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Wishing you a Healthy and Happy New Year 
from our Beth Jacob family to yours

Thank you for all that you do for our 
community to make it what it is today

May You be Inscribed In 
The Book Of Life



From God’s historic call to Avraham of “Lech Lecha- walk, go for yourself” to King David’s 
charge to his children “Lechu Banim- walk, go my children and I will teach you to fear Hashem,” 
the Jew is asked to be in a perpetual state of motion. 

When the prophet Zecharia sees angels next to Yehoshua, the high priest, he describes the angels 
as “those who stand by.” While angels are on a lofty spiritual level, they are in a fixed, static state 
which explains why they’re described as standing. Human beings, in contrast to both angels and 
animals, have the capacity to move, to ascend to a higher level through the decisions they make 

and actions they take. For this reason, Jewish law is called “halacha- walking” and we are asked to actively pursue justice 
(tzedek tzedek tirdof) and peace (ohev shalom v’rodef shalom). To be a Jew is to recognize our responsibility to walk, run, 
act and thereby grow. 

This notion of constantly striving to grow is celebrated in our beloved Beth Jacob Congregation. Beth Jacob is our spiritual 
center, social hub, and second home, which provides an incredible array of intriguing programs and services to enable each 
person to be in that state of motion. Our Torah classes, minyanim, youth events, chesed opportunities, pro-Israel advocacy 
initiatives and social programs bring people together and instill profound meaning and purpose to our lives. The environ-
ment is warm, inclusive and non-judgmental which encourages every person to find their place and make their unique 
impact. Join us and discover your unique potential while building friendships that last a lifetime.

Consider this magazine a collection of personal invitations. There is something for everyone. We invite you and your family 
to be part of our community and grow with us to reach a level higher than angels. 

As we look forward to the year ahead, I express appreciation to our outstanding staff, our fantastic shul officers and espe-
cially all of you - our dear members - for your time, energy and devotion. It is your participation which makes all these 
programs successful and makes our Shul the very special place it is. Let us continue working together to nurture our mag-
nificent Beth Jacob community that serves as a role model for other communities and about which we can be truly proud. 

It is with a sense of pride in the past and anticipation for the future, that Jordana and I wish you and your family a year of 
good health, happiness, prosperity, and growth, together with peace in Israel and the entire world. 

Rabbi Kalman Topp

LEARN WITH US SHABBAT & TEFILLAH

HIGH HOLIDAYS COMMUNITY

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS YOUTH & TEENS

ISRAEL LIFE & TIMES

Message from our Senior Rabbi



Dear Friends,

I want you all to know how happy and honored I am to be assuming the coveted role as presi-
dent of Beth Jacob---one of the finest congregations in the world!  I, quite literally, grew up in 
Beth Jacob Congregation.  Our family moved to Beverly Hills in 1962, and with Rabbi Simon 
Dolgin’s z’l help, found a home nearby, became members—and we never left. Who would have 
thought that I would be here 57 years later, proudly serving as President of this fantastic congregation. 

I serve you with some trepidation as I try to fill the shoes of many great Presidents who served 
before me—and will work very hard to meet your, and my own, expectations. I’m sure, that working together, we can con-
tinue to grow and excel, to continue to meet and exceed the high standards that make Beth Jacob Congregation the great, 
envied shul that it is.  

Reflecting back on my long involvement with BJC, I realized that in the early days, BJC was the only Orthodox  shul on 
the West side/Beverly Hills.  (I only later learned of the persistent efforts of Rabbi Dolgin to push for greater stringencies 
and to help the kehilla grow into a forceful Orthodox shul). Now, there are, Baruch Hashem many shuls to choose from, 
many kehillot to identify with. What makes us different? Where do we shine?

We are staunchly Orthodox, with strong Rabbinic leadership, and at the same time, we accept and embrace any Jew that 
wants to be a part of our congregation. People of all different levels of observance, different pronunciations, nuschei tefilla 
and backgrounds, find a home at BJC. No one is made to feel better than or less than; we are each on a journey, exploring 
our relationship with Hashem.

This is our strength—our secret, if you will. This prescription lends itself to a kehilla of true achdut, where we each respect 
the other for his or her strengths, without judgment or comparison.  This is the kind of achdut Klal Yisrael works to attain 
each Rosh Hashanah, when we as a people, as one, coronate the “One” as our Melech.

Each year, on the Shabbat before Rosh Hashana, we read Parshat Nitzavim.

The day refers to Rosh Hashanah and the 10 levels enumerated refer to different levels of Jews and their service, each of 
which has an advantage to share with one another, so that we each complete, and are completed by, some aspect of our 
neighbor. This results in an essential achdut, recognizing the invaluable contribution of each of us to the health and vi-
brance of the whole. We, Baruch Hashem, have this achdut all year long; it’s in our DNA.

“Atem….Kulchem,” l’achadim k’echad. Together as one.  Our unity is what enables us to crown Hashem as Our King!

As we move forward and welcome our New Year, we will build on the past and chart the future. With the help of our ex-
ecutive and general boards, we will continue to provide, and expand upon, the great programs that have made our congre-
gation so special and unique. Programs like Modern Minds, SPARK, Scholars-in-Residence, Nexus, and our increasingly 
popular YP dinners and events continue to grow and attract attention and new members.   

On Rosh Hashanah, let us renew our commitment to our dear shul--the core of our community! Let us pledge to strength-
en our ties to the shul and to one another, and to the vital contribution Beth Jacob Congregation makes to the greater Los 
Angeles – Beverly Hills Jewish Community.

Beit Yaakov, L’chu v’Neilcha!!

Jeff Werber

COMMUNITY

Beverly Hills Fire Dept.  
(emergency) 310-550-4900

Beverly Hills Fire Dept. 
(non-emergency) 310-281-2700

Beverly Hills Police (emergency) 
310-550-4800

Beverly Hills Police   
(non-emergency) 310-550-4951

Eruv Hotline  
877-378-8463

Hatzolah  
800-613-1911 

Los Angeles Fire/Police/Ambulance 
911

Rabbinical Council of California  
213-389-3382

BETH JACOB
General Information - (310) 278-1911
info@bethjacob.org

Senior Rabbi - Rabbi Kalman Topp
ext. 203, rabbitopp@bethjacob.org

Associate Rabbi - Rabbi Adir Posy
ext. 204, rabbiposy@bethjacob.org

Cantor - Arik Wollheim
ext. 205, cantor@bethjacob.org

Assistant Rabbi - Rabbi Robbie Tombosky
yp@bethjacob.org

Youth Director - Rabbi Eli Broner 
rabbieli@bethjacob.org

Teen Rabbi - Rabbi Yagil Tsaidi
y.tsaidi@shalhevet.org

President - Jeff Werber
president@bethjacob.org

Executive Director - Robyn Lewis
ext. 209, r.lewis@bethjacob.org

Administrative Director 
ext. 211, office@bethjacob.org

Front Desk
ext. 200, frontdesk@bethjacob.org

Controller, Accounting - Goldie 
ext. 201, goldie@bethjacob.org

EXECUTIVE BOARD
President - Jeff Werber
Chairman of the Board - Jess Dolgin*
First Vice President - Jack Fenigstein*
Treasurer - Jon Stern
Recording Secretary - Marvin Goldsmith
Vice President for Membership - Debbie Shrier
Vice President for Youth - Samira Miller
Vice President for Volunteer Services - Ari Shandling
Vice President for House - Michael Neuman
Vice President for Security - Jeff Gutovich
Vice President for Programming - Larry Orbuch
Men's Club President - Scott Arnold
Sisterhood President - Aviva Tivon

* Past President

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Eli Baron
Ellen Basian
Elliot Berg
Lindsay Bourkoff
Michelle Conzevoy
Yona Conzevoy
Michelle Dolgin
Hiri Etessami
Estee Feinstein
David Flader
Dael Geft
Moshe Graber
Zalman Harari
Jeff Kandel
Josh Katzin
Joel Kessler
Anthony Krinsky
Sarah Lipton
Bernie Melamed*
Vic Mellon
Ari Miller
Jeremy Mittman
Daniel Packer
Carole Perl
Michele Poltorak
Nati Regev
Lynn Rohatiner
Marc Rohatiner*
Hugo Rose*
Melanie Rosenkranz
Robert Roth*
Doni Schwartz
Martin Shandling*
Craig Sims
Mark Smith
Mark Stein
Raviv Surpin
Sam Swarz
Richard Van Allen
Paul Venze*
Dick Weiner
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YOUTH DIRECTOR 
Rabbi Eli Broner

EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR 
Robyn Lewis

SENIOR RABBI 
Rabbi Kalman Topp

ASSOCIATE RABBI  
Rabbi Adir Posy

CANTOR 
Arik Wollheim

TEEN RABBI 
Rabbi Yagil Tsaidi

PRESIDENT 
Jeff Werber

CHAIRMAN OF  
THE BOARD 

Jess Dolgin 

ASSISTANT RABBI  
Rabbi Robbie Tombosky

Reyna  Duvilia

Marleni DaicyManuel

Meet our Incredible Custodial Staff

Leadership Team



Expand your Mind. Engage your Tradition 
Enrich your Life

With Us
 

MONDAY   

Parshat Hashavua: A New Look  
11:00 am with Rabbi Topp 

 
Modern Jewish Problems 
12:00 pm with Rabbi Topp

Lunch Served
   

BMW - Beit Midrash for Women 
7:30 pm

 
YP Conversations  

over wine & cheese 
7:30 pm with Rabbi Topp  

   Meets monthly. Stay tuned for upcoming dates. 

 

Sylvia & David Kellerman
BEIT MIDRASH PROGRAM

 
   

Hidden Women in the Bible 
11:00 am with Chazan Arik

 
Gemara Shiur for Men 

7:00 pm with Rabbi Langer 
 

Shmuel Bet: 
The Triumphs and Trials of 

King David’s Dynasty 
8:00 pm with Rabbi Topp

  

 
   
 Parenting & Parsha  

9:00 am with Rabbi Topp  
& Rabbi Boruch Sufrin

In conjunction with Hillel

Interactive Parshat HaShavua
12:00 noon with Rabbi Elias

Lunch Served 

 

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

 

THURSDAY 

Great Jewish Thinkers  
of the Last Millennium 

11:00 am with Rabbi Posy

YP Life Goals 
with Rabbi Robbie

Different location each week  

 

 
   

Rabbi Topp’s Chumash Shiur 
8:00 am

Cuppa Joe 
9:00 am with Rabbi Posy

 
Unlocking the Siddur

with Rabbi Posy 
15 minutes before Mincha  

 

 
 Daf Yomi 

7:00 am with Rabbi Greenhaus

Mishna Shiur 
8:30 am with Rabbi Posy

Dvar Torah 
Between Mincha & Maariv 

SHABBAT EVERY DAY

All morning programs are part of the Kellerman Beit Midrash Program

Weekly Schedule 

At-A-Glance           

 Expand your Horizons



Learn with us. Make new friends. Join a class and find out how the study of Torah and Jewish thought can bring
incredible meaning and inspiration to your life.  The Jew is an eternal student. We’re always looking to learn and grow 
more, following the age-old charge of Joshua 1:8 –                           “you shall engage in its study day and night.” To satisfy 
this desire of every Jew, Beth Jacob is your home for high-level “Talmud Torah”, with the following opportunities:

MONDAY  
PARSHAT HASHAVUA: A FRESH LOOK
11:00 am with Rabbi Topp
Though we read the Parsha every week, there are always 
new insights when we take a deeper look at the text of the 
Torah. Start your week strong by learning the Torah’s im-
portant lessons which bring meaning and purpose into our 
lives. 

MODERN JEWISH PROBLEMS
12:00 pm with Rabbi Topp; lunch is served
In our fast changing world, our contemporary Jewish 
community faces unprecedented challenges. In this class, 
we explore anew how our traditional sources and values 
shed light on modern problems such as agunot, conversion, 
intersection of technology and halacha, exchanging land for 
peace, prisoner exchanges, Women of the Wall, fragmenta-
tion of the Jewish community and more. 

BMW - BEIT MIDRASH FOR WOMEN
7:30 pm
Women of all ages and learning levels are welcome to join us as 
we explore our rich heritage through text-based learning. We 
meet weekly with a rotation of Rabbis and teachers including 
some of our members, covering a wide variety of topics, helping  
us to learn and grow in a warm, stimulating and supportive  
environment.

YP CONVERSATIONS OVER WINE & CHEESE
8:00 pm with Rabbi Topp
Interested in exploring how the beauty of our tradition can 
bring meaning to our busy modern lives? Looking for a 
relaxed atmosphere to meet friends? This exciting program 
meets monthly on Monday evenings and brings together 
young professionals to learn, laugh and connect. 
Meets Monthly. Please stay tuned for upcoming dates of Conversations. 

TUESDAY
HIDDEN WOMEN IN THE BIBLE 
11:00 am with Chazan Arik 
After discovering the story of the hidden women in the 
Chumash and some of the early Prophets, we’ll continue 
to discover the story of many other hidden women in the 
Bible. Not only do we shed light on their lives and actions, 
but we 
try to understand the life lessons our sages are teaching us 
by revealing the mystery of their lives. Each class is dedicat-
ed to one figure, so there is no need for previous knowledge. 

GEMARA SHIUR - FOR MEN
7:00 pm with Rabbi Nechemia Langer
Rabbi Langer leads an in-depth shiur exploring the intri-
cacies of the Gemara. The weekly discussion uncovers the 
great depth of the wisdom of Chazal throughout the gener-
ations. This class has covered a wide swath of the Talmudic 
landscape over the years, yet each class offers new and 
exciting insights.

SHMUEL BET: THE TRIUMPHS AND TRIALS  
OF KING DAVID’S DYNASTY
8:00 pm with Rabbi Topp 
Widely viewed as one of the most exciting books of Tanach, 
the second volume of the Book of Shmuel brings us into the 
inner workings, successes and failures of King David’s 
monarchy. Explore the episode of King David and Batsheva, 
the deadly rivalry between the two generals Avner and Yoav, 
the establishment of Jerusalem as the capital, and other re-
bellions, rivalries, conspiracies and triumphs that served as 
formative events in Jewish history. 

 

Chazan Arik’s Class - Hidden Women in the Bible

Rabbi Topp’s weekly shiur on Mondays

WEDNESDAY 
PARENTING & PARSHA
9:00 am with Rabbi Boruch Sufrin & Rabbi Topp  
Presented by Beth Jacob & Hillel
Taught on alternating weeks by Rabbi Sufrin and Rabbi Topp, 
this class looks to the Parsha for insights on how we can  
become better parents and develop healthy relationships with 
our children. Give yourself a mid-week boost with brewed 
coffee, greek yogurt and an engaging lively discussion.

INTERACTIVE PARSHAT HASHAVUA
12:00 noon with Rabbi Elias; lunch is served
Each student participates in this interactive discussion 
which delves into commentaries such as Rashie and Ram-
ban. Learn together and exchange ideas to better understand 
how the Parsha relates to modern times.
 

THURSDAY
GREAT JEWISH THINKERS OF THE LAST MILLENNIUM
11:00 am with Rabbi Posy 
Each week, Rabbi Posy discusses the life’s work and life 
lessons of important thinkers from contemporary and 
not-so-contemporary Jewish history. Through an examina-
tion of the writings and experiences of our sages, we come to 
a better understanding of ourselves.

YP LIFE GOALS
8:00 pm with Rabbi Robbie
Life Goals are those big things we aspire to accomplish in life 
such as getting married, having a family, starting our own 
business or traveling the globe. Join YP on Thursday nights 
as we journey forward together to infuse those Life Goals with 
the clarity, purpose and joy of our Judaism and Torah! Life 
Goals will meet at various locations (restaurants, backyard 
fire pits, rooftops, etc) to keep the venue fresh and engaging 
while providing meaningful connection, insights and inspiration.  
Life Goals is an RSVP only event! 

SHABBAT
RABBI TOPP’S CHUMASH SHIUR
8:00 am with Rabbi Topp
Grab a coffee and get ready for an exciting exploration into 
the portion of the week that takes a fresh look at the text 
and commentaries. Join us as we discover the eternal yet 
timely Biblical themes and ideas, and thereby enhance both 
Shabbat and our lives. 

SHABBAT 
CUPPA JOE 
9:00 am with Rabbi Posy
Each Shabbat morning before the start of the YP minyan, 
we come together to discuss modern issues and challenges 
through the timeless lens of halacha. Join us as we explore 
eclectic topics such as surrogate motherhood, the Jewish 
perspective on magic, ethics of self driving cars and so much 
more. Enhanced by gourmet coffees to start your Shabbat 
morning right.

UNLOCKING THE SIDDUR
15 minutes before Mincha with Rabbi Posy 
Shabbat afternoons come alive as we explore the text
and content of our daily Tefillah. Meeting prior to
Shabbat Mincha, this class offers the opportunity
to take our prayer to the next level.

DAILY
DAF YOMI
7:00 am with Rabbi Greenhaus
For close to 100 years, Jews across the world have been 
studying a page of the Gemara each day on a 7 year cycle. 
Our Daf Yomi group at Beth Jacob meets each morning and 
is a place to learn and grow while gaining a mastery of the 
entire depth and breadth of the “Sea of the Talmud.” Join 
once or for the entire cycle!

MISHNA SHIUR
8:30 am with Rabbi Posy
Each day, Rabbi Posy and a group of committed students 
delve into the details and ideas of Jewish life through 
the prism of one of Judaism’s most important texts – the 
Mishna. Whether you can come every day or just once in a 
while, join this fascinating discussion taking place weekdays 
after the 7:40 am minyan.

DVAR TORAH
Between Mincha & Maariv
The evening Tefilla at Beth Jacob comes complete with a 
dose of Torah Study with our Clergy or Summer Kollel 
members. Each day we delve into another aspect of Jewish 
tradition to make the evenings at Beth Jacob that much 
more rewarding and enlightening.  

                                        Daily/Weekly Class Schedule



January 4, 2020 at 8:00 pm
93Queen
Set in the Hasidic enclave of  
Borough Park, Brooklyn, 93Queen follows a 
group of tenacious Hasidic women who are 
smashing the patriarchy in their communi-
ty by creating the first all-female volunteer 
ambulance corps in New York City. 

Official selection of HotDocs 2018, Toronto’s premiere documentary 
festival

February 22, 2020 at 8:00 pm 
Heading Home: The Tale of Team 
Israel
A stirring story of sports, patriotism and  
personal growth, Heading Home charts the 
underdog journey of Israel’s national base-
ball team competing for the first time in the 
World Baseball Classic, discovering the pride 
of representing Israel on the world stage.   

Winner of Audience Award at Philadelphia Jewish Film Festival, 2018
Winner of Audience Award at Washington Jewish Film Festival, 2018
Winner of Audience Award at Gold Coast International Film Festival, 2018

Goldberger Jewish History Series

Rabbi Abraham Lieberman
Guest Lecturer & Senior Scholar 

Rabbi Lieberman is an accomplished 
scholar, educator and  historian who 
has published material on Mesorah and 
Talmudic Commentaries from the Cairo 
Genizah to Mesechet Shabbat. 

Fall Series 

A History from Bayit Sheni  
to the Writing of the Talmud 
1,000 Years of Jewish History in 5 Sessions.

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm
Class Dates: October 30, November 6, November 20
December 4, December 11

Spring Series 
From the Rise of Islam to  
the Modern Period
1500 Years of Jewish History in 5 Sessions. 

Wednesdays at 7:30 pm 
February 5, February 19, February 26
Additional dates to be announced. 

Endowed by Regina and Ernie Goldberger  
and the extended Goldberger and Dorf families

Jewish history has ebbs and flows, ups and downs, tragedies and triumphs. In this series, Rabbi Lieberman teaches the  
history of our great nation first through its intellectual underpinnings and then through it social and geopolitical context.  

Each self-contained session weaves halachic, hashkafic and historical sources into a beautiful tapestry resulting in an  
enjoyable learning experience for all.

Saturday Night Film Nights

Past Speakers

Looking Back...
Our Past 

Modern Minds &
Scholars in Residence 

Speakers
From 2018-2019

Dr. Michael Oren
Israel’s Place 
Among the Nations

Dennis Prager
Why happiness is  
a Mitzvah

Ambassador Daniel Taub
Behind the Scenes of  

Israeli Diplomacy

Advisor Jason Greenblatt
On the Israeli-Palestinian 

Peace Process

Dr. Gila Fine 
Tale of Yalta the Shrew

Rabbi Seth Farber & 
Rabbi Topp

Religion and State in  
Israel: Can They Co-Exist?

Michael Medved & 
 David Suissa

American Millennials  
and Israel

Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
Shavuot Scholar

Professor Stephen Berk
AIPAC Activism Shabbat

Dr. Michael Oren
Israel’s Place 
Among the Nations

Ayelet Shaked 
Internal & International 

Challenges for the Jewish 
People

Dr. Michael Oren
Israel’s Place 
Among the Nations

Rabbanit Chana Henkin
On Women’s Spiritual 

Leadership  

Dr. Michael Oren
Israel’s Place 
Among the Nations

Rabbi Yehuda Glick
Pluralism, Diversity and 

Inclusion in Israel

Dennis Prager
Why happiness is  
a Mitzvah

Dr. Lisa Aiken  &  
 Dr. Chana Gelb

Merging Jewish Values and 
Psychology

Dennis Prager
Why happiness is  
a Mitzvah

Dani Samson 
Harry Nelson 
Debbie Fox & 

 Rabbi Gavriel Hershoff

Lifting the Rug:  
Addictions in our  

Community

Abigail Shrier
Rabbi Spodek
 Dr. Gil Graff  

Dr. Scott Goldberg &  
Dr. Debora Parks

The High Cost of  
Jewish Education

Enjoyed by 
Thousands of 

Men & Women
 in our

Community

Addiction
 Panel

Education
 Panel



 Fighting for the Truth for Israel
Leah Soibel is the founder of Fuente Latina, the only organiza-
tion that proactively engages the Latino media globally to support 
Israel. Fuente Latina allows pro-Israel advocates to present the 
real picture of Israel to Spanish speaking journalists in their own 
language and in real time. She has been bringing millions of 
Spanish speakers an accurate image of the region through inter-
national media events, expert interviews and briefings, as well 
as helicopter tours. Leah is the go-to expert in Israel on Latino 
media, due to her access to hundreds of journalists and Latino 

leaders. 

Yael Lerman is the Director of the StandWithUs Saidoff Legal 
Department, where she  coordinates a team of over 150 pro bono 
attorneys and 3 full-time staff attorneys providing legal resourc-
es to students, professors and community activists confronting 
anti-Israel and antisemitic activity.  

September 18, 2019 
Leah Soibel  

in Conversation with  
Yael Lerman

Modern Minds Conversations

Modern Minds 
on 

Jewish MatteRS
Contemporary Issues Facing our Community

Beth Jacob Congregation

Modern Minds

Let Me Hear Thy Voice: Feminism, Modesty  
& Journalistic Ethics;  An Orthodox Female  

Journalist’s Story

Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt is an editor at the Forward. 
Her essays have appeared in the New York Times, Vox and 
Salon, among others, and she teaches journalism at Yeshiva 
University’s Stern College for Women. She does pastoral 
work alongside her husband Rabbi Benjamin Goldschmidt 
in Manhattan’s Park East Synagogue. With her passion 
for storytelling and sociology, Avital has emerged as an 
influential voice on women’s issues, the tension between 
religion and modernity and Israel.

January 8, 2019
In Conversation with  

Myron Sugerman

September 18, 2019 
Leah Soibel  

in Conversation with  
Yael Lerman

December 18, 2019  
 Avital Chizhik-Goldschmidt

The Chronicles of the Last Jewish Gangster
Myron Sugerman was born in Newark, New Jersey, in 1938, 
and at the age of twenty-one he followed his father’s footsteps into 
the family business – Coin-operated amusements. The vocation 
took him all over the world’s six habitable continents, to every-
where but Antarctica. For well over half a century, Myron did 
business with some of the most dangerous characters known to 
the public, including top-ranking members of the Genovese and 
Gambino crime families, La Corporacion, the Yakuza, and the 
Cali Cartel, among others. His remarkable story contains gritty 
crime stories, harrowing adventure, twentieth century history, and 
Jewish religious philosophy--and the perspective of a man who 
has lived a long life and seen more than most of us have even 
imagined seeing.  

January 8, 2019  
Myron Sugerman

The Topps with Judge Ruchie Freier and her son after her Modern Minds talk



Rabbi Lau will be visiting Beth Jacob 
on Friday evening, for a spirited Te-
fillah and community address. Rabbi 
Yisrael Meir Lau is Chief Rabbi of 
Tel Aviv-Yaffo and Chairman of Yad 
Vashem. He served as Ashkenazi 
Chief Rabbi of Israel from 1993 to 
2003. Born in Poland in 1937, he 
endured the horrors of the Holocaust, 
and was liberated from Buchenwald 
at age 8, one of the youngest children 
to survive. 

In 2005, Chief Rabbi Lau was award-
ed the Israel Prize for his special 
contribution to society and the State 
of Israel. 

The Scholars In Residence program at Beth Jacob is our flagship Shabbat Adult Education initiative. On select Shabbatot, 
Beth Jacob proudly hosts thought leaders from around the globe to enlighten, educate and inspire our congregation. 

Scholars  
in Residence

Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Riskin is the founding Chief Rabbi
of Efrat, Israel, founding Rabbi of the Lincoln Square 
Synagogue in New York City, and founder and 
Chancellor of the Ohr Torah Stone Institutions,  
a network of high schools, colleges, and graduate  
programs in the United States and Israel.

A leading Modern Orthodox thinker and educator,
Rabbi Riskin has inspired countles Jews around the 
world; leading by example and bringing many of his
American congregants with him on Aliyah. He has  
created innovative rabbinic training models, was the 
force behind the creation of the role of  “Toenet Rabbanit”  
who are women that serve as advocates in the Israeli 
religious court system, and has worked tirelessly  as a 
role model and leader for the Modern Orthodox comunity.  

   

  

 

Hosted at Beth Jacob  
9030 W Olympic Blvd 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211 

Thank you to Alice Schoenfeld for  

generously sponsoring SIR for  

Rabbi Riskin’s visit

Friday November 18
Shabbat Dinner
Pat’s Restaurant
9233 W Pico Blvd, Los Angeles

Shabbat morning,  
November 19
Drasha in Shapell  
Sanctuary

Shabbat evening  
Lecture

Beth Jacob welcomes

Rabbi Dr. Shlomo Riskin
as our  

Shabbat Scholar in Residence

Shabbat, November 18 - 19

2019 through 2020

Rabbi Menachem Leibtag is a 
senior lecturer at Yeshivat Har 
Etzion and Midreshet Lindenbaum 
in Israel. He is an acclaimed Torah 
scholar and pioneer of Jewish  
education on the internet.
Sponsored by:  
Chavee & Vic Mellon  
Jody & Charles Levy and Pam & Eliot Bieda  
in memory of their mother, Sally Mellon 

Jack & Carrol Fenigstein
Marc & Lynn Rohatiner in memory of  
Lynn’s father Dr. Ed Zalis
Dr. Harry & Lydia Weisman
Moshe & Arlene Kupietzky
Marcie Meier in memory of her mother,  
Mrs. Belle Yarmish

Scholars in Residence

Rabbi Elimelech Goldberg
January 11

The therapy techniques 
Rabbi Goldberg has developed 
have been very successful in 
decreasing the pain of pediat-
ric patients. After losing his 
daughter to Leukemia, he 
founded Kids Kicking Can-
cer, to help children battling 
serious illness discover their 
inner power through martial 

arts. Rabbi Goldberg holds a First Degree Black Belt 
in the Korean art of Choi Kwang Do.

Rabbi G. also conducts stress seminars at Fortune 500 
companies, where 97% of adult participants have de-
scribed the presentations as having had “a profound 
influence” on their lives.

Rabbi Goldberg was selected as a CNN Hero in 2014. 

Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler is 
a former student of, and 
special assistant to, Rabbi 
Joseph B. Soloveitchik, z”l. 
Rabbi Adler holds a Ph.D 
in Talmud from Bar Ilan 
University. He served on 
the faculty of Bar Ilan Uni-
versity, and is a past presi-

dent and campus rabbi at Emunah College for Arts 
and Technology in Jerusalem. He has been a lecturer 
for the Israel Defense Forces and a commentator for 
Kol Yisrael radio. Rabbi Adler was a member of the 
central committee of the National Religious Party 
and  is the founding Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivat Bnei 
Akiva Ner Tamid, and currently serves as its President. 
In conjunction with the Mizrachi Israel 360 program,  
in honor of Yom Haatzmaut

Rabbi Weinreb is Executive Vice 
President, Emeritus of the Orthodox 
Union. During his tenure at the OU, 
he combined the skills of pulpit rabbi, 
scholar, and psychologist to provide 
extraordinary leadership to the organi-
zation, spreading its influence through-
out the United States and worldwide. 
He holds a PhD in Clinical Psychology 
from the University of Maryland, and 
maintained a private psychotherapy 
practice for many years while working 
for mental health organizations. In 
conjunction with the OU West Coast 
Torah Convention.

Rabbi Dr. Aaron Adler
April 24-25

Ronen Bergman 
February 1

Ronen Bergman is the senior 
correspondent for military and 
intelligence affairs for Yedioth 
Ahronoth, Israel’s largest dai-
ly paid newspaper, and a con-
tributing writer for The New 
York Times Magazine, where 
he reports on intelligence, 
national security, terrorism, 
and nuclear issues. 

His latest book “Rise and Kill First: The Secret 
History of Israel’s Targeted Assassinations,” is a New 
York Times bestseller. Bergman is the author of five 
acclaimed Hebrew-language nonfiction books and 
The Secret War with Iran, which was published in 
the United States. Bergman is the recipient of the 
Sokolow Prize, Israel’s most esteemed award for 
journalism, and the B’nai B’rith International Press 
Award.

Alan Kadish, M.D. is Pres-
ident of the Touro College 
and University System, the 
largest Jewish-sponsored 
educational institution in the 
United States. Dr. Kadish 
distinguished himself as a 
prominent cardiologist, dedi-
cated teacher and researcher, 

and experienced administrator. Dr. Kadish is a deeply 
committed observant Jew and forward thinker who 
is an expert on the intersection between science and 
religion.

Dr. Alan Kadish 
June 19-20

Rabbi Menachem Leibtag  
October 21-22

Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau
Friday, December 6

Ezer Mizion Shabbaton
Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb 

December 14



Notes of Prayer 
Wednesdays in March 7:30 PM
March 4, 11, 18, 25 , April 1  
5 Part mini lecture-concert series by Chazan Arik. 
Piano accompaniment – Roger Greene.

Each lesson is dedicated to exploring one Tefilah. Did you ever 
wonder what the connection between the T’filot and the way we 
chant them is? Come and join Chazan Arik in learning about 
and getting connected to our Tefilot. Understand the spiritual, 
halachic, philosophical and historical context of the T’filah. 
Exploring different musical expressions of the same T’filah 
helps us to gain a deeper connection to and appreciation of our 
prayers.

 

Tefillah Series with Chazan Arik & Violins of Hope

Violins of Hope 
Sunday, November 11, 2019, 6:30pm
This is a special event introducing the Violins of Hope project and 
its founders, Amnon and Avshalom Weinstein. 

Featuring:
Remarks by Mrs. Susanne Ryto, Holocaust survivor and 
Chairwoman of Violins of Hope in L.A. Screening of  
The Return of the Violin, a documentary directed by  
Haim Hechtand a mini recital on one of the restored  
instruments. 
Price: $20 per ticket
All proceeds will go directly to the Violins of Hope project 
in LA. The Violins of Hope’s mission is to educate audiences 
about the Holocaust through music and culture using a collec-
tion of violins, violas, and cellos rescued from the Holocaust 
and restored by Israeli luthiers Amnon Weinstein and his son 
Avshalom.

The Return of the Violin documentary is the subject of a 1713 
Stradivarius, given to a young Polish Jewish prodigy, Bronisław 
Huberman, who later became the founder of what is now the  
Israeli Philharmonic. Huberman’s efforts to save Jewish musi-
cians during the Holocaust formed the basis for the orchestra, as 
he worked to secure safe passage to Palestine for musicians who 
were being forced out of their jobs and their homes in Europe.

 

Kaleidoscope Shabbaton
May 9

Kaleidoscope is an educational organization that educates edu-
cators, students and parents to appreciate the value of diversity 
in Israel. Led by Chana Reifman Zweiter, Kaleidoscope works 
across the spectrum of communities and cultures in Israel to 
promote respect and appreciation for their diversity. This shab-
baton will offer us a first hand look at the work being done with 
the Ethiopian community to integrate its members together with 
Israeli culture.

 

Guest  Scholar Series

History, Holidays and the American 
Jewish Experience

Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik will be 
joining us at Beth Jacob for three 
special lectures over the course of this 
year. These lectures will celebrate  our 
connection to tradition and what it 
means to us in 21st Century America. 
Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik is one of 

America’s leading voices on Jewish ideas, religious freedom 
and faith in the modern age. In May 2013, he became Rabbi 
of Congregation Shearith Israel in New York City, a Sephardic 
synagogue, and the oldest Jewish congregation in the United 
States. He is the director of the Straus Center for Torah and 
Western Thought at Yeshiva University where he lectures widely 
about contemporary issues that define our modern Jewish lives. 

The Legacy of Dovid HaMelech 
through the Book of Tehillim 

This 4 part evening series in February- 
March 2020, is being presented by the 
dynamic Racheli Luftglass and will 
bring the book of Tehillim to life. 

Weekly at 8:15pm; Dates: TBD

Racheli W. Luftglass is the Director of 
Judaic Studies at YULA Girls High 
School. 

Prior to coming to LA, she served on the Judaic studies faculty 
of The Frisch School in Paramus, NJ. Mrs. Luftglass graduated 
from Stern College with a B.A. in Music and Psychology and 
holds an M.A. from Columbia University’s Teachers College 
with a concentration in Education of the Gifted and of the 
Learning Disabled. She has also completed coursework at 
Columbia University towards a doctorate degree in Neuropsy-
chology.

Please join us for what promises to be a fantastic series with 
Mrs. Luftglass, a beloved teacher at YULA who has quickly 
gained a reputation in our community and beyond for her schol-
arship and charismatic teaching style.  

Guest Scholar Series - Rabbi Dr. Meir Soloveichik
Dedicated by Glynis & Selwyn Gerber

Community Scholar Tanach Series - Racheli Luftglass



Bat Mitzvah ProgramBat Mitzvah Program
Torat Imecha

10 part seminar led by Rebbetzin Jordana Topp

• Mother & daughter experience 
  for 5th & 6th grade girls

• Discover the impact of Jewish women
   throughout the ages

• Incorporates art, drama, text & music 

$100 Members  $150 Non-Members 
 for each mother/daughter pair

2019/20 Schedule
Sunday mornings  

at Beth Jacob 
10:00-11:30 AM October 27
November 3, 17, 24
December 8, 15, 22

January 5, 12
February 2 

 

Register at BethJacob.org/BatMitzvah

Bat Mitzvah Seminar Bar Mitzvah Class

Bar Mitzvah Seminar     
  

Coming of Age
A Program for Parents & Sons

To explore this important time in their Jewish life

 
November 10 - Rabbi Topp - Becoming Bar Mitzvah - What Does it Mean?

 December 1 - Rabbi Posy - Shul Life

January 5 - Sofer Ronnie Sieger - The Making of Tefillin

Shacharit at 9:00 am in Shapell Sanctuary  
Seminar - 9:30-10:30 am
Breakfast will be served

Register at RSVP@bethjacob.org or call 310-278-1911
 



Every Shabbat, join Beth Jacob and enter an oasis  
of spirituality in a complicated world. Join hundreds  
of people of all ages for soulful and uplifting tefillah  

and Torah study followed by a beautiful kiddush

Shabbat at Beth Jacob

Starbucks on Olympic must wonder what incredible busi-
ness model we have to bring so many hundreds of people 
to the synagogue week after week. Because on Shabbat 
mornings, our campus is bustling with adults and children 
coming together to pray, learn, grow, connect and celebrate 
the gift of being Jewish. 

Shabbat morning at Beth Jacob is a positive, warm experi-
ence for all. We offer several minyanim to fit your schedule 
and personal tefillah style, all with an ambiance of friendly 
inclusiveness. Each minyan is filled with spirited prayer, en-
gaging words of Torah and is followed by a robust kiddush.

Hashkama Minyan at 7:10 am  

Hashkama Minyan at 7:10 am  
Schoenfeld Beit Midrash 

Rabbi Topp’s Shabbat morning Parsha class  
at 8:00 am
Eisenstat Beit Midrash 

Benny’s Minyan at 8:30 am  
Eisenstat Beit Midrash

Main Minyan at 9:00 am  
Shapell Sanctuary 

Young Professionals Minyan at 9:15 am  
Rubin Hall

Teen Minyan at 9:45 am  
Ives Youth Lounge

Juco at 9:00 am  
Schoenfeld Beit Midrash

Youth Groups at 9:00 am  
Lower Level

Photo taken at a week day service



Tefillah serves as the focal point of our spiritual engagement 
at Beth Jacob. As a community, we have always stood for 
excellence in Tefillah, an attitude that drives all of us from 
the Chazan to the Rabbinic Staff to the entire congregation. 
Shapell sanctuary reverberates with soulful song and pas-
sionate tefillah and comes to its crescendo during the high 
holidays when Chazan Arik joins with the Maccabeats for an 
unforgettable experience. The energy of these days extends 
all year round with multiple minyanim around the clock. If 
you are looking for a place to elevate your prayer experience – 
Beth Jacob is the place for you.

Tefillah



Reconnect to Hashem and renew your spirit through  
the power of collective prayer and song. 



High Holiday Insights Our Rabbi’s High Holiday Insights

Frequenly Asked Questions & 
Answers from our Rabbis
Rabbi Topp

Q1: I spend countless hours in Shul over the Yamim Noraim and 
while the service is beautiful and inspiring, I often find it difficult 
to connect to the prayers themselves. How can I make the Tefillah 
experience more meaningful? 

Answer: Here are some suggestions on how to get more out of the Tefilla 
experience:  

Words Matter: Since Tefillah can be an imposing philosophical presence, we 
perhaps overlook the most simple and basic key to success which is to make 
an effort to understand the words you are saying. Understand the words, say 
them with sincerity, and Tefillah will come alive. 

Less is More: While we can’t deny the obligation to say all the words of the 
Amidah, the Shema and similar core prayers, Rav Yosef Caro, in the very first 
chapter of Shulchan Aruch teaches us an important principle. He writes em-
phatically that it’s preferable to say fewer words with kavanah (sincere inten-
tion) than to say many words with lack of feeling. 

Three Second Rule: Before each blessing of the Amidah, pause for three sec-
onds to reflect upon the theme of the upcoming blessing, and thereby infuse 
deeper meaning into your prayers. 

Make your Tefillah Real: At the modim bracha of thanksgiving, for each 
Tefillah, think of at least one specific thing in your life which you are deeply 
grateful for and have that in mind in your expression of thanks to Hashem. 
Seek other similar opportunities to connect the Tefillah to your life.

Identify with Community: Tefillah is most powerful in the context of 

a Kehilla and the prayers themselves are typically in the plural. We derive 
strength from our fellow Shul goers and consider their needs as we personally 
engage with Hashem. 

If we approach it properly and work at it, Tefilla has the potential to change 
our lives by giving us renewed focus and direction. The Machzor, specifically, 
highlights the central themes of the holidays and enables us to tap into the 
unique power of these holy days. Hopefully the suggestions above can help us 
daven sincerely, focus on the meaning of the prayers, and transform our lives 
so we can be granted both a higher measure of providential blessing and a 
better understanding of ourselves.     

Q2: What is the purpose of Rosh Hashanah? 
 
Answer: The Talmud Rosh Hashana teaches us the tripartite theme of the holiday that serves as the framework of the Rosh 
Hashana Mussaf: Malchiyot (Gd’s Kingship), Zichronot (Asking Hashem to Remember us Favorably) and Shofarot, (Shofar is 
the vehicle that carries our prayers to Hashem). To achieve the first goal of Malchiyot, consider the powerful words of the Alter 
of Kelm “We are called on Rosh Hashana to crown Hashem as King. With what shall we crown Him? With love for others and 
charitable deeds.”   

Q3: In the U’netaneh Tokef prayer, we declare energetically that “Teshuva, Tefillah u’Tzedaka maavirin  
et ro’ah hagezeirah- Repentance, Prayer and Charity avert the bitterness of the decree.”  
Why are these three activities considered paradigms of religious behavior? 
 
Answer: We highlight these three elements because they signify a call to action for the three dimensions of our lives. Teshuva 
is our relationship with ourselves. Tefillah is our relationship with Hashem. And Tzedaka is our relationship with others. A 
Jew not only must strive to fulfill his or her responsibility in all three spheres of relationship, but without attention to one, the 
others will be lacking.

Rabbi Topp (Continued) 

  Rabbi Posy

Q1: I know that the high holidays are about forgiveness, but what does that really mean? Am I really 
supposed to just ignore those who have hurt me? 

Answer: Forgiveness is a deeply personal experience and there is no easy answer to allow us to reach into the depths of our 
soul. I believe, however, a quote from a Rabbinic colleague sums it up best.

“When we walk around with the accounting books and keep track of everything everyone around us has done that is hurt-
ful both intentionally and unintentionally, the one who suffers the most is ourselves.”

The sins of others often weigh far more on us then they weigh on the perpetrators.  The Yamim Noraim season is an oppor-
tunity for us to break free of the negative emotions and feelings that can sometime paralyze us and bring us down.  

Q2: Either I or someone close to me has a medical issue and cannot fast on Yom Kippur - do they still 
get “credit” for observing Yom Kippur?
 
Answer: The fast of Yom Kippur is an extremely important mitzvah that is explicit in the Torah and is seen as an integral 
part of the Yom Kippur experience. With that being said, Halacha places prime importance on the value of human life 
and the notion of “Pikuach Nefesh” (life threatening danger) overrides the obligation to fast.  Determining the nature of 
Pikuach Nefesh is a very delicate process and must be done in consultation with both a Halachic decisor and a medical 
professional. However, once the determination has been made that it is dangerous to fast, acting to preserve your health is 
not considered a violation of Yom Kippur and indeed is considered following the values and guidance of the Torah, which 
will hopefully help to inscribe all of us for a good year. 
 I am over this year. 



High Holiday Insights Our Rabbi’s High Holiday Insights

Rabbi Tombosky

Q1: What actually occurred on the first  
Rosh Hashanah?

Answer: Although in the Tefilot (prayers) we refer to 
Rosh Hashanah as “Yom Harat Olam”, the day the world 
was created, Rosh Hashanah was not actually the first 
day of creation, but rather the sixth day of creation - the 
day upon which G-d created humankind.

There is a profound lesson in celebrating Rosh  
Hashanah specifically today. Prior to the creation of 
human beings, there was no concept of free will or moral 
decisions in the world. As human beings, we alone have 
the power to choose how we relate to the world around us. 

Rosh Hashanah is an opportunity for us to reflect on 
those choices. As the Torah relates, “I have placed before 
you life and death, blessing & curse - choose life!” Today 
we remind ourselves that we are not passive or powerless 
participants in our lives or the world around us.
 
We celebrate Rosh Hashanah today because we recog-
nize that we are G-d’s partners in creation and we have 
been given the awesome opportunity to renew that choice 
again today; to choose a life filled with purpose, signifi-
cance and meaningful connection. 

Q2: What is the meaning behind the sounds  
of the Shofar?

Answer: Our Sages teach we are to sound three different 
types of shofar blasts. The first is a tek’iah - a long continu-
ous burst. Followed by a shevarim - three shorter blasts, and 
a teruah -  the sound of nine short blasts. 

The Ben Ish Chai explains that the tek’iah is a sound of 
triumph and joy, while the shevarim and teruah are sounds 
of pain and suffering. He explains their deeper significance 
by means of a beautiful story. 
 
“A man had a ring specially made for him. Upon this ring, 
he had engraved the words “This, too, will pass.” If he were 
troubled and in pain, he would look at his ring and remem-
ber that the suffering would eventually end. This thought 
comforted him. During times of happiness and comfort, he 
would gaze at the ring as well. He would realize that his 
wealth and good fortune could also change in an instant. 
This ring reminded the man that all in his life had to be 
put in perspective, and that one should live his life neither 
complacent nor despondent - but with a sense of greater 
purpose.”
 
On Rosh Hashanah we recognize that our triumphs and 
pain all come from the one above in service of our mission. 
In hearing these sounds of the Shofar, we reconnect and 
recommit to ourselves to our purpose for the year ahead.

 who I am over this year. 

Q3: What is the significance of Tashlich?
 
Answer: On the first day of Rosh Hashanah after the afternoon prayer, we go to a body of water that preferably has fish, and 
recite the Tashlich (which means 'casting off ') prayer, wherein we symbolically cast our sins into the water and leave our old 
shortcomings behind us, thus starting the new year with a clean slate.
 
As we connect with our better selves on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we gain clarity and refocus our lens towards our 
values. However, oftentimes, we find that the paradigm of past experience begins to create self-limiting behaviors and thoughts. 
Tashlich is a powerful opportunity to psychologically cast-off that mindset through action, prayer and deep personal commitment.

Rabbi Tsaidi - Teen Rabbi

Q1: Why is Yom Kippur such a sad day?

Answer: It’s not. It’s actually one of the more joyous days. We get confused by 
the idea of fasting and assume it’s because we are in mourning. Usually when 
we fast that is the case, but on Yom Kippur we fast because we are like angels 
for that day, and we try to resemble them as much as we can. Rabbi Broner - Youth Rabbi

Q1: Can I really ask Hashem for anything when I daven on Rosh Hashana?

Answer: Yes certainly as long as we are sincere and caring when we ask. When we daven it is a time to have a private  
conversation with Hashem and there is nothing to be embarrassed of when we are talking to Hashem.

Cantor Arik

Q1: While during the year the congregation’s part during the repe-
tition of the Amidah is limited to only reciting Amen, during the 
high holidays the congregation’s role is much bigger and includes 
much recitation and singing. Is it better to complete the silent 
Amidah quickly so one could participate in the repetition or should 
one take the time and continue the silent part even though the 
repetition has already started?

Answer: While reciting the silent Amidah, one fulfills the obligation to answer 
Kedusha by the rule of Shome’a K’oneh (listening is like reciting) and should 
focus on the silent Amidah. In addition,  most of the liturgy during the repe-
tition is Piyutim (poems) which do not have the same Halachic status as the 
Amidah itself. 

Q2: My Hebrew is not great and while, with time,  
I was able to learn how to recite weekdays and Shabbat prayers in 
Hebrew, the high holidays prayers are difficult and I find myself 
struggling  and not being able to connect with the texts. Should I 
continue to struggle with the Hebrew and keep my davening in He-
brew or perhaps I should switch to English and get more Kavanah?

Answer: Since you already mastered the T’filah in Hebrew during the year, 
you should continue with Hebrew in those sections. Sh’ma and its blessings 
and the silent Amidah during the High Holidays are similar to the rest of the 
year. The challenge is the middle blessing of the Amidah called Kedushat Ha-
yom (sanctification of the day) and I would highly recommend to go over this 
blessing and master it prior to the holidays. The main difference between the 
High Holidays and Shabbat service is the recitation of Piyutim (poems) during 
the repetition of the Amidah and those can be recited in English if one prefers.



Chazan Arik & The Maccabeats

Join us in Shapell Sanctuary for a unique High Holiday 
Tefillah experience. Chazan Arik, accompanied by the most 
celebrated Jewish acapella group “The Maccabeats” once 

again lead us in prayer and song as we welcome the new 
year. Elevate your Tefillah with kavanah, spirit and music 
that will last for the entire year.

Elevate

Yom Kippur
Tues, Oct 8 - 6:10 pm
Wed, Oct 9 - 8:30 am, 4:45 pm

BethJacob.org/Elevate

You, Rabbi Topp, Chazan Arik & The Maccabeats

Rosh Hashana
Sun, Sep 29 - 6:25 pm
Mon, Sep 30 - 7:45 am, 6:20 pm
Tues, October 1 - 7:45 am

Best. Tefillah. Ever.



Being a part of Beth Jacob Congregation means you 
are part of a family. It’s your home away from home, 

in which each person matters and is cared for.  
At Beth Jacob, we are all in it together

Chanukah Latke Party at The Topps



Sisterhood

Paint Night

Flower Arranging

Chanukah Boutique



Beth Jacob Congregation of Beverly Hills had a great day at 
Dodger Stadium for Jewish appreciation day this year.

We had a great view of the playing field in a wonderful 
shaded area. Many of us enjoyed Jeff’s kosher hotdogs of-
fered at the stadium. We even introduced and shared some 
of our kosher hotdogs with a very friendly Latino family 
sitting next to us who were also happy to enjoy Jeff’s and to 
learn about Kashrut.

Obviously a highlight for the BJC Family at the stadium 
that day was when the right field Jumbotron went full 
screen with the announcement:  “WELCOME BETH JA-
COB CONGREGATION OF BEVERLY HILLS”.

I noticed last Shabbat during services in shul a number of 
our attendees were sporting their Special-Package Dodger 
kippot they received the day of the game. Nice to know that 
we have such  a spirited community that supports our local 
teams!

Hope next year that we double our numbers. I’ll work dili-
gently again to make sure we secure a great shaded area as 
we did this and prior years for this special day!!
GO DODGERS!
 -Bennet Simon

Men’s Club

Blood Drive
On February 10, 2019, Beth Jacob held its 13th 
annual Blood Drive to benefit the patients at 
Cedars Sinai Hospital. We had a wonderful 
turnout and 109 useable units of blood were 
collected. Because of all the help we got from 
close to 20 Beth Jacob members, it was a very 
successful and fun day. 

Looking forward to seeing you all on  
February 23, 2020 in Rubin Hall for our  
next Blood Drive.

Shelley & Steve Weinstock
Chairpersons

Areivim

As a community, what sets us apart is our care and concern 
for one another not only in the best of times, but in difficult 
moments as well. In the spirit of Kol Yisrael Areivim zeh 
l’zeh, our community comes together to take care of each 
other like family. Whether through visitations in the hos-
pital or at home, preparation of meals or assistance during 
illness, being part of the Beth Jacob family means that you 
will be surrounded by a community that truly cares about 
you. Below is a list of all aspects of our Areivim Committee 
which provides support and a helping hand for those within 
our shul community: 

Shalom Aleichem Team
Our Shalom Aleichem team ensures that newcomers to our 
shul receive a friendly greeting. If you would like to volun-
teer to greet shul guests on Shabbat morning, please contact 
Rabbi Topp at Rabbitopp@bethjacob.org

Shabbat Hospitality
If you would like to host a shul member or visitor for a
Shabbat meal, please contact Chen Regev at  
cheni.regev@gmail.com

Shiva Support, Fruit Platters, and Meals  
for the Bereaved
If you would like to volunteer to provide a meal, please con-
tact Myra Monk at myra.monk@gmail.com, Marcie Meier at 
marciemeier78@gmail.com, Phyllis Katzin at  
pjkatzin@gmail.com or Marlene Schaechter at shekter@aol.com

Fruit Platters and Support for Parents of 
Newborns
If you would like to get involved, contact Rachel Kessler at
rachelkkessler@gmail.com

Chevra Kadisha
Shul volunteers engage in Chesed Shel Emet. For women’s 
taharot: contact Myra Monk at myra.monk@gmail.com. For 
men’s taharot: contact Benny Adler at badler222@gmail.com

Bikur Cholim
If you or someone you know is unfortunately ill or home-
bound, or if you want to participate in the mitzvah of  
Bikur Cholim, please email Nikita Putnam at  
nikitaputnam@yahoo.com

Areivim
Dedicated in Memory of Estelle & Sam Samson z”l

by their loving children David, Allen and Lawrence Samson



E

Mishloach Manot

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in and put time 
and energy into packing and delivering our wonderful Mish-
loach Manot bags.  This program could not function without 
your assistance and support.  This past year, our theme was 
“East Meets West.” Our Asian themed bags were filled with 
delicious and useful items. A huge shout out goes to our 
donors: Livonia Glatt Market, La Gondola Restaurant & 
Catering, Pats Restaurant & Catering and Schwartz Bakery.  

Thank you also to Sheilah Miller whose creativity in writing 
our Mishloach Manot poem is sincerely appreciated. 

Our Mishloach Manot bags enabled us to achieve one of the 
goals of Purim which is to promote achdut in our community.

If you would like to be involved in any way with Mishloach 
Manot, please reach out to Robyn in the Beth Jacob office.  
We welcome any and all assistance.

We had a wonderful year of reading, which included the 
following books:
 
A Young Man in Search of Love by Isaac Bashevis Singer
The Patriots by Sana Krasikov
The Ladies Auxiliary by Tova Mirvis
Forest Dark by Nicold Krauss
Those Who Saved Us by Jenna Blum
A Journey to the End of the Millennium by A.B. Yehoshua
The Girl from Foreign by Sadia Shepard
Davita’s Harp by Chaim Potok
Between Friends by Amos Oz
The Last Watchman of Old Cairo by Michael Lukas
 
Some of these are fiction, some memoirs and others are 
historic novels.  The members of the book club take turns 
suggesting books and leading discussions. We examine the 
challenges that characters face and how they meet those 
challenges.  The stories take place in a variety of places, 

times and cultures, so we see life through the eyes of Jews  
living in similar and vastly different situations from our own.
 
Does this sound interesting to you? Please join us; we would 
love to welcome new members.  Please contact Stefanie or 
Harry Feld at HarryFeld@verizon.net or at 917-363-0190.

Book Club

Nexus: The name says it all; A connection or series of 
connections linking people together. Through the vision of 
Doni Schwartz and David Slomovic and together with Shul 
leadership who started the program together over a year ago, 
we plan to continue to grow the program for many years to 
come!

The goals are simple - we want to establish a mentorship 
and networking program between our young professionals 
and seasoned professional Beth Jacob members. The goal 
being to create long lasting relationships, job opportunities 
and professional development for everyone!

With over 150 people in this program and growing, some 
highlights this year include a successful speed networking 
event with over 60 people and a breakfast program with 
distinguished guest speaker, Rabbi David Lapin with over 
50 attendees and many strong relationships built, which led 
to over 4 job opportunities (that we know about). To quote 

one Nexus mentee member, “I never thought this program 
would be this valuable to me. How Doni and David set up 
each and every member with someone more experienced 
in their industry is amazing and was super helpful. I go 
out to lunch with my mentor once a month and am able to 
gain new perspectives and receive advice from him. I’m so 
thankful for his help and owe it to the Beth Jacob Nexus 
program.  What was also pretty cool was how I now attend 
services more and meet new people and am able to be more 
involved in different events and classes that Beth Jacob has 
to offer. This community is great!”

Moving forward this year, we are looking to increase our 
Nexus members and organize many thought provoking and 
unique events, so if you are interested in getting involved, 
please reach out to the Beth Jacob office for more infor-
mation! We look forward to continuing the success of this 
amazing program! Thank you for everyone’s participation 
and feedback!- Doni Schwartz

Nexus Mentorship Program
Nexus Breakfast



Retrospective
Beth Jacob has seen another year of increased membership 
coming from new families that add even greater character to our 
already culturally-rich shul.  The new members have contributed 
in so many ways and I feel honored to have been involved in that 
increased engagement.

As my 3-year term as Vice President of Membership comes to an 
end, I think back to the dozens of families and singles I’ve been 
able to get to know better and form lasting relationships with. I 
look forward to continue growing these bonds and am thankful 
that these people have already taken on leadership roles and 
brought other families into the Beth Jacob community as well.
As our shul continues to make Judaism and community involve-
ment more enriching for more people, it will be the new mem-
bers that are beneficiaries as well as champions for future growth 
in the years to come. 

Looking Forward
Welcome to Beth Jacob!  The goal of the Membership Commit-
tee is to welcome new members to our shul, connect them to 
current members as mentors, and to involve new members in 
the life of the shul community.  We want to make sure that new 
members feel welcomed and part of the shul right away!

This year, we plan to sponsor a New Members event where new 
and long – established can meet and interact and form new 
friendships.

Additionally, the Membership Committee is reaching out to cou-
ples and families new to the neighborhood who have questions 
about schools, shuls, community life, markets and restaurants.
Please feel free to contact me or the shul to join the Beth Jacob 
family!

Ari Shandling
Outgoing Vice President 

 of Membership 

Debbie Shrier
Incoming Vice President

of Membership

Looking Back at an Incredible Evening - Gala 2019

Welcome  
to the  Family

New Members





Kaddish Club
The Kaddish Club is intended for individuals who are in their 
year of avelut – mourning for a loved one. This group of men and 
women meet with Rabbi Topp at member’s homes to engage in 
textual study and interactive discussion on death, mourning and 
kaddish. For information, please contact Rabbi Topp at  
rabbitopp@bethjacob.org.

Summer Kollel
Each summer, Beth Jacob comes alive with the sound of Torah 
learning. The Beth Jacob Summer Kollel is a program that 
pairs LA area college students with community members. The 
program comprises both a Men’s and a Women’s division where 
Kollel fellows spend their evenings learning as a group and then 
make themselves available to community members offering a 
chance to learn. The program also includes a public speaking 
component where Kollel members share divrei Torah between 
Mincha and Maariv each night.

Generously Sponsored by Lee Samson in honor of his  
children and grandchildren.  
For more information, please contact Rabbi Posy  
at rabbiposy@bethjacob.org.

Shabbaton in  Running Springs
Back by popular demand!  
4th Annual Beth Jacob Shabbaton May 2, 2020 
Dovid Oved Retreat Center in Running Springs 

Enjoy great activities for all ages, beautiful ruach, comfortable accommodations and  
stunning scenery making this a memorable Shabbat!

 

Our YP program has an international reputation 
for exciting programs for couples and singles in 

their 20’s and 30’s
When you are at Beth Jacob, you are family!



Book Club Young Professionals

The Young Professional community within Beth Jacob has 
enriched the lives of so many, especially my own! I am so 
proud to join Rabbi Topp and Rabbi Posy in leading our 
ever growing young professional community on our shared 
journey of learning, growing, and engaging the world 
around us through our Judaism and Torah values. I love the 
warm and welcoming environment fostered at our Shabbat 
morning minyan, Friday Night Inspires, Torah Classes, and 
Social ReNew Events. At the Young Professionals we have 
adopted the motto, “When you are here, you are family”!

- Rabbi Robbie

Young Professional Minyan 
On Shabbat morning, Beth Jacob is the place to be for a 
young professional. With a large, vibrant crowd, an uplifting 
davening (Shacharit begins at 9:15 am) and a tasty Kiddush, 
our YP Minyan brings together young Jewish adults to 
create a beautiful sense of community. See your friends and 
make new ones. Enjoy the friendly, inclusive atmosphere. 
Pray with us and grow with us at our Young Professional 
Minyan.

Torah Classes
Join other Young Professionals and Rabbi Robbie for our 
signature LIFE GOALS class– a Torah class held at various 
unique and interesting locations around town with mean-
ingful connections around Torah, Life Goals, Insights & 
Inspiration. Think of Life Goals as your North Star on your 
journey towards a meaningful life! Class schedules are post-
ed on social media and notifications are available through 
WhatsApp and email so you never have to miss a class!

Our Real Talk with Rabbi Robbie is geared specifically to 
our twenty-something crew! This platform is tailor-made for 
a unique millennial learning experience. It is a no-holds 
barred opportunity for you to ask the questions you really 
want to ask your Rabbi (with no judgment)! Questions can 
be submitted in advance or during the robust and lively 
conversation that always ensues. 

Interested in exploring how the beauty of our tradition  
can bring meaning to your busy modern lives? Our  
Conversations Over Wine & Cheese is a Torah class 
held in a relaxed atmosphere and is led by Rabbi Topp. It 
meets monthly on Monday evenings and brings together 
young professionals to learn, laugh and connect. Stay tuned 
for the upcoming dates of “Conversations.”

Join us for your YP Shabbat Morning Joe! This is your 
opportunity to connect with Rabbi Posy for a morning cup of 
coffee as we explore current events and modern life through 
the lens of the weekly Torah portion.  This class starts 
promptly at 9:00am every Shabbat morning just prior to the 
Young Professional Minyan.



Friday Night Inspire
Friday Night Inspire brings Beth Jacob to you! The Young 
Professionals Friday Night Inspire is a warm and inviting 
Kabbalat Shabbat with an uplifting Carlebach-style davening 
and singing. Inspire is held in members’ apartments, homes 
and backyards and Kabbalat Shabbat is followed by a Kid-
dush and Shmooze.

Friday Night Dinners
Dedicated by Alan & Barbara Gindi in Memory of Gary Weiner z”l

The Young Professionals Friday Night Dinners at Beth 
Jacob are the talk of the town! The dinners are hosted 
bi-monthly and each is attended by over 150 Young pro-
fessionals in their 20’s and 30’s. The night begins with an 
uplifting davening followed by cocktails, giving our attend-
ees the opportunity to get to know one another in a relaxed 
setting. We often invite thought provoking guest speakers in-
cluding young Israel advocates, psychotherapists discussing 
today’s dating issues, and Jewish celebrities sharing stories 
from their unique journeys. While Beth Jacob is a Modern 
Orthodox synagogue, adhering to all the Shabbat observanc-
es and dietary laws, the dinner is open to those of all levels 
of observance. The dinners attract both singles and couples, 
and many a couple who have met at our dinners are happily 
married today. As with all our programming - when you are 
here, you’re family!

Upcoming Friday Night Dinners
• October 18 - Sukkot in Mexico
• December 27 - Chanukah Draidel Playoff & Sufganiyot
• February 14 - Moroccan Nights!
• April 24 - Springtime Soiree in the Garden
• June 19 - Summer Solstice in the Garden

Upcoming Young Family Luncheons
• January 25
• May 23

Open Door: Be Our Guest!
With over 400 young professionals, we know that many are 
transplants to Los Angeles without native family and some-
times find themselves spending Shabbat meals alone. Open 
Door is your opportunity to join a warm and caring Beth Jacob 
family at their home for a Friday Night Shabbat dinner.  
After all, what better way to build relationships and become 
part of a community than around the Shabbat Dinner table! 
 
We encourage you to “be our guest” by joining our  
Open Door program and experiencing the deep feelings of 
satisfaction and belonging that come from being part of our 
Beth Jacob community.

YP ReNew!
Friendship is a vital part of spiritual renewal! As we cele-
brate the energy of a new month we are reminded that as 
the moon waxes and wanes, so do our relationships. Join 
Young Professionals monthly in renewing and energizing 
our relationships through exciting and interesting excur-
sions – hiking, bowling, movies, concerts and more! It’s a 
great time to take your spouse or significant other on a fun 
and uplifting “YP Date” while getting to know new friends!

Young Professionals



Youth and teen programming is the foundation of 
what makes our community unique.  Our youth 
leaders pride themselves on making Shul a fun, 

exciting and inspiring place to be

Kestenbaum Family Youth Department will be the desti-
nation for fun educational activities for the entire family 
on Shabbat, Yomim Tovim and year round. Youth Groups 
and JUCO will be the only place a child will want to be on 
Shabbat and Yomim Tovim.

Children will be engaged in an environment that fosters a 
sense of fun and enjoyment for Judaism and shul life. Com-
ing to shul will be a positive experience where the children 
want to participate and not miss even one moment.

All our staff are CPR and First Aid trained. Our staff are 
also trained in child safety and protection, security and safe-
ty procedures. Our staff receive ongoing staff development 
in the areas of child development and care as well as how to 
make each moment educational and fun. Our Tefilla compo-
nent uses the Koren Children’s and Youth Siddur which is 
designed to make tefilla meaningful and inspirational. The 
Tefilla melodies are chosen by our very own Chazan Woll-
heim to make our Tefilla one that is lively and exciting.

Our Shabbat morning groups run from 9:00 am until shul 
is over around 11:45. Groups are divided by age: 0-2; 2-3; 
4-6; 7-9; JUCO 8-12. Each group has age appropriate toys 
and games, storytime, Tefilla, Parasha, outdoor activities, 
snack time, Mitzvah money, raffles, and prizes.

Our groups for the Chagim also include special baking 
activities and holiday related games designed to enhance the 
chag experience.

SPARK is one of our signature programs geared towards cre-
ating an engaging inter-generational Tefilla experience.
Turn Shabbat morning into an exciting bonding experience for 
parents and children that will be fun, engaging and create 
memories for a lifetime. Join us for services in Shapell 
Sanctuary, daven together, play Parsha “trivia,” win prizes, 
and celebrate your accomplishments at a Siyum this spring! 
See below for the schedule of SPARK Shabbatot this com-
ing year.

Here is a glimpse of what we have planned for you 
this year. Looking forward to experiencing Judaism together.

- Rabbi Eli Broner

Kestenbaum Family Youth Department



Cool Happenings

Mitzvah Store Dates
Bring your Mitzvah dollars and buy yourself a nice prize from our store.

August 31 | September 28 | October 26 | November 23 | December 28 | January 25
February 22 | March 28 | April 25 | May 30 | June 27 | July 25

New Program - Tot Shabbat Parent & Me
0-2 Year Olds
Join your child for a special interactive Shabbat experience.

Hands on Sensory Experience, Tefilah, Story Time, Puppets, Song and Movement.  
Snack and Chat. Discuss parenting and child rearing with an experienced educator.  
Tefilah, Story Time, Puppets, Song and Movement.
 
Morah Talia Broner will be leading this special circle time for parents & me in  
the 2-3 year old room at 9:50 A.M. 
September 7 | October 12 | November 2 | December 7 | January 4 | February 8
March 7 | April 4 | May 2 | June 13 | July 11 | August 8

Morah Talia Circle Time for 2-3 year olds
Join your child for a special interactive shabbat experience.

Hands on Sensory Experience, Tefilah, Story Time, Puppets, Song and Movement.  
Snack and Chat; Discuss parenting and child rearing with an experienced educator.

Morah Talia Broner will be leading this special circle time in the 2-3 year old room  
at 10:30 A.M. 
September 7 | October 12 | November 2 | December 7 | January 4 | February 8
March 7 | April 4 | May 2 | June 13 | July 11 | August 8

SPARK
Turn Shabbat morning into an exciting bonding experience for parents an children in 
Shapell Sanctuary. Geared for parents & children ages 6-12.

September 7 | October 12 | November 2 | December 7 | January 4 | February 8
March 7 | April 4  | May 2 | June 13 Lunch Siyum

New Program

Tot Shabbat 
Parent and Me

 

0-2 Year Olds
Join your child for a special interactive shabbat experience.

Hands on Sensory Experience, Tefilah, Story Time, Puppets, Song and Movement.  
Snack and Chat Discuss parenting and child rearing with an experienced educator.

Morah Talia Broner will be leading special circle time
 in the 2-3 year old room at 10:30 a.m. on the following dates:

September 7  •  October 12  •  November 2  •  December 7  •  January 4
February 8  •  March 7  •  April 4  •  May 2  •  June 13  •  July 11  •  August 8

 



Weekly Youth Group Schedule

& Wacky Sukkah Contest

In the Sukkah in Jacob’s Garden
• $10 for members  • $15 non-members • $30 family cap for members

• $50 family cap for non-members • Event sponsorship available $100 includes 
free admission for children and family

Featuring:

From ages 5 & up, as well as special JUCO activities for ages 9-12

Drop-o� and pick-up both at front entrance of shul
Out of respect for our neighbors, please do not use the alley between Beth Jacob and Jacob’s Garden for drop-o� or pick-up

Sukkah Decorating Pizza Lunch Crafts and Games And other fun activities

   RSVP at www.bethjacob.org

Sukkah Decorating Party

                        Sunday, Sept. 23
                     10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Sukkah Decorating



 
Tishrei Fest  
Sunday, September 15 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM
• Beth Jacob Youth Kickoff Event 
• BBQ & games
• Carnival games to be created by our JUCO department
• Crafts, Food, Games and Prizes
• Fun and games for the whole family
Cost $15 per child, $20 per adult, $80 cap per family.

Rosh Hashana
Monday, September 30 and Tuesday, October 1  8:00 AM  
until conclusion of davening
• Baking cakes and goodies
• Youth Machzor
• Expert coaches leading outdoor activities
• Games, stories and competitions
• Babysitters 

Yom Kippur 
Tuesday, October 8 at 6:00 -9:30 PM  
& Wednesday, October 9 on YK evening
8:30 AM- 3:00 PM and 4:15 until end of fast on YK day 
• Kid Nidrei 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
• Youth Machzor
• Expert coaches leading outdoor activities
• Babysitters
• Special raffles and prizes
• Children on Bima for Shofar

Sukkah Decoration Party 
Sunday, October 13 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
• Come create and decorate our Beth Jacob Sukkah 
• Create your own Sukkah project for home
• Puppy Party
• Pizza Lunch, Crafts, and Games
Cost $10 Members, $30 family cap for members  
$15 non members $50 family cap non members
Event sponsorship available $100 includes free admission  
for children in family.

Sukkot / Simchat Torah 
Monday, October 14, Tuesday, October 15,  
Monday, October 21, Tuesday, October 22
• Baking activities
• Ice cream
• Special prizes
• Games Stories and contests 

Simchat Torah Night  Monday, October 21, 5:30 PM 
• Exciting Entertainer
• Story
• Parent - Child Hakafot
• Treats
• Boxed  Dinner 
• Candy Extravaganza  

Simchat Torah Day 
Tuesday, October 22
• Childrens dancing and grand kol hanearim
 

Waffle Party with Rabbi Topp
Back by popular demand
Sunday morning, November 24 at 9:30 AM
• For 2nd-6th grade
• All those who’ve attend either JUCO or other Shul Group,  

3 out of 4 Shabbatot from Noach through Chayei Sarah are  
invited to the party

• Make your own Belgian waffles and learn Torah with our 
Rabbi

Chanukahpalooza
Sunday, December 15 10:00 AM- 12:00 PM
• Original Decoupage Chanukah Craft
• Sevivon hunt and prize auction
• Sufganiyot choose your filling
Cost $10 Members, $40 family cap for members, $15 non  
members, $50 family cap non members
Event sponsorship available $100 includes free admission  
for children in family.

Youth HolidaysYouth Holidays Youth Holidays

Havdalah Hotdogs and a Movie
Motzei Shabbat, January 11 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
• Havdalah
• Hot dogs 
• Movie
Cost $10 Members, $40 family cap for members
$15 non members, $50 family cap non members

Tu Bishvat Jewish Mad Science 
Sunday, February 9 10:00 AM- 12:00 PM
• Tu Bishvat Mad Science Show
• Special Fruits of Israel Dessert
Cost $10 Members, $40 family cap for members
$15 non members, $50 family cap non members
Event sponsorship available $100 includes free admission for 
children in family.

Yom Chessed @ Beth Jacob
Sunday, February 23 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
• Chesed event in conjunction with Blood Drive
• Join a local Chesed organization in preparing for Purim
• Exciting activities and games
• Lunch
Cost $10 Members, $40 family cap for members 
$15 non members, $50 family cap non members
Event sponsorship available $100 includes free admission  
for children in family.

Purim Extravaganza 
Monday, March 9  8:15 PM - 10:00 PM 
• Maariv is 7:20 PM Megilla at 7:30 PM
• Food 
• Prizes
• Entertainment 

Pre Pesach Mulligans Trip 
Tuesday, April 7th 10:45 AM - 3:00 PM
RSVP Early. This event sells out early!

Pesach 
Thursday, April 9, Friday, April 10, Wednesday, April 15,  
& Thursday, April 16
Exciting activities and contests

JUCO Lag BaOmer 
Wednesday, May 13 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 
• Hot dogs 
• S’mores 
• Lag BaOmer entertainment 
Cost $10 Members, $40 family cap for members 
$15 non members, $50 family cap non members
Event sponsorship available $100 includes free admission  
for children in family.

Shavu-licious - Shavuot Ice Cream Experience
Thursday, May 28 10:00 AM -12:00 PM 
• Come create flowers and decorate Beth Jacob 
• Ice Cream Making
• Pizza Lunch, Crafts, and Games
Cost $10 Members, $30 family cap for members, $15 non members, 
$50 family cap non members
Event sponsorship available $100 includes free admission for 
children in family.

Shavuot 
Friday, May 29 /Shabbat May 30 
• Special baking activities and ice cream
• Special learning
• Special childrens Aseret Hadibrote reading



    
Havdallah, Hot Dogs 

& Movie Night  
Ages 5-12 

Motzei Shabbat, January 12

 6:30 - 8:30 pm  
$10 Members | $15 Non-Members 

$40 Members Family Cap | $50 Non-Members Family Cap 

RSVP at BethJacob.org 

Havdallah, Hot Dogs
& Movie Night

Waffle 
Party

Waffle Party 
with the Rabbi



Teen

Shalom Aleichem Kehilat Beit Yaakov,
 
I cannot express the amount of Hakarat Hatov, gratitude, my 
wife, Carolyn, and son, Levi Yitzchak Yigal, have towards this 
special Kehilah who have accepted us so graciously. There is 
clearly something special within the Beth Jacob congregation 
to have given us the opportunity to be a part of it and it is 
something that brings a lot of exciting Hitchadshut, renew-
al to our lives. On behalf of the whole Tsaidi Mishpacha 
we would like to say thank you to the whole community for 
bringing us in with so much warmth and love.

With G-d’s help, and the star filled BJC staff, I look forward 
to working on the dreams and goals our teens have. Every 
Shabbat, at 9:30am, we will start with the number one goal 
of connecting to our Creator, and will follow up with off-
the-wall Kiddushes at Beth Jacob or at the Tsaidi residence, 
where there will be an atmosphere filled with Torah, cholent 
and great food, some good schmoozing, and some old school 
tishing.

In addition to Shabbat, I would like to meet with all our 
teens whether it’s during Saturday night basketball, Thursday 
Night Limud Torah, a Beth Jacob Shabbaton or trip, or just 
taking teens to lunch or dinner.
 
Again, we thank Kehilat Beth Jacob for all the warmth and 
look forward to a great year ahead.
 
With Much Gratitude,
Yagil, Carolyn, and Levi Yitzchak Yigal Tsaidi
 



Jacob's  Garden
Creating a truly memorable  

outdoor simcha
To book this one-of-a-kind event space 

call Robyn 310-278-1911

Rubin Hall  
Creating a wonderful and unique simcha

For more info, contact Robyn at 310-278-1911



As proud and passionate Zionists, the security of Israel 
is our constant concern and helping Israel thrive is our 

ever present responsibility and privilege 
Beth Jacob understands our sacred responsibility as a 
community to stand shoulder to shoulder with Israel. This 
includes smart and bold political activism, crucial projects 
building Israel’s infrastructure, shaping Jewish life in the 
Golan Heights, bringing groups for memorable trips to Is-
rael and so much more. Beth Jacob serves as a role model 
for how a diaspora community can impact our beloved 
homeland.

Celebrate Israel Festival
The 2019 Celebrate Israel Walk attracted BJC members 
young and old! This year was no different from the many 
previous years that the Beth Jacob family has gathered at 
Rancho Park to celebrate Israel with friends and family. 
Along with countless other schools, shuls, bike groups 
and organizations, Israel supporters marched down Pico 
waving Israeli and American flags, singing Israeli songs 
and looking fabulous in specially made BJC T-shirts. This 
display of love for Israel and a warm and close community 
is a great example of the Beth Jacob environment year-
round. Next year we will march in Jerusalem!
- Esther & Yitzy Frankel

Friends of Israel Committee 
Israel is facing tremendous pressure on many fronts. All 
of us are bombarded with many solicitations on behalf 
of Israel. While each cause is worthy, it is clear that the 
pro-Israel community’s support of political candidates who 
advance the U.S./Israel alliance is one of the most effec-
tive means of ensuring that Israel will thrive. 

Congress, of course, plays a vital role in funding Isra-
el’s defense and in enacting legislation which curbs the 
hostile efforts of enemies of both Israel and the United 
States. 

Of almost equal importance is the moral support Congress 
provides when the rest of the world seems to oppose Israel.  
Congress’ historic bond with Israel is not an accident and it 
cannot be taken for granted.  It is the result of much hard 
work by many organizations.  Our active involvement in the 
political process helps guarantee that whenever an issue cru-
cial to Israel arises, we will at least know that Congress will 
hear the pro-Israel community’s voice.

In order to advance this goal, the Friends of Israel Commit-
tee hosts at least five events per year on behalf of Republicans 
and Democrats who have been proven supporters of the U.S./
Israel alliance. 

The members of our committee all recognize that our com-
mitment to the alliance transcends our personal politics and 
we are therefore truly bi-partisan in our support of deserving 
members of both parties.

The events provide us an opportunity to meet intimately at 
people’s homes with members of the House and the Senate.  
The meetings are informative and at the same time they serve 
the purpose of letting these members of Congress how deeply 
committed our community is to Israel’s welfare.  It is our 
practice to invite students from the high school Israel advo-
cacy clubs and it has repeatedly been reported that the level 
of commitment and knowledge exhibited by these students 
makes a very deep impression on the members of Congress.  
Finally, when we combine our group’s contributions, it has 
a much greater impact than if everyone individually sent in 
their own contribution. If you are interested in further infor-
mation contact me - Marc Rohatiner at  
mrohatiner@wrslawyers.com.  

Israel



Celebrate Israel Festival

AIPAC 
Connected for Good, AIPAC Policy Conference 2019

AIPAC Policy Conference, boasting 18,000 participants, took 
place March 24-26 at the Washington Convention Center.  
The theme for the conference was Connected for Good, double 
entendre intended.  The speakers, who came from all corners 
of federal, state and Israeli government, declared that the US 
and Israel are bound by the same values and ideals. The two 
countries benefit each other in a symbiotic relationship with 
their desire to improve the world.

Looming over the conference was the ill feeling we had from 
Congresswoman Omar’s remarks shortly before the conference.  
Every leader, both Republican and Democrat, denounced her 
remarks without naming her directly. For example, House Ma-
jority Leader Steny Hoyer said to thunderous applause “there 
are 64 freshman Congressman, not three.” Both Congresswom-
an Pelosi and Senator Schumer disparaged all anti-Semitic 
remarks particularly those in the halls of Congress. Members 
of the administration also addressed the Conference including 
Vice President Pence, Secretary of State Michael Pompeo and 
the US Ambassador to Israel David Friedman.  All of them 
echoed strong US support for the State of Israel and the impor-
tance and permanency of the US-Israel relationship.

AIPAC continued to emphasize the bipartisan nature of and 
support for the US-Israel relationship.  To Congressman Hoy-
er’s point, some of those Democratic freshmen Congressional 
representatives spoke at the Conference together with some 
of their Republican colleagues. Each presentation showcased 
bipartisan representation.  For example, at the general plena-
ry sessions, either Democratic and Republican counterparts 
in Congress or the Senate were featured together or a major 
leader of one party was featured immediately before or after a 
major leader of the other party,

The Conference showcased Israel’s continued leadership in 
innovation and technology in the world.  There were presenta-
tions on Israel’s innovative techniques with water conservation 
and agriculture.  The AIPAC Village, on the lower level of the 
Convention Center, housed an array of displays showcasing 
Israel’s innovations, including.  There was also a place to do 
genetic testing with JScreen and experience virtual reality.  
The Village also showcased Israel’s advances in the medical 
arena including displays by Mogen Dovid Adom, United Hatzolah, 
the medical clowns of Hadassah Hospital and SpaceIL.

One of the highlights of the program was Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s speech which was delivered from Israel via a sat-
ellite link.  The Prime Minister had come to the United States 
to meet with President Trump and address the Conference.  
Unfortunately, he had to return to Israel before he addressed 
the conference because of the rocket attacks that were launched 
at and near Tel Aviv. 

The Conference provided for breakout sessions on numerous 
and varied topics relating to American politics and policies 
toward Israel, Israeli politics, politics regarding Arab countries, 
Israeli innovation and technology, media coverage and Jewish 
identity, among others.  The Conference enabled a deep dive 
into the alarming rise in anti-Semitism in the US and abroad.  
However, during the plenary sessions and break out sessions, 
all government officials in attendance declared their unwaver-
ing support for Israel and Israel’s right to defend herself.

Registration for the AIPAC Policy Conference scheduled for 
March 1-3 2020 is now open.  Early bird discounts are now 
available but will soon expire.  

-  Michele Weiss

AIPAC



Beth Jacob will be there for you to 
help celebrate your smachot and 

support you through your tough times

Graduates - You make us proud!
Talia Abel from Shalhevet High School

Madeline Bollag from Harkham Hillel Academy

Pnina Chaikin from SPIVAK Educational Center

Jonathan Dolgin from UCLA Law School

Rachel Elias from Stern College for Women

Reuven Feinstein from Gindi Maimonides Academy

Jake Fleshner from University of Michigan

David Frankel from UCLA Anderson

Alice Gerber from Jewish Montessori

Charlie Gerber from Jewish Montessori

Noam Goldberg from Yavneh

Hanna Gootin from YULA Girls High School

Sam Graber from Gindi Maimonides Academy

Alexa Heumann from Harkham Hillel Academy

Marisa Ann Holt, Masters from USC

Yaakov Y. Isenberg from Rosenberg Yeshiva New Jersey

Shimmy Kandel from CSUN

Josie Katzin from Jewish Montessori

Leo Kaye from LACES Magnet

Ella Keller from YULA Girls High School

Yael Kessler from UCLA

Michael Malc from USC

Elianna Mellon from Columbia University

Geoffrey Mellon on his License in Clinical Social Worker 
LCSW, MSW from Board of Behavioral Sciences

Hillel Nachimson from Harkham Hillel Academy

Ami Nelson from Shalhevet High School

Brian Orenshein from YULA Boys High School

Eden Pardau from Braddock Gifted Magnet  
Elementary School

Judah Pardau from Harkham Hillel Academy

Yaakov Perles from YULA Boys High School

Jenna Portnoy from Jewish Montessori

Taryn Rostovsky from Boston University

Bibi Samson from CSUN

Ariel Ezekiel-Sayegh from STEM 3 Academy

Dalya Silverstein from Bank Street College

Mia Sims from Harkham Hillel Academy

Barak Tessler from Cal State Northridge

Ayelet Topp from YULA Girls High School

Tzion Tureff from Temple Beth Am

Ross Turteltaub from De Toledo High School

Evan Weinreb from Robert H. Smith School of Business  
at the University of Maryland

Aaron Weinstock from Maimonides High School

Eli Weiss from Gindi Mamonides Academy



Jessie & Arik Gordon
Daughter of our members  

Esther Kandel & Jeff Kandel

Shana & Samuel Schectman
Daughter of our members  

Fraida & Jeff Gutovich

Eliana & Michael Malc
Young Professional Members

Avigail & Jonathan Bryn
Grandchild of our members 

 Linda & Richard Weiner

Rachel & Samuel Rhodes
Son of our members  

Karen and Robert Rhodes

Hayah & Simon Sedighpour
Daughter of our member Morris Rafie 

 Aviva Fink and Michael Goon
Daughter of our members 

Sarah and Steve Fink

Nava & Joseph Rubin
Young Professional Members

Rachel & Cary Kraft
Grandson of our member 

Leslie Klein

Mazel Tov to all our Chatanim & Kallot



Mothers and Daughters
Bond, have fun and learn together as you prepare to cele-
brate your milestone!

In ten sessions, led by Rebbetzin Jordana Topp, 5th and 6th 
grade girls study the extraordinary impact of Jewish women 
throughout the ages, from matriarchs to modern day leaders.

This fun-filled, hands-on, meaningful seminar connects bat 
mitzvah girls and their mothers to the chain across the gen-
erations through text study, drama, art and music. See flyer 
in Learn With Us section for dates and more info.

Tamar Rose       Rena Nissanoff Lila Kessler 
 

Mazel  Tov to our  Bat Mitzvah Girls

Emma Conzevoy 

Rachel Blum Arianna Richton  
 



                  Jonas Nissanoff Ezra BourkoffEitan Karz 

Yaakov Isenberg Menachem Gerstman

Ben Edidin

Noah Arnold 

Leo Kaye 

Aharon Topp 

Mazel  Tov to our  Bar Mitzvah Boys



Mazel Tov - Beth Jacob Babies

Welcome to the 

FamilyLivia Sarah Mouwes
Proud Parents: Jess & Samuel Mouwes 

Mazel  Tov - Beth Jacob Babies

Asher Thaison Zion 
Proud Parent: 

Lakeith Alsobrook

Aston Lee Monk
Proud Parents:  

Allegra & David Monk

Natanya Mellon
Proud Parents:  

Odeliah & Geoffrey Mellon

Caleb Judah Herskovitz
Proud Parents:  

Liora & Yoni Herskovitz

Eitan Javanfard
Proud Parents:  

Shira & Elan Javanfard

Leo Green
Proud Parents: Name

Akiva & Gavriel Posy 
Proud Parents:  

Dr. Hindi & Rabbi Adir Posy

Lily Jaclyn Kramer 
Proud Parents: 

Madeline & Daniel Kramer

Gidon David Brooks
Proud Parents:  

Alisa & Nathan Brooks

Jacob Baron
Proud Parents:  

Chanie & Eli Baron

Judah Frenkel
Proud Parents:  

Adena & Jordan Frenkel

William Leo Feinblum
Proud Parents:  

Deborah & Shawn Feinblum 

Leo Green 
Proud Parents:  

Mimi & Jake Green



Claire Abelson

Edward Abramson

Edgar Aftergood

Hanna Arfa

Etty Arnall

Greta Bayer

Merrill Bonar

Brenda Ness Copper

Rabbi Tzemach Cunin

Pircha Danino

Simi Elkarat

Ellen Kaye Eber

Jake Farber

Helena Fixler

Margaret Feder

Marvin Garfinkel

Harry Grossman

Gertrude Horowitz

Mildred Kessler

Sonia Kaplan Korelnek

Rebecca Loboda

Geraldine Malamed

Ben Mark

Jack Nagel

Sandy Orenshein

Avner Pinsker

Dorothy Raphael

Lawrence Raphael

Jerome Schechter

Noah Scheinfeld

Harry Schwartz

Homer Osher Shapiro

Dr. Edwin Simon

Rena Slomovic

Stanley Sober

Naftali Sofer

Sol Teichman

Annette Walt

Sylvia Weinberg

Ida Weinstock

Peter Weintraub

Miriam Wexler

Elsa Wirtheimer

Remembering our Dearly Departed

Beth Jacob Congregation has cemetery property for sale at:  
• Mount Sinai Memorial Park in Simi Valley - 33 left
• Home of Peace Memorial Park in Whittier - 2 left

• Eden Memorial Park in Mission Hills - 3 left 
• Eretz HaChaim Cemetery in Beit Shemesh, Israel - Sold Out

This property may be purchased in 
convenient monthly terms

Please contact Benny Adler at  
310-278-1911 for more information

d

Planning  Ahead



Gmar 
Chatima Tova

May you be Inscribed in the Book of Life




