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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.

Learn With Us!



Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

Adult Learning

FALL 2018

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.
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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

Adult Learning

FALL 2018

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.
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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

Adult Learning

FALL 2018

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.
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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

Adult Learning

FALL 2018

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.
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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

Adult Learning

FALL 2018

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.
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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

Adult Learning

FALL 2018

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.
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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

Adult Learning

FALL 2018

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.
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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

Adult Learning

FALL 2018

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.
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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

Adult Learning

FALL 2018

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.
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Saturday, September 1 at 7:30 pm
S’LICHOT PROGRAM: THE INSULT
Nominated for an Academy Award, this 
thought-provoking Lebanese film follows 
the aftermath of a single personal insult as 
it escalates to a nearly intractable conflict. 
As The New York Times points out in its 
review, the film also shows how larger 
conflicts inevitably color the smaller 
personal interactions of our day-to-day 
lives. Incredibly well constructed, The Insult touches upon so 
many of the themes with which the ritual of S’lichot invites us 
to wrestle as we set the stage for the season of repentance, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.
Refreshments will be provided beginning at 7:30 pm. Our 
Havdalah and S’lichot Service will follow at 10:00 pm.
All are invited to a follow-up discussion moderated by Judge 
Richard Gergel on Yom Kippur afternoon, Wednesday, 
September 19 at 1:45 pm.

Sundays, 10:30 am - 11:30 am
TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD’S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Library Conference Room
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates.
Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion 
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. Each 
session we pick up where we left off – reading and discussing 
the Torah paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse. No 
Hebrew required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use 
ours. All are welcome, anytime!
 

Tuesday, October 23, 7:00 - 8:00 pm
 WORSHIP WRITING WORKSHOPS
 Rabbi Greg Kanter 
How do you find the words to write a prayer or meditation about 
the traditional prayers Jews have been saying and singing and 
praying for ages? We’ll look closely at our traditional prayers 
and their sources and practice how we might express ancient 
words with our own words. We’ll begin to examine what it is 
about the human spirit that was first expressed millennia ago 
and still resonates with us today. Join Rabbi Kanter, as we 
attempt to breathe fresh air into the words that we’ve been 
saying all our lives to distill meaning that inspires us and 
maybe others as well.

Friday, October 12, 8:00 pm Shabbat Evening Service
 “THE FIVE PILLARS OF ISLAM AND JUDAISM”  
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A guest lecture during our Shabbat evening service.

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am Shabbat Morning Service
“NOAH AND THE FLOOD IN BIBLE AND QUR’AN”
 Visiting Scholar: Rabbi Reuven Firestone
 A text study following an abbreviated Shabbat   
 morning service.
Rabbi Firestone is the Regenstein Professor in Medieval 
Judaism and Islam at the Hebrew Union college - Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Los Angeles. His visit to Charleston has 
been arranged by the Charleston Interreligious Council. For 
additional events during Rabbi Firestone‘s visit see 
christianjewishcouncil.org.

Wednesday, November 7, 2018,  7:30 pm
 THREE RABBI PANEL: “YOU SHALL SERVE  
 GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART”: THE    
 CENTRALITY OF PRAYER
 Stern Center Ballroom - Corner of Glebe & 
 George  Streets

Prayer (tefillah) is a central pillar of Judaism, relating back to 
the biblical command to “serve God with your whole heart” 
(Deuteronomy 11:13). Prayer is equally critical to synagogues 
and temples, historically serving as their core mission. Does 
that core mission remain today, and if not, what role does 
prayer play in the 21st century? And, of particular importance, 
how do we as a congregation, community, and 
denominationally, make prayer engaging for younger 
generations?

Join with Jewish Studies and members of the community as 
Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum 
(Emanu-El), and Moshe Davis (BSBI) discuss these questions 
and offer their observations related to the role of prayer in our 
community, focusing particularly on the institutions that they 
represent. 

The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and 
Charlot Karesh Family Fund, an endowment given by the 
Karesh family in the spring of 2015 in support of Jewish 
Studies’ community outreach programming.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
7:00 PM

Refreshments served at 6:45 pm

10/11 “TO TILL AND TO TEND:” A JEWISH   
 RESPONSE TO CLIMATE CHANGE
 Dr. Stewart Weinberg and Rabbi Greg Kanter
Judaism has always understood the natural world to be a 
sacred gift, and our tending to the earth a sacred partnership. 
In this session, Rabbi Kanter will share texts that highlight our 
responsibilities and Dr. Stewart Weinberg will guide us to 
understand more fully the environmental crisis we currently 
face and how, together, we can solve it. Gain the skills and 
knowledge to shape public opinion, influence policy, and 
inspire our community to act at this critical time. Participants 
always ask: “What can I do?” Learn about a small group 
initiative that will utilize David Gershon’s “Low Carbon Diet,” 
empowering individuals, families, and our congregation to 
save money, save energy, save the planet, and be part of the 
solution.

Dr. Weinberg is the Climate lead for South Carolina with 
Organizing for Action, and a member of the Climate Reality 
Leadership Corps.

10/18 LETTERS TO MY PALESTINIAN NEIGHBOR:  
 A DISCUSSION
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

From the publisher: “Lyrical and evocative, 
Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is one 
Israeli’s powerful attempt to reach beyond the 
wall that separates Israelis and Palestinians. ... 
[Yossi Klein] Halevi endeavors to untangle the 
ideological and emotional knot that has defined 
the conflict for nearly a century. Using history and 
personal experience as his guides, he unravels 
the complex strands of faith, pride, anger, and 
anguish he feels as a Jew living in Israel. Halevi’s 
letters speak not only to his anonymous 

Palestinian neighbor but to all concerned global citizens, helping 
to understand the painful choices confronting Israelis and 
Palestinians that will ultimately determine the fate of the region.”
Attendees are encouraged to read this short book, but Rabbi 
Alexander will bring excerpts for discussion and reflection so 
that all may participate whether they’ve read the book or not.

10/25 THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC: A MODERN PLAGUE 
 Dr. Howard Becker, Jason Sandoval (DEA   
 Charleston), Rabbi Stephanie Alexander; moderated  
 by Dr. Sewell Kahn  
This program will look at the current opioid epidemic from 
multiple points of view: the science of addiction, law 
enforcement and Judaism. 
Co-sponsored by KKBE’s Brotherhood
Dinner prior to the program at 6:00 pm; details to follow.
Dr. Howard Becker is the Director of the Charleston Alcohol 
Research Center and a Research Career Scientist at VAMC.

11/1 JEWISH BYSTANDERS SERIES:    
 HANDS-ONLY CPR
 Dr. Brian Bossak and Rabbi Greg Kanter

Have you ever witnessed someone in need of assistance, but 
weren't sure what to do? Perhaps you've heard of CPR, or 
even learned it, but the details have become a bit fuzzy with 
time. Moreover, what is the association between a Jewish 
identity and providing aid to those both familiar and those we 
might consider strangers? In this initial discussion in an 
occasional series, the concept of Hands-Only CPR will be 
explored from academic, practical, and spiritual perspectives.

Dr. Bossak is an Associate Professor of Public Health in the 
Department of Health and Human Performance at the College 
of Charleston.

11/8 PORTRAITS OF SOUTHERN JEWISH HISTORY
 Dr. Shari Rabin
 
Jews have lived in The American South since the colonial 
period, navigating complicated dynamics of power and 
vulnerability, success and discrimination, race and religion, 
place and memory. This presentation will explore this history 
through the lens of family photos, asking, how were Jewish 
families shaped by life in the South, and how did they wish to 
represent themselves to others?

Dr. Rabin is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, and 
Director of the Pearlstine/Lipov Center for Southern Jewish 
Culture, at the College of Charleston.

11/15 A SURVEY OF THE BOOK OF JOB
 Dr. Michael Kogan
This survey of the fascinating Book of Job will be offered for 
those unable to attend the full eight week course. Please see 
page 9 for further details.

11/29 THE SUN DOES SHINE: A DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis
A New York Times bestseller, Oprah’s Book Club 
Summer 2018 selection, and one of the most 
powerful books Rabbi Alexander has read in 
recent years, The Sun Does Shine is both a 
moving memoir of one man’s extraordinary life and 
spirit, and a damning testimony of the brokenness 
of our criminal justice system. Anthony Ray Hinton 
served nearly thirty years on death row for a crime 
it was well-documented he did not commit. This 
well-told account of Hinton’s journey is a profound 
and compelling story of resilience and forgiveness, fortitude 
and faith. Claire Curtis will lead us in discussion.
Dr. Claire Curtis is a professor and interim Political Science 
Department Chair at the College of Charleston.

12/6 THE DEATH PENALTY IN THEORY & PRACTICE: 
 JEWISH VIEWS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Intended as a companion program to the previous week’s 
discussion of The Sun Does Shine (though attendance at one 
is not required for participation in the other), this session will 
look at the texts that inform Judaism’s views on capital 
punishment. We’ll look at the crimes for which the death 
penalty is invoked in the Hebrew Bible, the treatment these 
situations receive from the rabbis in the Talmud, and current 
Jewish practice regarding capital punishment in Israel.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE 
8:00 PM

9/27- THE BOOK OF JOB
11/15 Dr. Michael Kogan
Written in Jerusalem by a 
professional sage, or teacher of 
wisdom in ca. 300 BCE, Job 
was part of the Wisdom 
Literature (Job, Ecclesiastes, Proverbs, Song of Songs, and 
several Psalms) produced by Jewish thinkers influenced by 
Hellenistic thought. This school of writers sought out the 
meaning of human life in terms unknown in the rest of the 
Hebrew Bible. Job wrestles with the issues of the suffering of 
the righteous, whether there are any truly righteous human 
beings, the nature and character of God, and the justice (or 
lack of it) that we find in the world. Job can be viewed as the 
minority report in the Bible, challenging theological and ethical 
assumptions that run through the rest of the Scriptures. How 
Job even got accepted as part of the biblical canon is a 
mystery to many. It is a radical departure from traditional 
Judaism that forces the reader to question whether any theory 
of life’s meaning is adequate to explain the complications and 
contradictions of lived human experience. It is considered by 
many to be the most profound book in the Bible. This course of 
lecture and discussion will offer an in-depth reading of this 
challenging text. 
Dr. Michael Kogan is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and 
Religion at Montclair State University.
Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register

ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

There are many reasons why one may not have celebrated 
the milestone of Bar/Bat Mitzvah at age thirteen. Perhaps the 
ritual was not available to girls in one’s community. Perhaps 
one joined the Jewish people through conversion in 
adulthood. Perhaps one simply had different priorities at a 
younger age. Whatever the reason, if you have not previously 
celebrated Bar/Bat Mitzvah, we invite you to do so as part of 
an Adult B’nai Mitzvah service at KKBE this coming Shavuot! 
The service will take place on Sunday, June 9 @ 10:00 am.
Requirements to enroll in the class:
• Basic familiarity with the Hebrew alphabet
• Commitment to attend both the fall and spring semesters  
 of the Adult B’nai Mitzvah class
To enroll, contact Rabbi Alexander at rabbia@kkbe.org.
The cost of this class for both semesters is $50, which covers 
books and materials.

10/11- FALL SEMESTER: LITURGY
12/6
 
Over the course of eight weeks, we’ll study eight different 
prayers from the Shabbat morning service together. We’ll look 
at their origins, meaning, choreography, and function within 
the service. And, of course, we’ll practice reading, chanting, 
and/or singing them, as well. At the end of eight weeks, 
students will each select one prayer which they will lead in the 
Adult B’nai Mitzvah service. Everyone will prepare to recite the 
Torah blessings together. 

10/11- SPRING SEMESTER: TORAH
12/6

In these eight weeks, we will learn about the reading and 
study of Torah in the context of a Shabbat morning service. 
Topics will include how a Torah scroll is made, cantillation (the 
system of marks which gives punctuation and melody to the 
chanting of Torah), the cycle of reading Torah, and how to 
prepare a D’var Torah (a teaching from the Torah). By the end 
of eight weeks, students will each be assigned at least 3 
verses to chant from Torah, and begin work on a brief D’var 
Torah, to share with the congregation during the Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah service.

Thank You
Thank you to the

HELLMAN FAMILY FUND
for supporting 

Adult Learning at KKBE.

Thank you to the 
ADDLESTONE/REGENBOGEN FAMILIES 

ADULT EDUCATION FUND 

Created in loving memory of their parents and brothers:

 Hyman Addlestone Harold Regenbogen
 Jeannette Addlestone Laura Regenbogen
 Arthur Addlestone Howard Regenbogen

Adult Learning

FALL 2018
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Sunday, November 1 , 12 pm 4 pm 

Look forward to:  Live Music, Jewish Deli Foods, 
Kids’ Activities, tours and more. 

Visit www.kkbe.org for more information to volunteer 


