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A Relish for Avodat Hashem: The Torah recognizes that loving Torah is a very potent strategy.  One 
certainly performs far better when one is blessed with a relish for his work.  It is for this reason we pray each 
day to Hashem that He sweeten the words of Torah in our mouths and in the mouths of our children and future 
posterity (“V’Ha’arev Na Et Divre Toratecha B’Finu” etc).  

A Relish for Eruvin: It is important that those involved in the Eruv also find it challenging and 
meaningful – this will maintain their enthusiasm for the holy work.  Eruv maintenance is inherently challenging.  
We seek to set forth why it is deeply meaningful.  

Helping the Jewish Community: The deep satisfaction one derives from the hard work invested 
working on an Eruv begins with the sense of fulfillment one receives when working for the community.  Hillel 
famously remarks (Avot 1:14) “Keshe’ani L’Atzmi Mah Ani” if I am for myself alone, what am I.  Healthy 
minded people instinctively seek to be part of something bigger than themselves.  This desire can be channeled 
into a constructive community project such as devoting time, energy and talent to the creation and maintenance 
of an Eruv.  

Continuity: However, the following story illustrates that an even greater level of satisfaction that can 
be derived from Eruv work.  

When I visited my cousin Yehuda Brandriss for a Shabbat in Modi’in, Israel he took me to a site he 
knew I would love.  He took me to an ancient Mikveh unearthed at the outskirts of modern-day Modi’in.  When 
I looked at the site shivers ran down my spine.  The design of the Mikveh from two thousand years ago matches 
exactly the Mikva’ot we create today.  The immersion pool stands side by side to the pool of rainwater with a 
hole in the intervening wall connecting the two pools.  What a stark and stunning example of Jewish continuity!  

To live a life that is deeply and meaningfully connected to the past brings a priceless and profound 
level of satisfaction.  The devotee of Halacha is not an orphan in history.  He who faithfully observes the Halacha 
is part of one long chain anchored in a rich past, solid present and an even greater future. 

Eternity: There is an even greater level of satisfaction involved with Eruv work.  It stems from the 
fact that the human being is endowed with both a body and soul.  While the body craves for Chayei Sha’ah, 
matters of temporal concern, the soul yearns for Chayei Olam/eternity.  While the body enjoys the outdoor 
activity involved with Eruv work, the soul experiences incomparable delight from the very essence of the project 
at hand.  

An Eruv transforms a utility pole into a Halachic entity.  Talmudic concepts such as Pi Tikra Yored 
V’Sotem are possibly applied to railroad overhangs and Tel HaMitlaket is sometimes applied to highway 
embankments.  In the process of elevating the ordinary modern-day infrastructure into Halachic units, something 
extraordinary happens.  Chayei Sha’ah is transformed and converted to Chayei Olam.  For the spiritually astute, 
this brings an unparalleled sense of intense fulfillment. 

A Caress from Hashem: Although it happens at entirely unexpected moments, the sensitive soul can 
detect the occasional caress from Hashem in their Avodat Hashem.  Chazal (cited by Rashi to Shemot 15:22) 
teach that after Keri’at Yam Suf, Hashem caused the extremely valuable jewelry from the drowned Egyptian 

soldiers to rise to the edge of the sea for us to take. 

One may ask why this necessary for us for Hashem to bestow us with this wealth.  After all, we had already accumulated great wealth when 
leaving Mitzrayim.  A possible explanation is that as a loving Father, Hashem presented us with this extra jewelry as a special sign of His love for us. 

            I believe that this past summer I was on the receiving end of such a caress during our yearly walking tour of the Teaneck Eruv which I conducted 
together with Rav Michael Taubes, Rav Daniel Feldman and Rav Micha Shotkin.  My wife had advised me to buy a pair of sunglasses to use when 
reviewing Eruvin on long hot summer days to reduce the stress on my eyes.  My extremely busy schedule did not allow me the luxury of time to make 
the purchase.    
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Zmanim & Services 

Friday Night 
 
Shir Hashirim              4:20 pm 
Minha          4:30 pm 
Candle Lighting         4:26 pm 

followed by Kabbalat Shabbat / 
Arvit 

 

Shabbat Day 
 

Shaharit          8:30 am 
Latest Shema         9:06 am 
Minha          4:10 pm 
Arvit                             5:10 pm 
Havdala                        5:20 pm  
 
 

Weekly Schedule 

Shaharit  

Please note that location of all 
minyanim will be at the shiva 
house: 602 Maitland Avenue 
through Wednesday morning 

11/13/19 
 

Sunday          8:30 am 
Mon/Thur                  6:20 am 
Tue/Wed/Fri               6:30 am 

 
Minha/Arvit 

 

Daily through Tuesday 
evening 11/12/19 at 4:30 pm 
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However, five hours into the walking inspection of the Teaneck Eruv I noticed a pair of inexpensive sunglasses that was slipped into one of 
the Eruv’s Lechis.  It was apparent that such an item placed in such a public area was deliberately abandoned (Hefker MiDa’at) and is now permissible 
to take.  I seized the opportunity to henceforth use these glasses during my Eruv reviews, as per my wife’s wise advice. 

Why did a pair of sunglasses appear ready for the taking on our Eruv route?  I believe it was a caress from Hashem acknowledging the 
considerable time and hard work I was doing on behalf of the community.  

Conclusion: Many Rabbaniyot have told me that their husbands love working on their community Eruvin.  The active outdoor work is only 
part of the explanation.  More significant are the remarkable and abundant spiritual opportunities Eruv activity presents for those with a discerning 
spiritual eye.  This is what truly fuels the passion for Eruvin amongst so many rabbis.  May Hashem bestow all those who have this relish for Eruvin 
specifically and Avodat Hashem in general with great success and blessing.  

Announcements 

 Our heartfelt condolences to the entire Elfman-Schulz family on the passing of our long-time member and friend Richard Schulz, husband of Amy 
Elfman Schulz, father of Jonathan Schulz, Abby Schulz and Eli Mandel, Joshua and Lini Schulz, grandfather of Maya and Yerachmiel and brother of 

May Schulz. Shiva will be observed at the Schulz home - 605 Maitland Avenue, Teaneck, NJ until Wednesday morning, November 13th after 
Shaharit. Please do not visit between the hours of 12 PM to 1 PM, 6 PM to 7 PM and past 9:30 PM at night. To offer chesed please contact Erica 
Ohayon - shorashai.orah@gmail.com. To contribute a meal through our meal train link please click here. .To send a condolence card from Shaarei 

Orah please contact office@sephardicteaneck.org. May the family be comforted among the mourners of Tzion V'Yerushalyim. Tinachamu Min 
Hashamayim.   

 
 We are happy to welcome back to Shaarei Orah Rabbi Dr. Yigal Tsaidi, who will be joining us this Shabbat, Parashat Lech Lecha, November 8th 

and November 9th as our Scholar in Residence. Please see details below regarding the schedule and topics of shiurim: Friday night between Minha 
& Arvit - The definition of” Chesed” - The Secret of our Avot v’Imahot. Shabbat day before Mussaf - “Take my wife in my stead!” Avraham 

Avinu offers his wife to Paroh under the guise of being his sister. While it could be understood, it certainly does not sound good. What are his true 
intentions? Seudah Shelisheet - How does the Torah define life and death? And how do we define Terach, Yaakov Avinu and Yoseph Hatzadik. 

 
 We would also like to welcome the Sephardic students of Yeshiva University/Stern College who are spending this Shabbat with our kehilla. We are 

excited to once again host the students and share the Shaarei Orah experience with them.  

 Thank you to Heidi and Jack Varon for sponsoring the Shabbaton and Seudah Shelisheet in memory of Jack's aunt, Hanula bat Behora Rivka. The 
Varon family, in typical Varon-family style, has once again given to our community in such a meaningful way.  

 
 Thank you to Joshua Murad for organizing the Shabbaton, to Erica Ohayon for arranging housing for the students and to all of the hosts who have 

graciously opened their homes for this shabbaton.  
 

 There is no kiddush this week due to the YU Shabbaton. To contribute to the kiddush fund, please visit 
https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/kiddush-fund-donation.html. 

 
 Please note: Minyanim during the week and on Sunday will take place at the Schulz shiva house at 605 Maitland Avenue through Shaharit 

on Wednesday, November 13th. Please make every effort to attend. 

 Please note: There is no pre-Minha shiur this Shabbat. 
 

 Shorashai Orah is planning its second annual Dads vs. Sons football game on Thanksgiving morning.  Please email Erica 
at shorashai.orah@gmail.com if you (men and boys only) wish to play.  As always, if there is sufficient interest from girls and/or moms, we will set 
something up (separately, of course) for another time.  Regardless of whether or not you are playing, we welcome and expect all men, women, boys 

and girls to come join in the fun!  
 
 Join Shaarei Orah in this year’s Federation Mitzvah Day Collection. This year, we are collecting: NEW AND UNOPENED TRAVEL SIZED 

TOILETRIES including body wash, shampoo, soap, deodorant, lotion, combs and brushes, toothpaste and toothbrushes. The items collected will be 
donated to local area shelters and food banks. Please leave bags and boxes in front of garage at 505 Grenville Avenue, Teaneck (between Jefferson 

and River Road) before Monday, November 18th. 

 Happy Birthday to Jonathan Friedman (Nov 8), Daniel Aiash (Nov 8), Matar Glassman (Nov 11), Tirza Kooijmans (Nov 12), Zecharia Ariel Benson 
(Nov 13), Rebecca Anapolle (Nov 14). 

 
 The deadline for all submissions to the weekly newsletter is Thursday at 10AM. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 Come and participate in our wonderful classes. See details on the back page of the newsletter. 
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A Story – Do not waste your energy 

In ancient Greece, Socrates was reputed to hold knowledge in 
high esteem. One day an acquaintance met the great philosopher and 
said, "Do you know what I just heard about your friend?" 

 
"Hold on a minute," Socrates replied, "Before you talk to me 

about my friend, it might be good idea to take a moment and filter 
what you’re going to say. That’s why I call it the triple filter test. The 
first filter is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are 
about to tell me is true?" 

 
"Well, no," the man said, "actually I just heard about it 

and…" 
 
"All right," said Socrates, "So, You really did not know if it’s 

true or not. Now, let’s try the second filter, the filter of Goodness. Is 
what you are about to tell me about my friend something good?" 

 
“No, on the contrary..." said the friend. 
 
Socrates continued, “You want to tell me something bad about 

my friend, but you’re not certain it’s true." “You may still pass the test 
though, because there’s one filter left - the filter of Usefulness. Is what 
you want to tell me about my friend going to be useful to me?" 

 
"No, not really…." 
 
“Well…." Concluded Socrates.... 
 
"If what you want to tell me is neither true, nor good, nor even 

useful, why tell it to me at all?" 
 
Moral: Do not waste time gossiping kills your energy, the 

people you are gossiping about and the people you are telling it to… 

Dvar Torah by Rabbi Zelig Pliskin 

 
 
 
Although greatly outnumbered, 

Avram (before he was renamed Avraham) 
rescued his captive nephew Lot and all the 
other people who had been captured with 
him. When Avraham returned victorious, 
the Torah states: 

 
"Malkitzedek King of Sholaim 

brought out bread and wine, and he was a 
priest of God, the most high. And he 
(Malkitzedek) blessed him (Avram) and 
said, 'Blessed be Avram to God the Most 
High, Maker of heaven and earth. And 
blessed be God the Most High Who has 
delivered your enemies into your hand' " 
(Genesis 14:18-20). 

 
The Talmud (Nedorim 32b) states 

that Malkitzedek erred by expressing 
gratitude first to Avraham and then to 
God. We must be grateful to anyone who 
does us a favor, but at the same time, we 
must realize that God is the ultimate 
source of all favors. 

 
Source – Aish.com 

Wisdom of The Week by Ezra Ghazal 

Be grateful for where you are, and excited about where you are going 

Weekly Riddle 

Only one color, but not one size, stuck at the bottom, yet 
easily flies. Present in sun, but not in rain, doing no harm, and 

feeling no pain. What is it? 

Answer is located on the back sheet, guess before you look!!! 

Time to Smile  

The one thing I’ve learned from the World Cup is that Europe 
still hasn’t mastered the haircut. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MORE… 

The next Teaneck Orthodox Retiree Association (TORA) lunch and lecture will take place on Tuesday November 12, and feature Deborah Marcus, 
audiologist.  The topic will be "Fall in Love with Better Hearing".  Lunch will be available at 12:00 PM, and the lecture will take place at approximately 12:40 PM 
in the CBY Social Hall. Topic:  FALL IN LOVE WITH BETTER HEARING!!!!!Learn about the top 10 reasons why you should have your hearing tested.  You 
will also learn about the link between your health, well-being and hearing loss.  Finally, the newest technology in hearing aids and insurance benefits for hearing 
aids will be explored.  Bio of Speaker:  Deborah Marcus, M.S, CCC-A, has been a Practicing Audiologist for over 30 years, and is with the Audiology Associates 
of North Jersey. Cost and How to Register:  The cost is $12 if you register by Sunday 11/10 at 4:00 PM, and $18 after that date/time or at the door.  To 
register, please go to https://www.bnaiyeshurun.org/tora and fill out the online form that appears.  Alternatively, email mkarlin@aol.com with the names of those 
who will be attending and pay at the door.  
 
THE CHALLAH BAKE IS COMING!  Come join 800 Jewish women of all ages and religious experience for an evening of inspiration, unity and fun as they 
make challah together at the Jewish Journeys Great BIG Challah Bake on Thursday evening, November 14th, 2019 at Factory 220 in Passaic, NJ. Registration is 
now OPEN! Please register at: https://www.showclix.com/event/jewishjourneysgreatbigchallahbake-general. We expect to sell out, so register early as there will 
be NO walks ins.  If you are interested in getting involved or for more information please email jjgreatbigchallahbake2019@gmail.com.  
 
On Monday, November 18th at 7pm, The Holocaust Commemoration Committee of Greater Teaneck will be presenting a showing of Prosecuting Evil: 
The Extraordinary World of Ben Ferencz-the last surviving prosecutor from the Nuremberg Trials.  The movie -83 minutes- will be shown at the Teaneck Movie 
theater on Cedar Lane in Teaneck.  Admission is $7.  Contact - Blanche Silver: blancjay@optonline.net    
 
'Screenagers' Showing & Discussion by Dr. David Pelcovitz - Monday, November 18th at 7:30PM - Entire Community Invited! The entire Northern NJ / greater 
Bergen County community is formally invited to a special evening dedicated to technology awareness. ‘Screening Our Future’, an initiative launched in September 
2019 by the leading local Bergen County yeshiva elementary schools with a goal of changing the way parents and children approach technology, proudly presents 
‘Screenagers’ – a documentary dealing with raising kids in the digital age. The documentary, which has been shown recently in other Orthodox communities such 
as the Five Towns to much acclaim, will be followed by a presentation by Dr. David Pelcovitz, a leading education professor at YU's Azrieli Graduate School for 
Jewish Education and a leading speaker in this area. The event will be held on Monday night, November18th at 7:30PM at The Frisch School, 120 West Century 
Road, Paramus. For more information please email: headsofschoolnj@gmail.com. 
 
NechamaComfort 3rd Annual Dinner - Join us in raising community awareness of the tragedy of infant and pregnancy loss and in supporting the families who 
have been touched by this grief. Honoring digital influencer Elizabeth Savetsky.  Guest speaker Kiley Hanish, author and co-creator of the film Return to 
Zero.  Saturday night December 7, 2019 at 8:00 PM at the New York Hall of Science.  For reservations or to make a donation and for more information about 
our services and programs visit nechamacomfort.org.   
 

*** Answer to the Weekly Riddle – A shadow.......*** 
 

WEEKLY SHIURIM @ SHAAREI ORAH 

 Rabbi Jachter: - Weekly e-mail 5-minute Sephardic Shiur of the week - Hebrew version and English version. To join Rabbi Jachter's "Halacha To Go" 
WhatsApp group please click here https://chat.whatsapp.com/B57KmA6aEyV2t8Hcgpkqu4. Rabbi Michael Chernlck:  Beginner's Talmud, Tuesday 

nights, 8:30-9:30 pm 
 

Shaarei Orah Contact Information 

Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. Please mail all donations & payments to: Shaarei Orah – 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 or online at 
www.sephardicteaneck.org 

Tizku L’mitzvot!!! To sponsor any event, send a donation card, place an ad in the newsletter or to receive our weekly newsletter by email please contact 
office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800. 

Shorashai Orah, the sisterhood of Shaarei Orah contact: shorashai.orah@gmail.com  

RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter - rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org 

President: Joshua Murad - president@sephardicteaneck.org 

Treasurer: Isaac Dayan | Secretary: Blanche Silver | Gabbai: Shalom Shushan 

Billing questions contact: finance@sephardicteaneck.org 

ALLERGY NOTICE 

Shaarei Orah is a “nut aware” facility. All food for both public and private events, including our Shabbat youth groups, may not contain nuts or nut products of 
any kind (this includes products that "may contain" nuts or that were "processed in a facility" that also processes nuts). For more details please 

contact office@sephardicteaneck.org 


