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The Traditional Order
of the Passover Seder

Kadesh
Urchatz
Karpas
Yachatz
Maggid

Rach’tzah
Motzi/Matzah

Maror
Koreich

(Shulchan Orech)
Tzafun
Bareich
Hallel

Nirtzah

15

READER: 

We gather tonight to celebrate the 

liberation of the Jewish people from 

slavery in Egypt more than three 

thousand years ago. Our ceremony is 

the seder, a Hebrew word that means 

“order.” We read from the Haggadah, 

which means “the telling.” We tell the 

story of our deliverance from Egypt 

using symbols, whose meaning we 

explore. These symbols are on our 

seder table and on our seder plate. 

Why Do We Celebrate Passover?

BEGINNING OUR SEDERBEGINNING OUR SEDER

3

4



3/26/2021

3

15

READER:  

Jewish tradition requires that each of 

us act as if we had personally gone 

forth from Egypt. Every generation is 

encouraged to make the story of the 

Exodus their own. In accordance with 

this obligation, each year our seder 

combines rituals and prayers 

developed over the millennia with 

contemporary readings and new 

practices for our joyous celebration. 

Why Do We Celebrate Passover?

BEGINNING OUR SEDERBEGINNING OUR SEDER

16

READER: 

With grateful thanks, we welcome 

everyone to our Passover seder. 

Tonight, we shall fulfill once again the 

Torah’s instruction to remember the 

story of the Exodus from Egypt all the 

days of our lives. Whether we have 

many Passover memories or are 

experiencing our first seder tonight, 

we joyously tell the story of the 

Exodus as one community.

Why Do We Celebrate Passover?

BEGINNING OUR SEDERBEGINNING OUR SEDER
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Blessing over the Festival Candles

READER: 

The lighting of candles in our home 

symbolizes lighting the lamps of our people—

the spreading of light, joy, and the knowledge of God’s ways. 

We light and bless the Festival candles tonight, 

marking the joy that Passover brings into our home. 

18

Blessing over the Festival Candles

Light the candles on the table and say:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
asher kid’shanu, b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu, 

l’hadlik ner shel Yom Tov.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the universe, 
who sanctifies us with Your commandments and has commanded us 

to kindle the Festival lights.

7
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READER: 

The Kiddush cup that holds the wine is our symbol of 

joy. The wine poured into the cup is our hope for life’s 

sweetness. Together, poured to the brim, the cup 

reminds us of the fullness of our days. 

During the seder, we will drink four cups of wine. Each 

cup symbolizes a different aspect of Passover. With the 

first cup, we remember God’s promise to our ancestors 

and to every generation:

Kiddush: Blessing for the First Cup of WineKiddush: Blessing for the First Cup of Wine

“I will free you from the labors of the Egyptians.”

V’hotzeiti etchem mitachat sivlot Mitzrayim.
(Exodus 6:6)

87

Kiddush: Blessing for the First Cup of WineKiddush: Blessing for the First Cup of Wine

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, borei p’ri hagafen.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the universe, 
Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, asher bachar banu 
mikol am, v’rom’manu mikol lashon, v’kid’shanu b’mitzvotav.

Blessed are you, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the universe, 
Creator of the fruit of the vine. Blessed are You, Adonai our 
God, Sovereign of the universe, who has chosen us from among 
the peoples, exalting us by hallowing us with mitzvot. 

9
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Kiddush: Blessing for the First Cup of WineKiddush: Blessing for the First Cup of Wine

Vatiten lanu, Adonai Eloheinu, b’ahavah (Shabbatot limnuchah 
u) mo-adim l’simchah, chagim uzmanim l’sason, et yom 
(HaShabbat hazeh v’et yom) Chag HaMatzot hazeh, z’man 
cheiruteinu (b’ahavah) mikra kodesh, zeicher litziat Mitzrayim.

In Your love, Adonai our God, You have given us (Shabbatot of 
rest), feasts of gladness, and seasons of joy: this (Shabbat day 
and this) Festival of Pesach, season of our freedom, a sacred 
occasion, a remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt.

87

Kiddush: Blessing for the First Cup of WineKiddush: Blessing for the First Cup of Wine

Extended Festival Kiddush

Ki vanu vacharta v’otanu kidashta mikol haamim (v’Shabbat) 
umo-adei kodsh’cha (b’ahavah uvratzon) b’simchah uv’sason 
hinchaltanu.
Baruch atah, Adonai, m’kadeish (haShabbat v’) Yisrael 
v’haz’manim.

For You have chosen us from all the peoples and consecrated 
us to Your service, and given us (Shabbat, a sign of love and 
favor, and) the Festivals, a time of gladness and joy.
Blessed are You, Adonai, who sancifies (Shabbat and) Israel 
and the festivals.
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Shehecheyanu: A Prayer to Give ThanksShehecheyanu: A Prayer to Give Thanks

Drink the first cup of wine and refill the wine cups.

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
shehecheyanu v’kiy’manu, v’higianu laz’man hazeh. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, 
Sovereign of the universe, 

for giving us life, sustaining us, 
and for enabling us to reach this season.

23

Ritual Washing of the HandsRitual Washing of the Hands

READER: 
The washing of hands is a ritual of 

purification. We symbolically wash away 

the thoughts of our daily activities and 

any remnants of the slave mentality 

created by the many years of servitude 

our ancestors endured in Egypt. Later in 

our seder, we wash our hands again and 

say a blessing as we prepare to eat our 

festive meal.

The Reader pours water (from a “washing cup” into a bowl) over each hand, and then 
repeats the procedure, symbolically washing the hands for all those at the seder table. 

13
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Passover Symbols Passover Symbols 

READER: 

The symbols of Passover are represented on our table and our seder 

plate. On our seder plate we have 

a green vegetable (karpas)        ), 
bitter herbs (maror)

a roasted shank bone (z’roa)      ), 

a roasted egg (beitzah)       
and a sweet mixture (charoset) 

Hold up each symbol as its name is read.

As we tell the story of our deliverance from 

Egypt, we will explore the meaning of each 

of these symbols as well as the 

significance of matzah, Miriam’s cup, and 

the cup of Elijah, which are on our seder 

table. 

24

Karpas: Blessing for the Fruit of the EarthKarpas: Blessing for the Fruit of the Earth

READER: 
Tonight we praise God once again for creating the fruit 

of the earth, symbolized by the karpas (green 

vegetable) on our table. The first growth of spring, 

karpas represents rebirth and renewal. In the spirit of 

Passover, before we eat it we dip the karpas in salt 

water. We do so to remind ourselves of the tears shed 

by our ancestors while enslaved in Egypt. 

Hold up the karpas.

The karpas is distributed, and
each person dips it in salt water.

15
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Karpas: Blessing for the Fruit of the EarthKarpas: Blessing for the Fruit of the Earth

Eat the karpas. 

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
borei p’ri haadamah.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, 
Sovereign of the universe, 

Creator of the fruit of the earth.

25

Beiztah: The Roasted EggBeiztah: The Roasted Egg

READER: 
Even before the Exodus from Egypt, 

Jews celebrated the creation of life each spring. 

The egg, like parsley, symbolizes the beginning and 

renewal of life. Round, without beginning or end, 

it also represents the cycles of the year and the cycles 

of life.

Hold up the roasted egg.

17
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Miriam’s CupMiriam’s Cup

We have placed on our seder 

table this cup of Miriam—kos 

Miryam. It is filled with water to 

honor Miriam’s leadership and 

her role ensuring our people’s 

survival during our forty-year 

journey in the desert. We now

each take a sip of water to 

remember this remarkable 

woman who was a prophet and 

a guardian of our people.

We have placed on our seder 

table this cup of Miriam—kos 

Miryam. It is filled with water to 

honor Miriam’s leadership and 

her role ensuring our people’s 

survival during our forty-year 

journey in the desert. We now

each take a sip of water to 

remember this remarkable 

woman who was a prophet and 

a guardian of our people.

Reader raises Miriam’s cup.

The leader takes a sip from the cup. 
The cup is passed around the table. 
Each person may drink from the cup, 
pour a little water from the cup into 
their cup and drink, or drink from their 
cup of water on the seder table.

Matzah: Our Bread of AfflictionMatzah: Our Bread of Affliction

25

READER: 
We have on a plate on our table three pieces of matzah. Matzah is 

unleavened bread, bread that has not had time to rise, or leaven. It is 

the food we ate during our Exodus from Egypt. 

As the Torah teaches:

“They baked unleavened cakes of the dough that they had taken out of 

Egypt, for it was not leavened, since they had been driven out of Egypt 

and could not delay” (Exodus 12:39).

The three pieces of matzah are a reminder to 

us of God’s covenant with the Patriarchs and 

Matriarchs of the Jewish people—Abraham and 

Sarah, Rebecca and Isaac, and Leah, Jacob 

and Rachel. 

19
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TOGETHER: 
This is the bread of affliction that our ancestors 

ate in the land of Egypt. 

All who are hungry, let them come and eat. 

All who are in need, let them come celebrate 

Passover with us. May it be God’s will to redeem 

us from all trouble and all servitude. Next year at 

this season, may the whole house of Israel (and 

all peoples) be free!

The Reader holds up the afikoman. 
Each person holds up a piece of matzah.

The Afikoman: Breaking the Middle MatzahThe Afikoman: Breaking the Middle Matzah

The afikoman is hidden.

27

Raise the second half of the middle matzah.

A Symbol of Hope and the Responsibilities of FreedomA Symbol of Hope and the Responsibilities of Freedom

READER: 
To our plate that held three pieces of 

matzah, we now return the second half 

of the middle matzah. For the 

oppressed, it is a symbol of hope. 

For free persons, it is a symbol of the 

responsibilities of freedom.

The story of the Exodus has brought 

hope to many peoples as they faced 

their own struggle for freedom.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (1929–

1968), in the speeches, rallies, and 

marches of the American civil rights 

movement, explicitly invoked the story 

of the Exodus:

21
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READER: 

“(The Exodus) is something of the story of 

every people struggling for freedom. It is 

the first story of man’s explicit quest for 

freedom. And it demonstrates the stages 

that seem to inevitably follow the quest for 

freedom.”

This is the power of the story of the 

Exodus: it is both a historical story and a 

contemporary symbol of hope. 

A Symbol of Hope and the Responsibilities of FreedomA Symbol of Hope and the Responsibilities of Freedom

27

Discussion: 

What freedom are you 
celebrating tonight?

What makes you hopeful this 
year? Why?

A Symbol of Hope and the Responsibilities of FreedomA Symbol of Hope and the Responsibilities of Freedom

23
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READER: 

May the story of the Exodus continue to 

be a source of hope for all those who 

seek freedom from persecution and 

oppression and be a reminder to those 

who are the beneficiaries of freedom’s 

blessings of the responsibilities they 

shoulder as free people. 

A Symbol of Hope and the Responsibilities of FreedomA Symbol of Hope and the Responsibilities of Freedom

TOGETHER: 

Tonight we recite again the story of the Exodus and give thanks to God 

for delivering us from slavery to freedom. As family, friends, and 

neighbors, we, the beneficiaries of God’s compassion, affirm our 

obligation to join with God and partner with one another to perform 

tikkun olam—doing our part to help repair the world. As free persons, 

we break the middle matzah into small pieces as a reminder of our 

responsibilities in a world that is still broken.

30

The Four QuestionsThe Four Questions

25
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The Four QuestionsThe Four Questions

Mah nishtanah halailah hazeh mikol haleilot? 

Why is this night different from all other nights? 

30

The Four QuestionsThe Four Questions

Sheb’chol haleilot, anu ochlin chameitz umatzah; 
halailah hazeh, kulo matzah?

On all other nights we eat either bread or matzah. 
Why, on this night, do we eat only matzah?

27
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The Four QuestionsThe Four Questions

Sheb’chol haleilot, anu ochlin sh’ar y’rakot; 
halailah hazeh, maror?

On all other nights, we eat all kinds of herbs.  
Why, on this night, do we eat especially 

bitter herbs? 

30

The Four QuestionsThe Four Questions

Sheb’chol haleilot, ein anu matbilin 
afilu paam echat;  halailah hazeh, sh’tei f’amim?
On all other nights, we do not dip herbs in any 
condiment. Why, on this night, do we dip them 

twice? 

29
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The Four QuestionsThe Four Questions

Sheb’chol haleilot, anu ochlin bein yoshvin uvein 
m’subin; halailah hazeh, kulanu m’subin?

On all other nights, we eat either sitting upright or 
reclining. Why, on this night, do we recline? 

30

The Four QuestionsThe Four Questions

1.On all other nights we eat either bread or matzah. 
Why, on this night, do we eat only matzah?

2.On all other nights, we eat all kinds of herbs.  
Why, on this night, do we eat especially bitter herbs? 

3.On all other nights, we do not dip herbs. 
Why, on this night, do we dip them twice? 

4.On all other nights, we eat either sitting upright or 
reclining. Why, on this night, do we recline? 

31
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Reply to the Four QuestionsReply to the Four Questions

READER: 

We celebrate tonight because we were Pharaoh’s slaves in 

Egypt, and God delivered us from bondage to freedom. Had our 

ancestors not been redeemed from Egyptian slavery, we, our 

children, and our children’s children would have remained 

slaves. Even if all of us were wise and educated by our study of 

Torah, it would still be our responsibility each year to tell the 

story of our deliverance from Egypt. To dwell at length on the 

remembrance of our Exodus from Egypt on Passover is 

considered praiseworthy.

“WHY IS THIS NIGHT DIFFERENT FROM ALL OTHER NIGHTS?”“WHY IS THIS NIGHT DIFFERENT FROM ALL OTHER NIGHTS?”

31

Reply to the Four QuestionsReply to the Four Questions

Avadim hayinu l’faroh b’Mitzrayim.

Vayotzi-einu Adonai Eloheinu misham b’yad chazakah 

uvizroa n’tuyah. 

We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt,

and the Eternal, our God, freed us from Egypt with a mighty 

hand and an outstretched arm.

33
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Reply to the Four QuestionsReply to the Four Questions

READER: 

Matzah symbolizes both slavery and freedom. Matzah is our 

“bread of affliction.” It is a symbol of our rush to freedom, the 

food we ate when liberated from Egyptian bondage. When our 

ancestors rushed to leave Egypt, they did not have time to wait 

for their bread to leaven. During Passover we eat matzah to 

remind us of our enslavement in Egypt and of the divine help 

we received during our Exodus. 

WHY, ON THIS NIGHT, DO WE EAT ONLY MATZAH?WHY, ON THIS NIGHT, DO WE EAT ONLY MATZAH?

32

Reply to the Four QuestionsReply to the Four Questions

READER: 

Bitter herbs, maror, represent the bitterness of slavery. 

We eat bitter herbs, later in our seder ceremony, 

so that we will never forget the bitter taste of oppression.

WHY, ON THIS NIGHT, DO WE EAT ESPECIALLY BITTER HERBS?WHY, ON THIS NIGHT, DO WE EAT ESPECIALLY BITTER HERBS?

35
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Reply to the Four QuestionsReply to the Four Questions

READER: 

Karpas is a symbol of renewed hope and the promise of spring. 

We dip karpas in salt water as a reminder that our ancestors 

viewed the hope of renewal through the tears of slavery. Later 

in our seder, we shall combine maror and charoset. Maror is 

dipped or mixed with charoset to remind us that we withstood 

the bitterness of slavery because it was sweetened by the hope 

of freedom. 

WHY, ON THIS NIGHT, DO WE DIP HERBS TWICE?WHY, ON THIS NIGHT, DO WE DIP HERBS TWICE?

31

Reply to the Four QuestionsReply to the Four Questions

READER: 

A pillow on our chair is a symbol of freedom. Historically, 

slaves sat on hard benches or on the floor when they ate, 

forced to rush through their meal in order to return to work. For 

our ancestors, reclining on pillows or couches, eating at leisure, 

and engaging in conversation were symbols of freedom. Our 

pillows symbolize our ability to recline as free persons, 

declaring to the world that we will not be enslaved. 

WHY, ON THIS NIGHT, DO WE RECLINE WHEN WE EAT?WHY, ON THIS NIGHT, DO WE RECLINE WHEN WE EAT?

37
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DISCUSSION:

Are there additional questions that anyone would 

like to ask? Not all questions can be answered at 

our seder. The answer to some questions may 

require additional study. What matters tonight is 

that questions are asked! If you have a question, 

please place it in the chat or send a poll 

everywhere text.

The Four QuestionsThe Four Questions

39

40



3/26/2021

21

32

The Four ChildrenThe Four Children
READER: 

According to tradition, there are four types of children of Israel:

the wise one (chacham), 

the wicked one (rasha),

the simple one (tam), 

and the one who is unable to inquire or does not know what 

questions to ask (she-eino yodei-a lishol).

By answering the questions of all of our children, we begin to fulfill 

our responsibility to pass to a new generation the story of God’s 

mercy and might and our hope for the future. 

100

THE BALLAD OF THE FOUR CHILDREN

Said the father to his children:
“At the seder you will dine,

You will eat your fill of matzah,
You will drink four cups of wine.”

Now this father had two daughters,
with two sons, they numbered four,
One was wise and one was wicked,

One was simple and a bore.

And the fourth was sweet and winsome,
He was young and he was small.

While his siblings asked the questions,
He could scarcely speak at all.

Said the wise one to her father,
“Would you please explain the laws,

Of the customs of the seder,
Will you please explain the cause?”

And the father proudly answered,
“As our fathers ate in speed,

Ate the paschal lamb ere midnight
And from slavery were freed.”

●◦◦

41
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THE BALLAD OF THE FOUR CHILDREN

So we follow their example
And ere midnight must complete
All the seder, and we should not 

After twelve remain to eat.

Then did sneer the son so wicked:
“What does all this mean to you?”
And the father’s voice was bitter

As his grief and anger grew.

“If yourself you don’t consider
As a son of Yisrael,

Then for you this has no meaning,
You could be a slave as well.”

Then the simple one said simply,
“What is this?” and quietly,

The good father told his offspring,
“We were freed from slavery.”

But the youngest kid was silent
For he could not ask at all.

His bright eyes were bright with wonder
As his father told him all.

◦●◦

101

THE BALLAD OF THE FOUR CHILDREN

Now dear children heed the lesson
And remember evermore,

What the father told the children,
Told his kids who numbered four.

◦◦●
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The Four ChildrenThe Four Children

READER: 

The one who is wise, wicked, simple, and does not know what 

questions to ask resides within each of us. By fulfilling our 

obligations for the seder, we learn more about ourselves and 

each other and make the story of Passover our own.

40

Maggid – Telling the StoryMaggid – Telling the Story

45
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The Story of Moses and the Liberation from EgyptThe Story of Moses and the Liberation from Egypt

TOGETHER:  

And God brought us forth out of 

Egypt with a mighty hand 

and an outstretched arms and with 

signs and wonders. 

(Deuteronomy 26:8). 

And God commanded us to 

observe the Passover each year 

and to declare God’s might and 

mercy to our children throughout 

all generations.

40

The Ten PlaguesThe Ten Plagues

READER:  

Though our ancestors were 

redeemed from slavery and 

we have rejoiced to see the 

oppressors overcome, our 

joys and triumphs are 

diminished by the suffering of 

others. Even as God saved 

us, God taught us not to 

rejoice in the suffering of 

other people. As the sea 

closed over the pursuing 

Egyptians, God declared: 

“My creatures are drowning, 
and you are singing?”

(BT M’gillah 10b)

“My creatures are drowning, 
and you are singing?”

(BT M’gillah 10b)

47
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The Ten PlaguesThe Ten Plagues

READER: 

We now join together to recite 

each of the ten plagues while 

removing a drop of wine from 

our cups. With this act, we 

lessen our joy, symbolically 

acknowledging the suffering 

of the Egyptians, and envision 

ourselves casting out every 

plague that threatens our 

humanity. 

Use a finger or spoon to remove 
wine from your cup and place it on a 
plate. Everyone at the seder table 
joins with the Reader to recite the 
plagues in Hebrew and/or English.

42

The Ten Plagues

49

50



3/26/2021

26

42

Ten Word Maggid

Together, we’ve told the story of 

the Exodus. For some, there 

were far too many words. For 

others, there were not enough.

But do you think you could 

capture the story’s essence in 

TEN WORDS?

Give it a try – Ten Word Maggid!

Together, we’ve told the story of 

the Exodus. For some, there 

were far too many words. For 

others, there were not enough.

But do you think you could 

capture the story’s essence in 

TEN WORDS?

Give it a try – Ten Word Maggid!

Use the chat function OR poll everywhere:

51
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Dayeinu: “It Would Have Been Enough”Dayeinu: “It Would Have Been Enough”

DAYEINU

Ilu hotzi, hotzianu

Hotzianu, miMitzrayim

Hotzianu, miMitzrayim

Dayeinu! 

Day-day-einu (3x)

Dayeinu dayeinu
●◦◦

If we had been brought forth from Egypt, 
Dayeinu!

46

Dayeinu: “It Would Have Been Enough”Dayeinu: “It Would Have Been Enough”

DAYEINU

Ilu natan, natan lanu

Natan lanu et haShabbat

Natan lanu et haShabbat

Dayeinu! 

Day-day-einu (3x)

Dayeinu dayeinu
◦●◦

If we had been given the Sabbath,  
Dayeinu!

53
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Dayeinu: “It Would Have Been Enough”Dayeinu: “It Would Have Been Enough”

DAYEINU

Ilu natan, natan lanu

Natan lanu et haTorah

Natan lanu et haTorah

Dayeinu! 

Day-day-einu (3x)

Dayeinu dayeinu
◦◦●

If we had been given the Torah,  
Dayeinu!

48

Dayeinu: “It Would Have Been Enough”Dayeinu: “It Would Have Been Enough”

DAYEINU

If God had only | If we only ________________

If God had only | If we only ________________

If God had only | If we only ________________

DAYEINU!

Day-day-einu (3x)

Dayeinu dayeinu
◦◦●

For the blessings in our lives,
Dayeinu!

Share your DAYEINU! blessings in the chat:

55
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Remembering the Exodus: Three Passover SymbolsRemembering the Exodus: Three Passover Symbols

Hold up each symbol as its name is read.

READER: Rabban Gamliel, one of 

Judaism’s great scholars (first century 

CE), taught that whoever does not 

discuss or expound upon the symbolic 

meaning of the “pesach” (shank bone), 

“matzah,” and “maror” (bitter herbs) has 

not truly celebrated the Passover 

Festival. 

51

Remembering the Exodus: Three Passover SymbolsRemembering the Exodus: Three Passover Symbols

TOGETHER:  

The shank bone reminds us that God 

passed over our houses and spared us 

on the “Watch-Night” (Exodus 12:26–

27). When Pharaoh refused to release 

us from slavery, God afflicted the people 

of Egypt with the tenth plague, the 

slaying of the firstborn. The doorposts of 

our houses were marked with lamb’s 

blood so that God would pass over our 

homes, and our lives would be spared. 

READER:  

What is the meaning of pesach? 

Hold up each symbol as its name is read.

57
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Remembering the Exodus: Three Passover SymbolsRemembering the Exodus: Three Passover Symbols

READER:  

As God has saved us from all kinds of 

distress, so may God always inspire us 

with courage to remove every trace of 

bondage among all peoples. 

Hold up each symbol as its name is read.

51

Remembering the Exodus: Three Passover SymbolsRemembering the Exodus: Three Passover Symbols

TOGETHER:  

Matzah is unleavened bread that 

symbolizes both slavery and freedom. It 

is our “bread of affliction,” and a symbol 

of the divine help we received when we 

were liberated from Egyptian bondage 

(Exodus 12:39). 

READER:  

What is the meaning of matzah? 

READER:  

As God has saved us from all kinds of 

distress, so may God always inspire us 

with courage to remove every trace of 

bondage among all peoples. 

Hold up each symbol as its name is read.
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Remembering the Exodus: Three Passover SymbolsRemembering the Exodus: Three Passover Symbols

READER:  

What is the meaning of the maror?

TOGETHER:  

Maror is a bitter herb. It reminds us that 

the lives of our ancestors were made 

bitter from the oppression of Egyptian 

slavery (Exodus 1:14).

READER:  

As God has blessed us with freedom, so 

may God always inspire us to be 

messengers of God’s word to those in 

need of hope. 

Hold up each symbol as its name is read.

51

The Watch-Night of the EternalThe Watch-Night of the Eternal

READER:  

“You shall tell your child on that 

day: ‘It is because of what God 

did for me when I came forth 

out from Egypt’”

(Exodus 13:8).

This passage in the Book of 

Exodus is the inspiration for the 

most important words spoken 

during the Passover seder:
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The Watch-Night of the EternalThe Watch-Night of the Eternal

TOGETHER:  

In every generation each 

individual is required to see 

ourselves as having personally 

gone forth from Egypt.

B’chol dor vador, chayav 

adam lirot et-atzmo k’ilu 

hu yatza miMitzrayim.

51

The Watch-Night of the EternalThe Watch-Night of the Eternal

Discussion: 

What moment in the 

Exodus story would you 

love to have 

experienced yourself? 

Why is it important to 

retell this story every 

year? How does the 

Exodus story shape your 

outlook on the world?
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Kiddush: Blessing for the Second Cup of WineKiddush: Blessing for the Second Cup of Wine

READER: 

Now we remember God’s promise to our ancestors and 

to every generation: 

“I will deliver you from their bondage.” (Exodus 6:6)

V’hitzalti etchem mei-avodatam. 

READER: 

We drink the second cup of wine to celebrate the 

survival of the Jewish people. We remember how, 

enslaved in Egypt, we retained our belief in God. Our 

faith and hope for the future gave us the will to survive 

and, ultimately, the strength to pursue the freedom 

promised by God. 

55

Kiddush: Blessing for the Second Cup of WineKiddush: Blessing for the Second Cup of Wine

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
borei p’ri hagafen.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, 
Sovereign of the universe, 

Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

Drink the second cup of wine, and refill the wine cups.

65

66



3/26/2021

34

56

The blessings for matzah immediately follow the blessing for 
washing hands, without interruption.

Blessings for Washing of Hands and for MatzahBlessings for Washing of Hands and for Matzah

READER: 

When we began our seder, we had three pieces of 

matzah on a plate. We now break and distribute the 

upper matzah. 

The upper matzah is broken, and a piece is distributed to all present.

READER: 

Before performing the mitzvah (commandment) of 

eating the Passover matzah, our Festival meal, and the 

Afikomen, we wash our hands and recite the blessings. 

56

The Reader pours water (from a “washing cup” into a bowl) over each hand and then 
repeats the procedure, symbolically washing the hands for all those at the seder table. 
Those at the seder table may wash their hands or symbolically join with the Reader.

Washing of Hands and the BlessingWashing of Hands and the Blessing

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
asher kid’shanu, b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu, al n’tilat yadayim.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the universe, who 
has sanctified us with Your commandments and

has commanded us concerning the washing of the hands.
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57

Blessing over MatzahBlessing over Matzah

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam,
hamotzi lechem min haaretz.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the universe, who 
brings forth bread from the earth.

●◦

57

Blessing over MatzahBlessing over Matzah

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam,
asher kid’shanu, b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu, al achilat matzah. 

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the universe, who 
has sanctified us with Your commandments and has commanded 

us concerning the eating of unleavened bread.

◦● Eat the matzah.
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Maror: Blessing for Bitter HerbsMaror: Blessing for Bitter Herbs

READER: 

In preparation for eating maror, it is customary to dip 

the bitter herbs into the sweet charoset—but not 

enough to take away from the taste of bitterness. By 

doing so, we fulfill the second dipping referred to in the 

Four Questions. Since maror is a symbol of bitter 

enslavement and reclining is a symbol of freedom, we 

do not recline when we eat maror.

Dip a small piece of maror into the charoset.

58

Maror: Blessing for Bitter HerbsMaror: Blessing for Bitter Herbs

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam,
asher kid’shanu, b’mitzvotav v’tzivanu, al achilat maror.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the universe, who 
has sanctified us with Your commandments and 

has commanded us concerning the eating of bitter herbs. 

Eat the maror that was dipped in the charoset. 
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Hillel’s SandwichHillel’s Sandwich

The bottom matzah on the seder plate is broken and distributed. Each person takes 
some maror and charoset, places them on the matzah, and eats the sandwich.

READER:  

To carry out the injunction “They 

shall eat it with unleavened bread 

and bitter herbs” (Numbers 9:11), 

our great sage Hillel (first century 

BCE) combined matzah and maror

on Passover and ate them together. 

Tonight, we eat a sandwich of 

matzah, maror, and charoset to 

remember that in times of freedom, 

we must not forget the bitterness of 

slavery; and in times of oppression, 

we must keep alive the hope of 

freedom. 

61

AfikomanAfikoman

We will all enjoy Shulchan Orech at 
the end of the seder. In the 
meantime, we’ll eat dessert first! 

Afikoman is a Hebrew word based 
on a Greek word meaning “that 
which comes after the meal.”

Afikomen instructions here!

Eat Dessert 

First!
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Blessing for the Third Cup of WineBlessing for the Third Cup of Wine

READER: 

Now we remember God’s promise to our ancestors and 

to every generation: 

“I will redeem you with an outstretched arm 

and great acts of judgment.” (Exodus 6:6) 

V’gaalti etchem bizroa n’tuyah uvishfatim g’dolim.

READER: 

As we drink the third cup of wine, we celebrate the holy 

bonds between family and friends and our sacred 

connection to all men, women, and children of every 

religion, race, and creed. May the goodwill in each of us 

draw us closer to one another, strengthening the ties 

between us so we may help each other through hard times 

as well as joyously celebrate good times together.

63

Blessing for the Third Cup of WineBlessing for the Third Cup of Wine

READER: 

Together let us raise the third cup of wine and say:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
borei p’ri hagafen.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, 
Sovereign of the universe, 

Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

Drink the third cup of wine, and refill the wine cups.
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Opening the Door for ElijahOpening the Door for Elijah

READER: In these darkest nights, our ancestors were comforted by the hope of 

the coming of the Messiah. They believed that the Messiah would bring a 

better world, a world in which Israel and all peoples would live in dignity and 

peace.

CHILD:  When will this better world 

come?

READER: That is a mystery. Before the 

messianic day comes, however, the 

spirit of Elijah must live in the hearts of 

humankind. Our rabbis and sages teach 

that on Passover Elijah will come to 

announce the messianic age of peace 

and freedom. We open the door so that 

the prophet may enter.

The door is opened.

65

Sung in Hebrew
to traditional melody.

Eliyahu haNavi

Eliyahu haNavi

Eliyahu haTishbi,

Eliyahu Eliyahu

Eliyahu haGiladi.

Bimheirah v’yameinu

Yavo eileinu

Im mashiach

ben David (2x)

May Elijah the Prophet, 
Elijah the Tishbite, 
Elijah of Gilead, quickly 
in our day come to us 
heralding redemption.

77

78



3/26/2021

40

66-67

We Share Our BlessingsWe Share Our Blessings

READER: 
Tonight, we have opened our hearts to each other. We have sung songs, 

answered the Four Questions, offered blessings, and inspired one 

another in our study of God’s teachings through the telling of the story of 

the Exodus. 

We are blessed with life’s sweetness and the knowledge of God’s ways. 

We now give thanks for the many blessings we have received, with the 

prayer that everyone may soon share in them. 

Everyone is invited to share 

a blessing they have received 

or a blessing they pray 

everyone may soon enjoy.

Discussion: 

67

We Share Our BlessingsWe Share Our Blessings

TOGETHER: 

With words of praise, we celebrate God’s presence among us, 

now and in the days ahead, as we give thanks for the freedom 

we enjoy and our ability to come together and celebrate the 

Festival of Passover each year.
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Hallel: Songs of PraiseHallel: Songs of Praise

Kol han'shamah

t'haleil Yah, 

Hal'lu Yah! 

Hallelu…

67

Blessing for the Fourth Cup of WineBlessing for the Fourth Cup of Wine

READER: 

Now we remember God’s promise to our ancestors and 

to every generation: 

“I will take you to be My people, 

and I will be your God.” (Exodus 6:7) 

V‘lakachti etchem li l‘am v‘hayiti lachem leilohim.

READER: 

We dedicate the fourth cup of wine to shalom—to peace. 

May the One who broke Pharaoh’s yoke forever shatter all 

fetters of oppression and hasten the day when swords 

shall, at last, be turned into plowshares and spears into 

pruning hooks. (Isaiah 2:4)
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Blessing for the Fourth Cup of WineBlessing for the Fourth Cup of Wine

TOGETHER: 

May the State of Israel, all peoples in the Middle East, 

and peoples of every religion, race, and creed 

throughout the world soon experience the blessings of 

peace. 

READER: 

May God be gracious to us and dispel the darkness of 

ignorance and prejudice from all peoples.

TOGETHER: 

May our country be a beacon of liberty and justice for 

all peoples. May we all be blessed with peace and 

freedom and be kept safe from danger everywhere. 

67-68

Blessing for the Fourth Cup of WineBlessing for the Fourth Cup of Wine

READER: 

Together let us raise the fourth cup of wine and say:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam, 
borei p’ri hagafen.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, 
Sovereign of the universe, 

Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

Drink the fourth cup of wine.
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Chad gadya, chad gadya.
My father bought, for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the cat, and ate the goat
My father bought for two zuzim. 

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the dog, and bit the cat, 
that ate the goat
My father bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the stick, and beat the 
dog, that bit the cat, 
that ate the goat, my father bought for 
two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Chad gadya, chad gadya.
My father bought, for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the cat, and ate the goat
My father bought for two zuzim. 

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the dog, and bit the cat, 
that ate the goat
My father bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the stick, and beat the 
dog, that bit the cat, 
that ate the goat, my father bought for 
two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

74

CHAD GADYA / AN ONLY GOATCHAD GADYA / AN ONLY GOAT

A Poem/Song for the End of the SederA Poem/Song for the End of the Seder

●◦◦◦●◦◦◦

Then came the fire, and burned the 
stick, that beat the dog, that bit the 
cat, that ate the goat, my father 
bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the water, and quenched 
the fire, that burned the stick, that 
beat the dog, that bit the cat, that ate 
the goat, my father bought for two 
zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the ox, and drank the 
water, that quenched the fire, that 
burned the stick, that beat the dog, 
that bit the cat, that ate the goat, my 
father bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the fire, and burned the 
stick, that beat the dog, that bit the 
cat, that ate the goat, my father 
bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the water, and quenched 
the fire, that burned the stick, that 
beat the dog, that bit the cat, that ate 
the goat, my father bought for two 
zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the ox, and drank the 
water, that quenched the fire, that 
burned the stick, that beat the dog, 
that bit the cat, that ate the goat, my 
father bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

74

CHAD GADYA / AN ONLY GOATCHAD GADYA / AN ONLY GOAT

A Poem/Song for the End of the SederA Poem/Song for the End of the Seder

◦●◦◦◦●◦◦
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Then came the butcher, and killed the 
ox, that drank the water, that 
quenched the fire, that burned the 
stick, that beat the dog, that bit the 
cat, that ate the goat, my father 
bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the angel of death, and 
slew the butcher, that killed the ox, 
that drank the water, that quenched 
the fire, that burned the stick, that 
beat the dog, that bit the cat, that ate 
the goat, my father bought for two 
zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the butcher, and killed the 
ox, that drank the water, that 
quenched the fire, that burned the 
stick, that beat the dog, that bit the 
cat, that ate the goat, my father 
bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the angel of death, and 
slew the butcher, that killed the ox, 
that drank the water, that quenched 
the fire, that burned the stick, that 
beat the dog, that bit the cat, that ate 
the goat, my father bought for two 
zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

74

CHAD GADYA / AN ONLY GOATCHAD GADYA / AN ONLY GOAT

A Poem/Song for the End of the SederA Poem/Song for the End of the Seder

◦◦●◦◦◦●◦

Then came the Holy One—blessed 
be God—and destroyed the angel of 
death, that slew the butcher, that 
killed the ox, that drank the water, that 
quenched the fire, that burned the 
stick, that beat the dog, that bit the 
cat, that ate the goat, my father 
bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

Then came the Holy One—blessed 
be God—and destroyed the angel of 
death, that slew the butcher, that 
killed the ox, that drank the water, that 
quenched the fire, that burned the 
stick, that beat the dog, that bit the 
cat, that ate the goat, my father 
bought for two zuzim.

Chad gadya, chad gadya

74

CHAD GADYA / AN ONLY GOATCHAD GADYA / AN ONLY GOAT

A Poem/Song for the End of the SederA Poem/Song for the End of the Seder

◦◦◦●◦◦◦●
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GOD OF MIGHTGOD OF MIGHT

A Song for the End of the SederA Song for the End of the Seder

God of Might, God of Right,
Thee we give all glory;
Thine all praise in these days,
As in ages hoary;
When we hear, year by year,
Freedom’s wondrous story.

Now as erst, when Thou first
Made the proclamation,
Warning loud every proud,
Every tyrant nation,
We, Thy fame still proclaim,
Bend in adoration.

Be with all, who in thrall
To their tasks are driven;
By Thy power speed the hour
When their chains are riven;
Earth around will resound
Joyful hymns to heaven.

God of Might, God of Right,
Thee we give all glory;
Thine all praise in these days,
As in ages hoary;
When we hear, year by year,
Freedom’s wondrous story.

Now as erst, when Thou first
Made the proclamation,
Warning loud every proud,
Every tyrant nation,
We, Thy fame still proclaim,
Bend in adoration.

Be with all, who in thrall
To their tasks are driven;
By Thy power speed the hour
When their chains are riven;
Earth around will resound
Joyful hymns to heaven.

68

Next Year in JerusalemNext Year in Jerusalem

TOGETHER: 

Next year in 
Jerusalem!

Lashanah habaah 
birushalayim! 

NEXT YEAR IN PERSON!WE ADD: 
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58

The Meal
Is Served

91
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