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There was a man from Ramathaim of the Zuphites, in the hill country of Ephraim, whose name was Elkanah son of
Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2 He had two wives, one named Hannah and the other
Peninnah; Peninnah had children, but Hannah was childless. 3 This man used to go up from his town every year to
worship and to offer sacrifice to the LORD of Hosts at Shiloh.—Hophni and Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests
of the LORD there. 4 One such day, Elkanah offered a sacrifice. He used to give portions to his wife Peninnah and to
all her sons and daughters; 5 but to Hannah he would give one portion only—though Hannah was his favorite—for
the LORD had closed her womb. 6 Moreover, her rival, to make her miserable, would taunt her that the LORD had
closed her womb. 7 This happened year after year: Every time she went up to the House of the LORD, the other would
taunt her, so that she wept and would not eat. 8 Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Hannah, why are you crying and
why aren’t you eating? Why are you so sad? Am | not more devoted to you than ten sons?” 9 After they had eaten
and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose.—The priest Eli was sitting on the seat near the doorpost of the temple of the
LORD.— 10 In her wretchedness, she prayed to the LORD, weeping all the while. 11 And she made this vow: “O
LORD of Hosts, if You will look upon the suffering of Your maidservant and will remember me and not forget Your
maidservant, and if You will grant Your maidservant a male child, | will dedicate him to the LORD for all the days of
his life; and no razor shall ever touch his head.” 12 As she kept on praying before the LORD, Eli watched her mouth.
13 Now Hannah was praying in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice could not be heard. So Eli thought she
was drunk. 14 Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Sober up!” 15 And Hannah
replied, “Oh no, my lord! | am a very unhappy woman. | have drunk no wine or other strong drink, but | have been
pouring out my heart to the LORD. 16 Do not take your maidservant for a worthless woman; | have only been speaking
all this time out of my great anguish and distress.” 17 “Then go in peace,” said Eli, “and may the God of Israel grant
you what you have asked of Him.” 18 She answered, “You are most kind to your handmaid.” So the woman left, and
she ate, and was no longer downcast. 19 Early next morning they bowed low before the LORD, and they went back
home to Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah and the LORD remembered her. 20 Hannah conceived, and at the
turn of the year bore a son. She named him Samuel, meaning, “l asked the LORD for him.” 21 And when the man
Elkanah and all his household were going up to offer to the LORD the annual sacrifice and his votive sacrifice, 22
Hannah did not go up. She said to her husband, “When the child is weaned, | will bring him. For when he has appeared
before the LORD, he must remain there for good.” 23 Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Do as you think best. Stay
home until you have weaned him. May the LORD fulfill His word.” So the woman stayed home and nursed her son
until she weaned him. 24 When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with three bulls, one ephah of
flour, and a jar of wine. And though the boy was still very young, she brought him to the House of the LORD at Shiloh.
25 After slaughtering the bull, they brought the boy to Eli. 26 She said, “Please, my lord! As you live, my lord, | am the
woman who stood here beside you and prayed to the LORD. 27 It was this boy | prayed for; and the LORD has
granted me what | asked of Him. 28 I, in turn, hereby lend him to the LORD. For as long as he lives he is lent to the
LORD.” And they bowed low there before the LORD. And Hannah prayed: My heart exults in the LORD; | have
triumphed through the LORD. | gloat over my enemies; | rejoice in Your deliverance. 2 There is no holy one like the
LORD, Truly, there is none beside You; There is no rock like our God. 3 Talk no more with lofty pride, Let no arrogance
cross your lips! For the LORD is an all-knowing God; By Him actions are measured. 4 The bows of the mighty are
broken, And the faltering are girded with strength. 5 Men once sated must hire out for bread; Men once hungry hunger
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no more. While the barren woman bears seven, The mother of many is forlorn. 6 The LORD deals death and gives
life, Casts down into Sheol and raises up. 7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; He casts down, He also lifts high.
8 He raises the poor from the dust, Lifts up the needy from the dunghill, Setting them with nobles, Granting them seats
of honor. For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s; He has set the world upon them. 9 He guards the steps of His
faithful, But the wicked perish in darkness— For not by strength shall man prevail. 10 The foes of the LORD shall be
shattered; He will thunder against them in the heavens. The LORD will judge the ends of the earth. He will give power
to His king, And triumph to His anointed one. 11 Then Elkanah [and Hannah] went home to Ramah; and the boy
entered the service of the LORD under the priest Eli. 12 Now Eli’'s sons were scoundrels; they paid no heed to the
LORD. ..The sin of the young men against the LORD was very great, for the men treated the LORD’s offerings
impiously. 18 Samuel was engaged in the service of the LORD as an attendant, girded with a linen ephod... Eli would
bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD grant you offspring by this woman in place of the loan she made
to the LORD.” Then they would return home. 21 For the LORD took note of Hannah; she conceived and bore three
sons and two daughters. Young Samuel meanwhile grew up in the service of the LORD. 22 Now Eli was very old.
When he heard all that his sons were doing to all Israel... he said to them, “Why do you do such things? | get evil
reports about you from the people on all hands. 24 Don’t, my sons! But they ignored their father’s plea; for the LORD
was resolved that they should die....26 Young Samuel, meanwhile, grew in esteem and favor both with God and with
men.
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And Rav Yehuda said: This verse applies to the woman and her seven sons who died as martyrs for the sake of the
sanctification of God’s name. The incident occurred as follows: They brought in the first of the woman’s sons before
the emperor and said to him: Worship the idol. He said to them: | cannot do so, as it is written in the Torah: “l am the
Lord your God” (Exodus 20:2). They immediately took him out and killed him.
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And they then brought in another son before the emperor, and said to him: Worship the idol. He said to them: |
cannot do so, as it is written in the Torah: “You shall have no other gods beside Me” (Exodus 20:3). And so they
took him out and killed him. They then brought in yet another son before the emperor, and said to him: Worship the
idol. He said to them: | cannot do so, as it is written in the Torah: “He that sacrifices to any god, save to the Lord
only, he shall be utterly destroyed” (Exodus 22:19). And so they took him out and killed him.
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They then brought in another son, and said to him: Worship the idol. He said to them: | cannot do so, as it is written
in the Torah: “You shall not bow down to any other god” (Exodus 34:14). And so they took him out and killed him.
They then brought in yet another son, and said to him: Worship the idol. He said to them: | cannot do so, as it is
written in the Torah: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is One” (Deuteronomy 6:4). And so they took him
out and killed him.
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They then brought in another son, and said to him: Worship the idol. He said to them: | cannot do so, as it is written
in the Torah: “Know therefore this today, and consider it in your heart, that the Lord, He is God in heaven above and
upon the earth beneath; there is no other” (Deuteronomy 4:39). And so they took him out and killed him.
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They then brought in yet another son, and said to him: Worship the idol. He said to them: | cannot do so, as it is written
in the Torah: “You have avouched the Lord this day to be your God...and the Lord has avouched you this day to be a
people for His own possession” (Deuteronomy 26:17-18). We already took an oath to the Holy One, Blessed be He,
that we will not exchange Him for a different god, and He too has taken an oath to us that He will not exchange us for
another nation.
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It was the youngest brother who had said this, and the emperor pitied him. Seeking a way to spare the boy’s life, the
emperor said to him: | will throw down my seal before you; bend over and pick it up, so that people will say that he
has accepted the king’s authority [harmana]. The boy said to him: Woe [haval] to you, Caesar, woe to you, Caesar.
If you think that for the sake of your honor | should fulfill your command and do this, then for the sake of the honor of
the Holy One, Blessed be He, all the more so should | fulfill His command.
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As they were taking him out to be killed, his mother said to them: Give him to me so that | may give him a small kiss.
She said to him: My son, go and say to your father Abraham, You bound one son to the altar, but | bound seven altars.
She too in the end went up to the roof, fell, and died. A Divine Voice emerged and said: “A joyful mother of children”
(Psalms 113:9), as she raised her children to be devoted in their service of God.

TN N ININY TIT NTI¥XN
"IN 279N T, NYRA DR XM Nty nx Nt "

TR X"MY 7"
LMD AR TP N7 R

X"y X7 ,nDM
NN 799117 XN ...127 [1D'W X 779107 KON LL.NINT 'R 1NN YnwNn? X3'R XNIM2A XN270 nnd Xainn a0 nxt !
"...IN79N21 1717 NY2aN7 NIORY |NON ...I'MSWA

ar,a" ar nomy nin'sn NN mwn
AT NLLINYWY? ' 197 Ty 7120 1w nant MR NN D21 QWX 0TIV 'NA 1N UERE WU D XY T 17 oaw Xt
".IN7M1 RN NN 0TI WTIR U

X X"Inv

~-InYN NYRY T ANY DX N 7R D2-REDI7Y7 27 MmN Y (1)
IR NN 1D 7RINY INY DX KIPALR TNAENIN IDNRE DM NiognY? i (2)
[Aayn MING WK MIRY DX 7N D0 N779N0 D10 W X (1)

‘N7 DY INnYH DY TIRY RN DD YK 000D 7D N7 1InRReia DIx D2l (nd)

a,n"" nmv y"ax
ININD NN D ,7-X DYA DTR DY X' 'R NNNN 7R .NRW QUKD 07 111 D ,7-K DWW N INRPIL7-X MY DAnn xmy k"
".n23 0L (17,'T aTa) T-w Ny

A"y X7 np1Ma

90 NX 1VNYI'T DIV — "7V 7R YIN IR N9 DX 1TONY'T' INNIY LN 120 197 D070 nnim Rmw oty N k"

127 NN N7 MK ,0NYMY7 [0 AN TN INT PRINY INITN .0INYYI MY 10D IR Y[R X ,RR 7YY R N Ian
I?'[M2n _NWI' 2T M N7 AR RN 7 KNG R YT R InimeR Inwd A none [20nwm7 [0 AN Imny

N270 NN LN ,NINAK X7 1'9Y 1N NIRRT NWOYW N0NYY [XON ;N1IND NI 7K1 n7apm 12md 'oanon naenr’

17 72w 07 K 1A NDNY NAXIN NWRN R M ANIX XPENIN XTI DN QTN 120 192 0270 NNimin 721 ,IK |20 119)
"'mY779Nnn ntn wan X' N DNk .0t R0 7 200N K1YALDTWIVURT

.53

.54

.55

.56

.57

.58

.59



Sylvia & David Kellerman Beit Medrash Program

HIDDEN WOMEN IN THE BIBLE
with Chazan Arik Wollheim




