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The prestigious and erudite Da’at Mikra Tanach commentary (to Yonah 3:9) compare 
the statement of the king of Nineveh to that which “we” say in Selihot “Ulai Yehus Am Ani 
V’Evyon, Ulai Yeruheim”.  While this is a fine comparison, there is a glaring problem in this 
statement.  The phrase quoted by Da’at Mikra is part of the Ashkenazic version of Selihot but is 
not included in the Sephardic ritual.  Unfortunately, such a myopic vision of who “we” are is 
fairly common in the Jewish community.  

 
Another example: Rav Yitzchak Yosef recounts about how when Shemirat Shabbat 

KeHilchata was first published, the cover page stated: “Hilchot Shabbat L’Bayit Yehudi” 
(Shabbat laws for the Jewish home), but the entire work was purely Ashkenazi Halacha! He 
wrote a letter complaining to the author Rav Neuwirth - "What, Sepharadim aren't Jews?!", and, 
in subsequent editions, the words were changed to those who follow the Rama (Rav Moshe 
Isserles, the primary Ashkenazic Halachic authority).  Many Sephardic Jews will affirm that they 
have encountered such statements numerous times.  

 
The situation is somewhat better among the younger generation of Torah educators who 

are more aware and sensitized to Sephardic practice.  Yet even among such leaders, inaccurate 
statements such as “Sephardic Jews do not recite a Bracha on Hallel”, “Sephardic women recite 
the Bracha before lighting Shabbat candles” and “Sepharadic Jews respond Baruch Hu UVaruch 
Shemo Even to Birkot HaMitzvah” persist.  While these leaders are aware of some of the better-
known rulings of Rav Ovadia Yosef, they are completely unaware of the dissenting opinions of 
other leading Sephardic lights such as Rav Shalom Messas, Hacham Ben Zion Abba Sha’ul and 
Rav Mordechai Eliyahu.  

 
Thus, a major objective of this column is to broaden the “we” by raising awareness of 

where Sephardic Jews’ practice differs from Ashkenaizc Jews.  In addition, our intention is to 
open the eyes of Torah scholars to the wide world of Sephardic Halacha which is exceedingly 
rich, diverse and vibrant. Sephardic readers as well would do well to broaden their horizons 
beyond the customs of their specific group. Maintaining the entire and broad Sephardic sub-
communities on one’s Halachic radar serves to enhance rather than detract from appreciation of 
one’s specific community’s customs.  

 
The divine orchestra, of the Jewish People and the Torah, is missing some of its crucial musicians when one limits the 

scope of his Halachic perspective.  Moreover, each of the musicians must be included to produce the highest quality of music. We 
hope that our column encourages a fuller activation and implementation of the complete Torah orchestra in the repertoire of every 
Torah educator and Torah educated Jew.  All Torah scholars and Jewish communities should be included in one’s “we”. 

  
This is an especially needed change in mindset nowadays as the Sephardic and Ashkenazic communities are closer than 

they have been in a thousand years.  Most Ashkenazic families (at least in the Religious Zionist and Modern Orthodox community) 
by now have at least one relative who has married a Sephardic Jew and vice versa.  More than ever we are Am Ehad, one nation 
and there is a pressing need to familiarize ourselves with the full range of Torah practice.  No longer is a Sephardic Jew a rarity 
in an Ashkenazic community.  Nearly every major Jewish community worldwide boasts both a Sephardic and Ashkenazic 
Minyan.    Moreover, it is reasonable to assert that at this point, approximately half of the world’s observant Jews are Sephardic.  

 
My dear friend and neighbor Aryeh Glatter related to me that as a youngster when he and his other Ashkenazic friends 

visited a Sephardic synagogue their reacted “how interesting!”.  When his Sephardic friends would visit an Ashkenazic shul the 
reacton was the same “how interesting!”.  We hope our readers, as they delve into our work and begin to learn and grasp the basis 
for the practices of the various sections of our Jewish community, react similarly by proclaiming “how interesting!”.  

 
 

Rabbi Haim Jachter 
 

Who are We? 
 

Zmanim & Services 

Friday Night 
 
Shir Hashirim              4:05 pm 
Candle Lighting         4:11 pm 
Minha          4:15 pm 
 

followed by Kabbalat Shabbat / 
Arvit 

 

Shabbat Morning 
 

Shaharit          8:30 am 
Latest Shema         9:32 am 
Minha          3:55 pm 
Arvit           4:56 pm  
Havdala                        5:06 pm 
Parent Child Learning  7:00 pm 

     
Weekly Schedule 

Shaharit 

Sunday          7:45 am 

Mon/Thu         6:20 am 

Tue/Wed/Fri         6:30 am 

 
Minha/Arvit 

Sunday          4:05 pm 
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Announcements 
 
 Kiddush this Shabbat is sponsored by the kiddush fund. Thanks to all who contribute to the kiddush fund. To donate please 

visit https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/kiddush-fund-donation.html. 
 
 Seudah Shelishit this Shabbat is sponsored by Rebecca and Elliot Anapolle in memory of Mozelle bat Rut, Moshe ben 

Eliyahu and Daniel ben Moshe. 
 

 Parent Child Learning this week is sponsored by Daisy and Alberto Attar for a refua shlema to Rikva bat Sara, Menahem 
Mendel ben Feyge, Ari ben Penina, Toufic ben Ester, Reuven Elyahu ben Miriam, Shimona bat Daniela, Reuven David ben 

Hana, Rachel bat Masal, Natan ben Ovadia, and Israel Itchak ben Reuven Menache.  
 

 Thank you to Jeff Esses for all his hard work in arranging the beautiful Hanuka Kiddush last week, thank you to all those 
who contributed and thank you to Ahrona and Alain Amar and Family for sponsoring Seudah Shlisheet last week. 

 
 Happy Birthday to Elianna Benhamu (Dec 18), Orly Benhamu (6 Tevet), Eithan Levin (Dec 16), Ilan Levy (11 Tevet), 

Elianna Ma'ayan Murad (11 Tevet) and Annabelle Simhon (7 Tevet). 
 

 Come and participate in our wonderful classes. See details below. 

Shaarei Orah Inaugural Dinner 

SAVE THE DATE: Dear Members and Friends, It is our pleasure to announce that the Inaugural Shaarei Orah Dinner will take place on 
Sunday, March 10, 2019, at 5:00pm at Congregation Ahavath Torah in Englewood, New Jersey. We are very excited to recognize the 

exceptional dedication and meaningful contributions of our Honorees and Awardees.  

 

 

 

Our Dinner is also an opportunity to celebrate the past, present and future of our wonderful Synagogue and Sephardic community.  We hope 
you will join us in expressing our gratitude to our outstanding Honorees and Awardees and to celebrating Shaarei Orah as the center of the 

Sephardic community in Teaneck. We look forward to personally greeting you on March 10, 2019! 

RSVP to the dinner here: sephardicteaneck.org/dinner2019. For more information please contact dinner@sephardicteaneck.org. 
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A Story – A King’s Painting 

Once upon a time, there was a Kingdom. The king there only had one leg and one eye, but he 
was very intelligent and kind. Everyone in his kingdom lived a happy and a healthy life because of their 
king. One day the king was walking through the palace hallway and saw the portraits of his ancestors. He 
thought that one day his children will walk in the same hallway and remember all the ancestors through 
these portraits. 

 
But the king did not have his portrait painted. Due to his physical disabilities, he wasn’t sure how 

his painting would turn out. So, he invited many famous painters from his and other kingdoms to the court. 
The king then announced that he wants a beautiful portrait made of himself to be placed in the palace. Any 
painter who can carry out this should come forward. He will be rewarded based on how the painting turns 
up. 

 
All of the painters began to think that the king only has one leg and one eye. How can his picture 

be made very beautiful? It is not possible and if the picture does not turn out to look beautiful then the king 
will get angry and punish them. So, one by one, all started to make excuses and politely declined to make 
a painting of the king. 

 
But suddenly one painter raised his hand and said that I will make a very beautiful portrait of 

you which you will surely like. The king became happy hearing that and other painters got curious. The 
king gave him the permission and the painter started drawing the portrait. He then filled the drawing with 
paints. Finally, after taking a long time, he said that the portrait was ready! 

 
All of the courtiers, other painters were curious and nervous thinking, how can the painter make 

the king’s portrait beautiful because the king is physically disabled? What if the king didn’t like the painting 
and gets angry? But when the painter presented the portrait, everyone in the court, including the king, left 
stunned. 

 
The painter made a portrait in which the king was sitting on the horse, on the one-leg side, holding 

his bow and aiming the arrow with his one eye closed. The king was very pleased to see that the painter 
has made a beautiful portrait by cleverly hiding the king’s disabilities. The King gave him a great reward. 

 
Moral: We should always think positive of others and ignore their deficiencies. We should learn 

to focus on the good things instead of trying to hide weaknesses. If we think and approach positively even 
in a negative situation, then we will be able to solve our problems more efficiently. 

Dvar Torah by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin 

The Torah states: 
 

"And Pharaoh said to Jacob, 'How 
many are the years of your life?' and Jacob said 
to Pharaoh, 'I have lived one hundred and thirty 
years. The years of my life were few and bad 
and they have not reached the years of my 
fathers" (Genesis 47;8-9). 

 
Ultimately, Jacob lived 33 years less 

than his father, Isaac. Why was he not granted 
the years of his father? 

 
The commentary Daas Zkainim cites 

the Midrash that Jacob was punished for saying 
that the days of his life were few and bad. He 
lacked appreciation for life. The Midrash tells 
us that the 33 years he was denied correspond 
to the 33 words in verses 8-9. 

 
Rabbi Chaim Shmuelevitz often 

cited this Midrash and explained that we 
should gain such a great appreciation for life 
itself that even if we have many difficulties in 
life, we will still live a life of joy. Experiencing 
this daily joy of living, we would be unable to 
say that our life was bad. The ultimate level to 
strive for is feeling a tremendous joy in living; 
then trivial matters will not cause you to 
complain. 

 
 Source – Aish.com 

Time to Smile  

One advantage of talking to yourself is that you 
know at least somebody's listening. 

                                         
                    

Wisdom of The Week by Ezra Ghazal 

We don’t know and we will never know HaShem’s ways. 

Weekly Riddle 

Forward I am heavy, but backward I am not. What am I? 

Answer is located on the back sheet, guess before you look!!! 

ALLERGY NOTICE 

Please be aware that we have children with serious, life-threatening, nut allergies in our synagogue. Due to concerns for nut allergies, Congregation Shaarei 
Orah is a “nut aware” facility. Accordingly, all food for both public and private events, including our Shabbat youth groups, may not contain nuts or nut products 
of any kind (this includes products that "may contain" nuts or that were "processed in a facility" that also processes nuts). While each parent is primarily 
responsible for the safety of his or her children, we do ask that you do not send your children to Shabbat groups with snacks and candy from home and to refrain 
from bringing in and distributing any food in the synagogue that contains (or may contain) nuts.  Your cooperation in keeping our children safe is appreciated.  

Also, candy used for any simha, such as bar mitzvah candy bags, must also abide by these guidelines. 

If you have any questions about what products are safe and what are prohibited, kindly contact the office at office@sephardicteaneck.org, prior to bringing into 
the synagogue. If your child has life threatening allergies of any kind, please let the office know ASAP so we can alert the congregants and youth leaders to help 
minimize the risk of any harm. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MORE… 

 
This Shabbat, following Mincha at 4:00pm at Keter Torah, 600 Roemer Ave., Teaneck, Rabbi Tzvi Sinensky will speak on " May I Choose My Baby's Gender? 
Playing G-d in the Jewish Tradition." 
 
Shabbat afternoon, December 15th, following Mincha, The Hon. Rachel Freier, the founder of Ezras Nashim and subject of the documentary 93Queen, will be 
giving a lecture at Congregation Rinat Yisrael, 389 West Englewood Ave, Teaneck. Judge Freier’s lecture is entitled: My Journey to the Bench. Judge Freier, 
whose career was highlighted in the recent acclaimed film "93 Queen", campaigned and was elected as a Civil Court judge for the Kings County 5th judicial district 
in New York State, thereby becoming the first Hasidic Jewish woman to be elected as a civil court judge in New York State and the first Hasidic woman to hold 
public office in United States history. After her election she was assigned to serve on the Criminal Court in the Kings County 5th judicial district. 
 
PROJECT EZRAH ANNUAL DINNER- Saturday, December 15th, Congregation Ahavath Torah, 240 Broad Avenue, Englewood, NJ, 8pm. Support Your 
Neighbors And Friends By Attending The Project Ezrah Dinner at  www.ezrah.org   or 201-569-9047. 
 
Musical IQ will be coming to BMOB on Sunday morning, December 16th @ 10:30 AM.  $7 a child. "Drum Tales is a live and interactive musical program for 
children. Set in the vast majestic plains of Africa, this program resembles the traditional drum-circle, combining storytelling, musical instrumentation, and song. 
Each participant is given an African drum, which becomes their medium of transportation as we rhythmically traverse through the royal territory of the Lion King 
of Africa. Wild animals, a rolling African thunderstorm, deserts and jungles, make this an unforgettable experience. Through an engaging, hands-on and interactive 
rapport, the facilitators guide the group, step by step, through a fun and insightful journey. On the way, participants will learn the basics behind the African Djembe 
drum and take away the skills to make some of their own music and rhythms." 
 
The YU Student Medical Ethics Society and The YU Center for the Jewish Future invite you to participate in The 12th annual Medical Ethics Conference,The 
ART of Parenthood: Exploring the Future of Fertility, on Sunday December 16th from 9am - 1pm, at Yeshiva University in Washington Heights, 500 West 185th 
St. Conference is sponsored by the Community Synagogue of Monsey in honor of Rabbi Moshe D. Tendler and will feature discussions on the topics of posthumous 
reproduction, oncofertility, artificial wombs and epigenetics. Visit yumedicalethics.comfor more information.  
 
AMIT Hindy Weinstock Geula Chapter invites you to Monte Carlo Night on Saturday, December 29 at 8:30 pm at the home of Annie & Yale Baron in Teaneck. 
For more information and to make a reservation, go to www.amitchildren.org/Teaneck  or contact Genene Kaye atgenenek@amitchildren.org. 
 
Rabbi Steven Pruzansky will be leading a Congregation Bnai Yeshurun Jewish Heritage Trip to Latvia, Lithuania and Belarus from May 13-20, 2019. We will be 
exploring Riga, Dvinsk, Boisk, Vilna, Kovno, Radin and Volozhin, among other places. Shabbat will be celebrated in Vilna. The resident historian will be Rav 
Avraham Krieger, founder of Shem Olam. There are about ten spots left, and we invite members of the community to join. Those interested should contact Rabbi 
Pruzansky at Rabbi@Bnaiyeshurun.org or log onto http://heritageseminars.org/eventsarchive/congregation-bnei-yeshurun-seminar/ 
 
CCSA welcomes any family member with a loved one suffering from addiction and substance abuse issues to our local support group, which meets every other 
Wednesday evening in Teaneck. The group is free of charge and is facilitated by clinicians specializing in addiction. For more information and the location of the 
meeting, please email Time2TalkAddiction@gmail.com.  
 
 

*** Answer to the Weekly Riddle – Forward I am ton, backwards I am not.*** 

 
WEEKLY SHIURIM @ SHAAREI ORAH 

 Rabbi Jachter: - Shabbat morning Pre-Sha’harit Humash Shiur at 8:30am - Shabbat afternoon shiur on Hilchot Shabbat: 40 min before Minha - 
Thursday evenings at 7:30pm at 315 Churchill Road on Torah & Science. 

 
 Rabbi Michael Chernlck:  Hilchot Yom Tov, Tuesday night, 8:15 pm 

 Shaarei Orah Contact Information 

Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. Please mail all donations & payments to:  
Shaarei Orah – 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 or online at www.sephardicteaneck.org 

Tizku L’mitzvot!!! To sponsor any event, send a donation card, place an ad in the newsletter or to receive our weekly newsletter by email please contact 
office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800. 

Shorashai Orah, the sisterhood of Shaarei Orah contact: shorashai.orah@gmail.com  

RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter - rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org 

President: Joshua Murad - president@sephardicteaneck.org 

Vice President: Shlomo Levy | Treasurer: Isaac Dayan | Secretary: Blanche Silver | Gabbai: Shalom Shushan 

Billing questions contact: finance@sephardicteaneck.org 


