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A magnificent portrayal of Hacham Yitzhak Yosef appears in the 22 Kislev edition 
of Mishpacha magazine.  The essay describes the fine success enjoyed by Rav Yitzhak 
Yosef in his first seven years as the Rishon L’Tzion/Sephardic Chief Rabbi of the State of 
Israel.  

            The success is evident from the range of his activities and reach.  First and foremost 
are the thousands of Teshuvot he has sent to communities worldwide about an 
extraordinarily wide range of issues.  In this past year alone, Hacham Yitzchak wrote no less 
than three thousand Teshuvot!  Samplings of the topics are resolving a Kilayim question 
posed by farmers in the Golan Heights, a sensitive question regarding burial of a woman of 
questionable status in Chile and whether a synagogue in Mexico City may keep its parking 
lot open on Shabbat. 

            In the United States Rav Yosef resolved the very sensitive question regarding the 
validity of conversions performed by a rabbi who later served time in prison for a heinous 
crime.  Rav Yitzhak confirmed the validity of the conversions! 

            However, Rav Yosef’s activities are not restricted to Halacha.  In light of Israel’s 
burgeoning foreign relations Rav Yosef has the stature and dignity to be presented to meet 
with Russian Premier Vladimir Putin, American President Trump and to interact with imams 
from neighboring Arab lands with whom Israel is beginning to form connections (the article 
presents a charming story of how Hacham Yitzhak learned Arabic from when his parents 
who spoke to each other about their children’s progress and challenges in Arabic).  

            Hacham Yitzhak has also emerged as a chief rabbi for all observant and even 
traditional Jews.  He rescinded the Chief Rabbinate’s guidebook for Pesah when he deemed 
it too strict.  He has quietly convinced mayors of towns in Gush Dan to refrain from running 
busses on Shabbat and has led a court battle to prevent the introduction of Hametz to Israeli 
hospitals during Pesah.  He is a quality speaker and manages to visit nearly every Israeli 
town to address the community at least once a year.  He even makes time to visit Jewish 
communities outside of Eretz Yisrael. 

It is not easy being the son of an extraordinarily great man.  King Rechavam, the son and successor to Shlomo 
HaMelech was a terrible failure.  Rechavam foolishly portrayed himself as the equal to his father.  He also failed to adjust 
to the new realities of his reign.  

            Hacham Yitzhak’s steers clear of these pitfalls.  He does not pretend to be the equal of his father.  He humbly 
presents himself as the proverbial short individual standing on the shoulders of a giant.  Moreover, in the words of 
Mishpacha’s front page caption, he “channels his father’s vision to a new landscape”.  He capably adjusts to new realities 
and has met with success.  Although lacking the larger than life personality of his father Rav Ovadia, he does have a Hein, 
charisma and intelligence that capably continues and furthers the spiritual agendas set by his illustrious father.  

            However, all this might not have happened if not for a defining episode in 1993.  Hacham Yitzhak was forty years 
of age at that time and was already establishing a stellar reputation.  He began at age eighteen to compose his monumental 
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works Yalkut Yosef.  Rav Ovadia had, for the most part, simply been composing Teshuvot and not provided a day to day 
Halachic guide for Sephardic Jews.  

Hacham Yitzhak stepped in with his Yalkut Yosef to fill the void.  Forty very high quality volumes have been 
published to date and every Sephardic synagogue and Yeshiva is replete with these volumes.  In this work he follows his 
father’s example and casts a wide net, making room for both the lenient and the strict.    

Moreover, in 1980 he assumed the leadership of Kollel Hazon Ovadia which trains Sephardic young men to become 
Dayanim (rabbinic judges).  Hacham Yitzhka’s plate was full and he could have remained in these roles for the rest of his 
life.  

However, in 1993 Rav Ovadia invited his son to visit for Shabbat.  After the Shabbat meal they went for a stroll 
along Talbieh’s Jabotinsky Street where the Rav Ovadia and Rabbanit Margalit lived at that time.  Standing outside the Beit 
HaNassi, Rav Ovadia told Hacham Yitzhak that he wanted him to, in addition to writing Yalkut Yosef and heading the 
Kollel for Dayanim, to head a new Yeshiva Hazon Ovadia.  This Yeshiva would be geared for older teens to train them in 
the way of the Sephardic Halachic tradition.  

There was a great need for the establishment of this Yeshiva, but Hacham Yitzhak demurred.  He did not think he 
could handle yet another large responsibility.  

Where Rav Oavdia was unable to convince, Rabbanit Margalit intervened.  She told her son that she was willing 
to invest her entire life savings of 600,000 Shekel into the creation of the Yeshiva.  To this Hacham Yitzhak could not say 
no.  The Yeshiva now has two branches and more than five hundred Talmidim. 

As Rosh Yeshiva Hacham Yitzhak developed the people and administrative skills that enabled him to serve not 
only as a top world class Posek but also to serve as a successful chief rabbi for Israel in the twenty first century.  

So much of the success we described at the beginning may be attributed to Rabbanit Margalit.  While Rav Ovadia 
most certainly provided excellent training and set an excellent example, it was Rabbanit Margalit who inspired him to Torah 
greatness from a young age and even in adulthood. 

In Sefer Shemot we learn of the greatness of our grandmothers who enabled us to persevere during the many years 
of suffering in Mitzrayim.  In the merit of the Nashim Tzidkaniyot, righteous women, the nation was redeemed.  In our 
times, it is the merit of not only a great Rav but also a modest but equally great woman who inspired her son to emerge as 
a stellar Rishon L’Tziyon.   

Announcements 
 

 Kiddush this week is sponsored by The Kiddush Fund. To contribute to the kiddush fund, please visit 
https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/kiddush-fund-donation.html. 

 
 Seudah Shelisheet this week is co-sponsored by Rachel and Itamar Carmi for the azkara of Itamar's father שלום בן מנחם הלוי 

and by Amy Elfman and family in memory of Richard Schulz, z'l on what would have been the 54th anniversary of his bar 
mitzvah. Richard - you will always be in our hearts. To sponsor Seudah Shelisheet please 

visit  https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/seudah.  
 

 Parent Child Learning is cancelled this week due to Yeshiva break. 
  

 Happy Birthday to Frances Gozland (Jan 26) and Hana Steiner (Jan 29). 
 

 The deadline for all submissions to the weekly newsletter is Thursday at 10AM. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 Come and participate in our wonderful classes. See details on the back page of the newsletter. 
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A Story – The Eighteenth Camel 

There once lived a king who announced to prize the artist 
who would paint the best painting depicting peace. Many great 
painters sent the king several of their best art pieces. One of the 
pictures among the various master pieces was of a calm lake 
perfectly mirroring peacefully towering snow-capped mountains. 
Overheard was a blue clear sky with fluffy clouds. The picture was 
perfect. Most of the people who viewed the pictures of peace from 
various artists thought that it was the best among all. 
 

But when the king announced the winner, everyone was 
shocked. The picture which won the prize had mountains too, but 
they were rugged and bare. The sky looked very angry and there 
was lightning.  This did not look peaceful at all.  

 

It looked like the artist had mistakenly submitted his 
painting depicting storm rather than peace.  But if anyone looked 
closely at the painting, they could see a tiny bush growing in the 
cracks in the rock. In the bush a mother bird had built her nest. In 
the midst of the rush of angry weather, the bird sat on her nest in 
peace. The mother bird at her calm, despite her chaotic 
surrounding, indeed was the best representation for peace. 
 

Moral: Peace does not come in a place where there is no 
noise or trouble. Peace comes in the midst of all the chaos. Real 
peace is in the state of mind, not in the state of the surroundings.  

 

Dvar Torah  

 

 
 
Here begins the story of the Ten Plagues 

which God put upon the Egyptians not only to effect 
the release of the Jewish people from bondage, but 
to show the world that He is the God of all creation 
and history.  

 
The first nine plagues are divisible into three 

groups: 1) the water turning to blood, frogs, lice 2) 
wild beasts, pestilence/epidemic, boils 3) hail, 
locust, and darkness. 

 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch explains that 

these were punishments measure for measure for 
afflicting the Jewish people with slavery:  

 
1) The first of each group reduced Egyptians 

in their own land to the insecurity of strangers. 2) 
The second of each group robbed them of pride, 
possessions and a sense of superiority. 3) The third 
in each group imposed physical suffering. 

 
Source – Aish.com 

Wisdom of The Week by Ezra Ghazal 

Delight in the beauty that surround you 

Weekly Riddle 

If you have me you want to share me, if you share me 
you won’t have me. What am I? 

Answer is located on the back sheet, guess before you 
look!!! 

Time to Smile  

Stolen Prosthetic Arm Discovered in a Secondhand Shop 

Daily Echo, England 
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MORE… 

AMIT Great Teaneck Hindy Weinstock Geula Chapter invites you to Monte Carlo Night on Saturday, February 1st at 8:30 pm at 
the home of Annie & Yale Baron in Teaneck. For more information and to make a reservation, go 
to www.amitchildren.org/TeaneckMonteCarlo  or contact Robbie Fried at RobbieF@amitchildren.org. 
 
Project Ezrah is pleased to once again be offering “The Aisle”, a very important seminar to young couples in Bergen County. This 
seminar will take place on February 9th, at 5:30 PM at Congregation Beth Abraham. The goal is to educate newlyweds and engaged 
couples on the importance of talking about money and providing them with the tools to work together on a path toward a financially 
healthy lifestyle. There is no charge tor this event and dinner is included.  To RSVP for The Aisle, please email Theaisle@ezrah.org. 
Looking forward to seeing you there.   
 
High school students are welcome to join Team OneFamily run in the Jerusalem Marathon in March of 2020.  For more information 
they may email Naomi@OneFamilyFund.org.   
 
Chessed for Tzedakah is a chessed organization that tutors and babysits for low, affordable prices, and gives all of their tutoring and 
babysitting money to Beit Elazraki, a Jewish orphanage in Israel. This organization is running for its second year. Please visit us 
at www.chessedfortzedakah.com. The girls from the Rosenbaum Yeshiva of North Jersey are running this chessed project. 
 
Please join us for a support group for loved ones of those struggling with substance abuse and addiction. We meet every other 
Wednesday night in Teaneck at 8:15 p.m.  For more information, please email CCSA at time2talkaddiction@gmail.com.   
 

*** Answer to the Weekly Riddle – A seceret........*** 
 

WEEKLY SHIURIM @ SHAAREI ORAH 

 Rabbi Jachter: - Weekly e-mail 5-minute Sephardic Shiur of the week - Hebrew version and English version. To join Rabbi Jachter's "Halacha To Go" 
WhatsApp group please click here https://chat.whatsapp.com/B57KmA6aEyV2t8Hcgpkqu4. Rabbi Michael Chernlck:  Beginner's Talmud, Tuesday 

nights, 8:30-9:30 pm 
 Shaarei Orah Contact Information 

Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. Please mail all donations & payments to: Shaarei Orah – 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 
or online at www.sephardicteaneck.org  

 
Tizku L’mitzvot!!! To sponsor any event, send a donation card, place an ad in the newsletter or to receive our weekly newsletter by email please 

contact office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800. 
 

Shorashai Orah, the sisterhood of Shaarei Orah contact: shorashai.orah@gmail.com | RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter - 

rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org 

President: Joshua Murad - president@sephardicteaneck.org  |Treasurer: Isaac Dayan | Secretary: Blanche Silver | Gabbai: Shalom Shushan 

Billing questions contact: finance@sephardicteaneck.org 

ALLERGY NOTICE 

Shaarei Orah is a “nut aware” facility. All food for both public and private events, including our Shabbat youth groups, may not contain nuts or nut products of 
any kind (this includes products that "may contain" nuts or that were "processed in a facility" that also processes nuts). For more details please 

contact office@sephardicteaneck.org 

Notice 

Shaarei Orah reserves the right to use any photograph/video taken at a synagogue event without the expressed written permission of those 
included within the photograph/video. Shaarei Orah may use the photograph/video in publications or other media material produced, used or 
contracted by Shaarei Orah including, but not limited to, news releases, websites, social media, brochures, newspapers, magazines, television, 

books, invitations, marketing purposes, etc. Any person desiring not to have his/her photo distributed must 
contact office@sephardicteaneck.org in writing of his/her intentions and include a photograph. Shaarei Orah will use this photo for identification 

purposes and will hold it in confidence. Please understand that verbal notice will not be sufficient. 
 


