January 2013 | Tevet/Shevat 5773Vol. 63 No. 5

Spotlight

Kudos to Our Congregant
Peter Forman
The Community Synagogue recognizes
and thanks Peter Forman, our
congregant and Commissioner of the
Port Washington-Manhasset Office
of Emergency Management (PWM
OEM), for his outstanding work keeping
our community informed during the
one-two punch of Storm Sandy and the
following Nor’easter. For many of us,
Peter’s daily phone calls, emails and texts
regarding emergency situations in our
neighborhoods and the progress of repair
Peter and his family, Nicole, Jessica, Dorette and
efforts, were our primary sources of
Alexandra
information on the status of our stormravaged community.
Peter holds this position as a volunteer serving the broader Port Washington/Manhasset
community. As his synagogue community, we are proud and thankful that Peter represents
the values of our kehillah kedoshah—our sacred community—in such a valuable and
important way.
If you are not yet connected to the PWM OEM system, you can access the program by
going to NorthShoreAlert.org to register. Even if you are already receiving phone messages,
since not all messages are sent by phone, you may want to register to receive email and text
messages as well. If you do not have access to the internet, as an alternative, you may call 516883-0000, leave a message, and someone will get back to you to take your information.
NorthShoreAlert.org is a mass-notification system designed to keep residents and
businesses of the Port Washington peninsula informed of emergencies and certain
important community events. Your personal information will not be shared. For more
information and to view the NorthShoreAlert.org privacy policy, go to NorthShoreAlert.org.
Thanks, Peter, for your caring and your help in keeping us safe and informed.

Thank you to our
Brandraising Taskforce…
see page 3

FROM THE
RABBI’S STUDY
Rabbi Irwin Zeplowitz

The Flood
Redux: A Jewish
Environmental
Ethic
“I get nervous every time the electricity flickers.”
These are words I’ve heard from a number of
people in recent weeks, fearful that the dark and
cold they faced in early November will return.
The devastation wrought by Sandy was much
more than just the physical loss and damage.
A relatively small number in our community
sustained major financial loss, but most of us
remain emotionally scarred by what we had to
deal with personally, and seeing the tremendous
pain of neighbors and family members so near by.
Was Sandy just a fluke storm – terrible, but
rare – or a glimpse of the world to come? The
world’s climate is changing, with the result being
more extreme weather. While there are some
who debate the reason for climate change, most
scientists believe that it is we as a species who
are the primary cause of the dramatic
changes with our planet’s climate.
The Torah’s classic tale of climate
change is the story of Noah. Our
ancestors were not the only ones to tell
a story of a worldwide flood. There
are many ancient Near Eastern
parallels to the Noah story.
What makes the Torah’s
account different is that the
flood is not seen merely
as an event where the
protagonist displays feats
continued on page 9
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T’fillot ,ukhp,
Shabbat Shemot •

,una

Friday, January 4
Erev Shabbat����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 8:00 pm
Discussion on the Torah with Rabbi Zeplowitz
Saturday, January 5 (Exodus 1:1-6:1; Haftarah: Isaiah 27:6-28:13; 29:22-23)
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

Shabbat Va’Era •
Friday, January 11

trtu

Erev Shabbat – Camp Shabbat���������������������������������������������������������������� 6:30 pm
“Second Shabbes” – Family Services (Main Sanctuary)
Worship for the young and young at heart with lots of music,
spirit and energy!
Saturday, January 12 (Exodus 6:2-9:35; Haftarah: Isaiah 66:1-13, 23)
Shabbat Morning (Main Sanctuary)�������������������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
Bat Mitzvah: Emily Kraus
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

Shabbat Bo •

tc

Friday, January 18
Erev Shabbat (Main Sanctuary)��������������������������������������������������������������� 8:00 pm
“Shabbat Rocks”–A new, unique musical Shabbat experience
Saturday, January 19 (Exodus 10:1-13:16; Haftarah: Jeremiah 46:13-28)
Shabbat Morning (Main Sanctuary)�������������������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
B’not Mitzvah: Hannah Gaidis & Sydney Rosenthal
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

Shabbat B’shalach ~ Shirah •

vrha ~ jkac

Friday, January 25
Tu B’Shevat Seder and Dinner������������������������������������������������������������������� 6:30 pm
Celebrate the New Year of the Trees with a “bring-your-own”
vegetarian pot-luck dinner and seder involving prayers, songs &
great food. More information on p. 5
Saturday, January 26 (Exodus 13:17-17:16; Haftarah: Judges 4:4-5:31)
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER Larry Helft

The Etz Chaim Campaign:
A Progress Report
With all the
attention given
to and disruption
caused by Hurricane Sandy, there has been
little time of late to talk about much else.
However, now that our fiscal year is half over
and a new calendar year is about to begin, it
seems appropriate to bring everyone up to
date on where we stand with our Etz Chaim
campaign. Started over two years ago, when
we were anticipating our 60th anniversary,
we established four goals for the project:
• To refurbish and modernize our sanctuary
and congregational hall
• To observe the mitzvah of writing a new
Torah
• To grow our endowment
• To lower the cost of membership
Let me share our current status on each
of these points. First, with regard to the
refurbishment and modernization, we
have replaced several fragile window
walls (thankfully we didn’t have to test the
viability of the old walls during Sandy); we
have refurbished the ark; we have built a
new tallit cabinet/kippah table outside the

Welcome New Members
Jon & Julie Lewis
Victor & Dara Shalom
Thomas & Carin Forman
Benjamin & Julie Kozinn
Jane Mason

Etz Chaim
Donations
• Madeline & Warren Balinsky
Contributor, Endowment
• Dorette & Peter Forman
Sponsor, Torah
• Theodore Klopman
Subscriber, Endowment
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sanctuary; we have installed a new high
definition camera and projector to enable
us to stream services and improve the high
holiday experience for congregants sitting
in the back of the congregational hall; and
we have resurfaced the wooden floor in the
congregational hall. This coming summer,
if we can continue to meet our fundraising
goals, we hope to complete the lion’s share
of the refurbishment and modernization
by installing new pews, carpeting, and wall
coverings; reconfiguring the bima and choir
loft; installing new lecterns, bima furniture
and choir chairs; and adding technology to
permit a visual t’filah experience.
With regard to the new Torah, I hope
you were able to write a letter there. Bea
and I found this to be a spiritually uplifting
experience, and one that connects us to
Judaism and The Community Synagogue
in a tangible way.We joyously celebrated its
completion a few short weeks ago, and our
b’nai mitzvah will read from this new scroll
for many years to come.
As to the endowment, it is growing.
Starting from a base of about $150,000 we
have added about $500,000. While the total

size is still modest for a congregation of our
size, we are pleased with the progress to
date and, over time, we hope to build it to
a substantial size. We have also established
an endowment and investment committee
to guide us in managing and investing this
fund.
Finally, regarding our ability to lower
the cost of membership, we hope to use any
funds that remain after completing the three
items above to either reduce our mortgage or
subsidize our operating budget.
As you can see, we have made tangible
progress toward our goals. However, there
is still much to do. If you have not yet
contributed to the campaign, please consider
doing so now. If you have already given and
see yourself in the position to give more,
please do so. Your efforts will help prepare us
for the next sixty years so that our children
and grandchildren may continue to enjoy
the special place we call The Community
Synagogue.
Best,
Larry

Thank You…
…to our Brandraising Taskforce of marketing experts – Ann Axelrod, Hayley Byer,
Cantor Franco, Joanne Fried, Aaron Morgan, Faith Norwick, Cathy Seldin, Greg
Weinstein, Janet Wolf and Rabbi Z – for their work in choosing the new logo design
and tag line. Some 30 designs by seven different artists were considered. Rabbi
Z’s suggestion of “Making Sacred Connections” to describe in a nutshell what our
congregation is about was universally embraced by the taskforce and incorporated
into the design. Thank you to our Board of Trustees for voting on the two finalist
designs. And a special thank you to Amy Dash, our newsletter editor, for spearheading
the re-design of the newsletter with full color sections and more of what you want to
know about your synagogue community. Watch for our new logo on mailings, our
website, Facebook page, Twitter feed, and wherever information about The Community
Synagogue appears.
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SISTERHOOD

Save the Date
for These
Upcoming
Events
• Thursday, Jan. 24, 7:30 p.m.
Sisterhood Paid Up Membership Gala at H
on the Harbor
• Friday, Jan. 25, 6:30 p.m.
Tu B’Shvat Seder
• Sunday, Mar. 3
Pack It Up for Purim
• Friday, Mar. 8, 6:30 p.m.
Shabbat Honoring Shelley Roff ’s 25th
Anniversary
• Saturday, Mar. 9, 7:30 p.m.
Sisterhood Sponsored Bingotini
• Thursday, Mar. 21, 6:45 p.m.
Women’s Seder
• Tuesday, Mar. 26, 6:30 p.m.
Congregational 2nd Night Seder
• Sunday, April 14, 10:00 a.m.
Sisterhood sponsored Attic Treasures
Community Wide Tag Sale
• Friday, Apr. 19 – Sunday, Apr. 21
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend with Anat
Hoffman
• Sunday, Apr. 21, 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Sisterhood sponsored Mini-Mitzvah Day
• Sunday, Apr. 21 and Monday, Apr. 22
Sisterhood Sponsored Israeli Art and Craft
Fair
• Sat., May 11, 7:30 p.m.
Celebration in Honor of Rabbi Z and
Cantor Franco’s 10th Anniversary

Mah Jongg
Mavens
There will be no Mah Jongg Mavens in
January but we WILL meet on Tuesday
February 5th at 7:30 PM in the multipurpose
room. All levels are welcome. RSVP’s are
necessary to Jo Beth Roberts at
JBNR@aol.com or 516-767-8770.
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Spa Night

February 13, 5–8 p.m.
Enjoy a great ladies’ night out at our
“Multigenerational Spa Night For Charity” honoring
Past Sisterhood President, Carol Rosenberg. Our
winter event will be held this year on Wednesday, 2/13 at Red Hots Spa and Boutique in
Roslyn from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. The spa is located at Harbourview Shoppes, 1512 Old
Northern Blvd. The money raised will be donated to Sharsharet, an organization that helps
Jewish women with breast and ovarian cancer. Carol Rosenberg was a past president of
Sisterhood who died of ovarian cancer. Although she was ill for many months, she always
had a smile on her face and looked beautiful. We honor her memory with this charitable
event each year and invite you to enjoy an evening of pampering yourself and at the same time
contributing to a worthy cause.

Stars of Broadway Thrills
Audience
Despite power outages in Port Washington brought on by Superstorm Sandy there was no
lack of electricity onstage as the Sisterhood of the Community Synagogue presented its annual
Stars of Broadway Concert. Produced and hosted by congregant Stephen DeAngelis, five of
Broadway’s finest vocalists recreated their most memorable musical performances and shared
amusing behind-the–scenes anecdotes. Accompanied once again by the incomparable Eugene
Gwozdz, the performers delighted the audience in the synagogue’s Congregational Hall.
Matthew Hydzik, who starred as Tony in the most recent Broadway revival of West Side
Story, thrilled the audience with “Something’s Coming” and a hauntingly beautiful “Maria.”
His performance of “Sandy” from Grease was witty and clever as his interpretation of the
lyrics took on a dual and ironic meaning.
Blonde bombshell Elizabeth Stanley sizzled throughout the evening with “Fever” and “Hit
Me with a Hot Note” and rocked the crowd with “The Wizard and I” from Wicked.
John Treacy Egan, who starred as Max Bialystock in The Producers, garnered big laughs
as he launched into his Max’s opening number, “The King of Broadway.” His rendition of “Sit
Down, You’re Rockin’ the Boat” from Guys and Dolls was classic Broadway at its best. His
rousing anthem, “This is the Moment” from Jekyll and Hyde, displayed his great range and
vocal power.
Drama Desk Award winner Andrea Burns had the audience singing along to the title song
from Mamma Mia and delivered an emotional “Paciencay Fe” from “In the Heights.” She
shared her affection for that show’s cast with a highly personal “Up on the Roof.”
Leslie Odom, Jr., one of the star’s of NBC’s “Smash,” charmed the audience with a tribute to
Sammy Davis Jr. with a poignant interpretation of “Mr. Bojangles.” He electrified the audience
with a medley from Jersey Boys, joined by his fiancee, the lovely and talented Nicolette
Robinson.
VIP Ticket holders had the opportunity to enjoy an after-show dessert reception with the
stars. They were able to chat one on one and pose for photos. The annual concert once again
proved to be a “must see” event for theatre lovers of all ages.
The COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE Making Sacred CONNECTIONS

chaverim

Shoah Remembrance Program
“Resistance during the Shoah” will be presented
by renowned Holocaust educator Gloria Glantz on
Tuesday, January 15, at 7:30 PM.
The program will address such topics as the
myth that “Jews went like lambs to the slaughter,”
when did the victims determine was a good time
to resist, did resistance always save lives? Specific
instances of resistance, such as the Warsaw ghetto
uprising and the Auchwitz Crematorium, will be
discussed.
Gloria Glantz, a member of our congregation,
was born Gitl Przepiorka in Wegrow, Poland,
in 1939, to a large, loving family. To save her life, her parents enlisted the help of a simple,
righteous Christian family. Gloria’s unique life circumstances required five name changes
while she lived in four countries on two continents.
As a teacher in the Bronx and Manhasset, Gloria has made it her mission to see to it that
the Shoah is not forgotten. Her dedication to this mission has led her to develop courses and
workshops for teachers, given throughout Long Island and at the Holocaust Memorial and
Tolerance Center of Nassau County.
Her efforts have been recognized with many prestigious awards and honors, most recently
by the Nassau County Legislature when she gave the keynote address for its Holocaust
Commemoration last May.
Sponsored by Chaverim, this program is open at no cost to the entire congregation and the
community. Invite your friends and neighbors to share this special event.

YIDDISH classes have moved to Tuesdays
at 10:30 AM. If you want to learn Yiddish or
brush up on what you once knew, this is the
class for you. Cecile Upadhyay shares her
extensive knowledge of the Yiddish language
and culture with the group which may be
joined at any time. Class is open to everyone,
young and older. No charge for Chaverim
members; $10 for others.
CHAIR YOGA continues on Fridays,
10:30 AM. Our long-running gentle yoga
sessions are popular because everyone needs
a time for herself (or himself) to unwind, to
rejuvenate, to relax. Beth Mohr, our talented
leader, welcomes new participants at any
class. Try one session, at no charge, and
you’ll surely want to join the group. $50 for
six sessions or $10 per session. Contact Joyce
Rudnick for additional information: 8838314 or joycerudnick@verizon.net.
DUES ARE DUE for the 2012-2013 year.
Please send your check in the amount of
$18 per person, payable to The Community
Synagogue (mark “Chaverim” on memo
line) either to the synagogue office or to Les
Schonbrun, 45 Reid Avenue, Port Washington.

Tu B’Shevat Seder

Congregational Tu B’Shevat
Seder & Dinner
Friday, January 25 at 6:30 pm

Celebrate the New Year of the Trees with a “bring your own” vegetarian
pot-luck dinner and seder involvinga variety of fruits, nuts & juices from
Israel. This “family friendly” seder will include lots of singing, good food
and the change to observe and old, yet new, custom.
The spirit is joyous to raucous… Come celebrate the earth’s bounty.
Reserve by Monday, January 21 on our website (www.commsyn.org) or
by calling Faith at 516-883-3144 or fnorwick@commsyn.org.
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BROTHERHOOD

Super Bowl
Sunday Blood
Drive
Sunday, February 3
8am–2pm

“And whoever saves a life, it is
considered as if he saved an entire
world.”

Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5;
Babylonian Talmud Tractate Sanhedrin 37a

The Brotherhood of The Community
Synagogue continues its tradition and
asks you to help the community by
donating blood on Super Bowl Sunday,
February 3, 2012, at the Synagogue. We
have a serious blood shortage. All blood
collected will be used by facilities in
Nassau, Suffolk and Queens Counties.
The donation of blood is the gift of
life. Each pint can treat as many as five
different patients. Please take an hour to
help those in our community who need
blood products.
According to Long Island Blood
Services, the demand for blood is
increasing yet the donations have not
been keeping up with the need. Please
come Super Bowl Sunday, bring your
spouse and your children age 16 and over
weighing a minimum of 110 pounds.
Donors age 75 and over need a doctor’s
written permission.
Kindly bring a photo or signature ID,
and know your social security number.
Please eat and drink well before donating.
To schedule a convenient donation
appointment, please call Jack
Obadia at (212) 245-5373, or e-mail:
Brotherhoodblooddrive@gmail.com.
Walk-in donors are also welcome.
If you cannot attend the drive, please
call Long Island Blood at 800-933-2566
and donate at a local blood center,
including the Lake Success facility on
Marcus Avenue. Please use the account
number 3126 of The Community
Synagogue Brotherhood to be part of our
drive.
Can we count on your support to save
just one life with your donation?
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Brotherhood wishes you all a Happy and
Healthy New Year!
Brotherhood held its annual Phil Seinfeld
Thanksgiving Food Drive for Our Lady
of Fatima Church in Port Washington on
Sunday, November18 with the generous
support of King Kullen.
Upcoming Brotherhood events include:
• January Brotherhood Meeting: Monday, January 7, at 8:00 PM in the Boardroom
(Executive Board meets at 7:30 PM). Brotherhood welcomes new and returning members
to sit in at our monthly meetings.
• Brotherhood Super Bowl Sunday Blood Drive: Sunday, February 3, 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.
• Poker Night: Wednesday, February 27, 7:30 PM – to be led by Adam Finkelstein and Cory
Bodner. Watch for details

92nd St. Y 2013 Program
Can’t thank everyone enough for making this the most successful of all fall programs in our
four years. More than 800 people turned out for the six programs, topping last year by 75%.
There is one last event which Hurricane Sandy rescheduled to January and the first of the
2013 Winter-Spring programs which are still being announced.
Eric Kandel & Elie Wiesel with Dr. Gail Saltz: Mind, Body and Soul
Tue, Jan 8, 8:00 pm
Join us as we unravel the mysteries of memory. How
does the mind remember? Why are memories so vital
to human beings? Can we alter or enhance our
memories? What happens to memories over time?
Explore both the biological and emotional aspects of
the human memory with the world’s most knowledgeable authorities on the subject. Eric
Kandel won the Nobel Prize in 2000 for his research on the physiological basis of memory
storage in neurons. Elie Wiesel is a novelist, journalist and Nobel Prize winner and former
Chairman of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council.
Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor with Thane Rosenbaum
Tue, Feb 5, 8:00 pm
The appointment of Sonia Sotomayor to the United States Supreme
Court electrified the nation. The first Hispanic Justice on the high
court, and a Latina with a compelling life story— raised in a Bronx
housing project, educated at Princeton and Yale, worked as a
Manhattan prosecutor and then a federal judge—she already
possessed a sterling legal career before becoming perhaps the most recognizable face on the
Supreme Court. And now she is the author of a memoir, My Beloved World, a revealing book
about the personal values and important influences that propelled this fascinating American
success story. Join us for this most special occasion—the celebration of a New York life.
Reservations can be made on the Synagogue’s website, www.commsyn.org; Programs, 92nd
St. Y Lecture and the RSVP link to fill out the order form with your credit card. If you prefer,
you can e-mail btobin@optonline.net or call 883-3144, ext. 390 and leave your name, e-mail
address, phone and ticket information. All tickets are only $10.00 if reserved in advance or
$15.00 at the door.
The COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE Making Sacred CONNECTIONS

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL Shari Isserles

Tabletop Torah
This Fall, our teachers and students have gotten the great opportunity
to engage in Torah learning in a whole new way through Tabletop
Torah with Ora Fruchter. Tabletop Torah is a form of object theatre
through which everyday items are used to take on the roles of Torah
personalities and put on a show. Our staff and students alike have
been able to look at Torah in ways they may have not thought possible. And, their insights
have been amazing to hear.
“While the cast of a Tabletop Torah object theatre show can fit in a suitcase, within
minutes they will fill a room with discovery, discussion and excitement about the Torah
portion. Cast members of the story of the exodus might include a sponge, a glass of water and
a bottle of dish soap. With objects stepping in to play the parts of the characters in the story,
students are charged with the task of discovering why that object has been chosen to play the
part. As they consider what Moses could possibly have to do with
a sponge, participants can access the idea that the Torah is theirs
to interpret.” –Ora Frucher, creator
Throughout the year, we will be continuing our Tabletop Torah
learning, and it will be most exciting to watch as the students
create their own object theatre Torah shows!

HANGIN’ WITH POWTY
December was a very fun month full of
POWTY Youth Programs! Members of
all three of our youth groups enjoyed
events together. Senior POWTY members
celebrated our annual Senior POWTY
Chanukah Shabbat, and some of our
members joined friends from our NFTYNAR region at Social Justice Day, a full
day of community service in NYC! Junior
POWTY members shared their own
special Chanukah Shabbat celebration,
and the POWTY 45 Club had a fun night
out at our Hibachi Party at Benihana!
Senior POWTY is kicking off 2013
with NFTY-NAR Winter Kallah in
Westchester, NY, as well as ending
the stressful midterm season with our
Sayonara Midterms Hibachi Night
Out! Please contact Lindsay for more
information about POWTY membership,
upcoming events, or to RSVP!
Save the date for
January’s POWTY events:
• 1.11-13.13: Senior POWTY @ NFTYNAR Winter Kallah
• 1.27.13: Senior POWTY’s Sayonara
Midterms Hibachi Night Out, 7-9 pm
at Benihana
And in February:
• 2.1.13: Senior POWTY Shabbat,
6:30 pm
• 2.2.13: POWTY 45 Club Havdallah
Hang Out, 6-8 pm
POWTY children and teens, there are
so many great programs coming up this
month and next for you to join us for! I
look forward to seeing all of our kids and
teens at these fun events.
Love & POWTY,
Lindsay
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Families Helping Families: UJA-Federation of
New York’s Thanksgiving Mitzvah Program

Thank you to all of our congregants who participated in UJA-Federation’s Families Helping
Families Thanksgiving Mitzvah Program. As you may know, through UJA-Federation of
New York, you care for people in need, inspire a passion for Jewish life and learning, and
strengthen Jewish communities in New York, in Israel, and around the world.
We assembled and delivered close to 60 beautiful Thanksgiving baskets through FEGS
Health and Human Services and made sure that some families who are less fortunate than our
own had a great Thanksgiving Day!
Special thanks to our chairpeople, Mindy Bernstein, Meryl Levine, Susie Orenstein, Jackie
Popper and Caryn Sandman and to the following people who assembled and delivered the
baskets:
Dawn Berkowitz-Ader, Frankie & Ruby Ader
Mindy, Matthew & Rachel Bernstein
Heather Boriello & Clara LaCorte
Rabbi Danny Burkeman
Lisa, Brandon, Anabelle & Lindsay Caslow
Charlotte Cohen
Joyce Cohen
Erica, Amelie & Tyler Fazzari
Annie & Benny Floch
Cantor Claire, Lael, Eden & Emory Franco
Meredith, Jacob & Samantha Friedler
Nancy, Charlotte & Izzy Gold
Sherri Gold, Ian Bresowsky & Paige Leeds
Cheryl & Sela Goldfarb
Helene & Zach Goldstein
Lisa & Maya Grossman
Alec Hartstein
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Kate, Hannah & Karl Hirsch
Shari, Paul & Michael Isserles
Stacey, Michael, Nina, & Eli Jawitz
Deena & Kenny Katz
Rob, Eli & Matthew Kellner
Cynthia, Colby & Casey Kugel
Julie, Rebecca & Samantha Lauren
Lori & Ross Lauterbach
Meryl, Jared & Samantha Levine
Carrie & Brian Lippin
Jaimee, Noah & Evie Loewy
Stacey & Max Manzino & Emily Berman
Jessica, Ian & Gavin Miller
Ethan & Chase Mundell
Allison & Aidan Neidoff
Susie Orenstein
Bruce & Marc Paillex

Chase & Brooke Pastolove
Marsha Phillips
Jackie, Max & Hannah Popper
Debbie, Greg, Samantha & Jeffrey Radinsky
Andrea Rizzo & Zach Ivezzi
Rebecca, Sierra & Brielle Robinson
Mikki Rosman
Lori & Matthew Rothberg
Michelle & Dylan Rothbort
Jen, Sam & Jack Rothenberg
Lisa, Wayne, Aaron, Benjamin & Lily Salit
Caryn, Emily & Sophie Sandman
Stacey, Adam, Julia and Aerin Satovsky
Melissa Schildhouse-Welsh, Lily &
Max Welsh
Linda, Ben & Emma Schildkraut
Lisa & Matthew Shevrin
Laura & Chelsea Siegal
Mara, Talia, Lili and Ava Silverstein
Gail Thrope
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Rabbi Danny Burkeman

Why Do We Cover Our Heads?
Question Two months ago I quoted that great Jewish teacher
Tevye, from Fiddler on the Roof. He sang to us: ‘we always keep
our heads covered and always wear a little prayer shawl,’ but as he
continued he has no answer as to how these traditions started. Two
months ago we dealt with why we wear a tallit–the prayer shawl; this
month it’s time to deal with why we keep our heads covered.
ANSWER People often think that covering
the head is a central commandment within
Judaism; after all it is one of the clearest
external signs that a person is Jewish.
However, it is very hard to say definitively
where this minhag (custom) developed.
While the Torah instructs fringes on the
corners of the garment, nowhere does it say
that a person must cover their head.
In the Talmud there is evidence that some
of the Rabbis would cover their heads. In
Kiddushin 31a we read that Rabbi Hunah ben Joshua never walked
four cubits with his head uncovered, because of God’s presence
always being over him. And in Shabbat 156b we read that Rabbi
Nahman ben Isaac’s mother was told that her son would become a
thief and so she told him: ‘Cover your head in order that the fear
of heaven may be upon you.’ While this may be considered one of
the origins of the minhag of covering one’s head, it is clear that in

neither instance was the covering of the head considered to be a
commandment.
The transition of the covering of one’s head from minhag
(custom) to halacha (law) seems to have happened as Jews began
to develop law codes supplementing the instructions of the Torah
and the Talmud. In many of the law codes which were created the
covering of heads was required or strongly
recommended for prayer and for life as a
whole. Maimonides (twelfth century) in his
Mishneh Torah law code ruled that a Jewish
man should cover his head during prayer.
The Shulhan Aruch (a mid sixteenth century
Jewish law code) instructed that a person
should not walk more than four cubits with
his head uncovered, echoing Rabbi Hunah
from the Talmud.
One can understand why Tevye could not
explain where this commandment comes
from. And today while we may still be unable to definitively answer
the question of why we cover our heads, there are many texts we
can draw upon. And in our community it is worth stressing that
the covering of one’s head with a kippah, yarmulke, skullcap, etc. is
encouraged for both men and women.
* Lama — The Hebrew word for “why”

Rabbi continued from page 1
of prowess or courage. Rather, the Torah’s
story of the flood is a morality tale. It teaches
that human iniquity leads to global calamity.
The idea that human behavior influences
the weather is reflected in the book of
Deuteronomy. If we follow God’s commands,
we will have “rain on your land in its
season, both autumn and spring rains,”
but if not God “will shut up the heavens
so that it will not rain and the ground will
yield no produce.” (Deuteronomy 11:1317) So important was the connection
between morality and climate that it was
put in the prayer book as part of the gna
S’hma. Reform thinkers have often been
uncomfortable about correlating our actions
with what happens in the world, and so
excised this section. I think this is a grave
error, for it divorces us from the powerful
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responsibility we have in shaping the world
in which we live.
The climate has always changed – with or
without us. But our behavior does alter the
environment in which we live. When we act
without regard for safeguarding the limited
resources of our planet, our very air, water
and land is degraded. The new year of the
trees—   Tu B’shevat – is an annual
reminder that there is a cycle beyond us as
human beings, and that our disregard for
that hurts not only the environment, but all
within it (us included).
The hopeful message of the story of
Noah is that proper action leads to a better
world. After Sandy we witnessed that in
the incredible acts of generosity—large and
small—between friends, family, neighbors
and strangers. Doors literally opened to

people to help those in need—and it was a
sign of a community at its best. A few weeks
after the storm Marge Gatti of Staten Island
said that even though her home was in ruins
and had to be demolished she was counting
her blessings. “My sons are alive,” said Gatti,
67, who lived down the block from the
Atlantic Ocean for 32 years. “I’m thankful
that I have all my family. And that my friends
are still here, you know? We’re all friends
now. There’s no strangers in life anymore.”
Sandy reminded us the truth of Torah and
that of   Tu B’shevat – are lives are
intertwined, and what we do has an impact
on others, and on the world. “There’s no
strangers in life anymore.” May we take to
heart the positive potential in that message
as our hearts turn to spring and the renewal
of life.
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One that sows Tzedaka has a sure reward
Proverbs 11:18

We gratefully acknowledge support to
The Community Synagogue
through contributions to our many funds
and sincerely thank the following:
In honor of
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson, Judah Glantz
In appreciation of
Cantor Franco for preparing Elyse for her Bat Mitzvah
In memory of
Peter Isaacs, husband of Arline Isaacs and father of Susan Edelblum
Peter Isaacs
Annette Winetz (Yahrzeit)
Speedy recovery to
Alan Franco

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER FUND
From
Karen & Richard Dankner
David & Barbara Dash
Mel & Lynn Schreiber
Stephen & Denise Silverstein
David & Donna Stricker
From
Erik & Deena Katz
Micheal & Cynthia Rubinberg
Steven & Karen Seltzer
Richard & Arlee Weiss & Family

In honor of
Marcy & Randy Todd on the birth of their grandson, Ryan Bradley Kanarek
Sheryl Zimmer & Glenn Schorr on the birth of their son, Beckett Cooper
Marcy & Randy Todd on the birth of their grandson, Ryan Bradley Kanarek
Marcy & Randy Todd on the birth of their grandson, Ryan Bradley Kanarek
Marcy & Randy Todd on the birth of their grandson, Ryan Bradley Kanarek
In memory of
Peter Isaacs
Edward Sands, husband of Elaine Sands
Peter Isaacs
Melvin Weiss (yahrzeit)

ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Silverstein Endowment
Fund
From
Audrey Troy
Elaine & Leonard Wurzel

In memory of
Frances Lauda, mother of Betsy Silverstein
Frances Lauda

From
Leonard & Elaine Wurzel

In honor of
Marcy & Randy Todd on the birth of their grandson, Ryan Bradley Kanarek

Wurzel Endowment Fund

ETZ CHAIM FUNDS
Tikkun Habayit/Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund
From
Larry & Bea Helft
Howard & Debbie Schiff
From
Ben & Georgia DeYoung
Ben & Georgia DeYoung
Allyn Grand
Larry & Bea Helft
Larry & Bea Helft
Joshua & Robin Milgrim
Larry & Elaine Rothenberg
Howard & Debbie Schiff
Scott & Gillian Shafranek

In honor of
Marcy & Randy Todd on the birth of their grandson, Ryan Bradley Kanarek
Marcy & Randy Todd on the birth of their grandson, Ryan Bradley Kanarek
In memory of
France Lauda
Allen B. Katz (Yahrzeit)
Peter Isaacs
Josephine Diakow, mother of Nicholas Diakow
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs

Torah Writing Project Fund
From
Robert & Sally Corriel
From
Jill & Mark Eisenberg
Jill & Mark Eisenberg
Jill & Mark Eisenberg

In honor of
the birthdays of Jonathan & Matthew Corriel
In memory of
Peter Isaacs
Frances Lauda
Joyce Abrams

FLOWER FUND
From
Ted & Janet Knopp & Family
From
Art & Marion Cohen
Steven & Nancy Kaplan
Norman & Helene Schefer

In appreciation of
Rabbi Zeplowitz for his wonderful wisdom, thoughts, comfort & in memory of
Rhoda Cahn sister of Janet Knopp
In memory of
Peter Isaacs
Marcia Denardo, mother of Jody Wanchel-Leonard
Peter Isaacs

LIBRARY FUND / PJ LIBRARY FUND
From
Elaine Byron

In memory of
Karen’s Davidovic’s father

MITZVAH CORPS FUND
From
Larry & Elaine Rothenberg
From
Lawrence & Carol Hanover
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From
Shari & Evan Schieber

In honor of
our clergy

PRAYER BOOK/TORAH FUND
From
Michael Alfano & Jodi Okun-Alfano
Mildred & Herb Altman
Keith & Ruth Geismar
Jeffrey & Joan Grant
Joan Levine
Harold Sokoloff & Dorothy Weintraub
Jonathan & Jaimee Stulberg

In memory of
Peter Isaacs
Julius Altman (Yahrzeit)
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs

RABBIS’ DISCRETIONARY FUND

CHOIR FUND
From
Stephen & Denise Sliverstein
From
Michael & Hillary Morales
From
Al Baruch
Stan & Eileen Ronell
Steven & Judi Zarkin
From
Miles & Gloria Glantz

POWTY Fund

In honor of
Brenda & Arnie Turok’s grandson Benjamin’s Bar Mitzvah
In appreciation of
Rabbi Burkeman for his help & guidance with Claudia’s Bat Mitzvah

From
Ron & Susanne Fein
Shelly & Deborah Gruber & Family
Stephen & Denise Silverstein
From
Miles & Gloria Glantz
Lawrence & Carol Hanover
Michael & Hillary Morales
Charles & Linda Rosenbluth & Murray &
Millicent Levin
Steven & Karen Seltzer & Family
From
Joe & Erika Ades
Michael & Dana Blum
Abe & Florence Elenowitz
Ron & Susanne Fein
Harvey & Barbara Fishman
Harvey & Barbara Fishman
Miles & Gloria Glantz
Andrew & Beth Lipset
Maurice Mandel
Fred & Wendy Mizrahi
Marie Rautenberg
Robert & Margie Remler
Robert & Margie Remler
Robert & Sheila Richter
Gil & Annette Rosenthal
Larry & Elaine Rothenberg
Edgar & Mindy Salas
Ellen Savran
Mel & Lynn Schreiber
Rachel Schwartz
Stephen & Denise Silverstein
Harold Sokoloff & Dorothy Weintraub
Audrey Troy & Family
Steven & Judi Zarkin

In honor of
Joan & Ed Kaminow on the baby naming of their granddaughter,
Molly Ava Kaminow
the congregational Chanukah Service & Dinner & Dedication of the new Torah
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
In appreciation of
all the good wishes on the birth of our grandson, Judah Glantz
Rabbi Burkeman for his help & guidance with Claudia’s Bat Mitzvah
Rabbi Zeplowitz for preparing Elyse for her Bat Mitzvah
Rabbi Zeplowitz for officiating at Todd & Dana’s wedding
Peter Forman
In memory of
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs; Rose Sonneblick (Yahrzeit)
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Solomon D. Fishman (Yahrzeit)
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Bernice Friedman
Tom Rautenberg
Joyce Abrams
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Marietta “Jayde” Ruderfer (Yahrzeit)
Josphine Diakow
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs
Rhoda Cahn
Peter Isaacs
Peter Isaacs

RABBI MARTIN ROZENBERG DISCRETIONARY FUND
From
Alvin & Elaine Corwin

In honor of
Susanne & Ronald Fein on the birth of their granddaughter, Campbell Addison Fein

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
From
Richard & Arlee Weiss & Family
Richard & Arlee Weiss & Family

In memory of
Frances Lauda
Peter Isaacs

SYNAGOGUE FUND
From
Peter & Joyce Mandelkern
Brenda & Arnie Turok
From
Art & Marion Cohen
Michael & Hillary Morales
From
Gertrude Block
Gertrude Block
Elain Byron
Marcia Conescu
Florence & Abe AElenowitz
Glenda Feuer
Harvey & Barbara Fishman
Howard & April Furst
Howard & April Furst
Annette Jaffee
Jerry & Marcia Kirschenbaum
Edward Seidner & Leslie Kneller
Bill & Cynthia Magazine
Peter & Joyce Mandelkern
Michael & Loretta Molk
Steven & Jean-Marie Posner
Charlotte Ruderman
Ira & Kathy Zankel
From
Michael & Loretta Molk

In honor of
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
In appreciation of
Peter Forman as Commissioner
Fred Axelrod for preparing Elyse for her Bat Mitzvah
In memory of
Michael Rosen (Yahrzeit)
Sonia Rosen (Yahrzeit)
Peter Isaacs
Arthur Conescu (Yahrzeit)
Louis Sonnenblick (Yahrzeit)
Ann Silbert (Yahrzeit)
Solomon D. Fishman (Yahrzeit)
Joyce Abrams
Peter Isaacs
Morris Epstein (Yahrzeit)
Al Schlussel (Yahrzeit)
Florence Seidner (Yahrzeit)
Peter Isaacs
Maurice Targove (Yahrzeit)
Peter Isaacs
Harold Posner (Yahrzeit)
Gertrude Turkel (Yahrzeit)
Joseph Paige (Yahrzeit)
Speedy recovery to
Abe Elenowitz
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Torah and the Headlines
Slovie WOlfe
4th Grade wedding
Senior POWTY Sionara Midterms
Hibachi Night

27

7:30pm

21

Chaverim Board Meeting
ECC Open House
Social Action Committee
Meeting

14

Brotherhood Executive
Committee Meeting
Brotherhood Board Meeting

7

31

Temple Board Meeting

28

ECC and Building Closed
Martin Luther King Jr. Day

10:00am
6:30pm
8:00pm

8:00pm

7:30pm

ECC and Building Closed

Monday

10:30am
6:30PM

10:30am

10:30am
7:30pm

8:15pm

9:15am
10:30am
7:00pm
8:00pm

8

1

Chaverim Yiddish Classes
Hebrew Chai

29

Chaverim Yiddish Classes

22

Chaverim Yiddish Classes
Holocaust Resistance
Presentation by Gloria Glantz

15

ECC Parent Committee Meeting
Chaverim Yiddish Classes
POWTY Event
92nd Street Y Simulcast-Eric
Kandel-Elie Wiesel (rescheduled
from storm)
Choir Rehearsal

ECC and Building Closed

Tuesday

6:30pm

9

2

30

23

16

Teen Foundation Meeting

RS Resumes

Wednesday

6:00pm
7:15pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

7:30pm

3

31

Teen Foundation Meeting
Sisterhood Paid-Up Membership
Gala @ H on the Harbor

24

Temple Executive Committee
Meeting

17

Adult Ed Interfaith dialogue
with Cantor Franco
Sisterhood Board Meeting

10

Thursday

10:30am
6:30pm

10:30am
6:30pm

10:30am
8:00pm

7:30pm

10:30am
6:30pm

10:30am
8:00pm

11

4

Chaverim Chair Yoga
Senior POWTY Shabbat Dinner

1

25

Chaverim Chair Yoga
Pot Luck TuB’shvat Seder &
services

Chaverim Chair Yoga
Shabbat Rocks

18

Chaverim Chair Yoga
Second Shabbes–Camp Shabbat
& 3rd Grade Participates
Oneg Shabbat

Chaverim Chair Yoga
Shabbat Evening Service

Friday

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
6:00pm

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am

9:00am
10:30am
10:30am

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am

5

2
7th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service
45 Club Havdallah Hang Out

7th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service

26

Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service
Shabbat Morning Service
B’nai Mitzvah —
Sydney Rosenthal and
Hannah Gaidis

NO 7th Grade Torah Study

19

7th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service
Shabbat Morning Service
Bat Mitzvah of Emily Kraus

12

7th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service

Saturday

All dates are subject to change. Call Temple Office to verify dates for specific events or check our website (www.commsyn.org) and click “Calendar” for updates. Note: When a Family Service is scheduled on a Friday night, that is the only Shabbat Service that night.

9:00am
9:15am
12:00pm
7:00pm

13

20

Grade 3 PACE Program
PJ Storytime
ECC Magic Show

9:00am
9:00am
10:15am

No Religious School

FLAME

6

30

9:00am

Sunday
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S ist e r h o o d Pa id Up Me mb e rship

Thur sday, Ja n ua ry 24th at 7:15 pm
H on the Harbor

Let’s Party! See Old Friends and Meet New Ones!
Enjoy Scrumptious Hors D’oeuvres throughout the Evening!
Over 20 Different Choices, Grilling & Carving Stations, Wine, Dessert and Israeli Auction
Featuring

Cantor Claire Franco

“A Tribute to Marvin Ham l isc h ”
Accompanied by Vladimir Polezhayev

Admission: Sisterhood Membership
Dues start at $45.00; optional higher levels available & greatly appreciated!
Please also consider contributing $18.00 to help defray our rising costs for this gala.

RSVP for this event and pay dues online if you haven’t already at www.commsyn.org/Sisterhood
Or RSVP by contacting Jo Beth Roberts at 767-8770 or jbnr@aol.com
An Opportunity to Help The Nassau County Coalition for Domestic Violence
Items will be collected for women who are victims of domestic violence
Socks • Toiletries • Womens Underwear • $4 Metro Card
H on the Harbor |

4 1 0 M a i n S t r e e t P o r t Wa s h i n gt o n

|
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