSW
Margy Ringelheim, LMSW

THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE MAKING SACRED CONNECTIONS
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13

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
BUILDING CL0SED

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
BUILDING CL0SED

PJ Storytime

29

22

15

FLAME
Torah and the Headlines
Brotherhood Brunch

8

1

7:30pm

8:00pm

6:30pm
7:30pm

6:00pm

9

2

BUILDING OPEN

30

ECC AND BUILDING CLOSED

23

Synagogue Board Meeting

16

Synagogue Executive
Committee Meeting
Teen Foundation Meeting
Brotherhood Executive Board
Meeting
Brotherhood Board Meeting

LAST DAY
CHANUKAH TOY DRIVE

MONDAY

7:30pm
8:15pm

10:30am
6:00pm

10:30am
6:30pm
8:15pm

10:30am
6:15pm
6:30pm
8:15pm

3

BUILDING CLOSED

31

ECC AND BUILDING CLOSED

24

Chaverim Yiddish Classes
Junior POWTY Holiday Culinary
Academy
Mah Jong Mavens
Religious Living Committee

17

Chaverim Yiddish Classes
Hebrew Chai Pod 2
Choir Rehearsal

10

Chaverim Yiddish Classes
POWTY-Lessons with Lindsay
Hebrew Chai Pod 2
Choir Rehearsal

TUESDAY

4:30pm

7:30pm

6:30pm
7:30pm
8:00pm

9:00am
9:15am
12:00pm

4

RS & ECC CLOSED

1

25

Mitzvah, Movie & Moo-Shu

RS & ECC CLOSED

Brotherhood Poker Night

18

Teen Support Group
Facilities Task Force Meeting
92nd St Y: Piers Morgan with
Dr. Gail Saltz

11

Judaica Shop Boutique
ECC 4’s Chanukkah Concert
Chaverim Chanukkah Party

WEDNESDAY

9:00am
9:15am
5:00pm

5

RS & ECC CLOSED

RS & ECC CLOSED

2

26

19

ECC PARENT-TEACHER
CONFERENCE DAY-SCHOOL
NO SCHOOL 3’S AND 4’S

12

Judaica Shop For the ECC
ECC 3’s Chanukkah Concert
Sisterhood End of Chanukkah
Bash

THURSDAY

8:00pm

6:30pm

10:30am
6:30pm

10:30am
6:30pm

10:30am
8:00pm

Shabbat Evening Service

Shabbat Evening Service
Early Service in Beit T’Filah

3

27

Chaverim Chair Yoga
Shabbat Evening Service
Early Service

20

Chaverim Chair Yoga
Shabbat Evening Service
Early Service in Beit T’Filah

ECC CLOSED

6

13

Chaverim Chair Yoga
Shabbat Evening Service

FRIDAY

9:00am
10:30am
10:30am

9:00am
10:30am

9:00am
10:30am

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
6:00pm

10:30am

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am

7

4
Adult Torah Study
Havurah
Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah of Harris Sonnenklar

Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah service

28

Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah service

21

7th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service
Social Action Community Dinner:
St. Peter’s Parish

14

7th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Sydney Kass
Shabbat Havurah Service
Baby Naming, Soloff and
Friedman families

SATURDAY

All dates are subject to change. Call Temple Office to verify dates for specific events or check our website (www.commsyn.org) and click “Calendar” for updates. Note: When a Family Service is scheduled on a Friday night, that is the only Shabbat Service that night.

9:00am

9:00am
9:00am
11:00am

NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
BUILDING CLOSED

SUNDAY
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

MITZVAH sandwich making for the INN
MOVIE The Sound of Music
MOO-SHU Kosher Chinese Dinner
EVENT IS FREE OF CHARGE,
but RSVP required by Friday, December 20 to fnorwich@commsyn.org
Please bring a new paper product or baby item for the local food bank.

December 25 at 4:30 pm
The Community Synagogue

