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And today | am weak, even though anointed king; those men, the sons of Zeruiah, are too savage for me. May the LORD
requite the wicked for their wickedness!”
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But the king said, “What has this to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? He is abusing [me] only because the LORD told
him to abuse David; and who is to say, ‘Why did You do that?"”
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But David said, “What has this to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah, that you should cross me today? Should a single
Israelite be put to death today? Don’t Iknow that today | am again king over Israel?”
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“Further, you know what Joab son of Zeruiah did to me, what he did to the two commanders of Israel’s forces, Abner
son of Ner and Amasa son of Jether: he killed them, shedding blood of war in peacetime, staining the girdle of his loins
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and the sandals on his feet with blood of war. So act in accordance with your wisdom, and see that his (Yoav’s) white
hair does not go down to Sheol in peace.
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Joab sent messengers to David and said, “I have attacked Rabbah and | have already captured the water city.
Now muster the rest of the troops and besiege the city and capture it; otherwise | will capture the city myself, and my
name will be connected with it.”
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Now Joab and his brother Abishai had killed Abner because he had killed their brother Asahel during the battle at
Gibeon.— David then ordered Joab and all the troops with him to rend their clothes, gird on sackcloth, and make lament
before Abner; and King David himself walked behind the bier. And so they buried Abner at Hebron; the king wept aloud
by Abner’s grave, and all the troops wept. And the king intoned this dirge over Abner, “Should Abner have died the
death of a churl? Your hands were not bound, Your feet were not put in fetters; But you fell as one falls Before
treacherous men!” And all the troops continued to weep over him. All the troops came to urge David to eat something
while it was still day; but David swore, “May God do thus to me and more if | eat bread or anything else before
sundown.” All the troops took note of it and approved, just as all the troops approved everything else the king did. That
day all the troops and all Israel knew that it was not by the king’s will that Abner son of Ner was killed. And the king said
to his soldiers, “You well know that a prince, a great man in Israel, has fallen this day. And today | am weak, even though
anointed king; those men, the sons of Zeruiah, are too savage for me. May the LORD requite the wicked for their
wickedness!”
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Jesse begot Eliab his first-born, Abinadab the second, Shimea the third, Nethanel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, Ozem the
sixth, David the seventh; their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. The sons of Zeruiah: Abishai, Joab, and Asahel, three.
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Abner’s Murder
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Joab went to the king and said, “What have you done? Here Abner came to you; why did you let him go? Now he has
gotten away! Don’t you know that Abner son of Ner came only to deceive you, to learn your comings and goings and to
find out all that you are planning?” Joab left David and sent messengers after Abner, and they brought him back from
the cistern of Sirah; but David knew nothing about it. When Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside within the
gate to talk to him privately; there he struck him in the belly. Thus [Abner] died for shedding the blood of Asahel, Joab’s
brother.
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Yoav’s curse (by David)
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May [the guilt] fall upon the head of Joab and all his father’s house. May the house of Joab never be without someone
suffering from a discharge or an eruption, or a male who handles the spindle, or one slain by the sword, or one lacking
bread.”—
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Uriah’s killing
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He wrote in the letter as follows: “Place Uriah in the front line where the fighting is fiercest; then fall back so that he
may be killed.” So when Joab was besieging the city, he stationed Uriah at the point where he knew that there were able
warriors. The men of the city sallied out and attacked Joab, and some of David’s officers among the troops fell; Uriah the

Hittite was among those who died.
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Rebellion of Sheva Ben Bichri
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Joab replied, “Far be it, far be it from me to destroy or to ruin! Not at all! But a certain man from the hill country of

Ephraim, named Sheba son of Bichri, has rebelled against King David. Just hand him alone over to us, and | will withdraw

from the city.” The woman assured Joab, “His head shall be thrown over the wall to you.” The woman came to all the
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people with her clever plan; and they cut off the head of Sheba son of Bichri and threw it down to Joab. He then
sounded the horn; all the men dispersed to their homes, and Joab returned to the king in Jerusalem.
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Rebellion of Absalom
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When the news reached Joab, he fled to the Tent of the LORD and grasped the horns of the altar—for Joab had sided with
Adonijah, though he had not sided with Absalom.
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Yoav’s Burial
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So Benaiah son of Jehoiada went up and struck him down. And he was buried at his home in the wilderness.
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