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 Even most Sephardic Jews have not heard of Rav Ovadia Hadaya.  Yet, Hacham Hadaya played 
and continues to play a crucial role in Sephardic life.  

Typical Gadol Stories: At first glance, Rav Hadaya seems to a typical “Gadol”/great Torah 
scholar.  The major contours of his biography may be recounted about dozens of other great rabbinic 
figures.  

He was born in Aleppo, Syria (a major center of Torah life, Torah scholarship and rabbinic 
leadership) to a rabbinic line in 1890 on both his parents’ sides of the family.  His mother was from the 
Labaton family, a major rabbinic family in Aleppo. 

His family moved to Jerusalem in 1895 and young Ovadia flourished in the great Torah 
opportunities offered in early twentieth century Yerushalayim.  As is typical for Sephardic students he 
progressed not only in study of Nigleh (non-esoteric portions of the Torah) but in Nistar/Kabala studies as 
well.  

Young Ovadia was extremely diligent in Torah studies.  The story is told that Hacham Shalom, 
father of Hacham Hadaya, was very fearful for his son’s eyesight, as he himself suffered from loss of vision 
as he entered old age. He would warn his son not to learn at night at the candlelight, so that he would not 
strain his eyes. Hacham Ovadia did not wish to cause his father anguish, so he would go to sleep when his 
father would – only to wake up a bit later and study at the candlelight until dawn. The Arab guard would 
lament: “I’m rarely needed at the Hedaya home, as the candle burns all night!” 

He went on to he married the daughter of Hacham Ezra Chrem, Rabbanit Salha (Shulamit).  He 
began in 1923 to serve as a Rosh Metivta at the great Sephardic Yeshiva Porat Yosef and the Sephardic 
Kabala based Yeshiva known as Yeshivat Bet El, both located in Jerusalem’s old city.  He also served on 
the Sephardic Bet Din of Yerushalayim.  

Rav Hadaya moved to Petah Tikva in 1939 where he served as the Rav of the Sephardic 
community.  A number of years later he returned to Yerushalayim and in 1951 was named to the Bet Din 
HaGadol L’Irurim, the Supreme Bet Din of the Israeli rabbinate.  

Rav Hadaya was also a prolific author composing eight highly acclaimed volumes of Teshuvot 
(responses to Halachic inquiries; his are entiled Teshuvot Yaskil Avdi) which are often cited until this very 
day.  He wrote commentaries on Shas and the Rambam as well as works on the Kabala.  He was renowned 
for his fine character and sensitivity.  He died in 1969 and was eulogized by the great Rav Mordechai 
Eliyahu at his Levaya. 

Rav Hadaya’s Two Crucial Roles: So far all we have recounted a story that could basically 
been told (in basic form) of dozens of other great Rabbanim.  What makes Hacham Hadaya’s life so 
unique?  

The answer lies in the time in which he lived.  During the 1930’s to the 1960’s, Hacham Yitzhak 
Yosef recounts, Rav Hadaya was regarded as the Posek HaDor, the Posek of the highest authority in the 
Sephardic community.  At that time, there was a terrible dearth of Sephardic Posekim of first rank that 
were grappling with the issues of the day.  Hacham Yitzhak recounts that when his father Rav Ovadia 
Yosef and his learning partner the great Hacham Ben Zion Abba Shaul were youngsters, a peak event for 
them was the publication of a new volume of Yaskil Avdi.  

Despite their extreme poverty, they would scrape together the money and purchase the volume 
and excitedly pore through it.  There were so few new Sephardic Teshuvot of this caliber being published 
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at that time that Hacham Yosef and Hacham Abbba Shaul regarded Rav Hedaya’s Teshuvot as rare ultra-precious jewels.       

Thus, Rav Hadaya preserved a tradition of Sephardic Teshuvot at a time when he had extremely few peers and served to inspire the 
next generation of Sephardic Posekim of first rank.     

If this were not enough, Rav Hadaya played another crucial role in Jewish life.  The fall of the Old City of Jerusalem in 1948 to the 
Jordanians was a catastrophe for the Jewish People.  We were shut off from access to the Kotel for nineteen terrible years.  However, for the 
Sephardic Torah community there was an added layer of disaster.  The two beacons of Sephardic Torah in Eretz Yisrael, Yeshivat Porat Yosef 
and the Yeshivat Bet El LeMekubalim were both destroyed.  

While the great Rosh Yeshiva Rav Ezra Attia rebuilt Porat Yosef in the western portion of Jerusalem, Rav Ovadya Hadaya rebuilt 
the Yeshivat Bet El LeMekubalim in that Israeli controlled section of the city.  After the liberation of the Old City in 1967 Hacham Hadaya 
began the effort to restore the original location of the Yeshivat Bet El, a task that was completed by his son. 

To understand the magnitude of this accomplishment let us recall that the Yeshivat Bet El was established by the legendary Rav 
Shalom Sharaby in the mid-eighteenth century in Jerusalem’s Old City.  The continuity of this great institution was preserved by Hacham 
Hadaya.  The flourishing Yeshivat Bet El that we see today in the old city of Jerusalem exists due to the heroic efforts of Rav Hadaya to 
preserve this Yeshiva at a time when it was exceedingly difficult to do so and while he was already burdened with his duties at the Bet Din, 
Moetzet HaRabbanut HaRashit L’Yisrael and his role as Posek HaDor.  

Conclusion: We are witness today to a vibrant and growing Sephardic Torah community both in Halacha and Kabalah.  However, 
during Rav Hadaya’s time, this community was miniscule and in grave danger of being extinguished.  Rav Hadaya kept the fire going, enlarged 
it and paved the way for its renaissance.  The Sephardic community owes a great debt to Rav Hadaya that is not yet widely acknowledged.  The 
time has come for the name and teachings of Rav Hadaya to be restored to its rightful place in the Sephardic and broader Jewish community.  

Zechuto Yagen Alenu, may his Neshama serve as a merit to protect and strengthen all of Am Yisrael!    

Announcements 
 

 Kiddush this week is sponsored by the kiddush fund. To contribute to the kiddush fund, please visit 
https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/kiddush-fund-donation.html 

 
 Seudah Shelisheet is by Sara and Ehud Sasson and Family in honor and appreciation of the people who consistently make a beautiful 

seudah shelisheet every Shabbat all year round! To sponsor Seudah Shelisheet please visit https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/seudah. 
 
 Hakarat HaTov: Thank you to the following individuals who helped make our Hagim special (stay tuned for more!)   Arba Minim sale:  

Ezzie Douek, Joshua Murad, Ehud and Shlomo Sasson and Jack Varon. Sukkah Hop: Yarden and Arik Nagel (for sukkah decorating 
event too) and our wonderful hosts: Malkie and Peter Benson, Paula and Ben Cohen and Debbie and Shalom Shushan.   

 
 Join us at an Oneg Shabbat, Friday Night, Shabbat Hol HaMoed October 18th from 9:00 PM to 11:00 PM, Refreshments, singing and 

Divrei Torah in the Sukkah, including Sushi provided by Mashu Mashu Kosher Sushi and sponsored by an anonymous donor. 
 
 A limited number of aravot will be available for sale on Sunday morning, Hoshana Raba. Cost is $6 per bunch, first come first served. 

Please bring exact change. 
 

 Simhat Torah at Shaarei Orah, Tuesday, October 22nd. Join us for a meaningful tefila led by our children followed by our annual Gala 
Simhat Torah Kiddush. Sponsorships available (and very appreciated) at the following levels: Donor - $101, Hakafot - $180, V'zot 

HaBeracha - $260, Bereshit - $360, Sefer Torah - $540 (please note that these names are categories and do not indicate a purchase of any 
Aliya or Kibbud in the Bet K'nesset). To sponsor the kiddush please click here https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/simhat-torah-kiddush-

2019 or contact Josh Murad - joshuamurad99@gmail.com. 
 

 Shaarei Orah is participating in the Yad Leah's Dash for Dignity event and encourages everyone in our kehila to sign up. This important and 
fun event will take place on November 10, 2019 at Overpeck Park. If we reach 30 participants, we will be given a VIP tent at the event. Sign 

up today!  Check your email for more details and registration information. 
 

 Happy Birthday to Ayelet Sasson (Oct 20) and Orelle Ahuva Shakarchi (Oct 23). 
 

 The deadline for all submissions to the weekly newsletter is Thursday at 10AM. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 Come and participate in our wonderful classes. See details below. 
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A Story – Taking Responsibility 

Two families lived nearby. One family was 
constantly fighting while the other one lived quietly 
and friendly. One day, feeling jealous about how 
nicely the neighboring family got along, the wife 
told her husband…. Go to the neighbors and look to 
see what they are doing for their well-being. 

 
The husband went, hid and began watching. 

He saw a woman who was cleaning the floor. 
Suddenly something distracted her and she ran to the 
kitchen. At that time, her husband rushed into the 
room. Not noticing the bucket of water, he kicked it 
and spilled water all over the floor. 

 
His wife came back from the kitchen and 

said to him…I’m sorry, honey! It’s my fault. I didn’t 
move the bucket out of the way. 

 
The husband replied…No, I’m sorry, 

honey! It’s my fault, because I did not notice it. 
 
The man returned home, and his wife asked 

him if he found out what their secret is. 
 
I think the difference is that we always seek 

to be right, while they seek to take responsibility for 
their part. 
 

Moral: Having peaceful relationships means 
taking personal responsibility for our own part. 

 

Dvar Torah  

 
What is The Meaning of the Arbah Minim? 
 
The Torah tells us in Leviticus 23:40 a special 

commandment for Sukkot -- to take the arbah minim, the Four 
Species (etrog, lulav, hadassim, and aravot). We wave them in 
the four directions of the compass as well as up and down. The 
symbolism of the waving in all directions is to remind us that 
God is everywhere. However, why are these four species 
designated for the mitzvah? 

 
Our rabbis teach that these four species are symbolic of 

four types of Jews: the etrog (citron) which has a fragrance and a 
taste represents those Jews who have both Torah wisdom and 
good deeds; the lulav (date palm branch) which has a taste (from 
the dates), but no fragrance represents those Jews who have 
Torah wisdom, but no good deeds; the hadassim (myrtle 
branches) have a fragrance, but no taste representing those Jews 
who have good deeds, but no Torah wisdom; and lastly, the 
aravot (willow branches) have neither a taste nor a smell 
representing those Jews who are lacking in Torah wisdom and 
good deeds. 

 
What do we do on Sukkot? We symbolically bind 

together and recognize every Jew as an integral and important 
part of the Jewish people. If even one is missing, the mitzvah is 
incomplete. Our People is one; we must do all we can to bind 
together the Jewish people and work to strengthen the Jewish 
future! 

 
Source – Aish.com 

Weekly Riddle 

Take off my skin and I won’t cry, but you will, what am 
I? 

Answer is located on the back sheet, guess before you 
look!!! 

Time to Smile  

Don’t get upset if I ask you where something is in Target 
when you choose to wear a red shirt and khakis to shop.  

                                          

 

WEEKLY SHIURIM @ SHAAREI ORAH 

 Rabbi Jachter: - Weekly e-mail 5-minute Sephardic Shiur of the week - Hebrew version and English version. To join Rabbi Jachter's "Halacha To Go" 
WhatsApp group please click here https://chat.whatsapp.com/B57KmA6aEyV2t8Hcgpkqu4. Rabbi Michael Chernlck:  Beginner's Talmud, Tuesday 

nights, 8:30-9:30 pm 

Wisdom of The Week by Ezra Ghazal 

We cannot become what we want by remaining what we are 
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MORE… 

 
The Adult Education Committee of Congregation Beth Abraham invites the entire community to its annual Tikkun Leil 
Hoshana Rabba shiur by Rabbi Dr. Jacob J. Schacter on the topic of "The Centrality of Simcha: On Yom Tov and Around 
the Year".  The shiur will take place this Saturday night, October 19th, at 8:30pm in the main sanctuary of Beth Abraham.      
 
THE CHALLAH BAKE IS COMING!  Come join 800 Jewish women of all ages and religious experience for an evening of 
inspiration, unity and fun as they make challah together at the Jewish Journeys Great BIG Challah Bake on Thursday evening, 
November 14th, 2019 at Factory 220 in Passaic, NJ. Registration is now OPEN! Please register 
at: https://www.showclix.com/event/jewishjourneysgreatbigchallahbake-general. We expect to sell out, so register early as 
there will be NO walks ins.  If you are interested in getting involved or for more information please 
email jjgreatbigchallahbake2019@gmail.com.  
 
Join Shaarei Orah in this year’s Federation Mitzvah Day Collection. This year, we are collecting: NEW AND UNOPENED 
TRAVEL SIZED TOILETRIES including body wash, shampoo, soap, deodorant, lotion, combs and brushes, toothpaste and 
toothbrushes. The items collected will be donated to local area shelters and food banks. Please leave bags and boxes in front of 
garage at 605 Maitland ave, Teaneck (between Jefferson and River Road) before Monday, November 18th. 
 
Please join us for a support group for loved ones of those struggling with substance abuse and addiction. We meet every other 
Wednesday night in Teaneck at 8:15 p.m.  For more information, please email CCSA at time2talkaddiction@gmail.com.   
 
Shaarei Orah will be participating in the OU community fair. Please see message below regarding photos that may be used 
in connection with this fair. Questions? Contact office@sephardicteaneck.org.  Shaarei Orah reserves the right to use any 
photograph/video taken at a synagogue event without the expressed written permission of those included within the 
photograph/video. Shaarei Orah may use the photograph/video in publications or other media material produced, used or 
contracted by Shaarei Orah including, but not limited to, news releases, websites, social media, brochures, newspapers, 
magazines, television, books, invitations, marketing purposes, etc. Any person desiring not to have his/her photo distributed 
must contact office@sephardicteaneck.org in writing of his/her intentions and include a photograph. Shaarei Orah will use this 
photo for identification purposes and will hold it in confidence. Please understand that verbal notice will not be sufficient. 

 
*** Answer to the Weekly Riddle – Onion......*** 

 
 

 

Shaarei Orah Contact Information 

Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. Please mail all donations & payments to: Shaarei Orah – 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 or online at 
www.sephardicteaneck.org 

Tizku L’mitzvot!!! To sponsor any event, send a donation card, place an ad in the newsletter or to receive our weekly newsletter by email please contact 
office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800. 

Shorashai Orah, the sisterhood of Shaarei Orah contact: shorashai.orah@gmail.com  

RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter - rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org 

President: Joshua Murad - president@sephardicteaneck.org 

Treasurer: Isaac Dayan | Secretary: Blanche Silver | Gabbai: Shalom Shushan 

Billing questions contact: finance@sephardicteaneck.org 

ALLERGY NOTICE 

Shaarei Orah is a “nut aware” facility. All food for both public and private events, including our Shabbat youth groups, may not contain nuts or nut products of 
any kind (this includes products that "may contain" nuts or that were "processed in a facility" that also processes nuts). For more details please 

contact office@sephardicteaneck.org 


