
 

 

 
20 Adar 5780 
March 16, 2020 

 
Dear friends, 
 
We write you at a time that we know is one of acute disruption and change. Before 
detailing what this means for our synagogue programs, please know that what will not 
change is the commitment of our clergy, staff and lay leaders to you.  In the coming 
days you will hear more from us and others at the synagogue about how we are 
available to care for you. Should you (or anyone you know) be in need, please reach 
out to the clergy now who can help determine the best ways to support you. 
 
Jewish values and law demand that we take seriously the guidance of health officials. 
Given this, we believe it is incumbent upon all of us to maintain physical distancing.  In 
keeping with this, the playground behind the Learning Center will be locked and 
closed.  We also ask you to not have any play dates that would involve close contact 
with others, as doing so puts those present and all in the community at greater risk. 
 
From our first communication with you about the novel Coronavirus (Covid-19) we told 
you that, in keeping with the traditional Jewish emphasis on ytp gewit pikuach nefesh 
(the primacy of saving a life), we would make decisions in accord with our synagogue’s 
promise to follow New York State Health Department, CDC guidelines and the lead of 
the Port Washington school district. We are consequently implementing the following: 
 

1. Through and including Sunday, April 19, all public activities at the synagogue 
are cancelled. 

2. Public worship services for Shabbat and Pesach (Passover) will be suspended 
during this period.  On Shabbat – both Erev Shabbat (at 6:30 pm) and on 
Shabbat morning (10:30 am) – live streaming will be available, which you can 
access here.   

3. Our Religious School and Early Childhood Center are closed through and 
including Sunday, April 19. Please note that the schools were already going to 
be closed for the Pesach (Passover) “week.” 

4. Our staff and teachers are already hard at work figuring out creative ways to 
be in touch with our students, families and members at large using Zoom, 
Facebook Live and other means of social media. You will hear more about this 
shortly. 

5. For upcoming B’nai Mitzvah, the clergy have been or soon will be in touch with 
all B’nai Mitzvah families through May to individually address any concerns and 
possible alternative arrangements. 

6. Funerals will not be held in the synagogue and the clergy will only officiate at 
outdoor (graveside) ceremonies, limiting the number of people present to 



 

 

immediate mourners as long as the government allows.  Shiva services will only 
be held, if desired, by phone or video call. We recognize the unique pain and 
challenge this represents but make this decision based on the primacy of health 
and safety for all. 

 
The Covid-19 Response Team remains in ongoing contact to assess what steps we will 
need to take moving forward or reconsider any decisions. 
 
As a dyecw dlidw kehillah k’dosha, a sacred community, our concern for the physical 
welfare of you and all in your home is equal to our emotional and spiritual support for 
you. You can find videos of words and music, prayers and more along with additional 
resources, links to health updates and up-to-date information here. 
 
We pray that those who are ill be granted a dnly d`xtx refuah shalaymah, a full and 
speedy healing, and that the Holy One gives those who care for others patience, 
strength and wisdom. 
 
Finally, while we turn to leaders for guidance, we know that facing this crisis depends on 
every single one of us taking responsibility to care for ourselves and each other.  As we 
learn, dfl df oiaxr l`xyi lk  kol yisrael arevim zeh bazeh, all Israel is responsible for one 
another. 
 
,mely    Shalom, 
 
 

Deena Katz    Irwin Zeplowitz 
President    Rabbi  


