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Abarbanel’s Question: Abarbanel’s question regarding David HaMelech’s instruction 
to Shlomo HaMelech to kill Yoav ben Teruyah looms large whenever one encounters Melachim 
I 2.  This story is read relatively frequently, as it serves as the Haftarah for Parashat VaYechi.  

The question is as follows: If Yoav is such a terrible villain, as David HaMelech portrays 
him to be on his deathbed, why does David HaMelech delegate Yoav’s execution to Shlomo 
HaMelech?  Why does David HaMelech not kill Yoav himself?  

The Malbim and Abarbanel: Abarbanel answers that while Yoav poses a nuisance to 
David HaMelech during his reign, he does not pose a mortal threat to David HaMelech’s well-
established and well-accepted rule.  Shlomo HaMelech, who is installed on the throne, and 
avoids death at the hands of his rivals by the proverbial skin of his teeth, is far more 
vulnerable.  Thus, since Yoav presents a potentially mortal threat to Shlomo HaMelech and his 
reign, David HaMelech gives Shlomo HaMelech the order to eliminate Yoav if the latter deems 
it necessary. 

The Malbim answers that David HaMelech tolerates Yoav since he is needed for his 
exceptional military capabilities.  Presumably, by the time Shlomo HaMelech assumes the 
throne, Yoav is considerably past his prime, and is no longer needed to the extent he was needed 
during David HaMelech’s reign. 

In addition, Shlomo HaMelech’s reign is a time of military stability, during which 
military needs are not as urgent as they were during David HaMelech’s reign.  For example, in 
Melachim I 4, Shlomo HaMelech’s minister of defense is listed as fourth in rank of his top 
advisors, while in Shmuel II 20:23-26, David HaMelech’s minister of defense is listed first.  

Moreover, the long list of top warriors who serve under David HaMelech that appears 
in Shmuel II 23 has no parallel in Sefer Melachim in regards to Shlomo HaMelech.  While 
Shlomo HaMelech does establish a permanent army, it seems that there is not a pressing need 
for one outstanding person such as Yoav to be deemed indispensable to the extent that his major 
sins need to be overlooked.   

Make a New Plan Shlomo HaMelech: The overarching message that David HaMelech 
imparts to Shlomo HaMelech is not to remain mired in the past.  Shlomo HaMelech will face 

new challenges, and he must adjust and not simply (to use sports terminology) run “plays” from his father’s “playbook.”  He will 
have to “be a man,” as David HaMelech instructs him (Melachim I 2:2), and chart new paths to confront the brave new world that 
he will face.  

Making a New Plan in Sefer Melachim: The willingness and ability to adjust to new realities is a sine qua non for 
successful leadership.  The failure to adjust to new reality is a recurring theme in Sefer Melachim and serves as a significant 
contributing factor to the Churban.  

Rechavam, when faced with a demand to lower taxes, instead threatens to raise taxes (Melachim I 12).  Rechavam, who 
assumed the throne at age forty-one, is accustomed to his father Shlomo HaMelech wielding a strong hand to those who challenge 
him.  Rechavam, when faced with a challenge at his inauguration, takes a page from his father’s playbook to address the issue.  

This strategy fails miserably due to Rechavam’s failure to adjust to the new reality.  First, the people have completely 
run out of patience with the heavy labor and financial tax burden imposed on them by Shlomo HaMelech and are no longer willing 
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or able to tolerate it.  Second, Rechavam (to paraphrase Ronald Reagan) is no Shlomo HaMelech, and his threats of violent 
enforcement of his taxation policies are, at best, not taken seriously.  

Other examples of leaders in Sefer Melachim who fail to adjust are the kings of the Northern Kingdom.  Despite repeated 
failures and dynasties that do not stand the test of time, king after northern king maintain Yarav'am ben Nevat’s failed religious 
reforms.  Most disappointing is Yeihu, who, on the one hand, courageously carries out his prophetic mandate to eliminate Avodah 
Zarah, and on the other hand, fails to change course and eliminate Yarav'am’s failed new Judaism.  

The final kings of Yehudah also fail to adjust to the new reality and Yirmiyahu’s bold prophetic message to capitulate to 
Babylonian rule.  False prophets and other misguided leaders prop up the last Judean kings’ wishes to misguidedly attempt to 
preserve the status quo of Jewish rule in Eretz Yisrael.  All they have to do is adjust to the reality of a temporary seventy-year 
Babylonian occupation of Eretz Yisrael and perform Teshuvah. Yirmiyahu prophesies (Yirmiyahu 25) that Jewish sovereignty 
will be restored after the seventy years. Sadly, Yirmiyahu’s message to adjust is spurned, and, ultimately, the Beit HaMikdash is 
destroyed.  Had the final Judean kings only heeded Yirmiyahu’s advice, unnecessary bloodshed and exile could have been 
avoided. 

Conclusion: As we listen to the Haftarah of Parashat VaYechi, we are reminded to follow in the example of Shlomo 
HaMelech at the start of his rule.  From beginning of life to its end, we must always read the signals and ever-changing realities, 
and make the necessary adjustments to fulfill our life’s mission to serve as the most effective servants of Hashem to the very best 
of our abilities. 

Announcements 
 

 Kiddush this week is sponsored by The Kiddush Fund. To contribute to the kiddush fund, please visit 
https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/kiddush-fund-donation.html. 

 
 Seudah Shelisheet this week is sposnored by Abigail and Hanan Zarfati  for Hanan's grandfather's azkara, Hananya ben 

Yakov and Abby’s father’s azkara, Yaakov Emunathel Ben Yehuda Leib.To sponsor Seudah Shelisheet please 
visit  https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/seudah.  

 
 The Teen Minyan will take place this week! Boys and girls AGES 12-18 ONLY are invited to take part in 

our Teen Minyan beginning at 9:30 AM in the upstairs Beit Midrash. We kindly ask that everyone please come on time so 
that we can start tefila promptly. Donuts will be served at 9AM and is sponsored by an anonymous family. There is no 
teen kiddush.  For more information regarding the minyan and to offer to sponsor future teen minyan kiddushim  please 

contact Shalom Shushan - shushanshalom@yahoo.com or Ehud Sasson- ehudsasson@gmail.com. We respectfully 
remind all adults to attend the main minyan and kiddush in the social hall only.      

 
 Parent Child Learning is sponsored by The Sasson Family. This year’s program is dedicated l'ilui nishmat Richard 

Schulz z"l. To sponsor please visit https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/ParentChild   
 
 Motzei Shabbat Parent Child Learning Program will take place at 7:00 PM - Learning in the Social Hall, 7:35 PM 
- Divrei Torah given by youth members. Followed by: Raffle with prizes, pizza and ice cream ***We will start on time. 
Please arrive promptly!*** For more information or to sponsor please contact Ehud Sasson - ehudsasson@gmail.com  

 
 Happy Birthday to Elianna Ma'ayan Murad (Jan 11), Julia Esses (Jan 12) and Yael Bellin (Jan 13). Happy Birthday to 

all of our January birthdays being celebrated in youth groups this Shabbat. For more information please 
contact ericajgoldberg@gmail.com.   

 
 The deadline for all submissions to the weekly newsletter is Thursday at 10AM. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 
 Come and participate in our wonderful classes. See details on the back page of the newsletter. 
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A Story – A Beautiful Solution 

A father was engrossed in his work while his little daughter 
constantly distracted him in an attempt for him to make him play with 
her.  

 
To keep her busy, the man tore a page of printed map of the 

world from a magazine into pieces and asked her to go to her room and 
put them together to make the map again. The daughter was very young, 
and he was pretty sure that she would take hours to get it done. 

 
The father was surprised when he saw his little one coming out 

of the room with a smile and the perfect map within a few minutes. The 
stunned man asked his daughter how she could solve the puzzle so 
quickly. 

 
“Daddy, there is a woman’s face on the other side of the paper, 

When I made the face perfect, I got the map right.”, replied the young 
girl. 

 
Moral: There is always the other side to whatever you 

experience in this world. Whenever we come across a challenge or a 
puzzling situation, look at the other side.  You will be surprised to see a 
different approach to tackle the problem. 

 
 

Dvar Torah  

 
 The parsha, Torah portion, opens with Jacob on 

his deathbed 17 years after arriving in Egypt. Jacob 
blesses Joseph's two sons, Manasseh (Menashe) and 
Ephraim (to this day it is a tradition to bless our sons every 
Shabbat evening with the blessing, "May the Almighty 
make you like Ephraim and Manasseh" — they grew up 
in the Diaspora amongst foreign influences and still 
remained devoted to the Torah. The Shabbat evening 
blessing for girls is "to be like Sarah, Rivka, Rachel, and 
Leah"). He then individually blesses each of his sons. The 
blessings are prophetic and give reproof, where 
necessary. 

 
A large retinue from Pharaoh's court 

accompanies the family to Hebron to bury Jacob in the 
Ma'arat Hamachpela, the burial cave purchased by 
Abraham. The Torah portion ends with the death of 
Joseph and his binding the Israelites to bring his remains 
with them for burial when they are redeemed from slavery 
and go to the land of Israel. Thus, ends the book of 
Genesis! 
 

Source – Aish.com 

Wisdom of The Week by Ezra Ghazal 

Whoever is kind to the cruel will end up being cruel to the kind – Talmud 

Weekly Riddle 

I walk on my head all day. What am I? 

Answer is located on the back sheet, guess before you 
look!!! 

Time to Smile  

One hard thing to explain to teens is how legitimately exciting it 
used to be when someone would wheel in an overhead projector. 

@juliussharpe 

                                          

G‑d in High School by Moshe Goldman 

Question: I know that everything I do can be meaningful. My rabbi says that everything we do has to be an act of preparation for Moshiach. But how 
can studying for my high school diploma be a preparation for Moshiach? 

Response: The Rebbe replied that to place Torah in one world and science in another borders on having more than one G‑d. Rather, all knowledge 
should have the same purpose, to further our awareness of the one Creator of All Things. So, too, your high school studies are a way that you can 

further your awareness of G‑d. And since Moshiach means a time when G‑dliness will be obvious, furthering your awareness of G‑d and making Him 
more obvious in your life fits right into the preparations for Moshiach. 

Here are some suggestions on how to find G‑d in your studies: When you study biology, you can marvel at the complexity, detail and precision of 
G‑d's creations. How can a person praise G‑d without contemplating the many miracles of life? When you study history, you can ponder the Divine 

Providence with which G‑d ran the show at that particular period, and His mysterious reasons behind it. When you study English, you can think about 
how G‑d split the world up into many different languages at the time of the Tower of Bavel, and how prior to that there was a unity prevalent among 

all mankind—which we need to bring back. These are all just examples. Do the same with every subject—find the point in it that you can use to 
connect it with something G‑dly. When you open up your books, don't think "I hate this pointless stuff that has no connection to Judaism or 

anything real," rather think that "I am now going to dig until I find something that is real here, and then I will focus on that and make it the 
most important aspect of this subject for me." Source – Chabad.org 
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MORE… 

Congregation Rinat Yisrael presents "The Unorthodox" - A film by Eliran Malka. The film is about an orthodox single father whose daughter was expelled from 
school for ethnic reasons decides to run for the city elections and almost single-handedly established the first ethnic political group in Israel which today is an 
empire with half a million voters and significant implications to society. It's based on a real story. The film will be followed by a Q&A with Hedva and Gilad 
Goldschmidt. Hedva is the founder and managing director of Go2Films, a leading Israeli film distribution company representing top Israeli documentaries, fiction 
films and TV series. This event will take place on January 11, 2020 at 8PM at Rinat Yisrael, 389 W Englewood Ave, Teaneck. The cost is $10 per person. 
 
The Northern New Jersey Holocaust Memorial & Education Center invites you to an hear the Honorable Jason Greenblatt Former Assistant to the President and 
the White House Special Envoy to the Middle East discuss Insights into Middle East Diplomacy & the Rise of Antisemitism through the Eyes of a Son of 
Survivors to benefit the capital campaign of the Northern New Jersey Holocaust Memorial & Education Center’s Centerpiece Sculpture Project Sunday, January 
12, 2019 at 7:30 PM Congregation Keter Torah 600 Roemer Ave, Teaneck, NJ 07666 Suggested donation $36 Pre-event reception with Mr. Greenblatt at 6:30 
with minimum donation of $500 Donations of over $100 will be printed on the program and displayed on a scroll of honor Special Tribute Awards: Community 
Leadership Award, State Senator Loretta Weinberg, And Holocaust Awareness Award to Norbert Strauss. For more info or to donate go 
to: www.nnjholocaustmemorial.org 
 
On Sunday, January 12th at 4:00pm at Bergen County Academies, 200 Hackensack Ave, Hackensack, the Jewish Federation of New Jersey will be convening 
a Security Summit at Bergen Academies in Hackensack. Those in attendance will hear from elected officials regarding anti-Semitism, members of law enforcement, 
and community leaders.  In additional to institutional safety; the topic of personal security will also be covered. We hope that we can count on you to attend and 
to widely disseminate the invitation to the summit. 
 
NechamaComfort is an organization that offers support and guidance to families who have experienced infant or pregnancy loss. We invite you to join our monthly 
support group meeting (which meets the second Tuesday of each month) at the Jewish Family and Children Services 1485 Teaneck Road, Teaneck NJ 07666. This 
month we are meeting on Tuesday January 14th. from 7:00-9:00 pm. Women and men are both welcome. For more information about NechamaComfort, please 
go to nechamacomfort.org. 
 

*** Answer to the Weekly Riddle – A nail in a horseshoe........*** 
 

WEEKLY SHIURIM @ SHAAREI ORAH 

 Rabbi Jachter: - Weekly e-mail 5-minute Sephardic Shiur of the week - Hebrew version and English version. To join Rabbi Jachter's "Halacha To Go" 
WhatsApp group please click here https://chat.whatsapp.com/B57KmA6aEyV2t8Hcgpkqu4. Rabbi Michael Chernlck:  Beginner's Talmud, Tuesday 

nights, 8:30-9:30 pm 
 

Shaarei Orah Contact Information 

Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. Please mail all donations & payments to: Shaarei Orah – 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 or online at 
www.sephardicteaneck.org  

Tizku L’mitzvot!!! To sponsor any event, send a donation card, place an ad in the newsletter or to receive our weekly newsletter by email please contact 
office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800. 

Shorashai Orah, the sisterhood of Shaarei Orah contact: shorashai.orah@gmail.com | RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter - rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org 
President: Joshua Murad - president@sephardicteaneck.org  |Treasurer: Isaac Dayan | Secretary: Blanche Silver | Gabbai: Shalom Shushan 

Billing questions contact: finance@sephardicteaneck.org 

ALLERGY NOTICE 

Shaarei Orah is a “nut aware” facility. All food for both public and private events, including our Shabbat youth groups, may not contain nuts or nut products of 
any kind (this includes products that "may contain" nuts or that were "processed in a facility" that also processes nuts). For more details please 

contact office@sephardicteaneck.org 

Shaarei Orah Newsletter Community Sponsor:  

 


