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HIDDEN WOMEN IN THE BIBLE
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The Women in the Book of Ruth

1. Summary of the Book

During the time of the Judges when there was a famine, an Israelite family from Bethlehem — Elimelech, his wife Naomi,
and their sons Mahlon and Chilion — emigrated to the nearby country of Moab. Elimelech died, and the sons married
two Moabite women: Mahlon married Ruth and Chilion married Orpah.

After about ten years, the two sons of Naomi also died in Moab. Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem. She told her
daughters-in-law to return to their own mothers and remarry. Orpah reluctantly left; however, Ruth said, "But Ruth
replied, “Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not follow you. For wherever you go, | will go; wherever you
lodge, | will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, | will die, and there | will be
buried. Thus and more may the LORD do to me if anything but death parts me from you.” (Ruth 1:16-17)

The two women returned to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest, and in order to support her mother-in-
law and herself, Ruth went to the fields to glean. As it happened, the field she went to belonged to a man named Boaz,
who was kind to her because he had heard of her loyalty to her mother-in-law. Ruth told Naomi of Boaz's kindness, and
she gleaned in his field through the remainder of barley and wheat harvest.

Boaz was a close relative of Naomi's husband's family. He was therefore obliged by the Levirate law to marry Mahlon's
widow, Ruth, in order to carry on his family's inheritance. Naomi sent Ruth to the threshing floor at night and told her
"When he lies down, note the place where he lies down, and go over and uncover his feet and lie down. He will tell you
what you are to do.” (Ruth 3:4). Ruth did so. Boaz asked her who she was, and she replied: "“Who are you?” he asked.
And she replied, “I am your handmaid Ruth. Spread your robe over your handmaid, for you are a redeeming kinsman.”
(3:9) Boaz blessed her and agreed to do all that is required, and he noted that, "all the elders of my town know what a
fine woman you are." (3:11) He then acknowledged that he was a close relative, but that there was one who was closer,
and she remained in submission at his feet until she returned into the city in the morning.

Early that day, Boaz went to the city gate to meet with the other male relative before the town elders. The unnamed
relative was unwilling to jeopardize the inheritance of his own estate by marrying Ruth, and so relinquished his right of
redemption, thus allowing Boaz to marry Ruth. Boaz and Ruth were then married and had a son named Obed: who is
"the father of Jesse, the father of David" (Ruth 4:13-17)
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And Rabbi Yitzhak also says with regard to this passage: That very day when Ruth the Moabite came to Eretz n'n"2
Yisrael, the wife of Boaz died, i.e., from the moment of their arrival the possibility was created for Ruth’s eventual
marriage to Boaz. This explains the adage that people say: Before the deceased dies, the person who will next be in
"charge of his house arises, as in this case Boaz’s new wife, Ruth, arrived as his previous wife died.
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Apropos the story of Ruth the Gemara adds: Rabba bar Rav Huna says that Rav 01w yaw 78! NN VOW!' YINN
says: The judge Ibzan of Bethlehem ( Judges 12:8—10) is Boaz. The Gemara asks: What is he teaching us? The Gemara
explains that this comment is in accordance with the other statement of Rabba bar Rav Huna, as Rabba bar Rav Huna
says that Rav says: Boaz prepared one hundred and twenty feasts for his children at their weddings. As it is
stated, concerning Ibzan: “And he had thirty sons, and thirty daughters he sent abroad, and thirty daughters he
brought in from abroad for his sons. And he judged Israel seven years” (Judges 12:9). The verse indicates that he had
sixty children.
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And at each and every wedding he prepared for his children, he made two feasts, one in the house of the father of '
the groom and one in the house of the father-in-law of the groom. And he did not invite Manoah, the future father of
Samson, whose wife was barren (Judges 13:2) to any of them, as he said: It is not worth inviting him; he is a sterile
mule, how will he pay me back? Manoah will never invite me in return, as he has no children.
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all of the children of Ibzan died during his lifetime. And this explains the adage that people say: Why do you need
the sixty, the sixty children that you beget during your lifetime? Go to the trouble and beget one who will be more
diligent than sixty. This adage refers to Boaz, who had sixty children who died, and yet his last child, born from Ruth, is
his glory, as King David was born from this line.
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When the LORD your God brings you to the land that you are about to enter and possess, and He dislodges many nations
before you—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, seven nations much larger
than you—and the LORD your God delivers them to you and you defeat them, you must doom them to destruction:
grant them no terms and give them no quarter. You shall not intermarry with them: do not give your daughters to their
sons or take their daughters for your sons. For they will turn your children away from Me to worship other gods, and the
LORD’s anger will blaze forth against you and He will promptly wipe you out.
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No Ammonite or Moabite shall be admitted into the congregation of the LORD; none of their descendants, even in the
tenth generation, shall ever be admitted into the congregation of the LORD, because they did not meet you with food
and water on your journey after you left Egypt.
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When this was over, the officers approached me, saying, “The people of Israel and the priests and Levites have not
separated themselves from the peoples of the land whose abhorrent practices are like those of the Canaanites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. They have taken
their daughters as wives for themselves and for their sons, so that the holy seed has become intermingled with the
peoples of the land; and it is the officers and prefects who have taken the lead in this trespass.
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At that time they read to the people from the Book of Moses, and it was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite
might ever enter the congregation of God, since they did not meet Israel with bread and water, and hired Balaam
against them to curse them; but our God turned the curse into a blessing.
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For wherever you go, | will go; wherever you lodge, | will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God.
Where you die, | will die, and there | will be buried. Thus and more may the LORD do to me if anything but death parts
me from you.”
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And Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai would likewise say: Elimelech and his sons Mahlon and Chilion were prominent members
of their generation and were leaders of their generation. And for what reason were they punished? They were punished
because they left Eretz Yisrael to go outside of Eretz Yisrael, as it is stated concerning Naomi and Ruth: “And all the city
was astir concerning them, and the women said: Is this Naomi?” (Ruth 1:19). The Gemara asks: What is the meaning of
the phrase: “Is this Naomi”? How does this indicate that her husband and sons were punished for leaving Eretz Yisrael?
Rabbi Yitzhak says that the women said: Have you seen what befell Naomi, who left Eretz Yisrael for outside of Eretz
Yisrael? Not only did she not escape tribulations there, but she lost her status entirely.
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When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole city buzzed with excitement over them. The women said, “Can this be
Naomi?” “Do not call me Naomi,” she replied. “Call me Mara, for God has made my lot very bitter.
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and off she went. She came and gleaned in a field, behind the reapers; and, as luck would have it, it was the piece of
land belonging to Boaz, who was of Elimelech’s family
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Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen to me, daughter. Don’t go to glean in another field. Don’t go elsewhere, but stay here close to
my girls. Keep your eyes on the field they are reaping, and follow them. | have ordered the men not to molest you. And
when you are thirsty, go to the jars and drink some of [the water] that the men have drawn.”
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Naomi, her mother-in-law, said to her, “Daughter, | must seek a home for you, where you may be happy. Now there is
our kinsman Boaz, whose girls you were close to. He will be winnowing barley on the threshing floor tonight. So bathe,
anoint yourself, dress up, and go down to the threshing floor. But do not disclose yourself to the man until he has
finished eating and drinking. When he lies down, note the place where he lies down, and go over and uncover his feet
and lie down. He will tell you what you are to do.”
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In the middle of the night, the man gave a start and pulled back—there was a woman lying at his feet!
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He exclaimed, “Be blessed of the LORD, daughter! Your latest deed of loyalty is greater than the first, in that you have
not turned to younger men, whether poor or rich. And now, daughter, have no fear. | will do in your behalf whatever
you ask, for all the elders of my town know what a fine woman you are.
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Meanwhile, Boaz had gone to the gate and sat down there. And now the redeemer whom Boaz had mentioned passed
by. He called, “Come over and sit down here, So-and-so!” And he came over and sat down. Then [Boaz] took ten elders
of the town and said, “Be seated here”; and they sat down. He said to the redeemer, “Naomi, now returned from the
country of Moab, must sell the piece of land which belonged to our kinsman Elimelech. | thought | should disclose the
matter to you and say: Acquire it in the presence of those seated here and in the presence of the elders of my people. If
you are willing to redeem it, redeem! But if you will not redeem, tell me, that | may know. For there is no one to redeem
but you, and | come after you.” “I am willing to redeem it,” he replied. Boaz continued, “When you acquire the property
from Naomi and from Ruth the Moabite, you must also acquire the wife of the deceased, so as to perpetuate the name
of the deceased upon his estate.” The redeemer replied, “Then | cannot redeem it for myself, lest | impair my own
estate. You take over my right of redemption, for | am unable to exercise it.”
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And Boaz said to the elders and to the rest of the people, “You are witnesses today that | am acquiring from Naomi all
that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. | am also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the wife
of Mahlon, as my wife, so as to perpetuate the name of the deceased upon his estate, that the name of the deceased
may not disappear from among his kinsmen and from the gate of his home town. You are witnesses today.”
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All the people at the gate and the elders answered, “We are. May the LORD make the woman who is coming into your
house ...And may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah—through the offspring which the
LORD will give you by this young woman.”
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and the women neighbors gave him a name, saying, “A son is born to Naomi!” They named him Obed; he was the father
of Jesse, father of David.
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Naomi took the child and held it to her bosom. She became its foster mother



