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Rav Mordechai Lebhar (Magein Avot EH 134) voices criticism of the BDA/RCA agreement 
based on the criticisms offered against the Moroccan prenuptial.  Rav Lebhar documents the well-
established Moroccan rabbinic court practice to avoid administering a Get if there is any concern that 
the husband is givig the Get due to a penalty.  This practice emerged due to concern for the ruling of 
the Teshuvot HaRashba (4:40, cited in the Beit Yosef EH 134) that disqualifies a Get conducted due 
to a financial penalty.  Thus, he writes that the BDA/RCA agreement should be avoided due to 
concern for creating such a penalty.  

             
However, the BDA/RCA agreement was specifically formulated to avoid this concern and 

satisfy the Rashba.  In the RCA/BDA prenuptial agreement the husband agrees to pay $150 per day 
to support his wife in case they do not maintain domestic residence. This obligation remains in effect 
for the duration of the Halachic marriage. The document, following the guidance of the Jerusalem 
Beit Din’s Rav Zalman Nehemia Goldberg, carefully avoids linking the husband's support obligation 
to his giving a Get to avoid the payment's being construed as a penalty for not giving a Get. 

 
Rav Osher Weiss notes that the RCA/BDA agreement differs from the situation that the 

Rashba addresses in two ways. First, the support obligation is not a penalty but a reasonable 
sum necessary to support the wife in an average manner. Moreover, there is no direct linkage between 
the support obligation and a Get, as the husband's financial obligations are a result of the marriage 
and are not a punishment for withholding a Get. Llinkage between the obligation and the Get is the 
critical issue, as explained by Pithei Teshuvah E.H. 134:11 citing Torat Gittin 134:4 s.v. Kenasot, 
Aruch HaShulhan E.H. 134:25, Teshuvot Igrot Moshe E.H. 1:137 and Rav Zalman Nehemia 
Goldberg's explanation, as told to me, of the concluding paragraph of Teshuvot Igrot Moshe E.H. 
4:106).  

 
Indeed, the BDA/RCA agreement emulates the divorce agreement formulated by the famed 

Rav Yaakov of Lissa to provide financial motivation for giving a Get without constituting coercion 
(Torat Gittin 134:4 s.v. Kenasot; cited in Pithei Teshuvah E.H. 134:9). The husband waives his 
Halachic right to his wife's earnings (Ma'asei Yadayim) while maintaining his obligation to support 
her. The man is thus motivated to give a Get in order to release himself from his financial obligation 
to his estranged wife. This does not constitute coercion because the husband's financial obligations 

are a result of the marriage and are not a punishment for withholding a Get. Therefore, he gives a Get due to dissatisfaction with his 
marriage, not because of financial penalty. Concerns of invalidating a Get according to the Rashba arise only when a financial penalty 
is linked directly to the Get. 

 
By contrast, the Moroccan agreement, as presented by Rav Messas, constructs the husband’s obligation as a penalty to give the 

Get.  For example, the in the conclusion of Teshuvot Shemesh U’Magein 2 EH 36), Ribi Shalom describes the Moroccan prenuptial as 
a penalty.  The Moroccan prenuptial describes the husband paying spousal support until a Get is given, thereby creating specific linkage 
between the obligation and the Get. Ribi Shalom concedes that the Moroccan prenuptial does not satisfy the Rashba but instead relies 
upon the majority of Rishonim who disagree.  Ribi Shalom understands the Shulhan Aruch and Rama as ruling in accordance with these 
many Roshonim against the Rashba.  

 
By contrast, both Rav Zalman Nehemia Goldberg specifically designed the BDA/RCA prenuptial to satisfy the opinion of the 

Rashba.  Rav Osher Weiss insists that Rav Goldberg was successful in his efforts to do so.  No wonder Rav Ovadia Yosef supported the 
BDA/RCA agreement.Thus, all Sephardic Jews should undoubtedly sign the BDA/RCA prenuptial as it carries the explicit imprimatur 
of Rav Ovadia Yosef.  It certainly satisfies and even exceeds the criteria set forth by Rav Shalom Messas.  Hacham Ovadia and Ribi 
Shalom vigorously disagreed about many areas of Halacha.  Regarding the BDA/RCA these two Sephardic giants are in full agreement 
in their support.   The Sephardic community should no hesistate to following the footsteps of these two great giants.  

 
 

Rabbi Haim Jachter 
 

Comparing the Current Version of the BDA/RCA Prenuptial with the 
1952 Moroccan Prenuptial 

 
 

Zmanim & Services 

Friday Night 
 
Candle Lighting         4:10 pm 
Minha          4:10 pm 
 

followed by Kabbalat Shabbat / 
Arvit 

 

Shabbat Morning 
 

Shaharit          8:30 am 
Latest Shema         9:27 am 
Minha          3:55 pm 
Arvit           4:55 pm  
Havdala                        5:05 pm 

     
Weekly Schedule 

Shaharit 

Sunday          7:45 am 

Mon/Thu         6:20 am 

Tue/Wed/Fri         6:30 am 

 
Minha/Arvit 

Sunday          4:05 pm 

HANUKA 
ROSH HODESH TEVET  

PARASHAT MIKETZ 
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Announcements 
 
 Kiddush this Shabbat is sponsored by This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by the following families: Rebecca & Elliot Anapolle, Daisy & 

Alberto Attar, Ilana & Shlomo Barry, Carla & Payam Benson, Moriyah & Menachem Besthof, Paula & Ben Cohen, Elisheva & Laurent 
Cohen, Deborah & Nissim Douek, Linda & Jeffrey Esses, Vivian & Ezra Ghazal, Erica Goldberg, Ricky & Moshe Hornblass, Shushi & 

Joel Mizrahi,  Ahuva & Joshua Murad, Guy Pinchus, Susan & Cesare Pinto, Sara & Ehud Sasson, Debbie & Shalom Shushan in honor of 
Shabbat Rosh Chodesh Hanuka. 

 
 Seudah Shelishit this shabbat is sponsored by Seudah Shilsheet is sponsored by Ahrona and Alain Amar and Family.  

 
 Parent Child Learning is cancelled this Motzei Shabbat due to various family Chanukah activities. However, everybody is still encouraged to 

learn! We’ll resume next week! 
 

 Thank you to the Kiddush Fund for sponsoring Kiddush last week, thank you to Elisa and Naftali Mellul for sponsoring Seudah Shlisheet last 
week, and thank you to Abby and Hanan Zarfati for sponsoring parent child learning last week. 

 
 Thank you to our youth directors, Yarden and Arik Nagel for the wonderful family Hanuka party this past week. Special thanks to Erica 

Goldberg and Josh Murad for their guidance and help and to Benny Attar, Zachary Cohen, Ezzy Douek and Elad Shushan - our volunteer 
party assistants. 

 
 Happy Birthday to Orly Benhamu (Dec 13), Eitan Chechik (30 Kislev), Michael Chernick (Dec 8), Yoni Leibowitz (Dec 9), Sarah Negari 

(Dec 11)  
 

 Come and participate in our wonderful classes. See details below. 

Shaarei Orah Inaugural Dinner 

SAVE THE DATE: Dear Members and Friends, It is our pleasure to announce that the Inaugural Shaarei Orah Dinner will take place on Sunday, 
March 10, 2019, at 5:00pm at Congregation Ahavath Torah in Englewood, New Jersey. We are very excited to recognize the exceptional dedication 

and meaningful contributions of our Honorees and Awardees.  

 

Our Dinner is also an opportunity to celebrate the past, present and future of our wonderful Synagogue and Sephardic community.  We hope you will 
join us in expressing our gratitude to our outstanding Honorees and Awardees and to celebrating Shaarei Orah as the center of the Sephardic community 

in Teaneck. We look forward to personally greeting you on March 10, 2019! 

RSVP to the dinner here: sephardicteaneck.org/dinner2019. For more information please contact dinner@sephardicteaneck.org. 
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A Story – Of the Struggles of Our Life 

Once upon a time a daughter complained to her father that her life was 
miserable and that she didn’t know how she was going to make it. She was tired of 
fighting and struggling all the time. It seemed just as one problem was solved, another 
one soon followed. Her father, a chef, took her to the kitchen. He filled three pots with 
water and placed each on a high fire. Once the three pots began to boil, he placed 
potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot and ground coffee beans in the third pot. He 
then let them sit and boil, without saying a word to his daughter. 

 
The daughter, moaned and impatiently waited, wondering what he was 

doing. After twenty minutes he turned off the burners. He took the potatoes out of the 
pot and placed them in a bowl. He pulled the eggs out and placed them in a bowl. He 
then ladled the coffee out and placed it in a cup. 

 
Turning to her, he asked. “Daughter, what do you see?” “Potatoes, eggs and 

coffee,” she hastily replied. “Look closer” he said, “and touch the potatoes.” She did 
and noted that they were soft. He then asked her to take an egg and break it. After 
pulling off the shell, she observed the hard-boiled egg. Finally, he asked her to sip the 
coffee. Its rich aroma brought a smile to her face. “Father, what does this mean?” she 
asked. He then explained that the potatoes, the eggs and coffee beans had each faced 
the same adversity-the boiling water. However, each one reacted differently. The potato 
went in strong, hard and unrelenting, but in boiling water, it became soft and weak. 

 
The egg was fragile, with the thin outer shell protecting its liquid interior until 

it was put in the boiling water. Then the inside of the egg became hard. However, the 
ground coffee beans were unique. After they were exposed to the boiling water, they 
changed the water and created something new. “Which one are you?” he asked his 
daughter.  

 
Moral of the story: In life, things happen around us, things happen to us, but 

the only thing that truly matters is how you choose to react to it and what you make out 
of it. Life is all about leaning, adopting and converting all the struggles that we 
experience into something positive. 

Dvar Torah by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin 

Pharaoh likes Joseph's interpretation of his dream and 
then appoints him to be in charge of Egypt's economy. The 
Torah states: "And Pharaoh said to Joseph, 'after the 
Almighty has informed you of all this, there is no one who is 
as understanding and wise as you' " (Gen. 41:39). How 
could Pharaoh trust Joseph whose resume listed his last two 
positions as "convict" and "slave"? 

 
Rabbi Chaim Shmuelevitz, the late head of the Mir 

Yeshiva, explained that Pharaoh saw Joseph's extreme honesty 
when Joseph began by saying that he had no power to interpret 
dreams on his own; that it was entirely a gift from the Almighty. 
Joseph did not want to take credit even for a moment. This total 
honesty in one minor point showed that Joseph could be 
completely trusted. 

 
Note that Pharaoh saw one minor positive point in 

Joseph's character and extrapolated it to a larger scale. This 
should be our model in viewing people. Keep finding minor 
strengths and good qualities in others and then give the person 
positive feedback. This can help someone build a positive self-
image. The more a person sees himself as having positive 
attributes, the more motivated he will be to utilize those 
strengths for further growth. 

 
Many people have a tendency to notice minor faults 

and weaknesses in others and then keep telling them that they 
have major character problems. More can be accomplished to 
help people by focusing on the positive than harping on the 
negative ... especially if they have low self-esteem. 

 
 Source – Aish.com 

Time to Smile  

The elevator to success is out of order. You’ll 
have to use the stairs. 

                                         
                    

Wisdom of The Week by Ezra Ghazal 

Some people dream of worthy accomplishments while others stay awake and do them. 

Weekly Riddle 

What gets broken without being held?  

Answer is located on the back sheet, guess before you look!!! 

ALLERGY NOTICE 

Please be aware that we have children with serious, life-threatening, nut allergies in our synagogue. Due to concerns for nut allergies, Congregation Shaarei 
Orah is a “nut aware” facility. Accordingly, all food for both public and private events, including our Shabbat youth groups, may not contain nuts or nut products 
of any kind (this includes products that "may contain" nuts or that were "processed in a facility" that also processes nuts). While each parent is primarily 
responsible for the safety of his or her children, we do ask that you do not send your children to Shabbat groups with snacks and candy from home and to refrain 
from bringing in and distributing any food in the synagogue that contains (or may contain) nuts.  Your cooperation in keeping our children safe is appreciated.  

Also, candy used for any simha, such as bar mitzvah candy bags, must also abide by these guidelines. 

If you have any questions about what products are safe and what are prohibited, kindly contact the office at office@sephardicteaneck.org, prior to bringing into 
the synagogue. If your child has life threatening allergies of any kind, please let the office know ASAP so we can alert the congregants and youth leaders to help 
minimize the risk of any harm. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MORE… 

With shevach and hoda'ah to Hakodsh Baruch Hu for all His kindness and with gratitude to the community for their tefilot, limmud Torah, acts of chessed, and 
genuine love and care over the past few weeks, we would like to invite you to a community wide Tisch with divrei torah, zemirot and delicacies held at Congregation 
Bnai Yeshurun,641 W Englewood Ave, Teaneck, this Friday night, December 7th. Tisch begins at 8:00 pm in the CBY Social Hall. Esther & Jerry Friedman 
and family  
 
Join Congregation Bnai Yeshurun, 641 West Englewood Avenue, Teaneck, for an enlightening Shabbat Chanukah. Friday night Tisch at 8:00 pm - women and 
men of the community are invited to join us for what will be an inspiring and joyful evening filled with singing, divrei Torah from Rabbi Steven Pruzansky, Rabbi 
Ari Zahtz, Rabbi Moshe Tzvi Weinberg, and Rabbi Yosef Weinberger, and delicious food and drinks. Festive tefillot led by Israeli musical sensation Avi Miller 
and members of the Yedidim Choir – Friday night mincha at 4:15 pm; Shabbat morning Shacharit at 9:00 am. Family seudah shlisheet after 4:00 pm mincha. 
 
This Shabbat, following Mincha at 4:00pm at Keter Torah, 600 Roemer Ave., Teaneck, Rabbi Noah Gardenswartz will speak on "Ner Ish U'Beiso: Why is Mitzvat 
Ner Chanukah different than all other Mitzvot?"   
 
A night of inspiration and Music with Rav Moshe Tzvi Weinberg and Zusha. Join us for an evening of chizuk, music, Torah, and light on Motzei Shabbos 
Chanukah, December 8th at Congregation Keter Torah, 600 Roemer Ave., Teaneck at 8PM. Open to men and women of all ages.  Tickets can be purchased 
at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/motzei-shabbos-chanukah-w-rav-moshe-tzvi-zusha-tickets-51300795059.  
 
PROJECT EZRAH ANNUAL DINNER- Saturday, December 15th, Congregation Ahavath Torah, 240 Broad Avenue, Englewood, NJ, 8pm. Support Your 
Neighbors And Friends By Attending The Project Ezrah Dinner at  www.ezrah.org   or 201-569-9047. 
 
Musical IQ will be coming to BMOB on Sunday morning, December 16th @ 10:30 AM.  $7 a child. "Drum Tales is a live and interactive musical program for 
children. Set in the vast majestic plains of Africa, this program resembles the traditional drum-circle, combining storytelling, musical instrumentation, and song. 
Each participant is given an African drum, which becomes their medium of transportation as we rhythmically traverse through the royal territory of the Lion King 
of Africa. Wild animals, a rolling African thunderstorm, deserts and jungles, make this an unforgettable experience. Through an engaging, hands-on and interactive 
rapport, the facilitators guide the group, step by step, through a fun and insightful journey. On the way, participants will learn the basics behind the African Djembe 
drum and take away the skills to make some of their own music and rhythms." 
 
The YU Student Medical Ethics Society and The YU Center for the Jewish Future invite you to participate in The 12th annual Medical Ethics Conference,The 
ART of Parenthood: Exploring the Future of Fertility, on Sunday December 16th from 9am - 1pm, at Yeshiva University in Washington Heights, 500 West 185th 
St. Conference is sponsored by the Community Synagogue of Monsey in honor of Rabbi Moshe D. Tendler and will feature discussions on the topics of posthumous 
reproduction, oncofertility, artificial wombs and epigenetics. Visit yumedicalethics.comfor more information.  
 
CCSA welcomes any family member with a loved one suffering from addiction and substance abuse issues to our local support group, which meets every other 
Wednesday evening in Teaneck. The group is free of charge and is facilitated by clinicians specializing in addiction. For more information and the location of the 
meeting, please email Time2TalkAddiction@gmail.com.  
 
 

*** Answer to the Weekly Riddle – A promise *** 

 

WEEKLY SHIURIM @ SHAAREI ORAH 

 Rabbi Jachter: - Shabbat morning Pre-Sha’harit Humash Shiur at 8:30am - Shabbat afternoon shiur on Hilchot Shabbat: 40 min before Minha - 
Thursday evenings at 7:30pm at 315 Churchill Road on Torah & Science. 

 
 Rabbi Michael Chernlck:  Hilchot Yom Tov, Tuesday night, 8:15 pm 

 Shaarei Orah Contact Information 

Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. Please mail all donations & payments to:  
Shaarei Orah – 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 or online at www.sephardicteaneck.org 

Tizku L’mitzvot!!! To sponsor any event, send a donation card, place an ad in the newsletter or to receive our weekly newsletter by email please contact 
office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800. 

Shorashai Orah, the sisterhood of Shaarei Orah contact: shorashai.orah@gmail.com  

RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter - rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org 

President: Joshua Murad - president@sephardicteaneck.org 

Vice President: Shlomo Levy | Treasurer: Isaac Dayan | Secretary: Blanche Silver | Gabbai: Shalom Shushan 

Billing questions contact: finance@sephardicteaneck.org 


