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Zmanim & Services
PARASHAT BEMIDBAREREV SHAVUOT
49TH DAY OF THE OMER

Friday Night
Shir Hashirim
Minha
Candle Lighting
Sunset

6:50 pm
7:00 pm
8:07 pm
8:25 pm

followed by Kabbalat Shabbat /
Arvit

Shabbat Morning
Shaharit
8:45 am
Latest Shema
9:09 am
Pre Minha shiur
6:35 pm
Minha & Pirkei Avot 7:45 pm
Arvit
8:53 pm
Candle Lighting
9:03 pm
Tikun Lel Shavuot 11:45 pm

Shavuot - 1st Day
Shaharit
2nd Shaharit
Latest Shema
Pre Minha shiur
Azharot & Ruth
Minha/Arvit
Candle Lighting

4:40 am
9:00 am
9:09 am
5:15 pm
5:45 pm
6:25 pm
9:04 pm

Shavuot – 2nd Day
Shaharit
8:45 am
Latest Shema
9:09 am
Communal Hashkava 10:30 am
Pre Minha shiur
6:55 pm
Azharot & Ruth
7:30 pm
Minha
8:05 pm
Arvit
8:54 pm
Havdala
9:04 pm

Weekly Schedule
Shaharit
Sunday
Mon/Thu
Tue/Wed/Fri

8:00 am
6:20 am
6:30 am

Rabbi Haim Jachter
Shabbat Between Milah and Tevilah
A Classic Debate: In March 2019 for the first time I was asked to rule on a classic and very beautiful
issue in Halachah. A convert who had undergone his Brit Milah and was waiting to recover until he was ready
for his Tevilah to complete his conversion asked if he was permitted to observe Shabbat during this interim
period. It turns out that there is considerable discussion of this topic in the Teshuvot of the past two hundred
years.
The Argument Forbidding Full Shemirat Shabbat: An argument can easily be made to forbid
Shabbat observance in such circumstances. The Gemara (Sanhedrin 58b) writes that it is forbidden for a nonJew to observe Shabbat. This is understandable in light of the fact that Shabbat represents the special Brit between
the Jewish Nation and Hashem (Shemot 31:16-17); it is improper for an outsider to intrude on this special
relationship. Hence, it has emerged as the standard practice for a conversion candidate, while on the one hand
practicing full observance of Shabbat, to also perform one act of violation of Shabbat as well (such as turning on
a light). The Rambam (Hilchot Issurei Bi’ah 13:6), in turn, rules that one is not a convert unless he performs
both Milah (for a male, of course) and Tevilah. Thus, it would seem that since Tevilah has yet to be performed
in a case such as ours, one remains a non-Jew who is forbidden to observe Shabbat.
The Common Practice – Full Shabbat Observance: However, Teshuvot Binyan Tzi’on (91) and
Teshuvot Avnei Neizer (Yoreh Dei’ah 151) record the common practice in such situations to not require the
candidate to violate Shabbat. What is the Halachic reasoning for this practice? The basis for this practice seems
to lie in a comment of Rashba to Yevamot 71a, who states that after the Brit Milah, for the purpose of conversion
the candidate has “partially entered into the realm of Dat Yehudit (Judaism)”. Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzva 14, as
noted by my dear Talmid and colleague Rav David Nachbar) and Teshuvot Radbaz (number 917) indicate that
they subscribe to the Rashba’s approach.
An Explanation for the Common Practice – Partial Status as a Jew: How can one be partially
Jewish? Isn’t one either totally Jewish or not totally Jewish? The answer may be derived from an interesting
approach articulated by Rav Yoseif Dov Soloveitchik (cited in Mesorah 5:60-61). The Rishonim (see Rashi to
Yevamot 46 s.v. Be’Avoteinu SheMalu, Tosafot Pesachim 22a s.v. VeRabi Shimon and Ramban to VaYikra
24:10) debate as to whether the Avot had the status of Bnei Yisrael or Bnei No’ach. Rav Soloveitchik, though,
understands that the Rambam (Hilchot Melachim 9:1-3) develops a more nuanced approach.
Rav Soloveitchik notes that our Kedushat Yisrael derives from the fact that we are obligated in
Mitzvot. This is readily apparent from the Berachot we recite on Mitzvot in which we state “Asher Kideshanu
BeMitzvotav VeTzivanu”, “Who has sanctified us through His Mitzvot.” It is His Mitzvot which make us holy
and confer upon us Kedushat Yisrael.
Accordingly, argues Rav Soloveitchik, the Avot enjoyed partial Kedushat Yisrael, since they accepted
more Mitzvot than the Bnei No’ach. Their having been commanded to perform Mila, for example, confers added
Kedushah. The Avot were not, however, endowed with full Kedushat Yisrael, since they were not commanded
in all of the Mitzvot. A fundamentally important component of Rav Soloveitchik’s Hashkafah is the rejection of
binary thinking. While Aristotle believed in a theory of either-or, Torah ideology rejects this limited and primitive
form of categorization. For example, Rav Soloveitchik was fond of quoting Ritva to Yoma 47b, who said that
the time period between sunset and nightfall, referred to in the Gemara (Shabbat 34a) as Bein HaShemashot, has
the status of being both night and day (not that it is perhaps one or the other, but that it is certainly both).
Accordingly, the attack we posed above – either one is Jewish or not Jewish – is an invalid one. One can indeed
be, in the Halachic worldview, simultaneously both Jewish and non-Jewish or partially Jewish.

Between Milah and Tevilah: With this, we understand the comment of Rashba that after Brit Milah
for the purpose of conversion one has partially entered Dat Yehudit. The convert who is between Milah and
Tevilah enjoys the same status as the Avot. Just as the Avot accepted the Mitzvah of Milah and observed the rest of the Mitzvot voluntarily, according
to the Gemara (Kiddushin 82a), so too the male convert may observe other Mitzvot voluntarily in this interim period.
Thus, just as the Avot presumably fully observed Shabbat during this period, so too may the convert fully observe Shabbat during the period
between Milah and Tevilah. And as noted by the Teshuvot Binyan Tzion, just as the convert has entered Brit Milah, it makes sense to argue they have
entered the Brit of Shabbat as well.
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Conclusion – Converts: An Inspiration to all Jews: Rav Zvi Romm, the Av Beit Din of Manhattan Beit Din for Conversion, informs me
that there are thousands of top quality mainstream Orthodox Geirim worldwide who are making serious contributions to the Jewish community. Their
commitment to Shabbat specifically and Torah in general is nothing less than breathtaking. The mainstream Orthodox conversion process is not an
easy one, and requires a candidate to be resolute in his or her commitment to full Torah observance. The appreciation, recognition, and cherishing of
the Keter Torah (crown of Torah) which characterizes these Geirim should inspire all of us. Their deep desire to observe Shabbat should and must
serve to motivate all Jews to deepen their love, and embrace, of Shabbat and the rest of Torah.

Announcements
 Mazal Tov to Rebecca and Elliot Anapolle on the wedding of Rivka and Rafi Anapolle.
 Kiddush this week is sponsored by Rachel and Itamar Carmi for the shloshim of Rachel's brother, Haim Henry ben
Avraham A'H. To contribute to the kiddush fund, please visit https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/kiddush-funddonation.html.
 Thank you to the Shavuot Learning Sponsors: The Ohayon Family as hakarot hatov to the community for bringing
Shavuot learning to our home to accommodate our precious and beloved husband and father, Avi, z"l. Jack and Joshua and
Ahuvah Murad in memory of Josh's mother Shoshana bat Sarah. Vivian and Ezra Ghazal for the refua sh'lema of all
cholei Am Yisrael. Joyce and Carmi Mizrahi for the well-being of Am Yisrael. To add your name to sponsorship list please
contact office@sephardicteaneck.org or joshuamurad99@gmail.com.
 Seudah Shelisheet WILL NOT take place this week. To sponsor seudah shelisheet please visit
https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/seudah.
 PLEASE NOTE: Due to Tikun Lel Shavuot the boy’s youth learning program WILL NOT take place this Shabbat.
Additionally, the Teen Minyan WILL NOT take place this week.
 The Daf HaShavua will continue this week with Moed Katan Daf 6. Rabbi Jachter will present highlights of the Daf, on
Shabbat, 40 minutes before Minha. To review the material before the shiur: https://www.ou.org/torah/dafyomi/moedkatan/6/#moed_katan_6 - Rabbi Moshe Elefant via the OU Torah website (English) or https://itorah.com/dailygemara/masechet/moed-kattan/17/745 - Rabbi Eli Mansour (English) http://daf-yomi.com/MediaPage.aspx?id=61256 Rabbi Binyamin Malitsky (HEBREW).
 Rabbi Haim Jachter's Five Minute Sephardic Teshuva of the Week. The topic of this week's audio shiur is "The Debated
Addition of the Word UMtatzliah to Sheva Brachot" To listen to the audio shiur in Hebrew
visit https://images.shulcloud.com/202/uploads/Rabbi-Jachter/The-debated-addition-of-the-word-UMtatzliah-to-ShevaBrachot-HEBREW.m4a To listen to the audio shiur in English visit https://images.shulcloud.com/202/uploads/RabbiJachter/The-debated-addition-of-the-word-UMtatzliah-to-Sheva-Brachot-ENGLISH.m4a Sponsorships in the amount of $54
are available for Rabbi Jachter's weekly teshuva audio shiur to benefit the Rabbi's Discretionary Fund. To sponsor
visit https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/Audio_Shiur_Sponsor.
 Tzitzit for Tzahal. We are very excited to be hosting the Tzitzit for Tzahal program (aka "The Great Tzitzit Make") a great
activity for fathers and sons, or any parents and children, to do together in the morning of Father’s Day, June 16th at 9AM.
Start the day with a Sephardic minyan, followed by breakfast and this special project. This event is socially meaningful as it
shows our support for the Chayalei Tzava Hagana Le Israel. Soldiers appreciate this show of kindness and feel connected to
those performing this special mitzvah. The finished product will be delivered to an army base in Israel in the summer. To
sign up for the event please visit: https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/Tzitzit.
 Happy Birthday to Tal Glassman (Jun 7), Eitan Shushan (Jun 8), Hannah Buhasira (Jun 9), Lior Levin (Jun 9), Nathaniel
Bierig (Jun 10), Samson Bierig (Jun 10) and Ezra Mordechai Douek (Jun 10).
 Come and participate in our wonderful classes. See details on the back page of the newsletter.
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Shorashai Orah
I can't thank all the bakers and buyers enough for your generosity and support of our sisters in the hood/Shorashai Orah.
While I don't have the final tally yet, we will likely exceed $1,200 to be held and used for future Shorashai Orah events. And
thank you to: Rachel N. and Eliana for baking and manning the "cash register" tonight, Batsheva and Mikki, without whom I
would never have been able to host the event or bake for it, Shushi for helping set up and wrap, Debbie D. for wrapping and
helping with sales and Moriyah, Jenna, Elissa, Malca and Daisy for helping throughout the evening. It takes a village to raise
a shul. I love our village!!
SAVE THE DATE: Shorashai Orah Women's Shabbat Reception June 15th at 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM at Shaarei Orah, 1425
Essex Road, Teaneck. There is no charge for this event, but sponsorships are appreciated and will be listed in a scroll of honor:
Friends $26, Sponsor $32, Supporter $54, Patron $100. Deadline for scroll of honor is June 11. Guest speaker: Dr. Oshra
Cohen. Please visit https://www.sephardicteaneck.org/form/Shorashai_Shabbatt to make a reservation and/or to volunteer.
For questions contact Malca Jachter at 917-767-3846/mjachter@msn.com or the synagogue office at 201-8330800/office@sephardicteaneck.org. Dr. Oshra Cohen earned her B.A in Psychology at McGill University and her M.A and
Ph.D in Clinical Psychology, Health Emphasis from the Ferkauf Graduate School of Psychology at Yeshiva University. She
is the Director of Cognitive Behavioral Health Psychology, LLC, a private practice specializing in Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy with offices in Manhattan and Rockland County, NY. In addition, she is part of the Guidance Department at
Ma'ayanot Yeshiva High School for Girls. She will be speaking on the topic of: “The pursuit of happiness” – Torah thoughts
on the pathway to happiness for us and our families.
ALLERGY NOTICE
Shaarei Orah is a “nut aware” facility. All food for both public and private events, including our Shabbat youth groups, may not contain nuts or nut products of
any kind (this includes products that "may contain" nuts or that were "processed in a facility" that also processes nuts). For more details please
contact office@sephardicteaneck.org
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A Story – Of the Smartest Man in the World

Dvar Torah by Rabbi Abraham J. Twerski, M.D.

A doctor, a lawyer, a little boy and a Rabbi were out for
a Sunday afternoon flight on a small private plane. Suddenly,
the plane developed engine trouble. In spite of the best efforts
of the pilot, the plane started to go down. Finally, the pilot
grabbed a parachute and yelled to the passengers that they better
jump, and he himself bailed out.
Unfortunately, there were only three parachutes
remaining. The doctor grabbed one and said, “I’m a doctor, I
save lives, so I must live,” and jumped out. The lawyer then
said, “I’m a lawyer and lawyers are the smartest people in
the world. I deserve to live.” He also grabbed a parachute and
jumped. The Rabbi looked at the little boy and said, “My son,
I’ve lived a long and full life. You are young and have your
whole life ahead of you. Take the last parachute and live in
peace.” The little boy handed the parachute back to the Rabbi
and said, “Not to worry Rabbi. The smartest man in the
world just took off with my backpack.”

The first portion of Bamidbar is generally read before the
Shavuos festival, which commemorates the giving of the Torah at
Mt. Sinai. Inasmuch as there are no coincidences, we may assume
that this portion is a prerequisite for receiving the Torah.
In relating the episode at Mt. Sinai, the Torah states:
"Israelites camped near the mountain" (Exodus 19:2).
However, the Torah uses the singular vayichan, "he
camped" rather than vayachanu, "they camped." Rashi explains
that the singular indicated that all the Israelites were united as one
person. It is this unity that made them worthy of receiving the
Torah.
There is nothing so dear to God as unity among His
children. So much so, that the Talmud states that when Jews are
united, God forgives even their greatest sins (Kallah 8).
The message of Bamidbar is the message of unity: "The
Children of Israel shall encamp, each person by his banner"
(Numbers 2:2). Each person knew his place and was not envious of
others. This is why the Torah reading of Bamidbar precedes
Shavuous. Unity is the prerequisite for acceptance of the Torah.

Moral: Your job doesn’t always define you but being
a Good Human being Does.

Source – Aish.com

Wisdom of The Week by Ezra Ghazal
I have to study politics and war so that my sons can study mathematics, commerce, and agriculture, so their sons can study poetry, painting,
and music - John Quincy Adams
Weekly Riddle

Time to Smile

No matter how much it rains, it never gets any wetter. What is it?

Autocorrect has become my worst enema.

Answer is located at the bottom, guess before you look!!!
WEEKLY SHIURIM @ SHAAREI ORAH


Rabbi Jachter: - Shabbat morning Pre-Sha’harit Shiur at 8:30am on the weekly Parasha – Shabbat afternoon Pre-pre Minha Shiur 80 minutes before
Minha - Pre-Minha Shiur 40 minutes before Minha - Tuesday nights at 8:00 PM at Shaarei Orah on Kashrut Straight from the Shulhan Aruch, Men
and women are invited. Weekly e-mail 5-minute Sephardic Shiur of the week - Hebrew version and English version.


Shlomo Levy - Wednesday nights, chavruta style learning on Hilchot Shabbat - 9:00 - 10:00 pm in the Beit Midrash upstairs.


Rabbi Michael Chernlck: Beginner's Talmud, Tuesday nights, 8:30-9:30 pm.

Shaarei Orah Contact Information
Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. Please mail all donations & payments to: Shaarei Orah – 1425 Essex Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666 or online at
www.sephardicteaneck.org
Tizku L’mitzvot!!! To sponsor any event, send a donation card, place an ad in the newsletter or to receive our weekly newsletter by email please contact
office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800.
Shorashai Orah, the sisterhood of Shaarei Orah contact: shorashai.orah@gmail.com
RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter - rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org
President: Joshua Murad - president@sephardicteaneck.org
Vice President: Shlomo Levy | Treasurer: Isaac Dayan | Secretary: Blanche Silver | Gabbai: Shalom Shushan
Billing questions contact: finance@sephardicteaneck.org

*** Answer to the Weekly Riddle – Water.....***
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