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Zəmanim & Services 

Shabbat Məvarkhim 

Parashat Shəlaḥ   
 17 June 2017 * 23 Sivan 5777 

SHABBAT SCHEDULE: 
Friday 

● Shir Hashirim - 6:50pm 
● Minha - 7:00pm 

● Candle Lighting - 8:12pm 
Saturday 

● Pre-Sha’harit ‘Humash shiur - 8:30am 
● Sha’harit - 8:45am | Latest Shema – 

9:10am 
● Pre-Minha Shiur - 7:15pm 

● Minha - 7:55pm followed by Seuda 
Shelisheet 

● Arvit - 9:00pm 
● Shabbat ends - 9:07pm 

--------------------------------------- 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE: 

Sun: 8:00am- Sha’harit | 8:10pm- 
Min’ha/Arvit 

Mon/Thu: 6:20am - Sha’harit 
Tue: 6:30am- Sha’harit | 8:45pm-Arvit 

Wed/Fri: 6:30am- Sha’harit 

 

Picture of the Week 

 

 
The 12 spies (incognito) - by Jeff Larson 

 

 

In the Beginning  

Events involving espionage are well documented throughout history. The ancient Egyptians had a 
thoroughly developed system for the acquisition of intelligence. The Hebrews sent 12 spies to inspect the 

Promised Land (14-13 c. BCE). The ancient writings of Chinese & Indian military strategists such as 
Sun-Tzu (6th century BCE) and Chanakya (4th c. BCE) contain information on deception and subversion. 
Spies were also prevalent in the Greek & Roman empires. During the 13th-14th c. CE, the Mongols relied 

heavily on espionage in their conquests in Asia and Europe. Feudal Japan often used ninjas to gather 
intelligence. And modern history produced the infamous Mata Hari, a Dutch dancer in Paris who spied for 

Germany during World War 1.  
The most famous Israeli spy is Eli Cohen z”l who spied for Israel in Syria in the early 1960s, was captured 
and sentenced to death in 1965. On May 15 Eli wrote to his wife: “I am begging you my dear Nadia not to 

spend your time in weeping about something already passed. Concentrate on yourself, looking forward for 
a better future!" (wiki +)  

 

Announcements 

● Shabbat Məvarkhim Rosh Hodesh Tammuz. RH Tammuz is next Shabbat & 
Sunday, June 24-25. 

● Mazal Tov to the Debbie & Shalom Shushan and the entire family on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son Eitan, and to Richard & Amy Schulz on the wedding of Joshua. 

● Kiddush is sponsored by the Shushan family in honor of Eitan's Bar Mitzvah 
● Seudah Shelishit is sponsored by Richard & Amy Schulz in honor of the wedding of Joshua 

Schulz to Lini Sassen. 
● We are planning a special Kiddush in honor of our graduates the last week of June. If you 
have graduates in your family and/or want to co-sponsor the event, please get in touch with Josh 

Murad or Gila in the office. 
● Rabbi Jachter’s Weekly Shiurim: 

- Shabbat morning Pre-Sha’harit Humash Shiur at 8:30am 
- Shabbat afternoon shiur: 40 min before min’ha 

- Thursday evenings at 7:30pm at 315 Churchill Road on Torah & Science 
● Happy Birthday to Rhonda Leibowitz (Jun 16), Edward Malca (Jun 16), Leora Rubinstein (Jun 

18), Leora Masha Benson (Jun 18), Rachel Varon (Jun 18) and Jessica Negari (22 Sivan). 
● Acknowledgements: The Shaarei Orah Women's Tea last Shabbat was a huge success with 

45 attendees! Thank you to the honorees Vivian Ghazal, Erica Ohayon, and Blanche Silver for their 
hard work and commitment to our synagogue. Thank you to our cooks and bakers Annie Albert, 
Stephanie Amos, Malkie Benson, Carla Benson, Karina Beyda, Lori Brauner, Rachel Carmi, Debbie 
Douek, Malca Jachter, Jeanette Malca, Susan Pinto, and Heidi Varon. Thank you to the sponsors 
Shari, Debbie, Jessica, Tamar and Tamara, Rachel Carmi, Deborah Goldberg, Jay Goldberg, The 
Ohayon-Pinchas Family, Guy Pinchas, The Yayas, Deborah Douek, Linda Esses, Jeanette Malca, 
Susan Pinto, Minette Salzman, Annie Albert, Stephanie Amos, Pamela Benloulou, Karina Beyda, 

Shushi Mizrahi. Thank you to Malca Jachter for organizing the Tea and to Malkie Benson for 
graciously hosting this event.  What a wonderful way to kick off the summer! 

 

Wisdom of the Week - by Ezra Ghazal 

Failure  is not opposite of success, it is a part of it. 

 

The Weekly Riddle: Name 5 famous modern women spies. Ok, what about 2. 
 (Guess before you take a peek. The answer is on the back page.) 

 

http://www.sephardicteaneck.org/


 

From the Rabbis and Beyond… 
 

 

  
Rabbi Hayim Jachter 

Which Siddur to Use When Visiting a Sephardic Kehillah? 
The excitement is palpable.  Eitan Shushan’s Bar Mitzvah will be held this 
coming Shabbat, Im Yirtzeh Hashem, at Congregation Shaarei Orah, the 
Sephardic Congregation of Teaneck!  A large crowd is expected including 
many Ashkenazic guests.  A typical dilemma faced by Ashkenazic guests is 
which Siddur to use for the Tefillot that Shabbat morning.  The question is 
sharpened by the wide variety of Sephardic Siddurim available at Shaarei 

Orah.  Which should be the chosen Siddur? 
Come with an Open Mind 

The first step in appreciating and enjoying a Sephardic service is to come 
with an open mind.  A number of years ago, one Ashkenazic guest 

commented to me that the Sephardic Siddur is “all mixed up”.  I was very 
surprised by this comment, especially since the individual who made it is a 
Talmid Hacham.  Other Ashkenazic Torah scholars have expressed delight 

when visiting Shaarei Orah, as many of the Sephardic practices they 
learned in either the Rambam or the Shulhan Aruch came alive during their 

visit. 
Eilu V’Eilu Divrei Hayyim, these and these are the words of the living God, 
is a basic Torah principle.  Binary thinking, in other words living life as a 
zero sum game of either/or, is one advocated by Aristotelian logic, but 

rejected by modern science informed by more sophisticated models such as 
quantum mechanics.  The Torah long ago rejected the Aristotelian model 

and embraced a logic of multiple truths as articulated by the Rtiva to Eruvin 
13b, Rav Soloveitchik in the Lonely Man of Faith and Rav Jonathan Sacks in 

his monumental work “The Great Partnership: Science, Religion, and the 
Search for Meaning”.  Bottom line:  come to a Sephardic synagogue with 

an open mind and you will enjoy! 
● A Sephardic or Ashkenazic Siddur? Shaarei Orah, does 

place a number of Ashkenazic Siddurim on its shelves.  However, it is not 
the recommended course of action.  Rav Moshe Feinstein, in Teshuvot 
Igrot Moshe, rules that when visiting a Beit Kenesset that prays using a 
different version than one’s own Nusah, one should pray only the silent 
Amida in one’s own Nusah.  All other parts of Tefilla should be recited in 

the Nusah of the host congregation, in accordance with Hazal’s exhortation 
“Al Yeshaneh Mipenei HaMahloket”, a visitor should not deviate from the 

host community’s practice (Mishnah, Pesahim, Perek 4). 
Moreover, using an Ashkenazic Siddur when visiting a Sephardic Kehillah, 
might be compared to using a map of Chicago when trying to find his way 
in Manhattan - you just are not going to reach your destination using this 
strategy.  By using a Sephardic Siddur, one will be in tune and in step with 

the ambient culture. 
What about the silent Amida?  Most do not know the Shabbat Amida by 
heart. How can an Ashkenazi fulfill his obligation to pray if he recited the 

Amida in a Nusah other than his own?  The answer is that Hacham Ovadia 
Yosef is fond of quoting the Ari HaKadosh who asserts that while the 
Kaballah teaches that each tribe has its own unique Tzinor (portal) for 

Tefillah, the Sephardic Nusah (recall that the Ari’s father was Ashkenazic - 
he is the descendent of the Maharshal) constitutes a “universal portal” 

which may be used by all Jews. 
Interestingly, one can avoid this problem during the week by using a 

Siddur app on one’s smart phone.  One can use Sephardic Tefillah for all 
portions of the Tefillah and switch to Ashkenaz for the silent Amidah. 

Although many Rabbanim have registered their displeasure   

 

 

Rav Hayim Continues:  
 at the use of electronic Siddurim or the use of smart phones altogether, 
common practice in the Orthodox community seems to be otherwise, at 
least in case of great need.  For example, at a Haredi wedding I recently 
attended in Monsey, nearly every one of the hundred or so men who 
joined for Arvit, used their smartphones for Tefillah. 

● Which Sephardic Siddur to Use? Even after resolving to use a 
Sephardic Siddur one must decide which Sephardic Siddur to use.  Shaarei 

Orah (as is typical in Sephardic synagogues of Shaarei Orah’s ilk) offers 
nearly a dozen varities of Sephardic Siddurim.  This is because Shaarei 

Orah members hail from (at last count) more than thirteen different 
Sephardic communities.  Thus, we offer Moroccan, Syrian, Turkish and 
Yemenite Siddurim as well as a variety of Rav Ovadia Yosef style Nusah 

Yerushalmi Siddurim. 
As is typical with Kehillot such as Shaarei Orah, where Sepharadic Jews of 

many different backgrounds unite, the “official” Nusah is Yerushalmi/ 
Hacham Ovadia.  Thus, the most used Siddurim at Shaarei Orah are the 
Yerushalmi Siddurim (with the Moroccan Darkei Avot a close second and 

the Syrian Kol Yaakov a close third).  Hence, a visitor is advised to choose 
a Nusah Yerushalmi Siddur. 

Of the many varieties of Nusah Yerushalmi Siddurim, the Ohr VaDarech is 
the easiest for beginners to use.  However, the Avodat Hashem, Yehave 

Da’at and Avodah She’Baleiv are also excellent choices.  If you choose any 
of these wonderful Siddurim, try to notice the brief notes that add 

significance to the Tefillah and help boost our level of Kavana. 
Whichever Siddur one chooses, please come and enjoy Eitan’s Bar Mitzva. 

B’Ezrat Hashem it will be a beautiful and emotional filled event whose 
warmth and wonderful memories will last a lifetime. 

 
 

Biblical News: we need some wine 

An ancient text thought to have been erased by the sands of time 
has been been brought back to life by researchers at Tel Aviv 

University, using advanced imaging technology. 
The ink-inscribed 

shard was found in 
1965 at Tel Arad, an 

ancient desert fortress 
located near the 

modern city of Arad. 
The site served as a 

military outpost on the 
southern border of the 
kingdom of Judah and 
was populated by 20 

to 30 soldiers. Most of 
the ostraca found in the site, including the latest artifact, date to 

around 600 BCE, shortly before the kingdom of Judah’s 
destruction in 586 BCE by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar II. 
The front side of the shard discusses money transfers. The newly revealed 
back side shows 17 words, believed to be a continuation of the text on the 

front side. Many of these inscriptions are addressed to Elyashiv, the 
quartermaster of the [Arad] fortress. They deal with the logistics of the 
outpost, such as the supply of flour, wine and oil to subordinate units.  

The new inscription begins with a request for wine, as well as a 
guarantee for assistance if the addressee has any requests of his 

own. It concludes with a request for the provision of a certain 
commodity to an unnamed person, and a note regarding a ‘bath,’ 

an ancient measurement of wine, carried by a man named 
Ge’alyahu. (nrg.co.il / breakingisraelnews.com) 

 

 



On the Parasha & Beyond… 
 

  

Parasha: Shəlaḥ - Bamidbar (Numbers) 13:1-15:41 

Parasha's Historical Context: Creation Time: 2449 (1475 bce) the 
second year for the departure from Mitsrayim. Bnei Israel 's 

40-year journey continues 
as they leave Sinai Desert, 
go through Kivrot Hata’ava 
and Hatserot and then 
settle in the desert of 
Paran, on the twentieth of 
the second month in the 
second year. 
Parashort: Moshe sends 
twelve spies to the Erets 
K’na’an. Forty days later 

they return, carrying a huge cluster of grapes, a pomegranate and 
a fig, to report on a lush and bountiful land. But ten of the spies 

warn that the inhabitants of the land are giants and warriors 
"more powerful than we"; only Kalev and Yehushua insist that the 
land can be conquered, as G-d has commanded. The people weep 
that they would rather return to Egypt. G-d suggests eradicating 

Israel, but Moshe convinces him not to. Consequently, G-d 
decrees that Israel's entry into the Land shall be delayed forty 

year, during which time that entire generation will die out in the 
desert. (chabad) 

 

Haftara: Shəlaḥ - Yehoshua (Joshua), 2:1-24. 

Haftit: Joshua, Moshe’s successor, sends two spies, Pinḥas ben 
Eleazar & Kalev ben Yefuneh, to Jericho in order to scout out the 
city. The spies, posing as pottery salesman, arrived at Raḥav’s 

Jericho Inn, where they stayed. The king of Jericho hears of the 
presence of the two spies, and requests that Raḥav turn them 

over immediately. Raḥav’s reply to the king is that these men had 
already departed. 

Connection to the Parsha: Parshat Sh’laḥ begins with G-d speaking 
to Moshe, and commanding him to send spies to the land of 
K’na’an. In this week’s Haftara, there is a continuation of this 

commandment, where the Nation of Israel sends spies to look at 
the Land of Kna’an. (Haftorhaman) 

 

Biblical Quiz: Shəlaḥ 

Kids: What was the name of Yehoshua bin Nun’s father? 
Teenagers: What is the name of the month Tammuz in the Torah? 

Adults: What other name was given to Hodesh Tammuz in the 
Nevi’eim section of the Bible? 

Experts: How does the Targum translate “Ziv” to Aramaic? 

 

Speechless in the Parasha: Shəlaḥ 

What kind of foods did the spies bring with them from K’naan? 
Why they didn’t bring any animals? 

 

Time to Smile   

Ya’akov: “Before any major decision, I always ask my wife what 
she thinks and then I choose the opposite.” 

Yehudit: “My husband is always correct.” 
 

 

A Story - of a kettle 

Shimon planned his trip to Portugal to the last detail. “Remember 
to take the electric kettle,” he noted for himself, and in fact he did. 
When he arrived at the 4-star Lisbon hotel, he quickly unpacked, 

placing the kettle on the small kitchen counter.  
It was 11pm… Tea time. Shimon added water to the kettle and 

plugged it in.  
The loud blast almost gave Shimon a heart attack, and after it a 
pitch dark engulfed the room. Shimon managed to locate his cell 

phone and turned on the flashlight. He opened the door and 
snicked a look to the hallway to see if anyone heard the sound. 

The hallway was dark. Through the faded emergency light, 
Shimon could have seen people’s  shadows. Although, Shimon 

didn’t understand Portuguese, he could have noticed the worried 
tone in their voices. Then, someone said in basic English that the 

entire hotel was blacked out!  
Shimon panicked. His heart pounded, pacing as he just ran a 
marathon. “I must eliminate the evidence,” he thought, “and 

pretend that nothing has happened.” Shimon took the kettle and 
opened the window. He had this kettle for 20 years and loved it 
much. But, it has to go now. Shimon opened the window and 

looked down. 5-stories below was a garden. It was dark too. He 
aimed at a group of bushes that he barely noticed... and let the 

kettle go. Now scared and nervous and guilty he went back to his 
bed, covered himself up with his blanket, but couldn’t fall asleep 

for a long hour....  
A knock on the door woke Shimon up. There was daylight, and the 

knocking continued. Shimon’s heart started pounding again, his 
mind thinking “they got me!” But he had no choice. The only other 

exit was the window. Scared and reluctant Shimon opened the 
door. A smiling hotel worker stood there and said: “Good morning 

sir. We just wanted to make sure that you are fine. Last night 
Lisbon’s main power-station has a major blast...” tbs 

 

Rega’ shel Ivrit - רגע של עברית 

Climate change has been a hot topic for a few decades now. 
Recently, with the increased icing of the north pole and the 

lowering of sea level by 3 millimeters, the change of the climate 
change has become also a topic, although a cold one. 

The study of climate is known as Climatology, or climate science, 
and is scientifically defined as weather conditions averaged over a 

period of time. The word Climatology is a compound word of 
climate, from the Greek klima, "region, zone"; and logia, “study.” 
There is no true Hebrew word “climate.” We rather use the word 

“aklim -ַאְקִלים” which is a Hebrew form of “climate.” 
For climatology, Hebrew speakers often use the foreign-לֹוֲעִזי form “

  ”.klimatologia - ְקִליָמטֹולֹוְגָיה
A bit longer yet Hebrew version exist and is “mada’ ha’aklim - ַמָדע 

 ”.which literally means “the climate science ”הַאקִלים
 

A Weekly Moment 

“Every person is surrounded by a neighborhood of voluntary 
spies.” 

- Jane Austen 
 

Rav Question - שאלת רב  

Would the observation, the food brought, the account, and the 
advice given, have been different, were the 12 spies all women? If 

yes, in what way/s? 
 



 

COMMUNITY BOARD 
 

 

 Shaarei Orah Contact Information 

Thank YOU for joining Tefilot @ Shaarei Orah. 
Please mail donations, High Holidays seats and membership fees 

to: 
Shaarei Orah - 1425 Essex Road,  Teaneck, NJ 07666 

or donate online at www.sephardicteaneck.org. Tizku L'mitzvot! 
*** 

If you would like to sponsor a Kiddush, Seuda Shelisheet, 
Parent-Child Learning, or any other event, please email 

office@sephardicteaneck.org or call 201-833-0800. 
*** 

All occasion donation cards (for life events and in memory of) 
are now available for a minimum donation of $5/card. Individual 
cards or packs of 10 cards may be purchased by contacting the 

office at office@sephardicteaneck.org or 201-833-0800. 
To receive our newsletter by E-Mail: email: 

office@sephardicteaneck.org 
*** 

Advertise in the newsletter 
Place an ad - $350 for 10 week. Contact: 

office@sephardicteaneck.org 
*** 

Shaarei Orah contacts and other Information 
Hessed and hospitality - contact: hessed@sephardicteaneck.org 

RABBI: Rav Haim Jachter  - rabbi@sephardicteaneck.org 
President: Joshua Murad -  president@sephardicteaneck.org 

 Vice President: Shlomo Levy | Treasurer: Joseph Negari 
 Secretary: Blanche Hampel Silver |  Gabbai: Shalom Shushan 

*** 
Like us on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sephardicteaneck/ 
Shaarei Orah is continually adding events for adults and children… 

spread the word and tell your friends to Like us on FB too! 
 

In the News this Week 

- “Before 1967, on average 6 out 1000 Israeli Jews left Israel. 
After the Six Day War, the number systematically dropped down, 
with one exception in the 1970s. Today it stands on less than 1.” 

Do you think of Alya now ?! 
- EU Court of Justice ruled that plant-based products cannot use 

the word "milk.” Thank our Torah for using the Hebrew word 
“halav-ָחָלב” as a product of animals (חלב צאן) as well as of wheat (
 .(חלב פירות) and for our sages to extend it also to fruits ,(חלב חיטה

- “A warm which was sent to space developed two heads.” A 
reminder to warn our kids before they go ahead with their plans of 

settling Mars. 
 

Yad Leah & Magen David Adom Breakfast - June 25 

Please join us for a Breakfast for Israel supporting the invaluable 
work of Yad Leah and Magen David Adom. Sunday June 25th at 
9:45 am at the Teaneck Jewish Center (70 Sterling Pl, Teaneck). 

RSVP to www.israelbreakfast.org. Drop-ins welcome! 
 

Congregation Shaarei Orah is an inclusive kehilla, all are 
welcome regardless of eda or level of observance. We are located 

at 1425 Essex Road (corner of Ogden Avenue) in Teaneck, NJ 
07666. 

 

 

Concert for Emunah's Bet Elazraki Children Home - June 
21 @ 7pm 

Buy tickets today for Ben Hyman's 7th Annual Benefit concert in 
support of Emunah's Bet Elazraki Children Home. Talented young 
children will perform at Mexicali Live, 1409 Queen Anne Road in 

Teaneck, June 19th 5:30 PM and 8:00 PM and June 21st 7:00 PM. 
For details and to reserve go to: 

www.emunah.org/homepage/events/concert/ 
 

Educational Trip to Poland - Aug 6-15 

The Names, Not Numbers organization, sponsors of a one of a 
kind Holocaust education program run in many yeshiva day 

schools and high schools locally and across the country, is offering 
an adult trip to Poland this 
summer from August 6-15, 2017. 
The trip includes visits to the 
important sites in and around 
Warsaw, Lublin, and Krakow, and 
will be accompanied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Dov and Tovah Rosenberg of 
Names, Not Numbers, and by 
Rabbi and Mrs. Michael and 
Bassie Taubes of Teaneck. 
All inclusive cost: $2500; for 
information, please contact Rabbi 
Taubes or Mr. Rosenberg at: 

646-522-2689 or dov.rosenberg@gmail.com. 
 

Biblical Quiz - Answers: Shəlaḥ  

Kids: Nun. Teenagers: The Fourth Month. 
Adults: In Melachim Aleph, Ch. 6, Tammuz is called "Hodesh Ziv," 
meaning the Month of Splendor." This is because of the splendor 

of the sun during this month, when it has reached the height of its 
brilliance, but does not yet burn with the (sometimes harmful) 

intensity that it does in the late summer months. (ou.org) 
Experts: "Nitzan," meaning blossom. And this is the time of year 
when lovely flower blossoms appear in Eretz Yisrael, as it says in 

"Shir HaShirim," the Song of Songs, by Shlomo HaMelech, 
"HaNitzanim niru ba'aretz, et hazamir higia;" "Blossoms have 
appeared in the Land; the time for song has arrived." (Shir 

HaShirim, 2:12) (ou.org) 
 

Riddle Solved 

1. Mata Hari: A Dutch dancer in Paris. Spied on the French for 
Germany during WWI.  

2. Virginia Hall: American agent under British operations. Escaped 
the Nazis with one artificial leg. 

3. Ethel Rosenberg & her husband Julius: American Communists. 
Passed on nuclear secrets to the Soviet Union. 

4. Nancy Wake: New Zealand-born. Joined the French Resistance. 
Known as “The White Mouse" for her ability to evade detection.  

5. Anna Chapman: Russian spy in Manhattan. Extradited from the 
US in spy-exchange in 2010 after deep cover spying. 

6. Violette Szabo: British agent reputed to be "the bravest of us 
all." Fought off the Nazis to the last bullet.  

(stylist.co.uk) 
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