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LeBron James Doesn’t Deserve a Free Pass - by Rabbi Efrem Goldberg

Zmanim & Services
PARASHAT VA'ERA
SHABBAT MEVARCHIM
JANUARY 5, 2019

Friday Night
Shir Hashirim
Candle Lighting
Minha

4:15 pm
4:23 pm
4:25 pm

followed by Kabbalat Shabbat
/ Arvit

Shabbat Morning
Shaharit
Latest Shema
Minha
Arvit
Havdala

8:30 am
9:41 am
4:10 pm
5:09 pm
5:19 pm
Parent Child Learning 7:00 pm

Weekly Schedule

Shaharit
Sunday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Wed/Fri

8:00 am
6:20 am
6:30 am

Minha/Arvit
Sunday

4:20 pm

LeBron James has a following on Instagram more populous than 203 countries. When nearly 46 million people
sign up to read everything you have to say, you have a responsibility to be extra thoughtful, careful and mindful of what
you post. LeBron is well aware of the platform he has, as he mentioned in his statement reacting to the events in
Charlottesville, Virginia last year: “I know there’s a lot of tragic things happening in Charlottesville. I just want to speak
on it right now. I have this platform and I’m somebody that has a voice of command, and the only way for us to get better
as a society, and for us to get better as people, is love. And that’s the only way we’re going to be able to conquer something
as one.” He continued by calling for us to take personal responsibility for how we speak and our attitudes towards one
another: “It’s about us looking in the mirror. Kids all the way up to the adults. All of us looking in the mirror and saying,
‘What can we do better to help change?’’ And if we can all do that and give 110 percent and give both foots forward, then
that’s all you can ask for. So, shout out to the innocent people in Charlottesville and shout out to everybody across the
world that just want to be great and just want to love”. Fast forward to this week, when LeBron failed to meet the very
standard he called for. Last Saturday, one of the most famous and recognizable athletes on the planet posted to Instagram
the lyrics of a song by the performer 21 Savage: “We been getting that Jewish money. Everything is Kosher.”
Throughout our history, it is well-documented that oppression, persecution and attempted exterminations
began with rhetoric and propaganda revolving around Jews and money. Invoking the trope connecting Jews to money is
as hurtful to us as posting a lyric that contains a stereotype that would offend any other minority. The author of the lyric
tweeted to his 2.8 million followers what he thought was an apology, but in actuality was just a further insult: The Jewish
people I know are very wise with there [sic] money so that’s why I said we been gettin Jewish money I never thought
anyone would take offense. I’m sorry if I offended everybody never my intention I love all people.
LeBron’s Instagram post attracted attention and criticism. He responded: Apologies, for sure, if I offended
anyone. That’s not why I chose to share that lyric. I always [post lyrics]. That’s what I do. I ride in my car, I listen to great
music, and that was the byproduct of it. So, I actually thought it was a compliment, and obviously it wasn’t through the
lens of a lot of people. My apologies. It definitely was not the intent, obviously, to hurt anybody. LeBron’s apology is the
perfect example of how not to say you are sorry. Rather than accept responsibility for making a mistake, he wrote the
popular but ineffective if: “if I offended anyone.” Rather than take ownership, he offered an explanation. “I always post
lyrics, that’s what I do.” Rather than admit it was poor judgment and an objective mistake, he said it was misunderstood
“through the lens of a lot of people.” Apologies filled with rationalizations, explanations and deflections are not apologies.
Apologies filled with rationalizations, explanations and deflections are not apologies. In fact, even using the
word apology is very different than saying sorry. The origin of the word “apology” is the Greek “apologia,” which means
justification, explanation, or excuse. One who truly feels regret and feels bad for the hurt he caused others doesn’t offer
an apology, but simply says the simple but effective words that are missing from LeBron’s apology – “I am sorry.” The
news media and sports world apparently have accepted the explanation LeBron offered and have given the superstar an
unconscionable pass for a terrible insensitivity and for posting a hateful slur. We must reject hateful comments, intentional
or not, from the right and the left. Many celebrities and public figures have lost their jobs for mistakes and missteps that
were equally or even less egregious, but not only did the NBA announce that LeBron wouldn’t be fined, the world moved
on immediately, spending more time on his recent injury than how he has injured an entire people with his callousness
and carelessness. Am I overreacting about the impact (particularly in a down economy) of publicly associating Jews and
money in a post to 46 million followers? Maybe if it were an isolated incident, but LeBron is not the only one promoting
old stereotypes, even if only out of ignorance. This week the New York Times picked up on a story that has been picking
up steam for weeks regarding the Women’s March and how it has been roiled by accusations of Anti-Semitism. As it
turns out, a movement that was supposedly formed to combat misogyny, bigotry, and racism counts among its leaders

those who hold anti-Semitic views.
At the first meeting of a group of women who shared a passion for addressing these issues, Vanessa Wruble, a Brooklyn-based activist, told the group
that her Jewish heritage inspired her to try to help repair the world. Instead of welcoming her, the conversation turned to how Jews need to confront their own
role in racism. The antagonists were Tamika Mallory, a black gun control activist, and Carmen Perez, a Latina criminal justice reform activist. Mallory, who is
now co-president of the Women’s March organization, has called Louis Farrakhan, the leader of the Nation of Islam and unrepentant anti-Semite, “the GOAT,”
or “greatest of all time,” on social media. According to Evvie Harmon, who was at that initial meeting, Mallory and Perez began berating Wruble. What do you
think they attacked her about? What else, Jews and money. Harmon recounted the conversation: “They were talking about, ‘You people this,’ and ‘You people
that’ and the kicker was, ‘You people hold all the wealth.’ I was like, ‘Oh my God, they are talking about her being Jewish.’ The greatest regret of my life was
not standing up and saying ‘This is wrong.’” We must not have that same regret. These anti-Semitic comments cannot go unanswered and nobody deserves a
pass simply by offering an excuse. The ADL, which does so much important work in calling out and fighting anti-Semitism, was shockingly silent. It is sad
enough that the media moved on, but where are Jewish organizations and groups expressing outrage and calling for more?
If LeBron is sincerely sorry, he shouldn’t move on, he should educate himself and then others about why that lyric is so hurtful, wrong and even
dangerous and we should demand that of him. Moral people of conscience, no matter their politics, should hold the founders of the Women’s March accountable
and refuse to participate in their activities until these individuals resign from their positions of leadership and the movement publicly repudiates and distances
themselves from these views. A concerned friend of mine sent me an email about LeBron’s post, writing, “Time to speak up, to yell, to protest, before it’s 1936
again!” Comparisons to 1936 are inaccurate and unhelpful. Describing these incidents or even the spike in anti-Semitism as a precursor of another Holocaust
smacks of hysteria and causes the very people whose sympathy and help we want to tune out. Anyone who truly thought things were that bad would move to
Israel immediately. If one is staying in America they clearly don’t believe it is 1936 Germany, so invoking the comparison lacks credibility.
Nevertheless, equally true is that anti-Semitism is not a relic of our past or something we are immune from, even in this blessed country. As we recite
in the Hagaddah, b’chol dor va’dor, in every generation there are anti-Semites who rise up against us to eliminate us. Our generation is no exception and if we
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think we are, we are only fooling ourselves. According to the FBI, Jews were the subject of 60% of religiously motivated hate crimes in 2017, despite being
just 2% of the U.S. population. That is alarming and demands our attention and our efforts to reverse it. Comments like LeBron’s, even if posted without malice,
contribute to a stereotype and bias that historically have evolved into hatred, scapegoating and ultimately to pogroms, persecution and even the murder of 6
million of our brothers and sisters. The more casual anti-Semitism is ignored or swept under the rug, the more incrementally dangerous our country grows as a
place for Jews to live comfortably. Now is not time to panic or overstate the concern. But it is also time not to turn a blind eye or give anyone a pass, even a
popular superstar.

Announcements


Welcome to our new affiliate members Aaron and Sheryl Liberman and family.



We regret to inform you the passing of Tamar bat Harav Shalom beloved mother of Rav Yigal Tsaidi. Rav Tsaidi may be reached at tsaidiy@gmail.com to
express condolences. To send a condolence card through Shaarei Orah, please contact the synagogue office: office@sephardicteaneck.org or
(201) 833-0800.We wish the entire Tsaidi family Nehama and Besorot Tovot.



We regret to inform you the passing of Shalom Carmi (Shalom ben Menahem HaLevi), beloved father of our member Itamar Carmi. Motzei Shabbat Arvit
will take place at Itamar's home, 1484 Jefferson Road in Teaneck, at 5:10PM. He will be sitting shiva for one half hour only and then he will be traveling to
Israel. To send a condolence card through Shaarei Orah, please contact the synagogue office: office@sephardicteaneck.org or (201) 833-0800. We wish the
entire Carmi family Nehama and Besorot Tovot.
 Kiddush this Shabbat is sponsored by the kiddush fund. Thanks to all who contribute to the kiddush fund. To donate please
visit https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/kiddush-fund-donation.html. Seudah shelisheet this Shabbat is sponsored by Sheryl and Aaron Liberman in
honor of Mr. and Mrs. Menachem Besthof. Parent Child Learning this week is sponsored by Annie and Barry Albert in honor of their children Elijah Ben and
Leah Moriah.






Thank you to Ruth and Avi Gilad for sponsoring Kiddush last week, thank you to Morris Abboudi and Rivka and Sahba Azar for sponsoring Seudah
shelisheet last week and thank you to Cheryl and Jeremy Ginsburg who sponsored Parent Child Learning last week.
Happy Birthday to Elisha Ben-David (Jan 9), Elisheva Cohen (Jan 4), Rachel Gozland (Jan 5), Aryeh Leibowitz (29 Tevet), Jamie Levy (28 Tevet) and
Mayer Zvi Shakarchi (Jan 6). Happy Birthday to all of our January birthdays being celebrated in youth groups this Shabbat. For more information please
contactericajgoldberg@gmail.com.

In conjunction with Madison Programs, Shaarei Orah will be offering a 2-hour CPR course, for ages 13 plus, on Sunday, February 24th at 6:30PM. Price is
$75 per person. Price includes the 2-hour course and training materials as well as certification, textbook and a certification card from American Heart
Association. To reserve and pay for a spot click on this link https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/CPR We have limited space, so please reserve ASAP.
Spots will be reserved on a first come, first served basis.


Come and participate in our wonderful classes. See details below.

Shaarei Orah Inaugural Dinner

SAVE THE DATE: Dear Members and Friends, It is our pleasure to announce that the Inaugural
Shaarei Orah Dinner will take place on Sunday, March 10, 2019, at 5:00pm at Congregation
Ahavath Torah in Englewood, New Jersey. We are very excited to recognize the exceptional
dedication and meaningful contributions of our Honorees and Awardees.
Our Dinner is also an opportunity to celebrate the past, present and future of our wonderful
Synagogue and Sephardic community. We hope you will join us in expressing our gratitude to our
outstanding Honorees and Awardees and to celebrating Shaarei Orah as the center of the
Sephardic community in Teaneck. We look forward to personally greeting you on March 10, 2019!

RSVP to the dinner here: sephardicteaneck.org/dinner2019. For more
information please contact dinner@sephardicteaneck.org.
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A Story – The Reflection of Your Actions

Dvar Torah by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin

One day a professor entered the classroom and asked his students to
prepare for a surprise test. They waited anxiously at their desks for the test to
begin. The professor handed out the question paper with the text facing down as
usual. Once he handed them all out, he asked his students to turn the page and
begin. To everyone’s surprise, there were no questions, just a black dot in the center
of the page.

The Torah states regarding the Plague of Blood:"And the
Lord said to Moshe, say to Aharon: Take your rod and stretch out your
hand over the waters of Egypt, over their streams, their rivers and their
pools, and over every gathering of their water, that they may become
blood; throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and in
vessels of stone" (Exodus 7:19).

The professor seeing the expression on everyone’s face, told them the
following, “I want you to write what you see there.” The confused students got
started on the inexplicable task. At the end of the class, the professor took all the
answer papers and started reading each one of them aloud in front of all the
students. All of them with no exceptions described the black dot, trying to explain
its position in the middle of the sheet etc.

Why is Aharon (Moses' brother) and not Moses commanded
to initiate this plague? Rashi, one of the greatest Biblical commentators,
cites the Midrash Shemot Rabbah to answer this question. It explains that
Aharon, rather than Moses, was chosen to initiate the plague of blood
because the water had protected Moses when he was cast into it as an
infant in a basket. It would, therefore, not be proper for Moses to smite
the water which helped save him.

After all had been read, the classroom was silent. The professor began to
explain, “I am not going to grade on you this, I just wanted to give you something to
think about. No one wrote about the white part of the paper. Everyone focused on
the black dot and the same happens in our lives. We have a white paper to observe
and enjoy, but we always focus on the dark spots. Our life is a gift given to us by
God with love and care. We always have reasons to celebrate, nature renewing itself
every day, our friends around us, the job that provides our livelihood, the miracles
we see every day.”
“However, we insist on focusing only on the dark spots, the health issues
that bother us, the lack of money, the complicated relationship with a family member,
the disappointment with a friends etc. The dark spots are very small compared to
everything we have in our lives, but they are the ones that pollute our minds. Take
your eyes away from the black spots in your life. Enjoy each one of your blessings,
each moment that life gives you. Be happy and live a life positively!”
Moral: As the professor explained, life is a bag of good and bad things,
we all have positives and negatives along the way. But we must always concentrate
greater on the positives for a healthy and happy life. Life goes on no matter what so
do not waste your time thinking about the negatives.

How can this be? Water is an inanimate object which does not
have free will. When something floats in water and does not sink, it
would not occur to us to give thanks to the water for its buoyancy.
Nevertheless, we learn from this verse that if a person derives pleasure
from an object, he should show his gratitude by being careful not to cause
harm or damage to the object, even though it would not suffer pain. As
the Talmud (Bava Kama 92b) states: "If you drank water from a well, do
not throw stones at it". Although this advice is basically meant as a
metaphor for people who have given you something, the literal meaning
should not be ignored.
Since this is true concerning inanimate objects, all the more so
we must show gratitude towards people who have shown us kindness.
Unfortunately, there is a saying "No good deed goes unpunished". People
often times not only don't show gratitude, but they return indifference or
bad for good. We must make it one of our personal goals in life to always
think "who has helped me and who can I thank today?". Let your attitude
be gratitude. Not only will you be happier, but so will those around you
-- especially your friends and family. Source – Aish.com

Wisdom of The Week by Ezra Ghazal
Watch your thoughts, they become words. Watch your words, they become actions. Watch your actions, they become
habits. Watch your habits, they become your character. Watch your character, it becomes your destiny.
Weekly Riddle

Time to Smile

What can you catch but not throw?

Do not argue with an idiot. He will drag you down to
his level and beat you with experience.

Answer is located on the back sheet, guess before you look!!!

ALLERGY NOTICE
Please be aware that we have children with serious, life-threatening, nut allergies in our synagogue. Due to concerns for nut allergies, Congregation Shaarei
Orah is a “nut aware” facility. Accordingly, all food for both public and private events, including our Shabbat youth groups, may not contain nuts or nut products
of any kind (this includes products that "may contain" nuts or that were "processed in a facility" that also processes nuts). While each parent is primarily
responsible for the safety of his or her children, we do ask that you do not send your children to Shabbat groups with snacks and candy from home and to refrain
from bringing in and distributing any food in the synagogue that contains (or may contain) nuts. Your cooperation in keeping our children safe is appreciated.
Also, candy used for any simha, such as bar mitzvah candy bags, must also abide by these guidelines.
If you have any questions about what products are safe and what are prohibited, kindly contact the office at office@sephardicteaneck.org, prior to bringing into
the synagogue. If your child has life threatening allergies of any kind, please let the office know ASAP so we can alert the congregants and youth leaders to help
minimize the risk of any harm.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MORE…
Congregation Bnai Yeshurun, 641 W Englewood Ave, Teaneck, Adult Education Committee presents Scholar in Residence Rabbi Dr. Dovid Katz
Shabbat Parshat Vaera - January 4-5, 2019. Friday Night: Oneg Shabbat at 8:00 pm;The Jewish Doctor, the Fat King and the 10th Century Diet That
Made History: a Tale from the Golden Age of Spanish Jewry. Shabbat Day: Following Davening (approximately 11:00 am):Whose Truth? How Jews and
Egyptians Battled over the Passover Narrative 2,000 Years Ago. A Story with a Strange Outcome. Following 4:10 pm Mincha: The נוֹדַ ע ִבּיהוּדָ ה, a Lurid
Scandal, and the Consolidation of a Jewish Majority in Jerusalem in the Modern Era. Rabbi Dr. Dovid Katz is the Rabbi of Congregation Beth Abraham
of Baltimore, Maryland, and a Professor of History at the Johns Hopkins University (Dept. of Near-Eastern Studies).
The topic for this week’s Shivti seder limud on Sunday, January 6, at Congregation Beth Aaron, 950 Queen Anne Road in Teaneck, “Is There an
Obligation to Drink the Kiddush Wine?” This week’s shiur will be given by Rabbi Rothwachs. The program is held on Sunday mornings in the Beit
Midrash, following the 8:00 a.m. minyan. A light breakfast is served at 8:45 a.m. Each Sunday morning program typically will be independent from the
previous and subsequent programs. For more information, please contact Mordy Ungar, 201-741-3920,m_ungar2@yahoo.com.
Shani Taragin will speak at Congregation Beth Aaron this Sunday, January 6, at 7:30 p.m. Her topic will be “Moshe, Miriam & Aharon - Dynamic Duo
& Triumvirate." Congregation Beth Aaron is located at 950 Queen Anne Road in Teaneck.Shani Taragin received her B.A. and M.A. in Tanakh and
Talmud from Bar-Ilan University and is a graduate of Nishmat’s Keren Ariel Program for certification as a halachic advisor (Yoetzet Halacha) in issues
of family purity law. She is the educational director of MaTaN Eshkolot – Tanakh teachers’ education program and of the Morot l’Halacha program in
MaTaN Renana.
Sunday, January 6th, 8:00pm, Rinat Yisrael, Social Hall: Jacob Wisse, Director, Yeshiva University Museum, will present on: Lost & Found: Adventures
of a Family Photo Album Rescued from the Holocaust.
On Tuesday, January 8, at 11:00am at Keter Torah,600 Roemer Ave., Teaneck, Rabbi Menachem Leibtag will speak on "Parshat ha'Chodesh - where
does it really belong? Making sense of the complicated chronology in Parshat Bo.
Sunday, January 13th, 8:45am, Rinat Yisrael, 389 W Englewood Ave, Teaneck, Classroom D-E: Rabbi Menachem Leibtag, Rav, Yeshivat Har Etzion,
will speak on: The Exodus, According to Sefer Tehillim—An Alternate Tradition, or a Biblical Commentary?
Toiletry Collection Drive - Ongoing collection of full-size shampoo, conditioner, body wash, bar soap, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes and dental
floss that is distributed on a regular basis to community members in need. This is a year-round collection and very much needed. Drop off at the Stone
residence - 578 Grenville Avenue, Teaneck - purple collection box located at the right-side door. Questions? Please contact Gila - gr5thkid@msn.com.
CCSA welcomes any family member with a loved one suffering from addiction and substance abuse issues to our local support group, which meets every
other Wednesday evening in Teaneck. The group is free of charge and is facilitated by clinicians specializing in addiction. For more information and the
location of the meeting, please email Time2TalkAddiction@gmail.com.
*** Answer to the Weekly Riddle – A cold..***

WEEKLY SHIURIM @ SHAAREI ORAH


Rabbi Jachter: - Shabbat morning Pre-Sha’harit Humash Shiur at 8:30am - Shabbat afternoon shiur on Hilchot Shabbat: 40 min before Minha Thursday evenings at 7:30pm at 315 Churchill Road on Torah & Science.


Rabbi Michael Chernlck: Hilchot Yom Tov, Tuesday night, 8:15 pm

Shaarei Orah Contact Information
Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. Please mail all donations & payments to:
Shaarei Orah – 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 or online at www.sephardicteaneck.org
Tizku L’mitzvot!!! To sponsor any event, send a donation card, place an ad in the newsletter or to receive our weekly newsletter by email please contact
office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800.
Shorashai Orah, the sisterhood of Shaarei Orah contact: shorashai.orah@gmail.com
RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter - rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org
President: Joshua Murad - president@sephardicteaneck.org
Vice President: Shlomo Levy | Treasurer: Isaac Dayan | Secretary: Blanche Silver | Gabbai: Shalom Shushan
Billing questions contact: finance@sephardicteaneck.org
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