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Dear friends in The Community Synagogue, 
 
As a dyecw dlidw kehillah k’dosha, a “sacred community,” we recognize that we must be 
supportive of all who are here in body and spirit. As such, our concern for the physical 
welfare of you and all who come into our synagogue is equal to the emotional and 
spiritual support we wish to display. 
  
In the face of the spread of the Covid-19 virus we – like so many other institutions – have 
brought together a team to address the many issues this raises in our synagogue, 
schools and personally with our members.  The task force includes lay members of the 
Safety and Security Committee (Jeremiah Bosgang, Karen Sloan and Debbie Shlafmitz), 
President Deena Katz, Dr. Mark Eisenberg, VP of Administration Bari Ziegel, and all our 
Senior Staff.  We will be coordinating our efforts with and receiving advice from local 
and state health departments. This group has already met at length and will continue 
to do so regularly. 
  
Given the number of sources for best practices and protocols, we do not want to 
reiterate those recommendations, but given that this is a public health crisis, our most 
important sources of information are the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the World Health Organization.  In all decisions we will be guided by 
and following the lead of the CDC and NYS Dept of Health in making any 
recommendations. 
 
At this time, here is what have implemented here: 
  

1. All door handles, stair railings, tables, light switches, etc. in the building, and any 
surface touched regularly in the playground, are now disinfected three times a 
day.  The pews and siddurim (prayer books) will be disinfected before Shabbat 
each week.  As always, hand sanitizer will be available at the entrances to the 
building. 

2. Students who enter the building will be instructed to go to the bathrooms to 
wash their hands with soap and water. 

3. Water fountains are turned off. We encourage people to bring their own water 
container. 

4. The clergy and others will greet each person who comes here with a smile, 
hand to heart, wave, affectionate bow and/or elbow bump. We encourage all 



 

 

who enter the building to do the same and avoid unnecessary physical 
contact. 

5. Our schools will remain open and all programming will continue as planned. 
Recognizing that this is a fast-moving situation, should there be any change we 
will use every means (email, mass phone calls and social media) to inform you 
of those changes. 

6. At services we are suspending providing fidget toys for the time being since it is 
difficult to clean them regularly enough. We will tear the challah with gloves 
and pass it only to those on the bimah. 

7. If you are not feeling well – as always – please do not come to the synagogue 
or send a child who is feeling ill. 

8. Given the additional stress that dealing with this disease is placing on many, the 
clergy and rest of our staff are available to offer you love and support.  Should 
you have a family member or neighbor in distress, please be in touch with the 
clergy directly who can help you figure out ways to help them.  

 
Please let us remember to work together and treat each other with civility and kindness 
as we face this situation together.  Generations in the past faced many times of 
challenge (including disease) but found succor and hope in our traditions and 
faith.  We, too, offer prayers to God to keep us and all who are righteous from all harm 
and for us to deal with what lies ahead with calm and reason. May those who care for 
others be granted patience and wisdom and those who are ill a dnly d`xtx refuah 
shalaymah, a full and speedy recovery. 
  
We anticipate being in touch with you regularly should circumstances change.  Thank 
you for your understanding. 
 
May this truly be a Shabbat Shalom – a moment of wholeness and resolve as we look 
ahead. 

 

Deena Katz    Irwin Zeplowitz 
President    Rabbi  


