
 

 

        
16 Adar 5780 
March 12, 2020 

 
 
Dear friends, 
 
We are writing to update you regarding our response to the fast-changing situation of 
the coronavirus Covid-19.  
 
In keeping with the traditional Jewish emphasis on ytp gewit pikuach nefesh (the primacy 
of saving a life), and in accord with our synagogue’s promise to follow New York State 
Health Department, CDC guidelines and/or to follow the lead of the Port Washington 
school district our synagogue Covid-19 Response team has decided: 
 

1. Through and including Tuesday, March 17 the synagogue will be cancelling all 
activities in the building. 

2. Following the mandate of the Governor of New York to limit the size of 
gatherings, public worship services this Shabbat are suspended.  On this 
Shabbat – both Erev Shabbat (at 6:30 pm) and on Shabbat morning (10:30 am) 
– live streaming will be available which you can access here.   

3. Our Religious School and Early Childhood Center are closed through and 
including Tuesday, March 17.  

4. For upcoming B’nai Mitzvah, the clergy have been or soon will be in touch with 
all B’nai Mitzvah families through the end of April to individually address possible 
alternative arrangements. 

5. Funerals will not be held in the synagogue and the clergy will only officiate at 
outdoor (graveside) ceremonies, limiting the number of people present as long 
as the government allows this.  Shiva services will only be held, if desired, by 
phone or video call. We recognize the unique pain and challenge this 
represents but must place primacy on everyone’s health and safety. 

 
The Covid-19 Response Team that we wrote to you about you last week is in daily, 
ongoing contact and will meet again on Monday to assess what steps we will need to 
take moving forward.  

 
Given the additional stress that dealing with this disease is placing on many, the clergy 
and rest of our staff are available to offer you love and support.  Should you have a 
family member or neighbor in distress, please be in touch with the clergy directly who 
can help you figure out ways to help them.  You can get contact information for the 
clergy by calling the synagogue or writing us by email (see here). 
 



 

 

As a dyecw dlidw kehillah k’dosha, a sacred community, we recognize that we must be 
supportive of all who are here in body and spirit. As such, our concern for the physical 
welfare of you and all in your home is equal to the emotional and spiritual support we 
wish to display. 
  
We urge you to remain informed.  We have up-to-date information on the Covid-19 
page on our website here.  
 
We recognize that this is a stressful time. In moments of trepidation our traditions found 
many ways to help us find resolve and peace. For a video response see here – and we 
will provide more resources in the days ahead.  For parents who are struggling with how 
to talk to their children, you may wish to consider the advice offered in this article.  
 
Please let us remember to work together and treat each other with civility and kindness 
as we face this situation together.  Generations in the past faced many times of 
challenge (including disease) but found succor and hope in our traditions and 
faith.  We, too, offer prayers to God to keep us and all who are righteous from all harm 
and for us to deal with what lies ahead with calm and reason. May those who care for 
others be granted patience and wisdom and those who are ill a dnly d`xtx refuah 
shalaymah, a full and speedy recovery. 
  
We anticipate being in touch with you regularly as circumstances change.  Thank you 
for your understanding. 
 
May this truly be a Shabbat Shalom – a moment of wholeness and resolve as we look 
ahead. 

 

Deena Katz    Irwin Zeplowitz 
President    Rabbi  


