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Zmanim & Services
PARASHAT TERUMA
FEBRUARY 9, 2019

Friday Night
Shir Hashirim
Candle Lighting
Minha

4:55 pm
5:04 pm
5:05 pm

followed by Kabbalat Shabbat /
Arvit

Shabbat Morning
Shaharit
Latest Shema
Minha
Arvit
Havdala
Parent-Child Learning

8:30 am
9:34 am
4:50 pm
5:50 pm
6:00 pm
7:15 pm

Weekly Schedule
Shaharit
Sunday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Wed/Fri

8:00 am
6:20 am
6:30 am

Minha/Arvit
Sunday

5:00 pm

Rabbi Haim Jachter
Bar Soap on Shabbat - Rav Ovadia's Shocking Teshuva!

Classic Reasons to Forbid Use of Bar Soap on Shabbat: Growing up my friends and I
assumed that use of bar soap is strictly forbidden. Indeed, the Rama (Orah Haim 326:10) writes that
it is forbidden to wash one’s hands with soap on Shabbat. Two reasons are given for this prohibition.
The Rama explains that using soap on Shabbat causes it to turn into liquid, which is in violation of
Nolad (creating a new entity). This is comparable to crushing ice on Shabbat, which is prohibited for
the same reason (see Shulhan Aruch Orah Haim 320:9).

A second reason for the prohibition, mentioned by the Mishna Brurah (326:30), is that using
soap is in violation of Memarei’ah (smearing), similar to the prohibition of smoothing wax on
Shabbos (see Shulhan Aruch Orah Haim 314:11).
Rav Ovadia Yosef Permits Bar Soap for Sephardic Jews: However, later when I studied
in Yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael and discovered the Teshuvot of Hacham Ovadia Yosef, I was shocked to
find Teshuvot Yehave Da’at 2:50 where Rav Ovadia permits the use of bar soap for Sephardic Jews.
He even permits use of bar soap for Ashkenazic Jews in case of need.
Rav Ovadia rejects the Nolad explanation. He argues that the Shulhan Aruch follows the
opinion of most Rishonim that crushing ice is forbidden only because of the concern that one may
eventually squeeze fruit that is intended for its juice, since ice is also intended to be used as liquid.
However, the main purpose of soap is not to serve as a liquid, and therefore, this fear is not relevant
to soap. This distinction is indeed recorded by the Pahad Yitzhak where he writes that according to
Maran HaShulhan Aruch, there is no prohibition to use soap on Shabbat.
In regard to the concern of Memarei’ah, Rav Ovadia argues that it is not a concern because
one has no intention of smoothing the soap bar. One intends only to clean what he is washing. Rav
Ovadia cites a central principle articulated by the Maggid Mishneh (Hilchot Shabbat 12:2) that when
a resultant prohibited activity is entirely beyond one’s purview, it is permitted according to all
opinions. The Ohr Samei’ah (ad. loc.) refers to this comment of the Maggid Mishnah as a “Marganita
Tava”, precious gem for articulating such a fundamentally important point. Rav Ovadia believes that
smoothing out a soap bar, is classified as one such activity where the resulting forbidden act is so
beyond one’s intentions that all should accept its being permitted.

However, this is quite a bold ruling since both the Mishnah Brurah (ad. loc.) and the Ben
Ish Hai (Parashat Yitro second year number 15) record a custom to forbid use of bar soap on Shabbat. Indeed, Hacham Ben-Zion AbbaShaul (Or LiTzion 2:35:5) disagrees with Rav Ovadia and forbids the use of bar soap on Shabbat. Although Rav Ovadia’s reasoning is
cogent and unassailable, his ruling does run counter the prevailing custom among both Sephardic and Ashkenazic Jews.
Yalkut Yosef - A Softening of Rav Ovadia’s Decision: Rav Ovadia apparently retreated somewhat from his lenient stance
in his elder years. Yalkut Yosef (Orah Haim 326) presents Rav Ovadia’s lenient view as the essentially correct view. However, he
writes that even Sephardic Jews should ideally avoid the use of bar soap when possible. Moreover, in Yalkut Yosef the offer for
Ashkenazic Jews to follow the lenient view in case of great need, does not even appear!
Conclusion: Ashkenazic Jews should not use bar soap on Shabbat or Yom Tov. Sephardic Jews, however, may use bar soap
if no alternative exists to clean one’s hands. However, since Rav Ovadia’s argument permitting bar soap is so potent and persuasive,
one need not extend this stringency further and apply it to convention liquid soap. Although Rav Moshe Feinstein (Teshuvot Igrot
Moshe O.H. 1:113) forbids liquid soap on Shabbat, all Jews may follow the prevailing custom to use liquid soap on Shabbat without a
need to water down the liquid soap prior to Shabbat (Dayan Posen, Kitzur Hilchot Shabbat 32:4). The custom to refrain from bar soap
is itself surprising and should not be extended further to liquid soap.

Congregation Shaarei Orah is an inclusive kehillah, all are welcome regardless of edah or level of observance.

בס״ד

SHAAREI ORAH NEwSlEttER

בס״ד

The Sephardic Congregation of Teaneck • 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck NJ, 07666 • 201-833-0800 • www.sephardicteaneck.org
Announcements


Mazal Tov to Rebecca and Elliot Anapolle upon the engagement of their son Rafi to Rivka Lichtenstein of Teaneck. We pray to Hashem to keep sending happy news
to our Kehillah!


Welcome to our new Full members Shimon and Debbie Aiash and their children Michal, Ariel, Yair, Daniel, Natanel and Noa.



Kiddush this week is sponsored by the kiddush fund. Seudah Shelisheet this week is sponsored by Rivka and Sahba Azar lilu nishmat Rivka's mother Anbar bat Elazar
z'l.



Parent Child Learning will now take place at 7:15PM and is sponsored this week by Shushi and Joël Mizrahi in memory of the 27th Yahrzeit of Rebecca Rose. Please
note there will be no more pizza for the remainder of the Parent Child Learning season. Ice cream will be served instead. Please have your children eat dinner before
you come!



Thank you to Rachel and Itamar for sponsoring Kiddush and seudah shelisheet last week and thank you to the Douek and Ben Harush families for sponsoring parent
child learning last week.




Happy Birthday to Ben Amos (Feb 10), Yonah Amos (Feb 11), Eyli Cohen (Feb 11), Yael Cohen (Feb 11), Liana Ben-David (Feb 12) & Ezra Brauner (Feb 13).
In conjunction with Madison Programs, Shaarei Orah will be offering a 2-hour CPR course, for ages 13 plus, on Sunday, February 24th at 6:30PM. Price is $75 per
person. Price includes the 2-hour course and training materials as well as certification, textbook and a certification card from American Heart Association. To reserve
and pay for a spot click on this link https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/CPR We have limited space, so please reserve ASAP. Spots will be reserved on a first
come, first served basis.

 ULPAN FOR OUR CHILDREN: Starting on Sunday, February 10th, from 10-11am, for six consecutive Sundays, our very own Arik Nagel will run an Ulpan
program for our children. The classes will take place in our social hall. Check your email for further details. Lessons are in HEBREW ONLY and are FREE (insisted
on by Arik!) To sign up visit: https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/shaarei-orah-youth-ulpan.html
 SHORASHI ORAH HAPPENINGS: GIRLS!!! BOYS!!! If you interested in playing separate INDOOR BASKETBALL GAMES ON PRESIDENT'S DAY...
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18.... AT TEANECK JEWISH CENTER, please contact Erica Ohayon at shorashai.orah@gmail.com. We will need at least 10 girls and 10
boys for each game. To be clear, these games are NOT co-ed. Looking forward to great fun!!


Join us for a new Beit Midrash Halacha chavruta style learning night to be held on Wednesday nights 9:00 - 10:00 in the Beit Midrash upstairs. The topic is Hilchot
Shabbat. For more information please contact Shlomo Levy - slevy400@gmail.com.


Come and participate in our wonderful classes. See details below.

Shaarei Orah Inaugural Dinner

Dear Members and Friends, It is our pleasure to announce that the
Inaugural Shaarei Orah Dinner will take place on Sunday, March 10, 2019,
at 5:00pm at Congregation Ahavath Torah in Englewood, New Jersey. We
are very excited to recognize the exceptional dedication and meaningful
contributions of our Honorees and Awardees.
Our Dinner is also an opportunity to celebrate the past, present and future of
our wonderful Synagogue and Sephardic community. We hope you will join
us in expressing our gratitude to our outstanding Honorees and Awardees
and to celebrating Shaarei Orah as the center of the Sephardic community in
Teaneck. We look forward to personally greeting you on March 10, 2019!

RSVP to the dinner here: sephardicteaneck.org/dinner2019.
For more information please
contact dinner@sephardicteaneck.org.
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A Story – Of False Human Belief

Dvar Torah by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin

As a man was passing the elephants, he suddenly
stopped, confused by the fact that these huge creatures were
being held by only a small rope tied to their front leg. No
chains, no cages. It was obvious that the elephants could, at
any time can break away from their bonds but for some
reason, they did not.

The Torah states: "Cover (the ark) with a layer of pure
gold on the inside and outside and make a gold rim all around its
top" (Ex. 24:11). Why was it necessary to cover the ark with gold
on the inside?

He saw a trainer nearby and asked why these animals
just stood there and made no attempt to get away. “Well,” the
trainer said, “when they are very young and much smaller,
we use the same size rope to tie them and, at that age, it’s
enough to hold them. As they grow up, they are conditioned
to believe they cannot break away. They believe the rope can
still hold them, so they never try to break free.”
The man was amazed. These animals could at any
time break free from their bonds but because they believed
they couldn’t, they were stuck right where they were.
Like the elephants, how many of us go through life
hanging onto a belief that we cannot do something, simply
because we failed at it once before?
Moral: Failure is a part of learning. We should never
give up the struggle in life. You Fail not because you are
destined to fail, but because there are lessons which you need
to learn as you move on with your life.

The Talmud (Tractate Yoma 72b) comments that from
here we see symbolized that a Torah scholar must be pure inside
as well as outside to be considered a Talmid Chochom, a Torah
scholar. That is, just as the ark which symbolized Torah
knowledge had gold on both the inside and the outside, so too a
Torah scholar is not someone who just speaks wisdom on the
outside, but he must also internalize his wisdom and live with it.
There have been many intellectuals throughout the ages
who have espoused profound philosophical ideals. They have
expressed the most elevated thoughts of universal love for
humanity. However, in their own private lives they have been
arrogant and cared only for their ideas, but not for the people with
whom they actually had to deal with on a daily basis. This is not
the Torah concept of a Talmid Chochom, Torah scholar. To be
considered a true Torah scholar and not merely someone who
carries a lot of book knowledge with him, one must practice the
lofty ideals that he speaks about. This has held true for all our
revered Torah scholars both in ancient and modern times.
Our lesson: Whenever you speak about lofty thoughts,
ask yourself whether you actually follow the principles you speak
about. If not, do not stop speaking about those ideals, rather you
should elevate your behavior. - Source – Aish.com

Wisdom of The Week by Ezra Ghazal
Hope is the only thing stronger than fear
Weekly Riddle

Time to Smile

When is a man drowned, but still not wet?

Never criticize someone until you have walked a mile in their shoes.

Answer is located on the back sheet, guess before you look!!!

That way, when you criticize them, you’ll be a mile away, and you’ll
have their shoes.

ALLERGY NOTICE
Please be aware that we have children with serious, life-threatening, nut allergies in our synagogue. Due to concerns for nut allergies, Congregation Shaarei
Orah is a “nut aware” facility. Accordingly, all food for both public and private events, including our Shabbat youth groups, may not contain nuts or nut products
of any kind (this includes products that "may contain" nuts or that were "processed in a facility" that also processes nuts). While each parent is primarily
responsible for the safety of his or her children, we do ask that you do not send your children to Shabbat groups with snacks and candy from home and to refrain
from bringing in and distributing any food in the synagogue that contains (or may contain) nuts. Your cooperation in keeping our children safe is appreciated.
Also, candy used for any simha, such as bar mitzvah candy bags, must also abide by these guidelines.
If you have any questions about what products are safe and what are prohibited, kindly contact the office at office@sephardicteaneck.org, prior to bringing into
the synagogue. If your child has life threatening allergies of any kind, please let the office know ASAP so we can alert the congregants and youth leaders to help
minimize the risk of any harm.
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MORE…
This Shabbat, at 3:50pm at Keter Torah, 600 Roemer Ave., Teaneck, Keshet Starr, Executive Director of the Organization for the Resolution of Agunot (ORA),
and Yonatan Klayman, Director of Advocacy, will speak on “In the Trenches of Agunah Advocacy: Then and Now.” Following Mincha at 4:50pm, Ms. Starr will
speak at Seuda Shlishit on “A Roadmap to Resolving the Agunah Crisis,” followed by a Q&A. Motzei Shabbat from 6:45-7:45pm, there will be a postnup party
where Rabbi Haim Jachter will speak on, “A Rabbi Chased after with a Baseball Bat: What Happens When a Prenuptial/Postnuptial is Not Signed.”
Beth Aaron, located at 950 Queen Anne Rd., Teaneck presents: “When a Marriage is Fine, Is It Really? What Science and Torah Teach Us about Making a Good
Marriage Great” will be the topic on Monday, February 11, at 8:00 p.m., when Rabbi Dr. Ari Sytner will speak in the shul. Rabbi Dr. Ari Sytner is a licensed
social worker and couples’ therapist with a private practice in Teaneck. He is a professor at the Wurzweiler School of Social Work, the author of The Kidney
Donor’s Journey, and the Director of Leadership and Community Development for Yeshiva University’s Center for the Jewish Future.

Congregation Bnai Yeshurun, 641 W Englewood Ave, Teaneck, invites all women to join Michal Zahtz for a Taharat HaMishpacha Refresher for Women
at 8:00PM in the social hall. Tuesday, February 12, 2019: A Deeper Look at Taharat HaMishpacha - Halacha and Hashkafa. Tuesday, February 19,
2019: The Mikvah - A Most Sacred Place: Mikvah Halacha and Hashkafa. Tuesday, February 26, 2019: Intimacy: Keeping the Spark Burning. Join for
one, or for all three! Please submit questions in advance to mzahtz@gmail.com
Bonei Olam Bergen County Event - A Taste of Hope. Motzei Shabbos February 23rd 8:30pm at Congregation Keter Torah. Come join us for a community
wide Chopped Competition with Naomi Nachman to benefit Bergen County couples struggling with the costs of infertility. To sign up for a chance to
compete bit.ly/boneiolamchopped No RSVP required. To make a donation : https://www.boneiolam.org/donation?event=bergencounty18&aff=bc18email-121918
The Holocaust Commemoration Committee of the Jewish Community Council of Greater Teaneck, Yom Hashoa program, Survivors and Survival, will
take place May 1, 2019 at 7:30PM at Teaneck high school. This year marks the 80th anniversary of the start of the Shoa. A pre-event reception honoring
the survivors in our community will be held at 6:00 PM. The guest speaker will be Toby Levy, an Orthodox woman born in Chodorow, Poland in 1933.
Her family was taken in by a Polish woman and was in hiding in a barn until they were liberated by the Red Army. To sponsor the event (a minimum of
$25), please send in your donation by March 13, 2019 and make your check payable to to the Jewish Community Council of Greater Teaneck and mail
to Sharon Penkower Kaplan, 534 South Forest Drive, Teaneck, NJ, 07666. For more information please visit www.teaneckyomhashoa.org
Toiletry Collection Drive - Ongoing collection of full-size shampoo, conditioner, body wash, bar soap, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes and dental floss that
is distributed on a regular basis to community members in need. This is a year-round collection and very much needed. Drop off at the Stone residence - 578
Grenville Avenue, Teaneck - purple collection box located at the right-side door. Questions? Please contact Gila - gr5thkid@msn.com.
We welcome any family member with a loved one suffering from addiction and substance abuse issues to our local support group, which meets every other
Wednesday evening in Teaneck. The group is free of charge and is facilitated by clinicians specializing in addiction. For more information and the time/location
of the meeting, please email: Time2TalkAddiction@gmail.com. In addition, for information about vaping, marijuana, opioids, resources for treatment and
education, and other important topics, please visit our website: www.Time2TalkAddiction.org.

*** Answer to the Weekly Riddle – When he's trapped in quicksand....***

WEEKLY SHIURIM @ SHAAREI ORAH


Rabbi Jachter: - Shabbat morning Pre-Sha’harit Humash Shiur at 8:30am - Shabbat afternoon shiur on Hilchot Shabbat: 40 min before Minha Thursday evenings at 7:30pm at 315 Churchill Road on Torah & Science.


Rabbi Michael Chernlck: Hilchot Yom Tov, Tuesday night, 8:15 pm

Shaarei Orah Contact Information
Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. Please mail all donations & payments to:
Shaarei Orah – 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 or online at www.sephardicteaneck.org
Tizku L’mitzvot!!! To sponsor any event, send a donation card, place an ad in the newsletter or to receive our weekly newsletter by email please contact
office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800.
Shorashai Orah, the sisterhood of Shaarei Orah contact: shorashai.orah@gmail.com
RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter - rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org
President: Joshua Murad - president@sephardicteaneck.org
Vice President: Shlomo Levy | Treasurer: Isaac Dayan | Secretary: Blanche Silver | Gabbai: Shalom Shushan
Billing questions contact: finance@sephardicteaneck.org
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