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From the Rabbi’s Study
Rabbi Danny Burkeman
Whenever
I have my
first meeting
with a B’nei
Mitzvah family, amongst
the questions
that I ask, I
always like to
find out what
the young person’s favorite
festival is. Often they will look

a little bit embarrassed and
tentatively say Chanukah. I reassure them that there is nothing
wrong with that being their
festival of choice; after all it does
involve eight nights of presents
and an abundance of comical
YouTube clips.
In the midst of the modern celebrations and after the
Rabbis’ decision to focus on
the miracle of the oil lasting for
eight days, the original meaning

and story of the festival has been
somewhat lost. Originally the
festival celebrated a miracle,
but not of oil burning slowly.
Instead it was the miracle of the
Jewish resistance fighters’ success against their Greek rulers.
The Jews took on, and defeated,
the superpower of their day, in
what was a miraculous victory.
The final success came with
the rededication of the Temple,
which had been subverted and

abused by the Greek occupiers.
The name Chanukah speaks
to the festival’s origins. The
Hebrew root behind the name
is  chet-nun-chaf, which has
a meaning related to dedication.
The name was therefore a celebration of the rededication of
the Temple. On the festival we
celebrate the rededication of the
Temple for its sacred purpose as
Rabbi continued on page 5

Dedication of New Torah
Congregational Chanukah Service & Dinner
Congregational Chanukah Dinner
Reservation Form
Name�������������������������������������
_____ Adults @ $24

$________

_____ Children 3_12 @ $12

$________

_____ Children 2 & younger FREE

$________

TOTAL $________

Friday, December 14

Torah Dedication & Festival Services at 6:30 pm
Dinner Following

Reserve by credit card on our website or by check to
“The Community Synagogue” with this reservation
form, due by Monday, December 10.
Space is limited. Those who sign up late may not
be able to be accommodated.

The Community Synagogue
(516) 883-3144 Telephone
(516) 883-4203 Fax
www.commsyn.org

Rabbi

Irwin Zeplowitz
rabbiz@commsyn.org
Rabbi

Danny Burkeman
rabbidb@commsyn.org

Oneg Shabbat
Tammie & Michael Feldman and family & friends of Natalya on the occasion of her
becoming a Bat Mitzvah.
December 7

December 14

The Community Synagogue.

December 21

The Community Synagogue.

December 28

The Community Synagogue.

Rabbi Emeritus

Martin Rozenberg
Cantor

Claire Franco
cfranco@commsyn.org
Cantor Emeritus

Jacob Yaron

T’fillot •  (Worship Services)
Shabbat Vayishlach •

jkahu

Director of Education

Friday, Nov. 30
Erev Shabbat����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 8:00 pm
Rabbi Zeplowitz: “The Challenge of Living in a Tough Neighborhood”
Saturday. Dec. 1 (Genesis 32:4-36:43; Haftarah–Hosea 11:7–12:12)
Shabbat Morning (Main Sanctuary)������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
Bat Mitzvah: Dana Nissan
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

Shari Isserles
shari@commsyn.org

Shabbat Vayeshev~Chanukah •

Executive Director

Joanne Fried
jfried@commsyn.org
ECC Director

Shelley Roff
sroff@commsyn.org

vfubj~cahu

Brotherhood President

Friday, Dec. 7
Erev Shabbat����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 8:00 pm
Rabbi Zeplowitz leads a discussion on Chanukah
Saturday. Dec. 8 (Genesis 37:1-40:23; Haftarah–Amos 2:6-3:8)
Shabbat Morning (Main Sanctuary)������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 10:30 am
Bat Mitzvah: Natalya Feldman
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

Jack Obadia
obadiainsurance@gmail.com

Shabbat Miketz~Chanukah •

Coordinator of Youth
Engagement

Lindsay Ganci
lganci@commsyn.org
President

Larry Helft
lhelft@optonline.net

Sisterhood Co-President

Helen Berkun
helen4sist@gmail.com
Sisterhood Co-President

Diane Heiman
dmheiman56@gmail.com
Bulletin Editor

Amy Dash
amydash@yahoo.com

Shabbat Vayigash •
Affiliated with the

Check Our Website...
for weekly updates,
monthly calendar,
the Bulletin online,
& photos:

vfubj~.en

Friday, Dec. 14
Congregational Chanukah Service �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 6:30 pm
Dedication of our “Etz Chaim”–60th Anniversary Torah, and our annual (and extremely
popular) communal candle lighting. With the participation of our 5th Grade students
Congregational Chanukah Dinner���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 7:45 pm
RSVP required (see first page)
Saturday, Dec. 15 (Genesis 41:1-44:1; Haftarah: Zechariah 4:1-7)
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

adhu

Friday, December 21
Erev Shabbat (Beit T’filah – Old Sanctuary)��������������������������������������������������������������������������� 6:30 pm
Saturday, December 22 (Genesis 44:18-47:27; Haftarah: Ezekiel 37:15-28)
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

Shabbat Vayechi •

hjhu

Friday, December 28
Erev Shabbat (Beit T’filah – Old Sanctuary)��������������������������������������������������������������������������� 6:30 pm
Early Shabbat services
Saturday. December 29 (Genesis 47:28-50:26; Haftarah: I Kings 2:1-12)
Havurah – Informal Worship (Beit T’filah — Old Sanctuary)���������������������������������������������� 10:30 am

www.commsyn.org
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President’s Letter Larry Helft

Playing Baseball in Israel

ECC News
Shelley Roff, ECC DIrector

Now that the World Series
is over and after a year in
which New Yorkers had little
to cheer about, it is time to
move on to another sporting
event. No, not the NY Giants
run for a second consecutive
Super Bowl ring (I’ve already
given up on the Jets) or the
Knicks attempt to climb
deep into the playoffs before they are all on
Social Security (they will never catch the
Heat so that winning it all is an unrealistic
goal). Rather, I’m talking about the upcoming World Baseball Classic to take place
next March. There will be sixteen teams in
the event. Twelve spots were allocated to
powerful well established baseball powers
like the United States, Japan, the Dominican
Republic and Venezuela. Sixteen other
nations competed for the four remaining
spots, including Israel.
Israel? What do they know about
baseball? Fortunately, they don’t need to
know much, since eligibility requirements
are rather elastic. Only three of the squad’s
players are originally from Israel. The other
twenty-five came from the United States.
Players do not need to be citizens of a
participating country; they merely need to
be eligible to become one. For Israel, that
includes anyone with a Jewish parent or
grandparent. A non-Jew married to a Jew
could also play. “If we could only get a nice
Jewish girl to marry Albert Pujols, he could
play first base for us” mused Peter Kurz,
the American-born secretary general of the
Israel Association of Baseball.
Baseball is in its infancy in Israel.
Perhaps 1000 people – ages 7 to 60 – play

the game. The country has a single baseball
field. Most games are played on soccer fields
or empty lots. There is one homegrown
team of note. Last year, that team hosted a
round of the European championships and
won a few games. Shlomo Lipetz, 33, a thick
bearded right hander (not a Brian Wilson
or a Sergio Romo) pitched in both ends of
a double-header throwing 214 pitches as
Israel split the pair with Britain.
Three retired major leaguers of Jewish
heritage were enlisted to oversee the team.
Brad Ausmus (who has a Jewish mother)
would manage the team; Shawn Green
(who did not play on Yom Kippur) and
Gabe Kapler (who has a Star of David tattooed on his left calf ) were player-coaches.
Unfortunately, the qualifying rounds were
held in September vs November as originally scheduled. This prevented the ten
or so current major leaguers from playing
(including Ryan Braun, Kevin Youkilis, Ian
Kinsler, Scott Feldman, Ike Davis, Craig
Breslow, Cody Decker, Joc Pederson, Josh
Satin, and Charlie Cutler).
Unfortunately, Israel just missed qualifying for next year’s tournament. Hopefully,
as part of our foreign aid package to Israel
in the future, we can allocate some funds
to teach Israelis the fundamentals of the
game and build a few more baseball fields.
Then, perhaps, we can have a real Israeli
squad at the next World Baseball Classic. In
the meantime, let’s encourage our kids to
play baseball in Little Leagues, synagogue
leagues, camps and on school teams. Maybe
one of our own will play on Israel’s squad in
the future.
Best to all,
Larry

▪▪ Please visit our website at www.commsyn.org for the latest updates.
▪▪ Like us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/TheCommunitySynagogue
▪▪ Follow us on Twitter: @commsyn

As Jews we take time to
reflect, repent and
apologize for our sins and
wrong doings during Yom
Kippur. But as Americans
we have a second opportunity to reflect on ourselves, how we treat
others and our goals for the coming year
with the tradition of the New Year’s
resolution.
The Yom Kippur prayer we say to
take responsibility for our sins is called
the Vidui and it is said collectively as
a congregation. It is up to each person
whether they choose to just read this
prayer or take it to heart. With the
approach of the new secular year, I am
taking this opportunity to share “The
Parents Vidui” which is based on the traditional Vidui text, changed to reflect on
how we treat our children. Usually how
we treat children is based on what we
think is in their best interest. I am sure
there is something on the list that will
give everyone something to reflect about.
Gazalnu: We have cheated our children by not giving them our full attention
when we are with them.
Dibarnu dofi: We have spoken maliciously of others, and have done it in
front of children.
He’evinu: We have caused our children to sin by not showing them the right
way to act.
V’hirshanu: We have caused others to
feel uncomfortable by encouraging our
child’s bad behavior.
Zadnu: We have scorned the honor of
our own parents.
Hamasnu: We have not handled our
children gently in anger.
Tafalnu sheker: We have associated
with people who are poor role models for
our children.
Yaatznu ra: We have given our children bad advice.
Kizavnu: We have lied, whether for
good reasons or not.
Latsnu: We have scoffed at Jewish
traditions and have ignored who we
really are.
ECC continued on page 10
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Sisterhood News

Mah Jongg Mavens

Please bring in new toys and books for Sisterhood’s Annual Holiday Toy Drive. This year,
these items will be distributed to families with children displaced by Superstorm Sandy, as
well as to local hospitals, shelters and clinics. Look for the basket in the synagogue lobby to
drop off your items.
The following events are scheduled for December:
▪▪ Sunday 12/2/12 at 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Judaica Shop Chanukah Boutique
▪▪ Tuesday 12/4/12 at 7:30 p.m. – Mah Jongg Mavens
▪▪ Thursday 12/6/12 at 7:30 p.m. – Sisterhood Board Meeting
▪▪ Sunday 12/9/12 at 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Judaica Shop Chanukah Boutique
▪▪ Wednesday 12/12/12 at 5:00 p.m.–Chanukah Lego Building (a Family Activity)

The Maj Jongg Mavens will meet on
Tuesday, December 4th at 7:30 PM.
All levels are welcome. Come and
meet new friends, play with your old
friends, have a nosh and have some
fun. Reservations are required. RSVP to
Jo Beth Roberts at jbnr@aol.com. The
event is free for Sisterhood members,
$5 for synagogue members and $10
for all others, Looking forward to
seeing you there!

If you haven’t already joined Sisterhood please consider joining. Here are some reasons why:
▪▪ Sisterhood extends a personal hand and a feeling of belonging in this high-tech world.
▪▪ Sisterhood provides the opportunity for members to bond with each other and create
friendships that can last a lifetime.
▪▪ Sisterhood gives its members the much needed spiritual and emotional respite from our
busy day-to-day lives.
▪▪ Sisterhood is multi-generational. It is a unique place where women of all ages and backgrounds can come together for mutual support, to learn and grow together, and become
part of caring community dedicated to tikkun olam (repairing the world).
▪▪ Sisterhood supports the temple in so many ways – programmatically, spiritually, and
financially.
▪▪ Sisterhood makes in a difference in the local community, standing on the forefront of
social action, community service, and education.
▪▪ Sisterhood is part of a larger organization – Women of Reform Judaism – which has a
collective voice that is strong and impactful. Through WRJ’s coalition memberships
and organizational partnerships, we advocate for critical issues of women, children
and youth, education, and social justice across North America, in Israel, and around the
world.
Through WRJ, Sisterhood offers a way for each woman to do her part to help ensure the
future of Reform Judaism. Through the YES Fund, we provide scholarships to students at
Hebrew Union College, support NFTY youth programs, and make contributions to organizations throughout the Reform/Progressive Jewish movement.
To join Sisterhood online using a credit card go to www.commsyn.org and click on the
dropdown menu and select Sisterhood.

You Can Save a Life
The Talmud teaches, “One who
saves a life, it is as if that person
saved an entire world.” People beset
by illness have their own private
war to win, yet we are taught the
importance of helping them when
we can. Steve Corwin, son of our
longtime congregants, Elaine & Al
Corwin, urgently needs a kidney
transplant. Please go to http://www.
kidneyregistry.org/?gclid=CMGG963
ql7MCFa9xOgodA20A4w&cookie=1
and see what would be involved with
this selfless act. If you can help, please
contact Rabbi Zeplowitz directly.
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Shop at the Judaica Shop Chanukah Boutique
The Judaica Shop will be having our full selection of Chanukah merchandise on display in
the lobby of the synagogue and in the Kiddish Room on Sundays, 12/2 and 12/9 from 9:00
a.m. – 1:00 p.m. We have a full selection of menorahs (glass, brass, silver to name a few, Mah
Jongg menorahs, electric menorahs and many more,) a wide variety of candles (many from
Israel), dreidels (wooden and collectible), toys, books, games and children’s gifts to enhance
your Chanukah celebration!
Are you invited to someone’s house for a Chanukah party? We have an a great selection
of gifts to choose from . . .glass dreidel dishes, Chanukah platters, latke platters, Chanukah
apron sets and more.
Think about decorating your house for Chanukah this year!!! We have many Chanukah
decorations in stock. . . dreidel garlands, banners, electric menorah decorations, electric star
decorations and dreidels on a string to hang up.
Stop by the Judaica Shop to find the perfect gift! We offer free gift wrapping!
The Judaica Shop is open by appointment. If you’d like to set up an appointment, please
call or e-mail Bari Ziegel at 516-816-1082 or bziegel@aol.com.
The COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE Bulletin

Brotherhood
The Brotherhood of The Community Synagogue invites you to a brunch and riveting discussion with noted psychologist and guest speaker Dr. Susan Lipkins.

Chaverim

Bullying and Hazing: The Parental Role in Teaching Children to
Stand Up for Themselves and Others
▪▪ Sunday, December 16, 2012
▪▪ Two sessions will be held for your convenience. Choose either 9:15am–10:30 or
11am–12:15pm.
▪▪ Brunch will be served. Reservations please! RSVP: jeremiahbosgang@optonline.net

CHANUKAH PARTY: Wednesday,
December 12 at 11:30 AM. There will be
music and games and latkes! Join in the
fun! Call Mira Barufka–621-8876 -for
details.

Dr. Susan Lipkins is a Port Washington based licensed psychologist
specializing in individual psychodynamic psychotherapy for children,
adolescents and adults. She is an authority on bullying and hazing,
having been a featured guest on Oprah, Dr. Phil, Katie Couric Show and
other television programs. Her website is www.realpsychology.com.
December Brotherhood Meeting and NFL Game of the Month
Monday, December 3, at 8PM in the MPR (Executive Board meets at 7:30).
Giants vs Redskins. Game time will be 8:30 PM. Food and Beverages.
Brotherhood invites new and returning members to join us. You are welcome to sit in at
our monthly meetings and enjoy the NFL game of the month
The 92nd Street Y lecture series presents Jon Meacham on Thomas Jefferson
▪▪ Sunday Dec. 9, 7:30 PM.
Brotherhood held its annual Thanksgiving Phil Seinfeld Food Drive for Our Lady of Fatima
Church in Port Washington on Sunday, November 18 with the generous support of King
Kullen.

Rabbi continued from page 1
the then center of Jewish life and worship.
Living under foreign rule, the early Rabbis were worried about a story which glorified
revolution and rebellion, and so they shifted the focus away from the military victory to one
about the miraculous oil.
This Chanukah we will have a unique opportunity to simultaneously celebrate both
aspects of the festival. As we do each year we will have a special Chanukah service on the
Shabbat during the festival (this year on December 14th). The sanctuary will be lit up as
we light candles to expel the darkness and remember the miracle of the oil lighting up the
Temple. But this year we will also have the chance to celebrate a dedication as we dedicate
our new Torah scroll.
As you should know we have been writing a Torah scroll as part of our Etz Chaim 60th
year celebrations. On December 2nd, as a community, we will be finishing the writing of our
Torah, and less than two weeks later we will be dedicating it, as we welcome the Torah into
it’s new home, the Ark in our Sanctuary. A new Torah scroll is something which is always
worth celebrating, but a Torah which has been written by members of our community is
extra special.
On Chanukah we celebrate the miracles of the military victory and the oil lasting for
eight days. This year we can add to the list the miracle of a Torah scroll written by young
and old, men and women, families and individuals–a Torah which is the product of our community. Not simply because of the money which paid for it, but because of every person who
picked up the quill and wrote their own letter in our Torah.
And if nothing else it is certainly an occasion and event which is worth celebrating. We
hope that you will join us in welcoming our new Torah as part of our special Chanukah
celebrations this year.

WELLNESS with Les Schonbrun –
Thursday, December 13 at 11:45 AM. Back
by popular demand, this session will
focus on balance and gait, so important
as we age. Bring your lunch; coffee and
tea will be served. Call Les at 767-0599
for details.
DUES ARE DUE: If you haven’t yet
paid dues for 2012-13, please send your
check for $18 per person, payable to The
Community Synagogue, “Chaverim”
marked on memo line, to Les Schonbrun
at 45 Reid Avenue or to the synagogue
office.
CHAIR YOGA: Fridays, 10:30 – 11:30
AM. Pamper yourself with one hour just
for you, of calming and relaxing gentle
yoga. Beth Mohr leads the practice which
can be joined at any time. Try it once for
no charge or sign up for a 6-week series
for $50.

Want to Speak
Yiddish?
Would you like to learn Yiddish? Or
brush up on the Yiddish you once
knew? Maybe you’d just like to interact
with other Yiddish speakers and/or
enjoy Yiddish literature and culture.
Come to the Tuesday morning (10:3011:30) Yiddish class, taught by Cecile
Upadhay. The class is ongoing and
may be joined at any time. Although it
is sponsored by Chaverim, everyone
is welcome. If you’re not a Chaverim
member, there is a one-time charge of
$10.
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Do a Mitzvah, Help Others,
Have Fun and Make a Difference at
The Community Synagogue
Sponsored

Dinner/Dance
For Residents of
Port Washington
We can use lots of helping hands!
St. Peter’s of Alcantara Church
School Cafeteria
1327 Port Washington Blvd.
Port Washington
Saturday, December 22, 2012
6:00–9:45 PM
This will be our second dinner
at our new location. Please
help make this a happy holiday
season for our guests.
Volunteers from The Community
Synagogue are needed to help residents
of Port Washington who could use a little
help. We are providing a free, relaxing
evening of dinner and dancing for our
neighbors. Supervised activities and
dinner for children will be available in a
separate room for residents who come
with young children.
We need help with preparing food,
setting tables, taking orders, greeting
guests, supervising young children and
more!
We also need volunteers to help with
cooking for the dinner
Synagogue Kitchen
Tuesday, December 18, 2012
7:00 PM
To volunteer, contact Jessica Wigdor at
jhwigdor@gmail.com or 516-883-1979.

Etz Chaim
Etz Chaim Sanctuary Refurbishment Project
As part of our 2011-2012 Etz Chaim 60th Anniversary, we began the sacred work of
refurbishing our beautiful main sanctuary. Our primary worship space and adjoining
congregational hall were looking worn and weary. Our windows walls and acoustic panels
needed replacement and our floor refinishing; our pews were scratched and sometimes
threadbare; our carpeting worn. Our ark and bimah needed upgrades, including our sound
system, choir/music loft. We recognized the need to revitalize the level of warmth and welcome of our sanctuary, bringing it into the 21st century, and honoring the sacred purpose of
this space and all who come to worship here.
What We Have Accomplished
▪▪ Replaced the window walls in the sanctuary with highest quality thermal windows in
metal casings, improving structural safety and weather resistance
▪▪ Upgraded the Aron Kodesh—the ark—by re-facing discolored brass elements with a warm
wood finish, and resurfacing the worn and shabby interior
▪▪ Reconfigured the eternal light above the ark to run on solar power rather than electric
▪▪ Installed a new high definition video camera, screen, projector and other necessary
equipment to enhance worship in the congregational hall on High Holy Days and stream
Shabbat and worship services on our synagogue website
▪▪ Refinished the dulled, scratched, stained wooden floor in the congregational hall to a
shining new brilliance
▪▪ Built a new kippah and tallit cabinet in the lobby near the sanctuary entrance
▪▪ Replaced the lobby windows with the same quality window system as in the sanctuary
What We Still Need To Accomplish
▪▪ Reconfigure our bimah space to better serve the needs of our clergy in reaching out to the
congregation during services
▪▪ Reconfigure our choir/music space to accommodate the new and innovative musical
experiences Cantor Franco is bringing to our congregation, including an improved sound
system
▪▪ Upgrade bimah furniture to fit our new bimah space
▪▪ Install new acoustical panels (walls) to replace the worn and soiled panels currently in
the sanctuary, congregational hall and folding door divider
▪▪ Install new and/or refinished pews, which will also increase sanctuary seating
▪▪ Install new carpeting throughout the sanctuary
▪▪ Install new and upgraded lighting where necessary in both sanctuary and congregational
hall
▪▪ Complete replacement of windows so that all exterior “diamond windows” are upgraded
and match throughout the lobby, sanctuary, congregational hall and multi-purpose room
▪▪ Install a “visual worship” component to provide opportunities for alternative worship
styles for certain services (Tot Shabbat, Second Shabbes Family Service, festivals, etc.)
We Need Your Help To Get This Done!
▪▪ Write a letter in the Torah and make a contribution in honor of this Mitzvah
▪▪ Make a contribution to the Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund
▪▪ Increase the contribution you made last year to Etz Chaim
Questions? Call Joanne in the Main Office at 516-883-3144 ext 311.
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Hanging with POWTY
Last month, on November 10th,
Senior POWTY teens participated in
POWTY’s Publicolor Day of Service
with Publicolor, an incredible nonprofit organization that brings cheer to
NYC’s public schools with paint! Fifteen
POWTY members joined forces with
fifteen teens from August Martin High
school in Queens, NY, painting the building and bringing happiness and cheer
to the school. Working side by side with
high school students from the school we
were painting, POWTY teens got to experience and see firsthand how their hard
work and service to the school affected
the teens that spend every weekday in its
hallways, and it was an incredible experience for everyone who attended!
This month, kids and teens in all three
of POWTY’s youth groups have opportunities to join their POWTY friends for
these exciting programs:
Senior POWTY teens bringing color and cheer to the
▪▪ December 1, 7-9 pm: POWTY 45
August Martin High School in Queens, NY!
Club’s Hibachi Night at Benihana
▪▪ December 2, all day: Senior POWTY at NFTY-NAR Social Justice Day in NYC
▪▪ December 7, 6:30 pm: Junior POWTY Hanukkah Shabbat Party in the youth lounge
▪▪ December 14, 6:30 pm: Senior POWTY Hanukkah Shabbat Party in the youth lounge

Save the Date for
these Upcoming
Events
▪▪ Wednesday, December 12,
5:00 p.m.
Sisterhood Chanukah Lego Event
▪▪ Friday, December 14, 6:30 p.m.
Chanukah Service/Family Dinner
and Torah Dedication
▪▪ Friday, January 25, 6:30 p.m.
Pot Luck Tu B’Shvat Seder
▪▪ Sunday, March 3
Pack It Up for Purim
▪▪ Saturday, March 9, 7:30 p.m.
Sisterhood Sponsored Bingotini
▪▪ Thursday, March 21, 6:45 p.m.
Women’s Seder
▪▪ Tuesday, March 26, 6:30 p.m.
Congregational 2nd Night Seder
▪▪ Sunday, April 14, 10:00 a.m.
Sisterhood sponsored Attic
Treasures Community Wide Tag
Sale

…and save the date for January’s POWTY events!
▪▪ January 11-13: Senior POWTY at NFTY-NAR Winter Kallah at Scarsdale Synagogue,
Temples Tremont & Emanu-El
▪▪ January 27, 7-9 pm: Senior POWTY Sayonara Midterms Hibachi Night at Benihana

▪▪ Sunday, April 21,
11:00 a.m. –2:00 p.m.
Sisterhood sponsored Mini Mitzvah
Day and Israeli Arts & Crafts Fair

I am looking forward to all of these great upcoming events for all three of our POWTY youth
groups!

▪▪ Friday, April 19–Sunday, April 21
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend with
Anat Hoffman

Love & POWTY, Lindsay

▪▪ Saturday, May 11, 7:30 p.m.
Celebration in Honor of
Rabbi Z and Cantor Franco’s 10th
Anniversary

Volunteers from The Community Synagogue went to help victims of Super Storm Sandy in the Rockaways.
This was one of the many ways in which we are providing opportunities for our congregants to help make a
difference in the relief efforts for those so seriously affected by the storm.
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The Brotherhood of The Community Synagogue invites you to a brunch and
riveting discussion with noted psychologist, Dr. Susan Lipkins

▪▪Parenting
▪▪Caregiving
▪▪Marital Concerns
▪▪Separation/
Divorce
▪▪Bereavement

▪▪Geriatric Care
▪▪Cancer Wellness
▪▪Career
▪▪Legal
▪▪Financial

A caring place to turn to find
support and guidance during life
changes and challenges.
Two exciting programs you won’t want
to miss from Partners in Caring:
Parenting Workshop: “Strategic
Parenting: Going from Re-Active to
Pro-Active”
Led by Deborah Grayson Riegel,
Author of “Oy Vey! Isn’t a Strategy”. In
partnership with Solomon Schechter
School. Thursday, December 5 at Sid
Jacobson JCC. Call to RSVP 516 4841545 x196
A Special Book and Author Event
sponsored by Strength to Strength–
Cancer Wellness Exercise and
Support group:
Margaret Cuomo, MD, author of
“A World Without Cancer” at Sid
Jacobson JCC. Wednesday December
12, 2012 @ 7:30pm $5.00 in advance
$10.00 at the door. Call to register
484-1545 or online at https://www.
sjjcccommerce.org/register/register.
php?id=201
CALL 516.484.1545, ext. 196
www.sjjcc.org/PIC
Contact Partners In Caring for
counseling, support groups or general
information and referral services. Our
warm line is staffed by caring and
professional social workers. Calls are
answered by caring professional social
workers. All calls are always free and
confidential. Most services are offered
at minimal or no cost to synagogue
members.
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BULLYING AND HAZING
The Parental Role in Teaching Children to Stand Up for
Themselves and Others

Sunday, December 16, 2012
Two sessions will be held for your
convenience. Choose either
9:15–10: 30am or 11am–12:15pm
Fathers: Are you a good role model? Have you
ever been hazed?
Mothers: Are you an Upstander? Have you ever
been a victim?
Brunch will be served. Reservations please!
RSVP: jeremiahbosgang@optonline.net
Dr. Susan Lipkins is a Port Washington based licensed
psychologist specializing in individual psychodynamic
psychotherapy for children, adolescents and adults.
She is an authority on bullying and hazing, having
been a featured guest on Oprah, Dr. Phil, Katie Couric
Show and other television programs. Her website is
www.realpsychology.com

Can You Spare
Ten Minutes a Day?
Thousands of Jews around the world are now spending
10 minutes a day reading an e-mail about a Jewish text.
Are you part of the Ten Minutes of Torah chevra yet?
Ten Minutes of Torah, introduced at the 2001 Boston
Biennial and delivered directly to your e-mail inbox each
weekday, offers a personal connection to a Jewish text,
issue or topic, including insight on the week’s Torah
portion, Israel, social justice, and Jewish ethics. To sign
up, visit www.urj.org/torah/ten.
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We gratefully acknowledge support to
The Community Synagogue
through contributions to our many funds
and sincerely thank the following:

From

In honor of

Rudi & Janet de Winter

Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz
the beautiful services during the High Holidays
Gunther & Leah Lawrence on the marriage of their son,
David to Yoo Mee Kim
Sheila & Robert Richter on the birth of their grandson,
Jake Aaron Gustin

Randy & Marcy Todd
Steven & Judi Zarkin
Steven & Judi Zarkin

Barney Loerinc (Yahrzeit)
Max Gruskin, brother of Leo Gruskin
Shula Eliaz’ brother
Olga Bagayoff, mother of Tamar Isaac
Frances Lauda, mother of Betsy Silverstein
Zita Brandes
Zachary Loozis, father of Matthew Loozis
Mark Yavelow

Torah Writing Project Fund

Choir Fund

Rudi & Janet de Winter

Larry & B. Helft
Larry & B. Helft
Larry & B. Helft
Larry & B. Helft
Larry & B. Helft
Edward & Phyllis Schieber
Alan & Felice Schwartz
Stephen & Denise Silverstein

From

In memory of

Susan Hartman

Mildred Hartman, mother of Susan Hartman-Jones

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER Fund

From

In honor of

Mark & Jill Eisenberg

Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz

Mark & Jill Eisenberg

FLOWER Fund
From

In honor of

Marie Rautenberg

Blossom Miller on the birth of her identical twin greatgranddaughters, Sofia & Sydney Fonseca

MITZVAH CORPS Fund
From

In memory of

Dave & Gail Golbert
David & Sylvie Heyman

Joseph Golbert (Yahrzeit)
Max Gruskin, brother of Leo Gruskin

From

In honor of

Harvey & Barbara Fishman

Anne & Roy Nelson on the birth of their grandson, Yosef
Itzhak Nelson
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz
Blossom Miller on the birth of her identical twin greatgranddaughters, Sofia & Sydney Fonseca
Ronald & Susanne Fein on the birth of their
grandaughter, Campbell Addison Fein

RABBIS’ DISCRETIONARY Fund

From

In honor of

From

In memory of

Richard & Joyce Bram

Rhoda Cahn, sister of Janet Knopp

David & Sylvie Heyman

Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz
Norman Schefer being honored by the Port Washington
Library Foundation
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
the Zeplowitz’ receiving an honor From the World Union
for Progressive Judaism
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Anne & Roy Nelson on the birth of their grandson, Yosef
Itzhak Nelson
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz
Sheila & Robert Richter on the birth of their grandson,
Jake Aaron Gustin
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz
Anne & Rabbi Zeplowitz’ Humanitarian Award
The beautiful services during the High Holidays

Harvey & Barbara Fishman
Harry & Phyllis Manko
Audrey Troy

ENDOWMENT FundS
Wurzel Endowment Fund

From

In appreciation of

Evan Goldman & Michele PosnerGoldman
Edgar & Mindy Salas

Rabbi Zeplowitz

Stephen & Denise Silverstein

David & Sylvie Heyman
Howard & Sandra Lipset

From

In appreciation of

Milton & Marilyn Brechner

Elaine Wurzel, thanking you for a beautiful afternoon
and Speedy Recovery
the Wurzel’s & wishing them a Happy New Year
Barbara & Harvey Fishman for all they have done & for
Barbara who has done above & beyond
the Wurzels’ hospitality

Robert & Sheila Richter

From

In honor of

Randy & Marcy Todd

the Wurzels’ Happy & Healthy New Year

Gil & Annette Rosenthal

Milton & Marilyn Brechner
Muriel Friedman
Muriel Friedman

ETZ CHAIM FundS
Tikkun Habayit/Sanctuary Refurbishment Fund
From

In honor of

Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung

Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz
Robert & Sheila Richter on the birth of their grandson
Jake Aaron Gustin
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Gloria & Miles Glantz on the birth of their grandson,
Judah Glantz
Leah & Gunther Lawrence on the marriage of their son,
David to Yoo Mee Kim
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel

Benjamin & Georgia DeYoung
Ron & Susanne Fein
Miles & Gloria Glantz
Larry & B. Helft
Mitchell & Judy Maiman
Howard & Debbie Schiff
Mel & Lynn Schreiber
Stephen & Denise Silverstein
From

In memory of

Ron & Susanne Fein

Adele Ditkoff, sister of Grace Fleischman

Mr. & Mrs. Lorne Rochwerg
Gil & Annette Rosenthal

Ellen Savran
Ellen Savran
Ellen Savran
Ellen Savran
Alice Semouha-Aboody
Alice Semouha-Aboody
David & Donna Stricker
Randy & Marcy Todd

Rabbi Zeplowitz for your concern, love & compassion
during this difficult time
Rabbi & Anne Zeplowitz

From

In memory of

Barry & Janet Boxer
Rita Eisenberg
Arline Isaacs
Matthew & Lisa Loozis

Morris Levine (Yahrzeit)
Norman Eisenberg & In honor of Jill & Mark Eisenberg
Sam Goldstein
Zachary Loozis & In appreciation of Rabbi Zeplowitz for
leading the family in this time of mourning
Rhoda Cahn, sister of Janet Knopp
Rhoda Cahn, wife of Steven Cahn
Ruth Friedlander (Yahrzeit)

Robert & Sheila Richter
Ellen Savran
Evan & Shari Schieber
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL Fund
From

In honor of

Richard & Arlee Weiss

Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel

SYNAGOGUE Fund
From

In honor of

Len & Jill Berman

Debbie & Howard Schiff on the engagement of their
daughter, Amanda, to Scott Bromberg
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Alice & Charles Schwartz on the engagement of their
daughter, Kaitlin to Eric Schwartz
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Pam & Larry Tarica on the enagagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel
Jane & Michael Broido on the birth of their
granddaughter, Juliet Isabella Weill Rubin
Pam & Larry Tarica on the engagement of their
daughter, Sara to Bob Fliegel

Len & Jill Berman
Len & Jill Berman
Richard & Karen Dankner
Howard & Sandra Lipset
Michael & Elin Nierenberg
Mel & Lynn Schreiber
Steven & Karen Seltzer

ECC continued from page 3
Maradnu: We have ignored our Jewish heritage and failed
to explore ways to make it mean more to us.
Niatsnu: We have used profane language in front of our
children.
Sararnu: We have reprimanded our children for being
disobedient, but we have been disobedient ourselves.
Avinu: We have intentionally done things wrong, knowing
that they are wrong and not caring about the consequences
for our children.
Pashanu: We have denied Judaism in our homes.
Tzararnu: We have gossiped against our neighbors and
have encouraged bad feelings between families.
Kishinu oref: We have been stubborn with our children
when we should have been flexible.
Rashanu: We have acted as though the rules of our home
do not apply to us.
Shichatnu: We have allowed ourselves to become angry
too easily.
Tiavnu: We have encouraged materialism and superficiality and have taught our children to venerate them as well.
Ta’inu: We have been a poor role model for our children.
Teetanu: We have deliberately chosen not to follow the
rules, and cannot see the parallel between our children’s
behavior and our own.
Sarnu: We have deliberately turned away from respecting
authority, yet we expect our children to respect us.
My wish for 2013 is that we all strive to do our best to treat
all children with dignity and respect, and reflect whether our
actions match our words and advice!
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From

In memory of

David & Mardi Braun
Bernard & Paula Cohn
Michael & Lisa Epstein
Michael & Lisa Epstein
Ron & Susanne Fein
Perry & Mindy Kamerman
Keith & Sara Kindler
Marylyn Lamstein
Marylyn Lamstein
Mr. & Mrs. Gunther Lawrence
Jeffrey & Linda Moslow
Edward & Phyllis Schieber
Jack & Betty Schwartz
Gloria Warren
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Zarkin
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Zarkin
Bari Ziegel, Mikki & Ilan Rosman
Bari Ziegel, Mikki & Ilan Rosman

Nathan Housman (Yahrzeit)
Sol Kress (Yahrzeit)
Herman Epstein (Yahrzeit)
Lillian Epstein (Yahrzeit)
Frances Lauda, mother of Betsy Silverstein
Murray Rubin (Yahrzeit)
Toby Dicker (Yahrzeit)
Rhoda Cahn, sister of Janet Knopp
Benjamin Lamstein (Yahrzeit)
Julius Sobel (Yahrzeit)
Sol Kress (Yarhzeit)
Rae Schieber (Yahrzeit)
Ruth Savitz; Irving Savitz (Yahrzeits)
Isabelle Frank (Yahrzeit)
Minnie Helfstein (Yahrzeit)
Julius Helfstein (Yahrzeit)
Nathan Solomon (Yahrzeit)
Sarah Rosman (Yahrzeit)

TZEDAKAH/SOCIAL ACTION Fund
From

In memory of

Michael & Dana Blum

Zachary Loozis, father of Matthew Loozis

92nd StREET Y 2012 Final Program
Can’t thank everyone enough for making this the most successful
of all fall programs in 4 years. More than 700 people turned out for
the six programs, topping last year by 50%. This year we watched
and listened to Mayor Ed Koch, Thomas Friedman and Charlie
Rose, Israel’s Ambassador Michael Oren, Eric Kandel and Elie
Wiesel and Anna Quindlen. There is one last program in December.
Reservations can be made on the Synagogue’s website, www.
commsyn.org; then click Programs, 92nd St Y and the RSVP link to
fill out the order form with your credit card billing information. Or
you may call 883-3144, ext. 390 and leave your name, e-mail address,
phone and ticket information.
All tickets are only $10.00 if reserved in advance or $15.00 at the
door.
Jon Meacham: On Thomas Jefferson
Sun, Dec 9, 7:30 PM ET
Learn about the Founding Father who steered the
states to nationhood, wrote the Declaration of
Independence, and as a master politician President,
doubled the size of America through the Louisiana
Purchase—a man often admired but, before now, never
truly understood in all his complexity. Jon Meacham is an executive
editor at Random House and the former editor of Newsweek. He is
the author of several books, including the Pulitzer Prize-winning
American Lion and, most recently, Thomas Jefferson: The Art of
Power.
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23

31
ECC Closed

ECC Closed

24

4

27

ECC Closed
Building Closed

25

10:30am Chaverim Yiddish Classes
6:30pm Religious School—
Hebrew Chai
7:00pm Social Action Cooking

18

10:30am Chaverim Yiddish Classes
6:30pm Religious School—
Hebrew Chai
8:15pm Choir Rehearsal

11

10:30am Chaverim Yiddish
12:00pm Chaverim Board Meeting
6:30pm Religious School—
Hebrew Chai
7:00pm Jewish Cooking Class
7:30pm Mah Jong Mavens
8:15pm Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday

ECC Closed
ECC Vacation Fun Program

26

19

Judaica Shop Chanukah
Boutique
9:15am 4’s Chanukah Concert
11:30am Chaverim Chanukah Party
5:00pm Chanukah Lego Building
Party

9:00am

12

5

28

Wednesday

13

Temple Executive
Committee Meeting

ECC Closed
ECC Vacation Fun Program

27

20

Judaica Shop Chanukah
Boutique
9:15am 3’s Chanukah Concert
9:30am Rosh Hodoesh
11:45am Balance and Gait with Lisa
Schonbrun
7:30pm Sisterhood Board Meeting

9:00am

7:30pm

6

29

Thursday

7

30

10:30am Chaverim Chair Yoga
6:30pm Shabbat Evening Early
Service

ECC Closed
ECC Vacation Fun Program

28

10:30am Chaverim Chair Yoga
6:30pm Shabbat Evening Early
Service

21

10:30am Chaverim Chair Yoga
6:30pm Chanukah Family ServiceSenior POWTY attending
Service-Torah Dedication
7:45pm Congregation Chanukah
Dinner
7:45pm Senior POWTY Chanukah
Shabbat Celebration

14

11:30am Chaverim Chair Yoga
6:00pm Junior POWTY
Gingerbread Competition
and Chanukah Shabbat
Celebration
8:00pm Shabbat Evening Service

Friday

15

7th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service
Shabbat Morning ServiceBat Mitzvah of
Natalya Feldman

8

7th Grade Torah Study
Adult Torah Study
Shabbat Havurah Service
Shabbat Morning ServiceBat Mitzvah of
Dana Nissan

1

9:00am Adult Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Havurah Service

29

9:00am Adult Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Havurah Service
7:30pm Social Action Committee
Dinner (off site)

22

9:00am 7th Grade Torah Study
9:00am Adult Torah Study
10:30am Shabbat Havurah Service

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am

9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
10:30am

Saturday

All dates are subject to change. Call Temple Office to verify dates for specific events or check our website (www.commsyn.org) and click “Calendar” for updates. Note: When a Family Service is scheduled on a Friday night, that is the only Shabbat Service that night.

Religious School Closed

30

No Religious School

First Session Brotherhood
Bullying & Hazing Guest
Speaker
11:00am Ayeka: Life’s Big Questions
11:00am Second Session
Brotherhood Bullying &
Hazing Guest Speaker

9:15am

Temple Board Meeting
and Dinner

17

16

6:30pm

10

9

Judaica Shop Chanukah
Boutique
9:00am FLAME
9:00am PJ Storytime
9:00am Sisterhood Holiday Gift
Fair
11:00am 6th Grade PACE
7:30pm 92nd St Y Simulcast: Jon
Meacham

9:00am

8:00pm

Brotherhood Executive
Board Meeting
Brotherhood Board
Meeting

3

2

7:30pm

26

Monday

25

Judaica Shop Chanukah
Boutique
9:00am– 5:30pm Torah Writing
5:30pm Writing final letters of our
Torah

9:00am

Sunday
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Help Build the World’s Tallest

Lego Menorah!

Wednesday, December 12th from 5:00–7:00 pm
Don’t let your children miss this Chanukah celebration. Let them help assemble a
13-Foot Menorah made entirely of Lego Bricks.
A Family Program At The Community Synagogue
Sponsored By Sisterhood

Cost: $25 per family (includes dinner)
Recommended for children ages 5 and above
The menorah-building event is part of the “Jewish History Construction Series” created by
architect Stephen W. Schwartz to teach Jewish history to children and their parents using
hands-on learning. To build the menorah, children and their parents will follow a template to
form the menorah’s foundation, and then the layers will be assembled to form the complete
menorah. In addition to learning about Jewish history, participants will learn about teamwork.
Please RSVP by December 5th by going to www.commsyn.org and paying online with a credit
card or by sending in your check for $25 made payable to Sisterhood of The Community
Synagogue and mailing it to: Sisterhood of The Community Synagogue, 160 Middle Neck Rd,
Port Washington, NY 11050 Attn: Liz Greilsheimer.

