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From Our Rabbi
It is odd for me to contemplate that this is the last Review article I will 
write as your rabbi.  For while my formal tenure at Oheb Shalom may be 
coming to an end, the connection between us will endure.  Th roughout 
the past 23 years, we have shared a great deal.  We have lived the Jewish 
year together, celebrating the holidays and experiencing and enjoying the 
rhythm of Jewish time.  We have celebrated Shabbat together through 
prayer, music and, of course, food.  We have marked special days and 
moments that are key to Jewish identity, both joyous and solemn.  We 

have celebrated the miracle of the modern State of Israel together, stood up for important 
causes together, and faced the world together at its best and its worst, through times of elation 
and times of fear.  We have learned together and grown together.  We have been part of 
each other’s lives not only as a community but as individuals, sharing in happy times and 
diffi  cult times, dancing together and mourning together.  Th ese moments of life shared 
between us will remain with me in the years that lie ahead, and I hope they will for you as 
well.  I will cherish the time we have spent together as a community and will forever remain 
grateful that you looked to me to help and guide you in building and exploring Jewish life, 
and in navigating the diffi  cult and challenging moments that life presents to us all.  While my 
tenure is ending, the connection between us will surely remain an important part of my life.
Th e relationship between a congregation and its rabbi is unique.  A rabbi has an opportunity 
to make a positive impact on the lives of his/her congregants and, in so doing, help to make 
the Jewish world just a bit stronger and more vibrant.  Th e rabbi’s role is to represent the 
Jewish tradition and fi nd ways to make it relevant and meaningful to the members of his/her 
community.  But the future of Judaism does not lie with the rabbi as much as it does with the 
congregation.  It is your sacred task to nurture and grow our traditions, our teachings, and 
our values to ensure that Oheb Shalom, the wider Jewish community and the Jewish world 
remain strong and vital.  All a rabbi can do is to teach and inspire—the rest is up to you.  I 
have every confi dence that our Jewish tradition is well placed in your hands, that you will 
take the Jewish way of life seriously for yourselves, your children, and those who are to come.

As I take my life in a new 
direction, I leave you with 
these words of blessing, 
paraphrased from the 
Talmud (Berakhot 17a):
May you see your world 
enhanced and made even 
more glorious, may you 
benefi t from all the good in 
the world that you and others 
do, and may you strive to 
leave the world a better place 
than you found it.  May your 

hope be sustained for many generations.  May your heart meditate understanding, your mouth 
speak wisdom, and your tongue whisper words of praise.  May your eyes refl ect the light of 
Torah, and your face radiate the brightness of the fi rmament.  May your lips speak knowledge, 
and may you rejoice in holiness, and your feet run to do good all the days of your life.

Kein Yehi Ratzon…may good things happen for Oheb Shalom Congregation and you, its 
members, for all the days and years that are to come.
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Cantor's Corner

Sunday, May 16 • Erev Shavuot/Tikun Leyl Shavuot
As we did last year, our Jewish community will come together for a very special 
multi-congregation event for the eve of Shavuot. This will be an evening of virtual 
learning and prayer, led by cantors and rabbis in our area. After pre-registering, 
you’ll be sent ZOOM links for each event. This allows us to know who is joining us.

What: COMMUNITY TIKKUN LEIL SHAVUOT
When: Sunday, May 16, starting at 8PM
Where: On ZOOM

Monday, May 17
• 9:45 AM - Congregational Service on Zoom

Watch your Oheb email for a schedule 
of the elements of the service.

Tuesday, May 18
• 9:45 AM - Congregational Service on Zoom

Yizkor recited
Watch your Oheb email for a schedule 
of the elements of the service.

Here are two young-ish clergy in 2001…having a blast on Purim eve, creating and re-creating the traditions 
of Oheb Shalom.  At the time of this photo, their children are all under the age of bar mitzvah, and their 
eldest sons have become friends in school.  Of course, there are always challenges in synagogue life, but the 
mood of the congregation is optimistic as this new rabbi re-invigorates our Israel programs and sends teens 
on trips, works to energize the Religious School, and brings in impressive speakers for our Adult Ed series.  
He is a modern, hands-on rabbi, doing everything from making fl yers to stewing cholent.

He harmonizes beautifully, and can lead a shabbat service and 
chant Torah with ease.  In a few years, my Chicago family will 

need me to be present for my father, and this thoughtful man will cover many 
weekday and shabbat services, so I can be where I am most needed.  A few years 
aft er that, when his own father, a gentle and beautiful neshama, comes to live nearby, 
my eyes mist to watch their tender relationship.

Shul life is 24/7, but this dedicated Rabbi and Amy raise fi ve children who are loyal 
to one another and are a joy to see in shul.  I have watched them grow into such 
mentschlich young men; they will always be dear to me.

Th at is what I think when I see this snapshot in time.  Rabbi Cooper, we have shared 
the privilege of shepherding a remarkable congregation together.  Th ough we take 
our physical leave of this beloved community, I know that we will continue to care 
deeply for the people who have cast their lot with Oheb Shalom.  May we share more 
joys than sorrows in the many years to come, and may we meet back in this sacred 
space to celebrate the beautiful people who have been our partners in this story.

— Cantor Erica Lippitz
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Wow!  23 years is a long time…almost a quarter of a century. Rabbi Cooper has been the master 
knotter, helping to weave the intricate pattern that makes up the fabric of our strong community. 
With the third-longest tenure of all of our eleven Rabbis in our history, he is one of the key links that 
connects us with our founders from 1860.

With such a long tenure, it is impossible to encapsulate his accomplishments or what he has meant 
to this community in the space allotted. Rather, I want to discuss three of the key pillars of his 
rabbinate: Israel, education and children.

Rabbi Cooper’s passion for Israel was evident from the day he started. He was the driving force behind the Israeli Aff airs 
Committee. Whether it was annual Israeli programming (including singing groups like Shira NYC or comedians like Joel 
Chasnoff ), the periodic Israel bond drives, or his energetic leadership of Oheb’s participation in the Israeli Day parade, he strived 
to make sure that Israel was a major focus of our community. Looking back, two programs stand out as highlights:

• Th e Cultural Celebration of Israel: Working closely with Orlie and Richard Prince (and others), this program, which ran 
in 2001-2005, during the Second Intifada, bought prominent singers – Neshama Carlbach and Yoel Sharabi among others 
– to Greater Metrowest. It had over 5,000 participants annually. Additionally, a guide for helping Israel was created and 
distributed nationally.

• Build Jerusalem: A highly successful family day event in Murnick Hall where families recreated the cityscape of Jerusalem
 by assembling over 70,000 Lego pieces.

He led two successful Congregational trips to Israel, during which even stronger bonds were formed among our congregants, as 
well as between our congregation and Israel. He also led a teen trip to Israel, as well.  

Besides programming, Rabbi Cooper delivered many passionate sermons on the High Holidays on the centrality of Israel as a 
Jewish state. He was always available for nuanced discussions on Israeli/Palestinian relations and could be seen on many First 
Fridays holding impromptu Israeli political discussions.

Lastly, he also has shown his love for Israel through annual trips with Amy and himself, and now with an apartment on the 
outskirts of Jerusalem. As two of their fi ve children permanently live there, he will be spending even more time in Israel.

Rabbi Cooper oversaw several generations of adult education, including the latest version, Lifelong Learning. Whether it was 
energizing the lay leadership to create compelling programming or fi nding inspiring outside speakers, Rabbi Cooper would 
always push Oheb Shalom to be at the cutting edge. Additionally, his Wednesday morning study sessions aft er minyan were 
always well attended. He was always interested in educational innovation and was an early adopter of internet/zoom-based study 
programs.

With respect to children’s education, he established Oheb’s cutting edge ETGAR program, which inspired teens for several years 
to continue their post-b’nai mitzvah education. Led fi rst by Rabbi Michael Fel and then others, ETGAR organized well-attended 
trips to New Orleans, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington and Nashville.

President's Message

...continued on next page
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Lastly, Rabbi Cooper led innovations in children’s education, including a joint venture with Beth El that created the Academy of 
Jewish Studies. Th is type of collaboration between synagogues was relatively rare at the time (and still is), and Rabbi Cooper was 
viewed as being ahead of his time. 

A father of fi ve boys and now a proud grandparent of three, Rabbi Cooper had a great way with children. It was a striking 
image—a 6’1” fi gure walking with 3’0" tall three-year-olds—but you could regularly fi nd him in the MFPS reading to the toddlers 
or in the hallways talking with the children from Zeman. His natural rapport with children of all ages led to two successful family 
retreats that helped to instill a love of Judaism at Camp Ramah in our children. Speaking of Camp Ramah, he was an unfl inching 
advocate for Jewish summer experiences and he spent many summers in Nyack. He also shepherded over 330 b’nai mitzvah 
children with their D’vrei Torah, helping them to learn fi rst-hand how the Torah is an ever-living document with insights 
available for all.

So, how to honor a man who has been here since the turn of the century? We are establishing the Rabbi Mark Cooper 
endowment to help perpetuate these themes of his Rabbinate. Th e annual income from this endowment will go to fund Israeli 
programming in MFPS and the Zeman school. If there is any income aft er such funding, it would go towards funding adult 
Israeli programming. We have raised over $50,000 so far and we are continuing to raise the funds for the endowment through the 
ad journal for his May 15th celebration and through contributions. If you are interested in contributing, please contact the offi  ce 
or me.

Th e success of a Rabbi is not what he/she did but the impact on his congregation. To see Rabbi Cooper’s impact, just look 
around. We are strong—yes, #OhebStrong—in a large part due to his continued eff orts, caring, and devotion over the past 23 
years. Rabbi Cooper has left  an impact on all of us. We wish Amy and him well in all their future endeavors.
With deep appreciation and gratitude,

— Paul Schechner, President

Weekday minyans meet at 8:00 am and Sunday minyans meet at 9:00 am with the exception of the following dates:

Morning Minyan

JOIN US
VIRTUALLY!

Daily Zoominyan 
Mon-Fri @ 8:00 AM, 

Sun @ 9:00 AM 
https://zoom.us/j/9737627067 

Check your email for the password.

Shabbat Candle 
Lighting Times
MAY
May 7  ......................7:41 pm
May 14  ....................7:48 pm
May 21  ....................7:55 pm
May 28  ....................8:01 pm

JUNE
June 4  ......................8:06 pm
June 11  ...................8:10 pm
June 18  ...................8:13 pm
June 25  ...................8:14 pm
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Our B'nai Mitzvah
J o r d a n  M a g i d  • M a y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 1
My name is Jordan Rebecca Magid and I’m so excited for my Bat Mitzvah!  I’m 12 years old and have grown 
up at Oheb Shalom.  I’ve been a member of Cantor Riki’s youth choir (with some great friends!) and I’ve had 
a lot of fun giving out name tags and greeting people when we had First Friday Shabbats. 
I’m in 7th grade at the Maplewood Middle School and I love math, reading and science.  I started taking golf 
lessons this year (I love it!) and I really enjoy skiing with my family.  Some of my other favorite sports are 
swimming, volleyball, cycling, and skateboarding.

We’ve got a new puppy that I’ve been wanting for years!  His name is Kona and he’s an 8-month old Australian Labradoodle.
One of the best parts of my Bat Mitzvah is that it’s on the same day as my Grampy’s 85th Birthday!

J o n a t h a n  C o o k  •  M a y  2 9 ,  2 0 2 1
I'm Jonathan Cook and I exist.  I'm in 7th grade at Maplewood Middle School and spend my time at virtual 
school complaining about being virtual -- while celebrating a school commute of 20 seconds (I timed 
it).  I am a bookworm, theater kid, and Gamer.  My fruit obsession addiction has reached fever pitch in 
quarantine; it has gotten to the point where if you want an orange in my house, you need to do so before the 
Instacart order has made it inside.  You will also routinely fi nd me singing Hamilton. Once my Grandma 
texted one line of You'll Be Back, and I texted back the entire rest of the song. 
I have the cutest thing ever created for a 5-year-old sister (Aviva), the world’s best lemonade-making 10-year-

old sister (Shira), and a 17-year-old doggo (Chipotle Jack).
I'm excited for my Bar Mitzvah, although for some reason the plans seemed to have changed.  Something about some virus and 
pandemic? Whatever, I'm still excited!

B l a k e  G e l w a r g  •  J u n e  5 ,  2 0 2 1
Hello, my name is Blake Gelwarg. I am in 7th grade at Liberty Middle School in West Orange.  My parents 
are Jared and Stephanie.  I have a younger sister, Sari.  My favorite subject in school is math.  I play basketball 
and I did gymnastics for almost 9 years.  I recently started lacrosse as well.  I play clarinet in school and I 
used to play fl ute.  In my free time I play roblox or go on my trampoline.  I also hangout with my friends a 
bunch and I go to Pine Forest sleep away camp in the summers. 
I am excited to become a Bat Mitzvah on June 5th.

E m m a  L e r n e r  •  J u n e  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1
My name is Emma Jules Lerner and I am in the 7th grade at South Orange Middle School in South Orange.  
My favorite activities include soft ball, biking, cooking and making desserts—especially homemade chocolate 
mousse with whipped cream and chocolate shavings.  My favorite subjects include math and science.  I love 
trying new bakeries, looking for new recipes to cook at home and then sharing them with my family and 
friends.  During the pandemic, I have oft en given away the treats that I bake at home to hungry people, 
because there are a lot many more hungry people now.  

I am happy to become a Bat Mitzvah because it feels connecting to my relatives and my extended family.  I am grateful to Rabbi 
Cooper and Cantor Rikki who have tutored and guided me patiently in this journey.

D y l a n  P a r k s  •  J u n e  1 9 ,  2 0 2 1
Hello, my name is Dylan Parks. I’m in 7th grade and currently attend Chatham Day School.  My parents are 
Josh and Stephanie Parks and I have younger twin brothers, Tanner and Zachary, who are almost 10. 
In my free time, when I’m not preparing for my Bat Mitzvah, I love to draw and paint, write stories, and 
spend time outside. I also love to ski and travel, and I attend a hiking camp in Colorado in the summer. 
I’m looking forward to becoming a Bat Mitzvah and continuing to be a part of the Oheb community.
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Mickey Fried Preschool

Zeman School

Th e staff  and students of Mickey Fried Preschool has so many great memories of Rabbi Cooper! We will never forget how 
he welcomed us to school at the start of every year, sang songs with us on Shabbat (“Put the chicken in the pot, stir it up, nice 
and hot!”), and best of all, led our Purim Parade Celebration – in full costume! His spirit and sense of humor will never be 
forgotten. All of us at Mickey Fried Preschool wish Rabbi Cooper the very best as he enters the next chapter of his life! 

— Sloane Goldstein, Director

Th roughout his tenure at Oheb Shalom, Rabbi Cooper has prioritized education in his rabbinate and for our congregation. 
Beginning my fi rst week at Oheb Shalom, Rabbi Cooper was excited to meet and share his ideas and vision for the school. 
Firm in his dedication and yet gentle enough to see other points of view he has been an incredible thought partner in 
creating a Zeman School environment of which we can all be proud. His care for our students and school will be missed.

Here are some thoughts from past Zeman Board chairs:
I always picture Rabbi Cooper blowing the shofar on the fi rst morning of religious school every year. When I served on 
the Zeman board, it was a privilege to see him sounding a metaphoric shofar, too -- championing the school and calling 
attention to eff ective and immersive educational models for our kids. His enthusiasm and creativity extended to all ages; my 
kids still talk about the Megillah reading when he came dressed as Olaf, and the preschoolers swarmed him!

— Michelle Nagler

Rabbi Cooper always had a great connection with the kids and they love being around him. I remember that they always 
enjoyed his stories and that he was always able to capture them in great discussions no matter what is the topic.

— Taly Schwarzer

���� ������
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HELP CONGRATULATE OUR GRADUATES !

FRIDAY, JUNE 4

@ 6:30 PM
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Sisterhood

We at Miriam Sisterhood want to wish you well, Rabbi.  Th ank 
you for “coming by” and saying “Hello” when we are having 
a meeting. You supported Torah Fund, our Women’s League 
philanthropy project, every year by donating, promoting it at 
services, and speaking at our events. Back when we had Donor 
Luncheons, you were there. Th ank you for supporting Miriam 
Sisterhood, giving us advice on halacha, supporting the Judaica 
Shop and our activities. You were always there with a listening 
ear when we visited you in your offi  ce and had to discuss topics 
of concern.  You posed with a couple of our Handbags that 
we were off ering as prizes for Designer Bag Bingo. Th ey went 
well with your outfi t! And thank you for participating in our 
Sisterhood Shabbat. We missed you this year.

As you embark on this next chapter, we want to say this, “As 
God blessed our ancestors on their journeys, so may you be 
blessed as you embark on the journey of your retirement. May 
you fi nd rest and challenge, quiet and adventure. May you be 
sustained by the achievements of your work life and inspired by 
the possibilities of what lies ahead. May you allow yourself to 
experience silence and rest, and may you open yourself to the 
new music that may emerge from that silence.”

With warm regards,

— Sheila Kaufman, Miriam Sisterhood President

2000 Donor Luncheon. Ruth Shapiro and Rabbi Cooper.

2008 Torah Fund Event honoring Cantor Lippitz. Cantor Henry 
Rosenblum, Sheila Kaufman, Cantor Lippitz, Rabbi Cooper.

2008, Rabbi Cooper speaking 
at Garden State Region, 
WLCJ Torah Fund Event 

hosted by Miriam Sisterhood.

2014, Rabbi speaking at 
Miriam Sisterhood 
Torah Fund Event.

2018. Rabbi posing with our winning handbags for 
Miriam Sisterhood’s Designer Bag Bingo.
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For May/June 2021
Life Cycle Events

Condolences To:
Ronald and Arlene Silikovitz, 
 on the passing of Ron’s Sister, Ina Burwasser
Stan and Inessa Speigelman, 
 on the passing of Inessa’s Aunt, Ella Shusterman

May Milestone Birthday Wishes To:
Sandra Speizer - Abeles Phyllis Keil
Sivonne Altschuler Mindy Sinyak
Andrew Bary Richard Slutzky
Howard Cooperman Michelle Tattenbaum
Bernard Friedland Barbara Zinbarg
Doris Hillson Walter Zweifl er
Daniel Jacobs

June Milestone Birthday Wishes To:
Gloria Aaron Michael Radine
Brenda Amarant Alba Rovira-Paoli
Lorraine Blum Era Sidanova
Jane Feldman Stanley Strauss
Rachel Kruskal Larisa Treyster
Brian Mechlowicz Jeanne Unger
Mehrdad Motamed Judith Weisfuse
Michelle Nagler

May Milestone Anniversaries:
William and Esther Brown
Louis Piels and Jane Gooen-Piels
Burt and Mada Liebman
Morgan and Allison Stone
Babette and Bruce Tenzer

June Milestone Anniversaries:
Robert and Natalie Berson
Frederick and Margery Cohen
Michael Ehrenreich and Rebecca Gelman
Michelle Tattenbaum and Neil Ginsberg
Robert and Renee Kahn
Erwin and Shari Mevorah
David and Faina Nachevnik
Karen and Bruce Pomerantz
Laurie and Albert Richman
Ronald and Arlene Silikovitz
Richard and Alyson Slutzky
Robert and Miriam Sochor
Rita and Elliott Stein
Judith Weisfuse and Michael Wax
Saul and Roberta Wolfe

Life Cycle Event Notices
To ensure that important life cycle events are included in Th e Review, please contact the offi  ce to share the news. 

Th is includes information about your (or someone else’s) birthday, anniversary, marriage, birth, death, etc.
If you would like someone’s name on the Misheberach list, 

please email the Rabbi with all the information at Rabbi@ohebshalom.org.

Support 
Oheb Shalom Congregation.

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, Amazon donates.
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Honoring Rabbi Mark Cooper on His Retirement and Approving 
His Appointment as Rabbi Emeritus

WHEREAS, Rabbi Mark Cooper has dedicated his life to furthering the spiritual and personal growth of Jews and the Jewish 
community growth since his ordination at the Jewish Th eological Seminary in 1985; and 

WHEREAS,  following his ordination, Rabbi Cooper served Temple Israel of Natick, Massachusetts, where he worked closely 
with Rabbi Harold Kushner, and Temple Beth Ahm in Aberdeen, New Jersey; and 

WHEREAS, Rabbi Cooper brought his experience and his passion for Torah and for the Jewish people to Oheb Shalom 
Congregation beginning in 1998 and continuing through June 30, 2021; and

WHEREAS, throughout his tenure, Rabbi Cooper has promoted the ideals of Jewish living and a Jewish life as an example for 
the Congregation; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi Cooper has inspired us all to pursue greater engagement with Judaism, deeper understanding of Jewish 
teachings, personal journeys of Jewish spirituality and a hands- on approach to Tikkun Olam; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi Cooper’s commitment to Israel has kept the Holy Land foremost in our minds and strengthened the bonds 
between it and our community,

WHEREAS, Rabbi Cooper’s leadership has strengthened and sustained Oheb Shalom Congregation throughout his tenure 
and enabled us to reach our 161st anniversary this year; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi Cooper is also a certifi ed Mohel and has enabled numerous families within and outside our Congregation 
to celebrate the mitzvah of Brit Milah and to continue the 5,000 year history of the Jewish people; and  

WHEREAS, aft er 36 years of exemplary service and dedication as a Rabbi, including 23 years in the pulpit of Oheb Shalom 
Congregation, where he has been our spiritual guidepost, our leader and our mentor for countless Jewish journeys, Rabbi 
Mark Cooper has decided to retire as Rabbi of Oheb Shalom Congregation as of June 30, 2021 but to continue serving the 
Jewish people as an Emergency Medical Technician, as well as a life coach; and

WHEREAS, Rabbi Cooper intends to enjoy the passage of time with his wife Amy, herself the National Ramah Director, his 
children Rabbi Eitan, Joshua, Yoni, Benjamin and Aaron, his daughters-in-law Dita, Nina and Erica, his grandchildren Noam 
and Itai and friends.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of Oheb Shalom Congregation, on behalf of the 
Congregation, wishes to acknowledge publicly and permanently its deepest gratitude to Rabbi Mark Cooper for his commitment 
and leadership to the Congregation and the Jewish community and wishes him a long, healthy, and meaningful life.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in recognition of his many years of service and commitment to 
the Congregation, on the occasion of his retirement Rabbi Mark Cooper is hereby appointed Rabbi Emeritus of Oheb Shalom 
Congregation, and to be so recognized on offi  cial Congregation materials and website.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution is included in the permanent minutes of this Board 
and offi  cial documents of Oheb Shalom Congregation, that it be published in the Congregation’s Review and that copies be 
given to Rabbi Cooper to share with members of his family.

Approved: April 19, 2021 Location: Oheb Shalom Congregation
   170 Scotland Road
   South Orange, NJ 07079

President: Paul Schechner Secretary: Matthew Safer

Resolution
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MAY 15 , 2021 • 9 :45 AM

Please Record A Tribute!
We are creating a video montage (or

"Tribute" ) for Rabbi Cooper. This wi l l be
an unforgettable gift that shares our

col lect ive love and appreciat ion.
https : / /www.tribute.co/rabbi-cooper/

A specia l Shabbat morning service
fol lowed by

a fabulous boxed lunch outside.

Please RSVP:
http:/ /bit . ly/cooper2021

This service wil l a lso be l ive-streamed
on our YouTube Channel :

youtube.com/c/OhebShalomNJ

OHEB SHALOM CONGREGATION
170 SCOTLAND ROAD, SOUTH ORANGE



12

Rabbi Mark Cooper

A
ft er more than two decades of an ongoing conversation 
between us, I recently sat down (virtually, of course) to fi nd 
out what is next for my friend and our rabbi, Mark Cooper. 

Th e fi rst thing I learned is that he doesn’t own a rocking chair. 
In fact, he doesn’t even own a recliner. Th is doesn’t surprise me; 
sitting still is not something that comes easily to Rabbi Cooper. 
While our rabbi may be retiring 
from the position of being a 
congregational rabbi, he intends 
for the next stage of his career to 
be very active. He’s going to build 
on the many aspects of what he’s 
enjoyed most about being a congregational rabbi; he’ll just being 
taking on these beloved aspects in a diff erent shape or with a 
diff erent, broader focus.

Rabbi Cooper plans to continue his work as a mohel, for all of the 
reasons he’s enjoyed the work for years: it extends his work as a 
rabbi. Presiding at a simcha, giving parents advice on being Jewish 
parents, framing a Jewish moment not only for the parents 
their family but for all in attendance, making Judaism relevant 
to an important life event – all of these elements to a brit milah 
are at the heart of what Rabbi Cooper loves to do. Being retired 
from congregational obligations will allow him to extend 
his work as a mohel beyond the tri-state area; because Rabbi 
Cooper and his wife Amy have an apartment in Jerusalem, 
once we are past the pandemic, he will be able to provide his 
services to members of Masorti congregations in Europe, 
including Berlin, Paris and maybe even in Eastern Europe. I 
asked him if there is a call for Masorti mohelim in Israel and it 
turns out that there is, due to a small but growing population 
that is looking for non-Orthodox rituals. 

Th e Coopers are looking forward to being able to spend more time 
in Israel on a regular basis, once the pandemic is over and the next 
stage of Rabbi Cooper’s career begins. We all know how important 
Israel is to Rabbi Cooper as well as to Amy, but they’d likely only 
be frequent visitors if it weren’t for the fact that two of their fi ve 
sons live in Israel as well. It makes having a home in Israel make 
much more sense than staying in hotels. On the other hand, there 
are still three Coopers here in the States! So, it’s also important to 
Rabbi Cooper to have a base here in the U.S., especially because of 
his two grandchildren (and one more on the way, soon!)

Another aspect of the rabbinate that has been important to Rabbi 
Cooper is serving as a counselor to people, especially at major 
moments in their lives. He plans on expanding that area by 
becoming a certifi ed life coach. You might ask, “But he’s been a 

rabbi for over three decades, why a life coach?” (At least, that’s 
what I asked him!) Rabbi Cooper’s answer is characteristically 
thoughtful and enlightening. Rabbis are trained to help people 
when it comes to matters of their faith and how that faith may 
be tested during moments of diffi  culty in relationships, during 
bereavement, even where faith fi ts in encountering life’s happy 

moments, such as an engaged 
couple or when a baby is born. 
Inevitably, such moments go 
beyond matters of faith and Rabbi 
Cooper wants to continue to work 
with people who want to make 

their lives better when confronting challenges. 

And one more activity is on an already crowded list for someone 
who is supposed to be retiring. Rabbi Cooper is training to 
become an EMT, an emergency medical technician. He is doing 
his training in New York City but will also be pursuing this work 
with Magen David Adom in Jerusalem. It’s part of his urge to help 
others, and also touches on a childhood thought of becoming a 
surgeon, a little way of exploring “the road not taken.”

It’s a good thing that Rabbi Cooper has a long list of new eff orts to 
keep him busy, because Amy Skopp Cooper isn’t slowing down at 
all. She’s set to become the National Ramah Director next January, 
so Amy is still very much a working person. But both Coopers are 
looking forward to their next set of adventures, on their own and 
together. Rabbi and I reminisced about how, when the Coopers 
came to Oheb Shalom, they had four boys age nine and under, and 
they’re leaving with fi ve grown sons, three daughters-in-law and 
those two grandchildren plus one on the way. It’s been a full and 
busy life here, the life of the congregation, and the life of a family.

I’ve always loved the Q. and A. with authors in the front of the 
New York Times Book Review section; you can learn so much 
about someone from their answers. So, for my last question, I 
asked Rabbi Cooper which rabbis, alive or of blessed memory, 
he would have to a dinner party. He named Rav Abraham 
Isaac Kook, Rabbi Gordon Tucker, Rabbi Shai Held, and 
Maimonides. His reason? Th ey each represent incredible 
innovation and out of the box thinking for the times in which 
they lived and are brilliant people for the ages. Right now, 
though, or at least some time very soon, I’m sure Rabbi Cooper 
would fi nd just as much joy sitting around a dinner table with 
Amy and their entire family, enjoying the love of family. We 
wish all of the Coopers many happy times in New York and in 
Jerusalem and wish much success to our ever-inquisitive Rabbi 
Mark Cooper in all of his new endeavors.

Being retired from congregational obligations 
will allow Rabbi Cooper to extend his work as 
a mohel beyond the tri-state area.

— by Leslie Dannin Rosenthal
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A sk any boy what he wants to be 
when he grows up and a predictable 
list will spill out: a policeman, a 

fi reman, an astronaut, a mogul. But 
as far back as he can remember, Mark 
Cooper of North Hollywood, California, 
envisioned himself as a Rabbi. 

He remembers, even as a child, being 
deeply drawn to Judaism, lamenting 
about missing Hebrew school and 
yearning to participate in the life of the 
synagogue. As a teen, he would don 
a suit and walk to shul, oft en alone, 
along the not always friendly streets 
of Los Angeles. He knew that he was 
destined to take on a signifi cant role in 
the community, and this aspiration is 
even recorded in his elementary school 
commencement book, in which a 
neighbor scribbled a note wishing young 
Mark the fulfi llment of this dream.  

And so he did.  Now, aft er 36 years in the 
Congregational Rabbinate—23 of which 
he spent at Oheb Shalom--Rabbi Mark 
Cooper will bring to conclusion this long 
and deeply fulfi lling chapter of his life’s 
journey.

A graduate of UCLA and Jewish 
Th eological Seminary, Rabbi Cooper 
started his career in 1985 as an Associate 
Rabbi at Temple Israel of Natick, 
Massachusetts, where he worked with 
Harold Kushner, a distinguished Rabbi 
and mega-bestselling author of When 
Bad Th ings Happen to Good People 
and Living a Life that Matters. Rabbi 
Cooper considers Rabbi Kushner the 
“greatest mensch of all time” and the 
most signifi cant living infl uencer on his 
theological and spiritual education. “I 
never met someone who had every right 
to see himself as one of a kind, yet never 
said an unkind word about anybody,” 
Rabbi Cooper recalls. “From him I 
learned how to be a Rabbi. I learned 
what it means to speak to a congregation 

in a way that is impactful. He could 
translate the most complex ideas into 
what’s most relevant in our lives.” 

Rabbi Cooper met his wife Amy in 1984, 
before his move to Natick, while they 
were preparing to work at the Ramah 
summer camp in New England. He 
fell in love with her instantly. Th e stars 
aligned for the couple the following 
year when Amy was invited to serve as 
Assistant Director of Camp Ramah in 
New England, which necessitated her to 
move to Brookline, MA. Th ey became 
engaged and married in December 1986. 

In 1991, Rabbi Cooper became Rabbi 
at Temple Beth Ahm in Aberdeen, NJ 
and remained there until 1998, when 
he joined Oheb Shalom Congregation. 
Rabbi Cooper remembers the move to 
South Orange as an exciting opportunity, 
as it was a town “buzzing with potential” 
for growth, community involvement, 
and learning. Th e access to New Jersey 
Transit and a quick commute to New 
York City was always providing a steady 
pipeline of new residents, and the 
town’s diversity projected a welcoming, 
inclusive vibe. Th e championing 
of socially progressive causes in 
partnership with the neighboring town 
of Maplewood made South Orange a 
desirable place to live and be active. But 
for Rabbi Cooper and Amy, who at the 
time were parenting four boys under the 
age of eight (Aaron, the youngest, was 
born later), the proximity to a Jewish 
Day School (Th e Golda Och Academy) 
cinched the deal. 

Th e Oheb Shalom Rabbi Cooper found 
23 years ago was a diff erent place than it 
is today. On his arrival the congregation 
was somewhat fragmented, so Rabbi 
Cooper’s most urgent goal was “to 
rebuild and create a community of 
people who felt connected to each 
other.” In addition to unifying, he also 

wanted to modernize. Th e services and 
the cultural life of the congregation 
were, at the time, more staunchly 
formal and aligned to mid-century 
traditions. For example, at the services, 
the offi  cers walked down the aisle to the 
sound of organ playing. Eating at the 
synagogue—seen as a place of prayer 
and study rather than camaraderie—
was prohibited.  (In response, the 
congregants established a tradition of 
their own by going out for ice cream 
aft er the Friday services.) Under Rabbi 
Cooper’s tenure the synagogue has 
embraced a more informal approach—
one of which was to make the Kiddush 
a more social, personable gathering. 
Such shift s he had tried to facilitate 
with care and consideration, balancing 
his ideas with what the congregation 
expected, practiced, and desired. “Th ings 
have changed across time and change is 
always diffi  cult,” said Rabbi Cooper. “It 
has to be a slow and thoughtful process 
that involves partnership. Part of the 
Rabbi’s job is just to oversee the change 
process in a way that is sensitive and 
refl ects authentic Jewish aspirations. 
And, to recognize that a synagogue isn’t 
a Rabbi’s synagogue; it’s the synagogue 
of the congregation. Th e biggest mistake 
a Rabbi can make is to come in and 
not be respectful of people’s positions 
and their ways of life. I came to the job 
with a sense of humility about what the 
congregation wanted and what I could 
learn about their traditions. My role 
was then to try to shape Jewish life for 
our community and to try to inspire a 
relevance in the sense of connection to 
Judaism.”

Now, hundreds of life-cycle events, 
celebrations, and commemorations 
later, Rabbi Cooper says that all the 
memories fi ll his heart with gratitude 
for a congregation of what he describes 
as “truly warm, gracious, honorable 

...continued on page 14

Rabbi Mark Cooper
— by Julia Serebrinsky

Julia Serebrinsky
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people, full of good will and kindness.” 
Aft er so many projects and programs, 
one that he remembers with great 
aff ection is the ETGAR Program, which 
he set up in 1999. Designed to call 
Oheb teens to a life of service, he took, 
over several years, post-B’nai Mitzvah 
kids for short exploratory trips to cities 
like New York, Boston, Philadelphia, 
Nashville, Washington D.C. and New 
Orleans, introducing them to new 
places and communities, teaching them 
leadership skills, and instilling in them 
a love for learning, engagement, and 
travel.  He is also happy not to have 
missed Oheb’s 150th anniversary, in 2010, 
which celebrated the congregation’s 
distinguished history and roots in 
Newark, NJ.  He remembers it as a year 
fi lled with pervasive unity and moments 
of poignancy such as when 350 people 
walked from the synagogue’s original 
home on Prince Street in Newark (now 
the site of Greater Newark Conservancy) 
to its second home on Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard, currently home to the 
Wells Cathedral Church of God in Christ, 
culminating in the interfaith service 
attended by notables such as the Chief 
Justice of the New Jersey Supreme Court. 

Over the years Rabbi Cooper remained 
focused on social action initiatives that 
called for community participation. 
“Oheb is a place of inclusivity that 
opens its doors as wide as possible to 
welcome people. Whenever there is a 
scenario that calls for inclusivity—such 
as LGBTQ movement--we are there. We 
always turned up for disenfranchised 
segments of the community.” He felt 
a similar calling to help integrate 
families of interfaith marriages into the 
congregation. “Not that intermarried 
people are a special class of people that 
have to be treated in some special way; 
but we are grateful for any people who 
want to enrich our community.”

Th ere were moments of sadness, too. 
“Being a Rabbi is choosing to walk with 
people through all types of landscapes, 
the happy as well as the most diffi  cult 
ones in life,” says Rabbi Cooper.  “It’s 
been a privilege to be trusted with 

someone’s raw emotion, to know that 
someone has trusted you with their 
emotion, whether they are at the 
cemetery putting their loved ones into 
the ground or are dying themselves 
with me at their bedside. Th ey 
know they are dying, and I know 
they’re dying and being with 
them in that 
last moment 
not because 
it is a matter of 
ritual or honoring 
a tradition, but so 
they know they 
are not alone, 
that they mean 
something to 
somebody.” 
One of the Rabbi’s more 
haunting memories comes from 
the early days of his tenure at 
Oheb, when one family suff ered the 
most devastating loss, that of a child. “I 
still remember the day of her funeral,” 
he recalls. “We came to the cemetery 
and we did a service, we did the burial, 
and I came back to my offi  ce and I just 
couldn’t hold it any longer and started 
to cry. I remember the kindness of 
my secretary, who came in, saw that I 
was crying, and off ered to make me a 
cup of tea.” While this was a uniquely 
tragic event, going through the cycles of 
loss over and over again with so many 
diff erent people can take a toll. “You 
fi nally come to realize how much of that 
you’re carrying around,” he said. 

When Rabbi Cooper decided to retire 
from the Rabbinate two years ago, he 
couldn’t have foreseen the “strange 
experience” of his fi nal year on the 
job, where the coronavirus pandemic 
plunged the whole world into a freefall 
of dread and uncertainty that created 
both a sense of loss in the life of the 
congregation and opportunities for 
creative, productive cooperation. “Th e 
last year was like foraging through the 
forest of the unknown, analogous to 
going out on a very long hike in a place 
that you haven’t ever been, unsure where 
the trails are going to leave you,” Rabbi 
Cooper says. “Everyone was in the 

dark about what would come next, the 
uncertainty being made more diffi  cult by 
the periodic surges in infection rates, of 
people getting sick and dying. I spent the 
last year trying to fi gure out how to keep 
the congregation together in partnership 
with our staff , our leadership, our 

volunteer and professional team that 
together forged a 
pathway for the 

synagogue.” Last 
year’s High Holidays 

were a testament to 
the tremendous eff ort it 

took to bring people 
together to worship and 

mark the new year. 
It took hundreds 
of hours of prep 

work and a volunteer’s professional 
media expertise to pre-record Th e 

Torah Service, to schedule and bring 
into the Synagogue as many as 40 
people, separately, to do the readings 
and the blessings, in compliance with 
Covid-safe measures, and program it 
fl awlessly. Th e work behind the scenes 
was gargantuan, but the framework 
created--a combination of live streamed 
religious services with diff erent types 
of media inserted into the livestream—
could potentially serve as a model for a 
hybrid, technology-forward approach 
to congregational participation and 
worship.

And while ultimately this was a story 
of success, on a personal level, Rabbi 
Cooper concedes that it was not the way 
he wanted to end his tenure at Oheb, 
which he had hoped to have spent in 
personal conversation with congregants, 
face to face.  He envisioned his entire 
family gathered at Oheb—Amy, his 
fi ve sons and their families all in one 
place. Th is was the place where his 
children grew up, celebrated their B’nai 
Mitzvahs, and welcomed the arrival of 
his grandchildren. But instead, for his 
last High Holiday Service as a Rabbi, 
Rabbi Cooper looked onto the rows of 
empty seats. Yet, he will remember this 
experience with gratitude. “We received 
so many expressions of appreciation 

...continued on page 15
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and positive feedback from members 
of our congregation, that some serious 
consideration has been given to making 
it a permanent feature of how we come 
together in the future,” he said.

People oft en ask Rabbi Cooper why he 
had chosen to retire aft er 36 years of 
service in the Rabbinate, while he is still 
relatively young. “If you like what you 
are doing, why leave it,” the question 
goes. But he doesn’t see himself so much 
as retiring as exploring paths not taken 
and, more importantly, focusing on 
family without the natural distraction 
of work commitments and obligations. 
“It is conceivable to like what you are 
doing and still walk away from it,” he 
says. With three sons married and living 
on the eastern seaboard—Eitan, 31, in 
Potomac, Maryland;  Yoni, 26, in New 
York; Benji, 24, in Cambridge, MA-- and 
two sons—Josh, 30; and Aaron, 20—
living in Israel, with two grandchildren 
and a third on the way, Rabbi Cooper 

and Amy plan on dividing their time 
between their homes in Riverdale, New 
York and Jerusalem.  “My wife and I 
lived through beautiful years of raising 
our family here. Th ey are all grown now. 
Our youngest, Aaron, is about to serve 
in the Israeli army. Th e oldest, Eitan, is 
a Rabbi. Each is a solid, virtuous person 
and a wonderful, caring soul.” 

As they leave the community, Rabbi 
Cooper and Amy are thinking about 
what’s on the horizon, and “the seasons 
of religious and secular education ahead 
of us.” Th ey’ve talked about it during the 
miles of Covid walks they accumulated 
over the last year. Amy will continue 
her work for Ramah, as she takes on a 
prestigious new position as an incoming 
National Director of Camp Ramah. Th e 
Ramah movement, so auspicious in 
bringing the Rabbi and Amy together 
all those years ago, will remain a core 
mission for both. “More than just a 
summer camp it’s really a way of life,” he 

said. “It has a way of shaping people and 
creating strong and lifelong connections 
to Jewish living and Jewish community.” 
Rabbi Cooper will also continue his 
work as a Mohel, and dedicate some of 
his time to community service, either as 
a Life Coach or an EMT worker, in the 
US and Israel. 

Will he have any hobbies? Maybe. If he 
has time. He is currently teaching himself 
Arabic, but he also wants to travel—
throughout Israel and beyond—plant 
a garden, and of course, keep up with 
his musical pursuits on the guitar, the 
clarinet, and maybe one day, the piano. 
And he is not letting go of one of the 
most cherished aspects of the Rabbinate: 
to have intimate conversations with 
people about their lives, listening, 
helping, and hoping that unity will be 
a goal for the Jewish community and 
that those who need a deeper and more 
substantive commitment to religious life 
will fi nd it.

Rabbi Cooper
by Bibi Hanselman

1. His dashing animal print outfi ts. Th e fi rst time I saw him, it was at the Zeman School orientation, where he was dressed 
up as a zebra. I was amused—a Rabbi, who was a zebra. You don’t see that every day!

2. His strong and effi  cient handshakes. I remember him shaking both my hand and my brothers at the same time. We even 
have a picture of this signature handshake.

3. Th e support he gives others. I remember his help with my D’var Torah, especially explaining the fi ner points between 
Samuel Morse and Neil Armstrong on the topic of humility. In particular, I remember how he helped me with articula-
tion and enunciation—since my Bar Mitzvah, I have 
always pronounced my “t”s with a special clarity.

4. He always appreciated anyone who was willing to 
come to the bima, no matter how young or intimi-
dated. Even as a little kid, I felt empowered standing 
next to the Rabbi; most people would feel shy in the 
presence of someone so wise (and tall!).

5. I’ll miss his frequent reminders to claim Aliyot for the 
next Torah reading, especially over the pandemic. I 
wish I took more opportunities to read with him; he 
always made me feel as though I could decipher the 
entire Torah in front of him. I’ve never known another 
Rabbi, and I can’t imagine Oheb without Rabbi 
Cooper.
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~ Rabbi Mark Cooper
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YAHRZEIT FUND
Sylvia Amato—In memory of Sarah 
 Amato
Diane Apter—In memory of Robyn 
 Glazer
Bella Barash—In memory of Moisey 
 Bukhtreiger
Lorraine Blum—In memory of Sally 
 Rackin
 In memory of Mark Blum
Nancy Busch—In memory of Louis 
 Mogel
Adele Buren—In memory of George 
 Joseph Buren
Irwin and Ellie Cohen—In memory of 
 Tillie Bernstein
 In memory of Jack Risikoff 
Martin and Judy Cowen—In memory 
 of A. Nathan Cowen
 In memory of Robyn Glazer
 In memory of Edward Posner
Jamie Dunn—In memory of Frank 
 Stifelman
Marsha Eisen—In memory of Pauline 
 Beirach
 In memory of Irwin Beirach 
M.Leslie Furst—In memory of Martin
 B. Furst
 In memory of Dora Sklar
 In memory of A. William Furst
 In memory of Sydney Furst 
Hilary Goldberg—In memory of Eli 
Sellinger
B. John Kaufman—In memory of Ellen 
 Frances 
 Kaufman-Andacht
Ina Mae Kirsch—In memory of Esther 
 Horowitz
Edye Kramer—In memory of Lynn 
 Jacobs
Eliot and Judy Krause—In memory of 
 Beatrice Weingast
 In memory of Helen Krause
 In memory of Sidney Reichel
Nicholas Lorusso—In memory of 
 Pearl Gross Lee
Doris Lander Merel—In memory of 
 Rebecca Katz
 In memory of Sylvia Murphy
Doug and Kimberlee Magid—
 In memory of Robyn Glazer
Frances Margolis—In memory of Sarah 
Sussman

Ann Morse—In memory of Mollie Rosen 
David and Faina Nachevnik—
 In memory of Anna Nachevnik
 In memory of Naum Nachevnik
Roberta Nagel—In memory of 
 Jack Skoloff 
David and Elizabeth (Zinbarg) Nover —
 In memory of Jacqueline Nover 
Jack Nover—In memory of Jacqueline 
 Nover
Neal and Teri Nover—In memory of 
 Jacqueline Nover
Irene Goldie-Petras—In memory of 
 Eva Goldie
Barbara Rick—In memory of 
 Loretta Rick
 In memory of Sidney Rick
Cantor Sidney Rabinowitz—
 In memory of Esther Rabinowitz
Nadine Salzman—In memory of 
 Mildred Salzman
 In memory of Joel Salzman
Paul Sarnoff —
 In memory of Milton Sarnoff 
 In memory of Marion Sarnoff 
Hillary Schrenell and Hillary 
Schrenell—In memory of Jack Cohen
 In memory of Steven Schrenell
Esther Schwalb—In memory of 
 Joyce Hoch
Sharon and James Schwarz—
 In memory of Robyn Glazer
Barry and Barbara Scotch—In memory 
 of Philip Scotch
Era Sidanova—In memory of Kreyntsa 
 Portnoy
Nancy Silver and Barbara 
Straussberg—In memory of Robert 
 Straussberg
Fred and Judy Simon—In memory of 
 Robyn Glazer
IN THE SPIRIT OF THANKSGIVING
Fred and Margery Cohen—Th ank you 
 for all the Purim wishes
Amy Holberg and Family—Th ank you 
 for including our family in your 
 Purim Evening Celebration!
Carol, Gerald, and Emily Einhorn—
 In appreciation of the Purim basket
Michael and June Schechner—
 To Jonathan Steinberg and Alice 
 Cohen, in honor of the engagement 
 of Joshua  Steinberg and Allyson Fox 

THE FAN AND HYMAN M. JACOBS 
LIBRARY FUND

Joel and Freddie Glucksman—
 In memory of Cynthia D. Walling

THE CANTOR EDGAR AND GERDA 
MILLS MUSIC FUND

Sari August—In memory of 
 Sarah Weinstock August
 In memory of David Goetz  
 In memory of Nathan August
 In memory of Eleanor August
Sue-Ellen Levavy—In memory of 
 Henry Aaron
 In honor of a speedy recovery to 
 Fred and Judy Simon 
Paul and Adele Nagelberg—In memory 
 of Ina Burwasser
Walter and Roberta Zweifl er—
 In memory of Robyn Glazer
 In memory of Joyce Hoch
 In honor of Ed and Barbara Zinbarg

THE ARTHUR BLUMENAU FUND
FOR MICKEY FRIED PRESCHOOL

Candy Blau—
 In honor of Paula Saginaw’s birthday 

THE DAVID SCHECHNER FUND
Eileen and Larry Weiss—
 In memory of Robyn Glazer

THE BOBROW KOSHER
FOOD PANTRY

Jonathan Alper
Joel and Freddie Glucksman—
 In memory of Robyn Glazer
 In honor of Terri Harrison’s new 
 grandson
Robin Gray—
 In memory of Evelyn Fachler
Helen Goldfi nger
Earl Bethards and Amy Hong—
 In memory of Paula Blum
David Jablonka
Robert and Renee Kahn—
 In honor of Sheila Wial
Kathleen Kelleher—
 In memory of Paula Blum
Robert Lichtman
Maxine Murnick
Jenny, Ben, and Wyatt Nesenjuk
Paul and Adele Nagelberg—
 In memory of Joyce Hoch

Donations & Tributes
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Rent Party Pantry, Inc. (2)
Jonathan Steinberg and Alice Cohen—
 In memory of Robyn Glazer
Larry and Eileen Weiss—
 In memory of Joyce Hoch

FANNY B. HOFFMAN BIBLE AND 
RAMAH SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Linda Willner, chair; 
973-267-4050; Awil299088@aol.com

IN HONOR OF
Terri Harrison—birth of grandson 
Micah Ezra Gordon Gur
     Susan and Greg Blackburn
Norma Schechner—birth of great-
granddaughter, Paloma Selma Schechner
     Sheila and Stuart Kaufman
Amy and Paul Schechner—birth of 
granddaughter, Paloma Selma Schechner
     Sheila and Stuart Kaufman
Miriam Peretsman and Paul Breene—
birth of grandson Jonah
     Sheila and Stuart Kaufman
Eve and Richard Wasserman—marriage 
of daughter Zoe to Phil Gorokhovsky
     Sheila and Stuart Kaufman
Ruth Shapiro—birth of great-grandson
     Esther Bearg and family
Katz Family—Bat Mitzvah of Emerie
     Linda Willner

IN MEMORY OF
Robyn Glazer—sister of June Schechner
     Fran Herman, Michelle and Harold 
     Bobrow, Linda Willner, Hilary
     Goldberg, Susan and Greg Blackburn, 
     Sheila and Stuart Kaufman
Joyce Hoch—mother of Leslie Lebow
     Linda Willner, Susan and Greg 
     Blackburn
Mother of Maddy Becker
     Esther Bearg and family
Ina Burwasser—sister of Ron Silikovitz
     Linda Willner, Esther Bearg

FLOWER FUND
Norma Schechner, chair
400 Woodland Place
South Orange, NJ 07079
973-763-9232

IN MEMORY OF
Robyn Glaser Goldstein, sister of June 
Schechner
     Barbara and Ed Zinbarg
     Sheila Appel
     Th elma Jennis
     Barbara and Jerry Grunt
Robyn Glaser Goldstein, daughter of 
Helene Glaser
     Barbara and Jerry Grunt
     Sheila Appel

Leslie Lebow, mother
     Sheila Appel
     Norma Schechner
     Myrna and Ed Mazer
     Barbara and Jerry Grunt
     Fred and Judy Simon
Ron Silikovitz, memory of sister Ina
     Myrna and Ed Mazer
     Judy and Martin Cowen
     Barbara and Jerry Grunt

IN HONOR OF
Ernestine Turkel, 90th birthday
     Myrna and Ed Mazer
Sheila Appel, grandson, Bar Mitzvah
     Judy and Fred Simon
     Norma Schechner
Emerie Katz, Bat Mitzvah
     Meredith and Kevin Katz
     Barbara and Jerry Grunt 
Lexi Kaplan, Bat Mitzvah
     Ray and Alisa Kaplan
Emerie Katz, granddaughter of 
Barbara and Sheldon Greenspan, Bat 
Mitzvah
     Barbara and Jerry Grunt

Donations & Tributes continued...

We need
VOLUNTEERS
& DONATIONS

Food insecurity is growing during the pandemic, and an increasing number of families are using our food pantry 
each month. We have a greater need for monetary donations and volunteers. Donations can be made online at 

Oheb Shalom’s Bobrow Kosher Food Pantry is looking to train new volunteers for 
a variety of monthly tasks. Until the pandemic is over, family “pods” of adults and 
teens are welcome to learn about the tasks and help keep our pantry running. 
An experienced pantry volunteer will train new family pods, maintaining social 
distancing protocols. Masks are required.

If you would like to learn more about the tasks and how you can help, please 
contact Sandra Kaplan at sandrakstevef@gmail.com.

Wednesday Distribution:
May 12 & June 9 - 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Sunday Distribution:
May 16 & June 13 - 9:00 am - 12:30 pm
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annual
meeting
of Oheb Shalom Congregation

Tuesday, June 15, 2021 • 7:00 PM

The 161st

the courageous inclusion that first brought women
clergy to Oheb Shalom
the ethical inclusion that LGBTQ Jews seek in our
community
the openhearted inclusion that invites people of all
capacities to find a home with us

A Pride Service celebrating . . .

And we'll thank our Cantor for 34 years of
beautifully crafted music services!

����� ���		�


PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL

FRIDAY JUNE 18, 2021
@ 7 : 30 PM
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HERE.

We chose the Funeral Home with the largest staff 
of Jewish Funeral Directors in NJ

THE SOURCE OF COMFORT AND SUPPORT FOR THE JEWISH COMMUNITY WITH 
OVER 100 YEARS EXPERIENCE.

Bernheim Apter Kreitzman
Suburban Funeral Chapel

68 Old Short Hills Road, Livingston, NJ 07039
973-422-0600 • 800-938-6372

Louis J. Urban, Manager, “N.J. Lic. No. 3537”

 THE LEADERS IN ADVANCE 
 FUNERAL PLANNING

2950 Vauxhall Rd., Union, NJ 07088 • 908-964-1500
www.menorahchapelsatmillburn.com

 
 Karen Ross Kerstein, Manager • NJ Lic. No. JP03663
 Rudolph H. Kindel, President • NJ Lic. No. JP03158
 Toll Free 1-800-437-5151

 1321 North Broad St.
 Hillside, NJ 07205 

A Diginified Memorial Park Since 1891

OHEB SHOLOM 
CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

(201) 791-7797

Short-Term Rehabilitation Center 
Skilled Long-Term Nursing Care |  Memory Care

Hospice & Palliative Care |  Respite Stays 
Medical Transportation Services

1155 Pleasant Valley Way, West Orange, NJ 07052
Call for a Tour Today: 973-400-3307

www.DaughtersofIsrael.org 

Contact Douglas Shaller
to place an ad today! 
dshaller@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6458
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