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Reflect & Elevate
We gather for Shabbat, holy days, festivals, memorial services 
and life-cycle events to reflect on the themes of our lives as 
they echo through our traditions. Through songs and readings, 
sermons and theater; we find our lives uplifted.

Friday Night Worship Services 

Together we explore the many modalities of Jewish worship 
by approaching our tradition from a variety of perspectives.  
Each one offers another way to understand the story of  
our people. 

Fridays at 7 pm
In-person at Or Shalom and online on ZOOM and Facebook. 

• Live Zoom links are sent out every Friday afternoon.
•  For Facebook Live, please use this link.

https://www.facebook.com/OrShalomVernonHills

More than the Jews have kept Shabbat, 
Shabbat has kept the Jews. 
- Ahad Ha’am

https://www.facebook.com/OrShalomVernonHills
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Reflect & Elevate
Special Themed Friday Night Worship Services 
All services at 7:00 pm at Or Shalom unless otherwise noted.

  New Member Shabbat
  New members are honored with a special blessing from 

the bima.

  Veterans & First Responders Gratitude Shabbat
  Join Or Shalom in celebrating our local veterans and first  

responders with a special Shabbat service in their honor. All are 
welcome to worship with us. Add your military service information 
at bit.ly/OSmilitaryservice.

  Shabbat Shira & MLK Shabbat
  A special musical shabbat celebrating the legacy of Martin Luther 

King Jr. and the Torah’s tradition of freedom through song.

  Environmental Shabbat
  Our 3rd Annual Environmental Shabbat will remind us of our  

tradition’s connectedness to the natural world and inspire us 
to do all we can to be faithful stewards of God’s Creation.

  Teacher Appreciation Shabbat 
Pirke Avot, the wisdom of our ancestors, teaches us to “make for 
yourself a teacher, and acquire for yourself a companion.” Our 
teachers at Or Shalom are incredible mentors and friends to our 
students. They devote tremendous time and energy to teaching 
our young people—and, even more so, modeling for our young  
people—the ways of menschlekeit and of living Jewishly. Please  
join us to honor our teaching faculty during this annual service.

  Pride Shabbat
  Join us as we honor the movement for LGBTQ equality and  

inclusion, to celebrate recent victories against discrimination, 
and to commit to the work ahead.

OCT
22

NOV
12

JAN 
14

APR 
22

MAY 
13

JUN 
17
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      Shabbat in the Park | 6:15 pm 
  Bring a picnic dinner and at 7pm join us for an in-person 

Shabbat service. 
Century Park • 1002 Lakeview Pkwy • Vernon Hill 

 Poetry Shabbat
  Summer 2022, Exact date TBD 

Our Shabbat worship is enhanced by our favorite poetry.  Bring a 
poem you have written or one by your favorite poet to share.

Simchat Shabbat
 Celebrate your birthday and anniversary with your Or Shalom family 
and receive a special blessing from the clergy.

Shabbat Live
 Special musical shabbat in the round featuring Laurie Akers with 
additional musical guests.

Reflect & Elevate
Special Themed Friday Night Worship Services, continued

TBD

JUN 
10

JUL 
TBD

2020 Dates

October 15

November 19

December 17

2021 Dates

January 21

February 18

March 18

April 22

May 20

June 17

JANUARY 21

FEBRUARY 18

APRIL 8

APRIL 22

MAY 20
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Grade-Led Shabbat Worship Services
 A highlight of every year at Or Shalom is the grade-led Shabbat 
services, during which each grade leads our community in  
prayer. The students will offer personal reflections and creative 
interpretations of the prayers and of the role Judaism plays in their 
own lives. Our older students will lead us in the Hebrew tefillot 
(prayers). Please save the date for your child(ren)’s service— 
these are kvelling moments for the whole family.

DEC 10  2nd Grade Shabbat

JAN 28  4th Grade Shabbat

FEB 4  Kindergarten / 1st Grade Shabbat 

FEB 11  5th Grade Shabbat

MAR 11  3rd Grade Shabbat

MAR 18  Pre-K Shabbat 

 Young Children’s Services
6:00 pm to 7:00 pm at Or Shalom or Online 
Families with children ages 7 and younger. 

 Tot Shabbat
 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Location TBD 
We gather at a local park for a shortened Shabbat  
experience catered to children 0-5 years old and their siblings. 
We sing Shabbat songs, dance and engage in kid-friendly  
Shabbat practices.

Reflect & Elevate
Children’s Worship Services

TBD 

TBD 
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 Erev Sukkot Service 
  Join us in the Sukkah for a celebration of the fall harvest. Shake the 

lulav and etrog and fulfill the mitzvah of saying the blessings.

 The season of our rejoicing: 
  Sukkot Program with Rabbi Nina Mizrahi  

@ The Chicago Botanic Garden 
 9 am - 10:30 am
  Immediately after the conclusion of Yom Kippur, we begin preparing  

for Sukkot  as an affirmation of renewal and rebirth. This fall harvest  
festival is called  Zeman Simkhateinu, the Season of our Rejoicing.  
Rabbi Rami Shapiro reminds  us that Sukkot celebrates fertility in the 
midst of fragility and encourages us  to live joyously in a fluid world by 
profoundly confronting the impermanence  and uncertainty that defines 
the human condition.

 
  Join Rabbi Nina J. Mizrahi for a mindful walk in the Chicago Botanic  

Gardens  and discover what the gardens teach us  through metaphor 
about   “Harvesting Joy & Gratitude from the Soil of Impermanence. 
 
Please RSVP here:  
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/the-season-or-our-rejoicing- 
rabbi-nina-mizrahi--the-chicago-botanic-garden.html

Reflect & Elevate

Holiday Worship and Celebrations

SEP
20

SEP
26

Lovingly, God, You have given us the gift of festivals  
for joy and holy days for happiness… 
- From the Festival Kiddush 

We come together to observe and celebrate the holy days and 
festivals that allow us to relive the story of our people.  
Note: We celebrate many holidays on the nearest Friday evening.

https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/the-season-or-our-rejoicing-rabbi-nina-mizrahi--the-chicago-botanic-garden.html
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/the-season-or-our-rejoicing-rabbi-nina-mizrahi--the-chicago-botanic-garden.html
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/the-season-or-our-rejoicing-rabbi-nina-mizrahi--the-chicago-botanic-garden.html
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Reflect & Elevate

Holiday Worship and Celebrations, continued
 Simchat Torah  | 6:00 pm
  Please join us for a night of joy and Torah as we celebrate Simchat 

Torah and Consecration! We will bestow blessings and gifts onto 
our newest learners and our learners who are continuing their 
Jewish Journeys here at Or Shalom. We will unroll the scroll, take a 
tour of Torah, sing, dance, and celebrate the beauty of our tradition 
with our Or Shalom friends. This will be an evening to remember 
and cherish for years to come. We look forward to celebrating with 
you!  RSVP at: bit.ly/2ZePQ74

 Shemini Atzeret Yizkor | 9:30 am
 

 Chanukah Shabbat
 Bring-Your-Own-Menorah. Sufganiyot will be served.

 Tu B’shvat Seder
  At the Tu B’shvat Seder we will be learning what the holiday means 

and what foods we eat.

 Second Seder
  Main course, matzah, and seder fixings provided. Please bring a 

side dish enough for 18 people and wine/juice for you and your 
family. Open to the whole community! Food sharing is subject to 
change due to COVID (subject to CDC guidelines). 

SEP
27

SEP
28

DEC 
3

JAN 
17

APR 
16

https://www.evite.com/event/02DDUN6XTWBOC4GEGEPMCTOMOA4PRI/
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 Passover Yizkor  | 9:30 am
 

 Confirmation and Post-Confirmation Lag B’Omer Bonfire
  Celebrating the special holiday the way they do in Israel by sitting 

around a bonfire and making smores.

 Shavuot Yizkor | 9:30 am
 

Reflect & Elevate

Holiday Worship and Celebrations, continued
APR 
22

MAY 
19

JUN 
5
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Adult Engagement
Mix and Mingle
The center of our congregation is our sense of community. We  
celebrate together, comfort each other, forge friendships and make 
connections—that is what we can uniquely offer as a synagogue.

  Chavurah Informational Kick-Off Meeting | 7 pm 
  Join us for a fun evening as we kick-off our Chavurah program for 

5782! At this meeting, we’ll share our plans for this pilot year of 
Chavurah small groups at Or Shalom. You’ll get the chance to learn 
about how to get involved and how to become a leader or your own 
Chavurah group. Chavurah applications will open after this meet-
ing with the plan for groups to start meeting in January. You are not 
required to attend this informational meeting in order to participate 
in Chavurah groups, but we hope you will join us to learn more!

RSVP here: https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/chavurah-kick-off.html

  Hustle Dance Lessons 
with Dress Up and Dance (Richard and Angie Hill) 

Four classes: Oct 7, Oct 21, Nov 4 & Nov 18 at 7 pm
 Learn to Hustle dance to most top 40 songs of 2021. Today, Hustle 
mostly refers to unique partner dance done at clubs, weddings 
and cruises. Get moving and just have fun! Dress comfortably and 
bring a water bottle. Singles & Couples—All Ages! 

Cost: $40 per person, $80 per couple  

  Register here:  
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/hustle-dance-lessons.html 

  Swing Dance Lessons  
with Dress Up and Dance (Richard and Angie Hill)

Four classes: Dec 2, Dec 16, Dec 30, Jan 13 at 7 pm
 Learn to Swing dance to popular Big Band Music. It’s upbeat, lively 
and a lot of fun! Get moving and let’s have fun! Dress comfortably 
and bring a water bottle. Singles & Couples— All Ages!

Cost: $40 per person, $80 per couple  

Register here:  
 https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/swing-dance-lessons.html  

OCT
13

OCT
7

DEC
2

https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/chavurah-kick-off.html
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/hustle-dance-lessons.html
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/swing-dance-lessons.html
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Adult Engagement

Mix and Mingle, continued

 Bowling Event at Lakeside Lanes 
  Join our fundraising committee for an afternoon of FUN  

at Lakeside Lanes in Mundelein. Open to the whole family,  
bumper lanes will be available. More information to come..

 Jeff Metz Poker Tournament  
  No-Limit Hold ‘Em Poker.

 • 5,000 chip Buy-In: $110
• 10,000 Chip Add-on: $65.
• Re-Buys throughout the night.

 Super bowl square raffle. Bar food and drinks will be served. 
Players must be 18+ . All proceeds benefit Congregation  
Or Shalom.

Member & Prospective Member Social Programming
  We’re planning special adult social events throughout the year. 

Keep a look out for fun activities to do with your Or Shalom family 
and future Or Shalom family!

10th Annual Golf Outing 
 Exact date TBD
  Join the Or Shalom Fundraising committee for a fun day of golf at 

White Deer Run Golf Course in Vernon Hills. Lunch and cocktail 
reception included. Sponsorships available. Call 847.362.1948 for 
more information. All proceeds benefit Congregation Or Shalom.

FEB 
12

JAN 
23

TBD

AUG
2022
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Adult Engagement

Seek and Discover
Jewish study leads to vitality that keeps our minds sharp and our 
souls searching. Rather than relativism, Judaism confronts us 
with issues that help to clarify our place in history and our place in 
our world. Classes, lectures, text study, book clubs; see what you 
can discover.

  Sacred Aging Series with Rabbi Ari
 Four classes: Oct 19, Nov 2, 16, 30 at 7:00 pm

 Join us for this 4-week course to discuss and learn about the 
many dimensions of aging through readings, text study,  
meditation, and group discussion.

 Cost: Free for members; $36 for non-members.

  Register here:  
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/series-on-sacred-aging-begins.html

 How to Avoid Scams with Karl Larson at 7:00 pm 
  Karl Larson, Or Shalom member and a Winnetka police officer, 

will share the latest news on how people of all ages get scammed. 
How do you know the next phone call or text or email that you  
receive is for real or a scam?  Join us for information and to get 
your questions answered.

 RSVP at: https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/how-to-avoid-scams-
with-karl-larson.html

  “How to Organize, Downsize and Minimize while still  
honoring Bal Tashchit” with Denise Kaplan 
7:00 pm
 Planning on moving?  Trying to reorganize or clean out the garage 
or closet?  What about the photos that your parents left you?  Still 
have those bank records from 20 years ago?  Join us for Denise’s 
presentation.

OCT
19

OCT
27

JAN 
26

https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/series-on-sacred-aging-begins.html
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/how-to-avoid-scams-with-karl-larson.html
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/how-to-avoid-scams-with-karl-larson.html
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Holocaust Museum Trip with Docent-Led Tour 
Spring 2022, exact date TBD
 Join us for a special trip to the Holocaust Museum in Skokie and 
participate in a private docent-led tour of the museum.

Current Events
Every Wednesday at 1 pm
 Our congregants, Leon Stein, Bill Greenfield and Larry Feldman, will host  
a Current Events discussion on timely news of local, state, national, world  
or Israel interest.  Please let us know if you have interest in taking part or 
have a topic to consider, by emailing 55plus@orshalomlc.org.

Adult Engagement
Seek and Discover, continued

Lumos Or: Harry Potter and the Sacred Text 
Hosted by Jennie Kruse

  For Harry Potter fans of all ages, based on the podcast Harry Potter and 
the Sacred Text. Join us for a weekly ritual of gathering in community and 
discover the ways that Harry Potter can enrich our lives and help us to live 
Jewishly. Even if you have never been to a meeting before you are always 
welcome to join us! Each week we read a chapter of Harry Potter and meet 
on zoom to discuss the reading based on a theme that is relevant to the 
time of year and to our lives. We also use Torah study practices to further 
extract meaning and wisdom from the text.  
For the rest of 2021 we will be meeting at 7 pm on Sunday evenings for about an 
hour. Our weekly schedule is as follows: 

Date Chapter Theme
Oct 3 Book 3 Ch. 15- The Quidditch Final Pressure & Stress
Oct 10 Book 3 Ch. 16- Professor Trelawney’s Prediction Conviction
Oct 17 Book 3 Ch. 17- Cat, Rat, and Dog Justice
Oct 24 Book 3 Ch. 18- Moony, Wormtail, Padfoot, and Prongs Trust
Oct 31 No Meeting
Nov 7 Book 3 Ch. 19- The Servant of Lord Voldermort Mercy
Nov 14 Book 3 Ch. 20- The Dementor’s Kiss Danger
Nov 21 Book 3 Ch. 21- Hermione’s Secret Miracles
Nov 28 No Meeting
Dec 5 Book 3 Ch. 22- Owl Post Again Love
Week of 
Dec 12 Book 3 Recap and Possible In-Person Meetup TBD

 RSVP at: https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/lumos-or-harry-potter-and-the- 
sacred-text-hosted-by-jennie-kruse-for-.html

mailto:55plus@orshalomlc.org
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/lumos-or-harry-potter-and-the-sacred-text-hosted-by-jennie-kruse-for-.html
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/lumos-or-harry-potter-and-the-sacred-text-hosted-by-jennie-kruse-for-.html
https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/lumos-or-harry-potter-and-the-sacred-text-hosted-by-jennie-kruse-for-.html
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House on Endless Waters by Emuna Elon 
7:00pm 
 Part wartime drama and part family mystery, this unforgettably 
moving novel is not the typical holocaust story. A renowned Israeli 
author is asked by his agent to go to Amsterdam to promote his 
latest book.   Although he promised his late mother that he would 
never return to Amsterdam, he reluctantly goes.  While there, an 
unsettling discovery launches him on a search for truth about his 
family, the Amsterdam underground that hid Jewish children, and 
those who betrayed their own to survive.

Rebel Daughter by Lori Banov Kaufman 
7:00pm 
 This new novel takes the reader back in time to an event that 
changed the course of human history, the destruction of  
Jerusalem and the Second Temple. A thrilling saga of family, faith 
and forbidden love, it blends the fascinating story of the Jewish 
people with a timeless protagonist determined to take charge of 
her own life against all odds.

Subsequent dates and titles to be announced.  

Register at: www.orshalomlc.org/event/people-of-the-book.html.

OCT 
6

DEC 
9

Adult Engagement

Seek and Discover, continued

People of the Book Club
“PEOPLE OF THE BOOK” is a book club for men and women. The book 
club reads titles that have some Jewish content. Discussions are led  
by Rachel Kamin, an award-winning librarian and professional book  
discussion facilitator.  All discussions will take place on Zoom.  
Join us – even if you haven’t read the book!

http://www.orshalomlc.org/event/people-of-the-book.html
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Give Back
We live in safety and security, with an abundance unimaginable 
for past generations. Donating our time and resources to  
worthy causes shows our gratitude for the plenty we enjoy. 
These acts of tikkun olam (repairing our world) allow us to  
express our Jewish identity in a fulfilling, important way.

  Yom Kippur Food Drive—Each year at High Holiday time 
Continues through the end of September

  This annual drive helps stock the pantry for The ARK, to help  
provide food for their clients throughout the greater Chicago area.

 Maot Chitim Food Deliveries - Date TBD
  We participate twice a year, at Rosh Hashanah and Passover, with 

Maot Chitim of Greater Chicago.  We pack and deliver food boxes 
for needy Jews in our community, allowing them to celebrate the 
holidays in a traditional dignified manner.

 Adopt a Highway Clean-Up 
 (rain date Nov 14), and again in the spring
  Participants must be at least 10 years of age. There is a short  

video to view before the clean-up day. A video link will be sent to 
you once you sign up. Participants will be given a safety vest along 
with a bag to collect trash.  
 
Reach out to Adele Ennis at socialaction@orshalomlc.org  with  
any questions. 

 Nov 7 - Dec 9 | Chanukah Toy and Clothing Drive 
 Spring 2022 | Used Bike and Sports Equipment Drive   
  These drives benefit the Chicago Chesed Fund. This organization 

provides assistance to Jewish families throughout the greater  
Chicago area who are in need of food, clothing, employment or 
other help in times of crisis.

 

TBD

NOV 
7

mailto:socialaction@orshalomlc.org
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 PADS X-MAS Volunteering 
 December 24 evening and December 25 morning
  Join Or Shalom’s long-standing tradition of providing food  

and loving care to Lake County’s homeless families.

  Mitzvah Meals 
Dates TBD

  We support students at the John Powers School and we will  
also be donating to Hawthorn School Food Pantry this year.  
Volunteers shop and pack weekend meals. Please contact  
either Betty or Ellen if you’re interested in getting involved!  
 
Betty Levenfeld 847.650.8512 
Ellen Grabow 847.606.9397

Give Back, continued

DEC 
24

DEC 
25

TBD
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Community Programs
Torah Project 613

Torah Project 613
One Letter, One Torah, Leave Your Mark

As Rabbi Margolis shared during the High Holidays, we are making this 
year at Or Shalom, A Year of Living Torah. We are proud to announce that 
we have commissioned the writing of a new Sefer Torah (Torah Scroll)  
for Or Shalom. Of the 613 commandments in the Torah, everyone in  
our community will have the opportunity to fulfill the last of those  
commandments, the writing of a Torah. 

Congregation Or Shalom’s Torah Project 613 will allow us to obtain a 
much needed new Torah and resources for us to Live Torah in new ways. 
We are excited for the educational opportunities that will surround this 
effort and look forward to every family having the opportunity to spend 
time with the sofer and help write a letter in our new Torah.

For more information on how you and your family can participate in this 
awesome experience, visit www.orshalomlc.org/torahproject613 

http://www.orshalomlc.org/torahproject613
www.orshalomlc.org/torahproject613
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Community Programs

Music

 High Holy Days Festival of Music

 
 Shabbat Shira & MLK Shabbat 
 7:00 pm at Or Shalom
  A special musical shabbat celebrating the legacy of Martin Luther 

King Jr. and the Torah’s tradition of freedom through song.

 Cantor’s Assembly Presents  
 Shir Chadash 
  Hosted by Laurie Akers and Abbie Strauss
 7:00 pm CST

   With Special Guest Rabbi Josh Warshawsky
  Join our hosts, Hazzan Abbie Strauss and 

Laurie Akers, as they welcome Rabbi Josh 
Warshawsky to the program. 

  Rabbi Josh Warshawsky is a  
nationally-touring Jewish musician,  
songleader, and composer. Originally from Chicago, Josh has 
shared his original melodies with over 100 Jewish communities 
throughout the US, Canada, the UK, and Israel. He has released 
three albums of Jewish music with a fourth and fifth on the way in 
late 2021 and 2022, and he has been featured in six Jewish music 
anthology publications in the last six years. Josh was ordained as 
a rabbi in May, 2019 from the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies in 
Los Angeles. 
 
Save the Date for our next show, October 28, with Chava Mirel.

 
 Free Registration at: bit.ly/Shir-Chadash

SEP
8

JAN 
14

SEP 
30

Rabbi Josh Warshawsky

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqdOiprT8qE9Yu80y70V9WmDymMVqBXM3I
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Community Programs

Music, contined

 Trope Class with Laurie Akers
 Oct 21, 28, Nov 3, 10, 17, Dec 2 

  Have you ever wanted to learn to chant from the Torah? In this 
6-week course, you’ll be learning the melodies associated with 
Trope for reading the Torah on Shabbat. No prior Torah reading 
experience needed. Knowledge of basic Hebrew reading skills 
required. This class is offered for adults.

 RSVP Here: 
  https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/trope-class-with-laurie-akers1.html

 Shabbat Live
 7:00 pm at Or Shalom
  Special musical shabbat in the round featuring Laurie Akers with 

additional musical guests.

 JANUARY 21  |  FEBRUARY 18  |  APRIL 8  |  

 APRIL 22  |  MAY 20 

 

https://www.orshalomlc.org/event/trope-class-with-laurie-akers1.html
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Community Programs

Music, contined
 Adult Choir
  Congregation Or Shalom is fortunate to have a talented and dedi-

cated volunteer choir, ages 14+. The volunteer choir plays a prom-
inent role in enriching our High Holy Day services and also per-
forms at select events and Shabbat services throughout the year. 
Rehearsals for High Holiday services are generally held on Thurs-
day evenings in the late summer, and rehearsals for other events 
are scheduled on evenings throughout the year. If you have a love 
of music, Judaism and building community, we encourage you to 
join us!  No prior musical experience is required. 

 
  If you are interested in this meaningful opportunity, please contact 

Laurie Akers at laurieakers@orshalomlc.com. 

 Youth Choir
  Youth Choir is our music leadership program designed for our 

youngest musicians in grades 3-6th grade. 
 
  The youth choir is an introductory experience to learning both the 

melodies and meanings behind traditional and contemporary Jew-
ish songs.  This program not only helps the students build musi-
cianship, confidence and familiarity with Jewish music and prayer, 
but also gives them an opportunity to create bonds with other 
students. The youth choir will have the meaningful opportunity to 
share music during high holiday services as well as during various 
special Shabbat services throughout the year. 

 
  The Youth Choir will meet on Sundays as a part of the religious 

school day as well as once a week during the month leading up to 
the high holidays. No prior musical experience is necessary. All lev-
els of musicianship are welcome. Let’s help our aspiring musicians 
blossom into young musical leaders! 

 
  If your child is interested in participating in the Or Shalom Youth Choir, 

please contact Laurie Akers at laurieakers@orshalomlc.com. 

mailto:laurieakers@orshalomlc.com
mailto:laurieakers@orshalomlc.com
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Community Programs

Marcia Cohen Congregational Retreat

 Friday, Feb 25 at 6pm – Sunday, Feb 27 at 11am
 At Olin-Sang-Ruby Union Institute in Oconomowoc, WI 
 
 An annual community building celebration!  
 
  Please join your Or Shalom family for the off-site event of the year! 

We’ll meet up at OSRUI in Wisconsin for a relaxing and meaningful 
break from the hustle of our daily lives to live and worship in  
community with one another. 

  We’ll spend Shabbat together experiencing singing, games,  
sledding, crafts, worship, as well as gaga, basketball, and  
volleyball.  In addition to our Family Track, there is an Adult Track 
that will be a relaxing, spiritual experience during which one can 
participate in a variety of activities that include walks around the 
lake, Shabbat services in the Lodge, learning with other adults, 
games, crafts, food, drinks and fun. 

  3rd grade families participate in a special Track led by Rabbi Ari. 
3rd graders are free of charge thanks to a generous gift from  
OSRUI and Or Shalom. There is also no J2 this weekend, so all 
families are encouraged to join us! 
 

  Previous pricing has included the following (exact pricing TBD 
based on OSRUI rates and adjustments for COVID):

  Cost: 
$190 per adult | $90 per child  
(exact pricing TBD based on OSRUI rates) 
 
      • 10% discount for first time families 

• All third grade children attend for free 
• Max payment cap of $560 per family 
• Single room supplement available for $70
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 Environmental Shabbat 
 Friday, April 22, 2022
  Our 3rd Annual Environmental Shabbat will remind us of our  

tradition’s connectedness to the natural world and inspire us  
to do all we can to be faithful stewards of God’s Creation.

 Spring Plant Sale - TBD
  Welcome Spring with gorgeous annuals, perennials, and natives 

at great prices! This yearly fundraiser supports the many Green 
Team efforts to help Or Shalom be a model of sustainability.

Community Programs

Green Team

APR
22

TBD

Inspiring our Or Shalom family to demonstrate environmental responsibility 
and act boldly to create a sustainable world. 
- Green Team Mission Statement 
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Men’s Club

If you’re interested in getting on the Men’s Club email updates, 
please sign-up here: http://eepurl.com/c8wW8v

 Gun Safety 
 Northshore Sports Club 
 28392 Ballard Dr, Lake Forest  
 6:30 pm 
 
 The night will include:

    • Dinner (Pizza) and socializing

    •  A gun safety class (classroom) taught by a certified instructor

    •  Time on the range overseen by an instructor 

 Men’s Club Dinner Out 
 2nd Tuesday of every month 
 6:30 pm 
  Locations vary. 

 Retro Game Night 
 Exact Date TBD 
  Join us for a decidedly low-tech evening of board and card  

games such as Trivial Pursuit, Scrabble, Yahtzee, Life,  
Cards Against Humanity, and the highly competitive Risk game. 
Snacks and adult beverages provided pending CDC guidelines. 
Open to all members.

OCT
11

JAN
2020

Community Programs

http://eepurl.com/c8wW8v
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Women’s Programming

We are excited to continue offering a variety of women’s  
programming in 2022. Past successful events have included:

 • Challah Baking
 • How to Make Hamantaschen
 • Sangria in the Sukkah
 • A virtual tour of the RBG exhibit at the Holocaust museum
 • Tu B’shvat Bunco
 • A Women’s Passover Celebration
 • And many more.  

We look forward to making many more memories  
together next year! If you are interested in joining our  
planning committee, please email Lora Zygman  
at lzygman@orshalomlc.com.

Community Programs

mailto:lzygman@orshalomlc.com
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Racial Justice Task Force
Our identity, personally and as a community, will become anti-racist, and our actions 
will be anchored by new awareness and true belief in the value of equity for all. 
- RJTF Mission 

The Racial Justice Task Force (RJTF) was established in 2020 as a direct 
result of the racially charged incidents that occurred throughout the United 
States. The RJTF provides educational opportunities, discussions, and other 
programming to build awareness of racial biases within the community, foster 
peace, and racial understanding for everyone at Congregation Or Shalom.  
 
Upcoming 2021 RJTF Programs:

•  RJTF Cohort Groups:  Conducted by members of the RJTF, these groups will 
meet weekly to take an introspective journey through The Racial Healing 
Handbook, by Annelies A. Singh. As described in the book, “The Racial Healing 
Handbook offers powerful and practical tools to help you explore the history of 
racism, challenge stereotypes, and manage the stress and remorse that result 
from living in an unequal world.”

•  Book Discussion Groups: We come together for 2-4 sessions at a time to read and 
discuss important topical books on racism, white fragility, and racial equity. Book 
groups are facilitated by a member of the Racial Justice Task Force.

  White Fragility—Why is it so Hard for White People to Talk About Racism, 
will be the book discussed in November. This  book has been called “very 
impactful”, “very controversial”, and “very educational” by participants in 
our last book sessions that featured this book. The discussions will be four 
consecutive week or Sunday evenings for 90 minutes.

•  Cinema Spotlight Series: Movies of various genres will be viewed and examined 
throughout the year. Each discussion will provide a forum to address the racial 
experience and gain an understanding of the impact these movies have had 
within our society. 

•  Partnership Programming—The RJTF is in dialogue with Concord Missionary 
Baptist Church and is interested in pursuing partnerships with other area  
religious institutions. The RJTF will need YOUR participation to facilitate  
these relationships.

Additional information will be shared throughout the 2021-2022 year. We would also 
love to hear your programming ideas for ALL AGES and the ENTIRE FAMILY! 

Send ANY AND ALL ideas to the RJTF at racial-justice@orshalomlc.com

Community Programs

mailto:racial-justice@orshalomlc.com
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Israel Programming
  Hinei Mah Tov 
  Oct 26 | 10:30 am CDT OR Oct 27 | 7:30 PM CDT  

(choose the best zoom time for you) 
 
Register at: https://templejeremiah.shulcloud.com/event/hinei-mah-
tov-israeli-and-american-jews-views-of-each-other.html

  Save the Date! Live from Israel! 34 Chicago area Congregations 
across all streams of Judaism present Hinei Mah Tov—Israeli  
and American Jews’ views of each other and how Reform,  
Conservative, Reconstructionist and alternative Orthodox Jews 
are cooperating, creating new projects and challenging the  
Rabbinic Establishment. Featuring Rabbi Naamah Kelman,  
Dean of HUC-JIR, Jerusalem and Elan Ezrachi PhD, University  

OCT 
26
or
OCT 
27

Community Programs

• Am Shalom 

• Am Yisrael Conservative Congregation 

• Anshe Sholom B’nai Israel Congregation 

• Beth Emet The Free Synagogue 

•  Beth Shalom B’nai Zaken Ethiopian Hebrew 
Congregation 

• Chicago Loop Synagogue 

• Chicago Sinai Congregation 

• Congregation Beth Judea 

• Congregation Beth Shalom 

• Congregation BJBE 

• Congregation Or Shalom 

• Congregation Emanu-El B’ne Jeshurun 

• Congregation Etz Chaim of Dupage County 

• Congregation Hakafa 

• Congregation Rodfei Zedek 

• Emanuel Congregation 

• Evanston Orthodox Minyan 

•  Ezra-Habonim; the Niles Township Jewish 
Congregation 

• Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation 

• Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation 

• KAM Isaiah IsraeI Congregation 

• Kneseth Israel of Elgin 

• Kol Sasson Congregation 

• Lomdim 

• Mah Tovu Minyan 

• Makom Solel Lakeside 

• McHenry County Congregation 

• Mishkan Chicago 

• Northbrook Community Synagogue 

• North Shore Congregation Israel 

• Shir Tikvah 

• Temple Beth-El Northbrook 

• Temple Beth Israel 

• Temple Jeremiah 

• Temple Sholom 

• West Suburban Temple Har Zion

https://templejeremiah.shulcloud.com/event/hinei-mah-tov-israeli-and-american-jews-views-of-each-other.html
https://templejeremiah.shulcloud.com/event/hinei-mah-tov-israeli-and-american-jews-views-of-each-other.html
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Israel Programming, continued
  Israel Trip 
 Pending 
 
  We are still hoping to plan an upcoming congregational  

Israel trip for late 2022.  If you are interested in learning  
more, please reach out to Lora Zygman, Executive Director,  
at lzygman@orshalomlc.com

2022

Community Programs

mailto:lzygman@orshalomlc.com
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Gift Giving and Contests
Support your Or Shalom family by participating in the fun  
and exciting opportunities. All proceeds benefit Congregation 
Or Shalom.

 Chanukah Box 
  Enjoy the holiday with yummy Latkes, applesauce and other  

Chanukah favorites while raising funds for Or Shalom at the  
same time.

 Lox Box 
 October 10 | Feb 6 | May 15 

  What’s better than bagels and lox?  Partnering with a local vendor, 
you can enjoy a great brunch delivered by our own fundraising 
volunteers directly to your front door!

 
 Superbowl Squares
  $20 per square.  

Q1 – 5%, Q2 – 15%, Q3 – 5%, Q4 – 25%, Or Shalom 50%

 Mishloach Manot Delivery
 Mar 14 – 17
  Send Purim greetings to your Or Shalom Family to accompany 

their Mishloach Manot Bag- Only $5 a greeting! Or send  
messages to a whole group at discounted prices.

DEC
5

FEB 
12
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J2 Education Special Events
  Parshat Noach / Petting Zoo Havdalah
  Parshat Noach tell us about how Noah creates an ark to save humanity 

and all of the animals. Petting Zoo Shabbat is an interactive Shabbat 
afternoon experience where you can come pet some of the animals 
that Noah saved on his ark. All of this ends with the practice of  
Havdallah, the separation between Shabbat and the rest of the week.

 6th Grade Retreat
  The 6th Grade Retreat is in all day Shabbat experience at Or Shalom, 

in collaboration with Moving Traditions. This retreat prepares our 6th 
graders for their B’nai Mitzvah event, milestone, and for life as a  
Jewish adult throughout the rest of their lifelong Jewish Journeys.

 Purim Carnival
  CDC Guidelines permitting... The Purim Carnival is an age-old tradition 

in the Jewish community! Join Or Shalom for our Purim Carnival, full 
of various games, prizes, and fun for all ages as we celebrate Esther’s 
victory over Haman. Don’t forget to come dressed in costume!!

 Yom HaShoah Service
  Join Or Shalom’s 7th grade students as they lead us in a moving 

service in commemoration of those whose lives were upended by 
the Holocaust.

 jBaby Tots and Tunes Class

 October 8-November 12
 January 7-February 11
 March 25-April 29

  Experience a musical morning with songs and movement! Best for 
children 12-24 months and a parent or caregiver. 6-week sessions 
offered three times per year. Cost: $50 per child ($25 for each 
additional child). This is a program supported by jBaby Chicago, a 
program of JUF Young Families- connecting families to Jewish life 
in Chicago.

 Register here for the fall session:  
 https://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/j_class.aspx?cid=604

OCT
10

DEC
11

MAR
13

APR
26

https://www.juf.org/jbabychicago/j_class.aspx?cid=604
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B’nai Mitzvah
2021
Oct 2  B’nai Mitzvah of Isabelle Bennett & Jayce Bersh

Oct 9  B’nai Mitzvah of Justin Miller & Levi Schwartz

Oct 16 Bar Mitzvah of Shai Argentar

Oct 23 Bar Mitzvah of Matthew Elman

Oct 30 Bat Mitzvah of Maya Greenfield

Nov 6  B’nai Mitzvah of Joshua and Ethan Glen

Nov 13 Bar Mitzvah of Ryan Glassman

Nov 20 Bar Mitzvah of Jonah Sattler

Dec 4  Bar Mitzvah of Brian Strelitz

2022
Jan 15 B’nai Mitzvah of Hudson Hoffman & Scott Wolfe

Jan 22 Bar Mitzvah of Ryan Meeske

Feb 5  Bar Mitzvah of Quinn Lockwood

Feb 19 B’nai Mitzvah of Milo Magnifico & Max Williams

Mar 12 Bat Mitzvah of Hannah Stern

Mar 19 Bar Mitzvah of Mason Ceisel

Apr 23 Bat Mitzvah of Hayden Silverberg

Apr 30 B’nai Mitzvah of Braedyn Friedman & Jayden Goldkind

May 7  Bat Mitzvah of Hannah Moustakis

May 14 Bat Mitzvah of Lily Cohen

May 21 B’not Mitzvah of Jordyn Hein & Isabelle Kaufman

Jun 4  B’nai Mitzvah of Garret & Malory Subrinsky

Jun 11 Bat Mitzvah of Lucy Gold
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Meetings
Are you looking for more ways to get engaged in synagogue 
life? Join a committee and support our vibrant community by 
getting involved.

  Annual Meeting 
June 2022, Exact Date TBD 
Open to members

  Board Meetings 
Third Wednesday of the month at 7 pm 
Open to members

  Executive Board 
Second Thursday of the month at 8 am

  Finance Committee 
Second Tuesday of the month at 8:30 am 
Contact Jerry Goldstein at  
goldstjb@yahoo.com if you’re interested in attending

  Fundraising Committee 
  First Tuesday of the month at 7 pm  
Contact Lauri Holmes, Director of Finance at lholmes@orshalomlc.com  
if you’re interested in attending.

  Membership Committee 
Second Wednesday of the month at 7 pm 
Contact Jen Daniels-Lake, Director of Engagement and Clergy Relations 
at jdaniels-lake@orshalomlc.com if you’re interested in attending. 

  Social Action Committee 
First Wednesday of the month at 7 pm (currently via Zoom) 
We are a small group of dedicated “Mitzvah Makers”, and are always 
looking for new ideas, and new faces!  Please contact us at  
socialaction@orshalomlc.org

mailto:goldstjb@yahoo.com
mailto:lholmes@orshalomlc.com
mailto:jdaniels-lake@orshalomlc.com
mailto:socialaction@orshalomlc.org
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Meetings
  Religion and Ritual Committee 
Second Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm 
Contact the co-chairs Michelle Levine at vine1836@aol.com  
or Pia Gordon at gordon-prj@comcast.net if you’re interested in getting 
involved

  Education Committee 
Do you care about what happens in our J2 Jewish Educational  
Program (formerly called “religious school”) here at Or Shalom?  
Join us for an education committee meeting! The education  
committee does not currently have a regular meeting schedule, but 
if you are interested in joining us for our next education committee 
meeting please reach out to our VP of Education, Dale Truding  
(dtruding@me.com). We’d love for your voice to be heard!

  Caring Committee  
Meetings every month 
Contact caring-committee@orshalomlc.com if you’re interested  
in attending.

  Green Team  
Second Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm 
Contact John Katz-Mariani at jk-m@comcast.net if you’re interested  
in attending.

  Racial Justice Task Force  
Third Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm 
Contact Matt Marder or Art Shriberg at  racial-justice@orshalomlc.com 
if you’re interested in attending. 

100821

mailto:vine1836@aol.com
mailto:gordon-prj@comcast.net
mailto:dtruding@me.com
mailto:caring-committee@orshalomlc.com
mailto:jk-m@comcast.net
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