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EXPLORE CUBA
APRIL 26 – MAY 3, 2017

Cuba, a Caribbean gem, is a cultural oasis of warm, generous people. Be inspired by
Cuba’s soulful art, musical rhythms and vibrant dance. Join us on an extraordinary
program to Cuba and bring support and aid to the Cuban Jewish community. Meet the
children of the Sunday school and members of the Patronato, Sephardic and Orthodox
Jewish Community. Learn first-hand about today’s community and share their dreams
for the future. This program will be accompanied by Miriam Levinson, a native
Cuban Jew with over 16 years of experience leading programs to Cuba. Please
join Rabbi Stephanie Alexander and Congregation Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim as we
travel together to Cuba. This program is a wonderful opportunity to see Cuba, make
new friends, renew old friendships and deepen your understanding of what it means to
be part of the larger Jewish world.
PROGRAM INCLUDES:
• Round trip airfare Miami/Havana
• Cuba Visa fees
• One night Miami, Crowne Plaza Hotel
• Five nights Havana, Melia Cohiba Hotel
• One night, Hotel Jagua, Cienfuegos
• Buffet breakfast daily in Cuba
• Brunch on arrival in Cuba
• Seven dinners in Cuba
• Medical and accidental insurance in Cuba
(excludes pre-existing)
• Deluxe motor coach transportation
• Mineral water on bus

7 NIGHT PROGRAM

$3699* PER PERSON

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT ADD: $699
*TAXES OF $25 AND TIPS OF $175 ADDITIONAL

• Services of a professional English-speaking
Cuban guide
• Baggage handling at hotels in Cuba
• Visits with special speakers
• View Jewish art at Museum and visit artist studios
• Lecture with Jewish historian
• Cultural performance
• Visit a typical Cuban home and Hemingway’s house
• Cultural exchange with leaders of the Jewish
Community
• Highlights include: Las Terrazas, Patronato, Jewish
Community Center, Free Pharmacy, Sephardic and
Orthodox Community, and Mitrani Senior center
PLEASE NOTE: This trip is limited to 26 participants.
Registration is first come, first served and will be open to
KKBE members only until January 15, 2017. Registration
is not confirmed until deposit is received.
For more information please contact:

BETH SHERR, KKBE REP. 260.602.3582
MIRIAM 1.800.624.2947
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LEARNERS' SHABBAT SERVICE
Friday, September 9 at 8:00 pm

How is the Shabbat evening liturgy organized? What do the
prayers mean? When and why do we stand, bow, cover our
eyes? With frequent detours for teaching and elucidation, this
service is designed for anyone who would like to learn more
about KKBE's Shabbat Evening worship. Visitors and guests
welcome!

THE SPIRITUAL CHILD

Sunday, September 11 from 10:30 – 11:30 am

All of us want our children to be healthy, successful, resilient
and strong. How does spirituality fit into the mix? Recent
research in clinical psychology shows that children who have
“a positive, active relationship to spirituality” are significantly
less likely to use and abuse alcohol and drugs, engage in
dangerous or unprotected sex, be depressed as teenagers, or
struggle in school. So come and discuss…What is spirituality?
Are there ways we can help foster it in our children? How can
we as adults become more comfortable with spirituality
ourselves so that it’s easier and more natural for us to venture
there with our children and grandchildren?
A coffee chat with Rabbi Alexander for Religious School
parents and grandparents
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S’LICHOT PROGRAM: HAVA NAGILA:
THE MOVIE
Saturday, September 24 at 8:00 pm

The Boston Globe describes the documentary Hava Nagila:
The Movie as “an enlightening study of cultural assimilation.
While ‘Hava Nagila’ was popularized to the point of eye-rolling
overkill at bar mitzvahs and weddings and satirized by the
likes of Allan Sherman, it also became the song that Jewish
music scholars loved to hate. Though they bemoan the fact
that Jewish music has been reduced to one ubiquitous song,
the film shows many accomplished musicians such as the
Klezmatics reclaiming and revitalizing traditional Jewish
music.”
Come watch the movie and stay for discussion. Refreshments
will be provided, and our S’lichot and Havdalah Service will
follow at 10:00 pm.
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THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE - 6:45PM
(please note our earlier start time for the first class. This will leave time for socializing
between classes!)

September 8
ISRAEL TODAY
David Cohen
David Cohen (with his wife, Linda) is a recipient of the Jerry
Zucker Lifetime Achievement Award and a longtime supporter
of many Charleston organizations. David is also the local
representative of AIPAC. Join us for a discussion of Israel’s
achievements and current challenges.
*co-sponsored by Brotherhood, dinner preceding at 6pm
September 15
JUDAISM IN A NEW HOUSE
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Are you, or is someone you know, moving into a new space for
the first time (a dorm room, a first time apartment)? Are you
downsizing and moving out of what has been home for many
years? Come to a facilitated discussion about how to make
your new or old space a Jewish space full of Jewish rituals!
Let’s share household traditions and how people have altered,
maintained, initiated and rethought those traditions when starting over.
*co-sponsored by Sisterhood
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September 22
FASCISM, THEN AND NOW: A FATAL
ATTRACTION
Ted Rosengarten
What causes people to seek solutions to real and imagined
problems by turning to authoritarian leaders?
Can the rise of fascism in Europe in the 1930s be compared to
the surge in right wing politics today?
Who are the winners and losers in this volatile situation?
September 29
DON’T KVETCH, ORGANIZE!
LuAnn Rosenzweig
Let’s organize! And not the everything drawer in your kitchen.
Come and discuss the challenging work of organizing a whole
community. LuAnn Rosenzweig, who is currently serving on
the Union for Reform Judaism’s Commission of Social Action,
will share her experiences with that body and help us explore
why we organize, how we live out our values through organizing, and the various components of successful organizing.
Come and learn about the life changing magic of organizing!
November 10
Hanna Raskin
In advance of Lowcountry Nosh, The Post and Courier's food
editor and chief critic, Hanna Raskin, will discuss the evolution

Adult Learning

FALL 2016
of American Jewish deli culture and its current status. Come
and whet your appetite for Sunday’s selection of food!
November 17
JEWS, RACE, AND AMERICAN COMIC FICTION
Larry Krasnoff
Jews have been disproportionally represented in American
comedy, and comedic novels have played an outsized role in
Jewish-American literature. On some accounts, this comedy
derives from a kind of "Jewish humor" transplanted from
Yiddish culture. Come hear Larry Krasnoff, professor of philosophy and associate director of Jewish Studies at College of
Charleston, discuss how he reads Jewish-American comedy
against the background of specifically American anxieties
about race, along with the ambiguous racial status Jews have
had in America. Jewish-American writers like Philip Roth and
Gary Shteyngart will be compared to African-American comic
authors like George Schuyler and Paul Beatty.
December 1
CUBAN JEWS
Miriam Levinson
Columbus' discovery of the Americas occurred, in great part,
due to the Spanish Inquisition, when Jews were forced to
convert to Christianity or leave Spain. Many of these Jews
joined Columbus' fleet. One was Columbus' translator, Luis de
Torres, believed to be the first Jew to land in Cuba. There
have been many waves of Jewish immigration to Cuba during
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the past centuries. Today, there is a small, but cohesive
Jewish community on the island.
Come learn more about Cuban Jewry from Miriam Levinson,
the tour director for our Spring trip to Cuba!
December 8
RITUALS WE DON'T PRACTICE... BUT MIGHT IF
WE ONLY KNEW ABOUT THEM
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Have you ever uncovered a hidden gem in the back of a
drawer? Been captivated by a dusty book pulled off a high
shelf? Discovered a forgotten treasure buried in the closet?
The nooks and crannies in the storage rooms of Jewish ritual
are vast and overflowing. In this class we'll go hunting together
for forgotten rituals and milestones, both small and large,
whose celebration hold the potential to bring spirituality and
meaning to our lives.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE - 8PM

Contact Irene Gilbert at irene@kkbe.org to register.

September 8, 15, 22 and 29
November 10, 17 and December 1, 8
INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM (8 weeks)
Rabbi Aaron Sherman
An engaging overview of Jewish belief, tradition and practice
for those interested in pursuing conversion to Judaism, inter-
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faith couples, and anyone looking for a comprehensive survey
of Jewish living. Note: This is a 16 week course; a second 8
week section will be offered in the spring.
Registration Required
Cost: $50 (Does not include books)
September 8, 15, 22 and 29
JUDAISM AND CULTURAL DIFFERENCE IN
AMERICAN MOVIES (4 weeks)
Elijah Siegler (Chair of Religious Studies, CofC)
Why would Jewish entertainers put on blackface? Why would
Gregory Peck play a journalist pretending to be Jewish? How
funny is it when a Reform rabbi falls in love with a non-Jew?
Can a Jew really become a neo-Nazi?
Please join us for a series of entertaining and provocative
discussions about films that look at Jews as the “Other” in
American culture. Keep your eye on Temple Talk to find out
when each film will be presented.
The films are The Jazz Singer (1927), Gentlemen’s Agreement (1947), Keeping the Faith (2000) and The Believer
(2001).
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November 10, 17 and December 1, 8
CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURES FOR JEWISH
READERS (4 weeks)
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Recent years have seen a resurgence of interest in interfaith
dialogue, worship and programming. However, one of the
obstacles often felt by members of the Jewish community is a
sense of ignorance when it comes to biblical text – after all,
many Christians study the books of the Hebrew Bible (their
Old Testament), but Jews rarely, if ever, read the Christian
Scriptures (their New Testament). So this four week course
will survey some of the key stories and parables of the
Gospels in order to increase our familiarity. From the Good
Samaritan to the Lost Son, we'll study these seminal stories in
their original context, reflecting upon them through a Jewish
lens.
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KKBE READS!
Join our KKBE adult education book club. Choose one of the
three books below, sign up through the office and then join a
group of like-minded book lovers for a discussion led by a
hand-picked for each selection. Facilitators will contact group
members to arrange a meeting date, space and time in the
latter half of November or beginning of December (in conjunction with Jewish Book Month). If you visit the KKBE adult
education webpage and purchase the book through the
Amazon link then KKBE will benefit!
Philip Roth, The Human Stain
From Amazon: “It is 1998, the year in
which America is whipped into a frenzy of
prurience by the impeachment of a president, and in a small New England town,
an aging classics professor, Coleman Silk,
is forced to retire when his colleagues
decree that he is a racist. The charge is a
lie, but the real truth about Silk would have
astonished even his most virulent accuser.”
(Read more: https://www.amazon.com/Human-Stain-American-Trilogy/dp/0375726349)
Cathleen Schine, They May Not Mean to
But They Do
From the New York Times: “Widowed
after a long marriage, Joy is a persuasive
character, intelligent, independent, with a
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flair for witty responses and wry thoughts, though in fact everyone in Schine’s narrative is given to sharp comment and occasionally manic behavior. Despite its subject matter, “They May
Not Mean To, but They Do” is a very funny novel.”
(Read more: http://www.nytimes.com/2016/06/19/books/review/cathleen-schines-they-may-not-mean-to-but-they-do.html?_r=0)
Max Apple, The Jew of Home Depot
and Other Stories
From The Jewish Week: “Max Apple’s
people are the folks you might see having
lunch at a local diner. There’s Sidney
Goodman, the carwash king of Las
Vegas, and Jerome Feldman, the outgoing president of the Ohio Association of
Independent Pharmacists, along with
others who sell scrap metal, industrial tools and trinkets. Apple
has somehow eavesdropped over the leatherette booths and
followed them out and into their lives, dreams and hearts.”
(Read more at http://www.thejewishweek.com/arts/books/bard_background_noise#4SlhdLxz4mlXQph0.99)

