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Sundays, 10:30-11:30 am

TORAH STUDY: THE WORLD'S OLDEST BOOK CLUB
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Check the KKBE calendar at kkbe.org for specific dates

Casual and conversational, join us for an ongoing discussion
of the foundational text of Jewish thought and practice. We
began at the very beginning – Genesis 1:1 – and continue
reading and discussing the Torah from cover to cover,
paragraph-by-paragraph, verse-by-verse.
No Hebrew
required; bring your own edition of the Torah or use ours.
Anyone is welcome, anytime.

Wednesday, November 20 at 7:30 pm

THREE RABBI PANEL: A CONVERSATION AMONG
COLLEAGUES “COMING OF AGE IN JUDAISM”
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander, Rabbi Adam Rosenbaum, and
Rabbi Moshe Davis
Stern Center Ballroom, 4th Floor,
Corner of George and Glebe Streets
College of Charleston

The modern process by which Jewish teenagers become
B’nai Mitzvah, coming of age and accepting the obligation of
performing the Jewish mitzvot (commandments), has shifted
dramatically since the tradition was first recorded in the
fifth-century. A rabbinic text at that time instructs the father of
a Jewish child to recite a blessing thanking God for freeing him
from responsibility for the deeds of his child, who is now
accountable for his own actions. In contrast, the focus of
modern American B’nai Mitzvah is more often than not
thecelebration following the religious ceremony.

2

Lifelong Learning

FALL 2019
What does it mean to become a Jewish adult today, and what
is the role of the synagogue in helping to shape emerging
adults? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the
community as Rabbis Stephanie Alexander (KKBE), Adam
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Moshe Davis (BSBI) sit together
in conversation with Jewish Studies Associate Director
Joshua Shanes to answer these questions and more.

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
REFRESHMENTS AT 6:45 PM
CLASSES AT 7:00 PM
October 17

“FREE WILL AND
HARD-WIRED MORALITY”
Rabbi Ralph Mecklenburger

The classic rabbis thought
individuals had a good inclination
and an evil inclination (yetzer tov
and yetzer harah) in them, but that
“you can choose between them.”
When we are seriously tempted, do we truly have the ability to
say no? Selfishness comes naturally to us, but so do
cooperation and generosity. Where do God and mitzvot fit into
our decision-making? Most fundamentally, how much free
will—if any—do we have?
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Reform Rabbi Ralph Mecklenburger was ordained in 1972
and served congregations in San Francisco, Ann Arbor, and
Fort Worth, Texas. For some years, as the revolution in our
understanding of how our brains function advanced, he has
been studying its implications for religion. His book, Our
Religious Brains: What Cognitive Science Reveals
about Belief, Morality, Community and Our
Relationship with God, came out in 2012.
October 24

THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF HERMAN WOUK
Dr. Ezra Cappell and Judith Green

When renowned Jewish American author Herman Wouk
passed away this May, just days before his 104th birthday, he
left behind an enduring literary legacy, which included
bestselling novels The Winds of War, War and
Remembrance, and Marjorie Morningstar. Wouk won
numerous literary prizes throughout his long and distinguished
career, including the Pulitzer Prize in 1952 for his novel, The
Caine Mutiny. In this presentation, Dr. Ezra Cappell,
Professor of Jewish Studies and English at the College of
Charleston, will offer an overview of Wouk’s significant legacy
and career. (No prior reading required.) Wouk was the uncle of
our beloved congregant, Dr. Mark Green (z”l). We are
privileged that Judith Green will share family photos and
anecdotes to give an even fuller picture of this tremendous
man whom NPR said “made American literature a kinder,
smarter, better place.”
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November 7

U.S. RESPONSE TO THE HOLOCAUST
Robert Rosen
Co-sponsored by Brotherhood
November 14

COMFORTING MOURNERS: HOW TO LEAD A SHIVA
SERVICE
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

Comforting mourners, walking with them in the shadow of their
grief, is among the most important and sacred deeds in which
we engage as a community—and it truly does take a
community to be able to do it. While our rabbis lead Shiva
services as often as they are available, we regularly need lay
leaders to perform this mitzvah when they are unable to do so.
In this workshop, Rabbi Alexander will provide participants
with the context and skills to be able to lead a meaningful
Shiva service. Each participant will have the opportunity to join
our team of lay leaders that might be called upon to lead Shiva
services as needed.
November 21

A LIVING LANGUAGE: HOW HEBREW CAME BACK
TO LIFE
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander

Hebrew is the language of the Torah. It’s the language of the
Prophets. It’s the language of the majority of our liturgy. Yet,
for centuries, it was not the spoken language of the Jewish
people; Aramaic, Yiddish, Ladino—a variety of other tongues
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took its place. Come and learn the remarkable story of how
Hebrew was quite literally resurrected to become the living
language of the Jewish people, and the amazing ways in
which it continues to evolve today.
December 5

MEET NAAMA FOX, CHARLESTON’S
NEW ISRAEL EMISSARY
Meet Naama Fox, Charleston's
new Israel emissary! Born in
Kiryat Shmona, Israel, and most
recently living in Tel Aviv, Naama
served as a sergeant in the Israel
Defense Forces where she was a
youth commander for kids from
Israel and around the world.
Naama holds degrees from Tel
Aviv University in sociology,
anthropology and political science. The Charleston Jewish
Federation has brought Naama to the Lowcountry for two
years to create living bridges between our community and the
people of Israel. What do American Jews have in common
with Israelis? What can we learn from one another? Naama
will share her new Charleston experiences, challenges,
highlights and everything in between, as we explore these
questions together.
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December 12

THIS IS OUR TEMPLE

Jim Geiger, KKBE Tourism Chair
Glenn Keyes, Architect
Wondering about the Sanctuary Restoration improvement?
Or if during the demolition, were there any hidden "treasures"
buried in our walls? Are we still on target for the restoration
completion?
Come to KKBE and see the movie developed to show tourists
about our historic Congregation and Sanctuary restoration.
Feel the pride in being part of this progress for KKBE to
ensure our presence for future generations.
December 19

UNPACKING THE BIENNIAL

Rabbi Alexander, Rabbi Kanter, and KKBE’s
URJ Biennial Attendees
Every other year, thousands of Jews from
across North America and around the world come together to
learn, pray, share ideas, dance and sing, hear from inspiring
speakers and the leaders of our Reform Movement, reunite
with old friends, create new connections, and make decisions
about the policies that guide the Reform Movement. Only days
removed from the 2019 URJ Biennial experience in Chicago,
those of us who participated and represented KKBE will share
the highlights of the sessions we attended, speakers we
heard, melodies we learned, and new initiatives that left us
inspired and excited to get back home and get to work!
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THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
CLASSES AT 8:00 PM
October 17 and 24, November 7 and 14

THE MELODIES OF KKBE
Robin Shuler

Do you love the music of KKBE and
want to hear more? Do you want to
learn the new melodies being sung
throughout the Reform Movement? Do
you want to sing the old melodies that
we don’t hear that much anymore?
Then come and create some harmony
with Music Director Robin Shuler.
Participants will sing together and learn from each other as we
journey through the prayers of Mishkan T’filah. (SINGING
IS ENCOURAGED, NOT REQUIRED)
November 21, December 5, 12, and 19

JEWS AND JEWISH THEMES ON TV
Dr. Elijah Siegler

How have depictions of Jews and Judaism on American TV
changed over the past 65 years? Is TV a good medium for
accurately portraying the lives of Jewish people? Please join
the conversation about four episodes from four very different
TV shows (which you should watch on your own, before
class).
• THE GOLDBERGS: "A Sad Day" 10/5/1954 (YouTube)
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• THE X-FILES: “Kaddish” 2/16/1997 (Season 4, Episode
14) Netflix
• CRAZY EX-GIRLFRIEND: "Will Scarsdale Like Josh's
Shayna Punim?" 1/13/2017 (Season 2, Episode
10) Netflix
• TRANSPARENT: “The Book of Life” 12/11/2015 (Season
2, Episode 7) Amazon Prime
Dr. Siegler is a Professor and Chair, College of Charleston
Religious Studies Program
October 17- December 19

INTRODUCTION TO JUDAISM
Rabbi Greg Kanter

Explore a modern take on Jewish
life. Engage with Jewish values,
celebrations, and spirituality.
Voice your questions, discover
multiple perspectives, and find
what could be meaningful to you
in liberal Judaism.
Introduction to Judaism is an engaging multi-session course
for anyone interested in exploring Jewish life through a
Reform lens.
Open to all, this course is perfect for interfaith couples, those
raising Jewish children, spiritual seekers, individuals
considering conversion, and Jews who want a meaningful
adult Jewish learning experience.
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Save the Date
May 6-8, 2020

SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE:
RABBI DAVID SAPERSTEIN
Looking ahead with great anticipation, we
ask you to please mark your calendars for
May 6-8, 2020, when we will welcome
Rabbi David Saperstein to Charleston.
Rabbi Saperstein is Director Emeritus of
the URJ’s Religious Action Center, where he served as its
distinguished Executive Director for decades, and former U.S.
Ambassador at Large for International Religious Freedom.
Rabbi Saperstein was designated by Newsweek Magazine as
THE most influential rabbi in America and by the Washington
Post as the “quintessential religious lobbyist on Capitol Hill.”
Our programming throughout these three days will be in
partnership with Charity Missionary Baptist Church,
culminating in a Shabbat service featuring our joint choirs on
May 8. You will not want to miss any of this!

November 4-15, 2020

KKBE TRIP TO SPAIN WITH RABBI ALEXANDER

Explore the rich Jewish history and culture of Madrid, Toledo,
Córdoba, Lucena, Granada, Barcelona, and more!
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IDEAS FOR FUTURE EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMMING AT KKBE?

Please contact a member of the Lifelong Learning Team:
Beth Sherr, Chair
Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Ali Brewster
Zachary Holtkamp
Jim Klein
Elyse Pernick
Laurie Waters
Pat Votava
Stephanie Zweben

Thank You
Thank you to the
HELLMAN FAMILY FUND
for supporting
Adult Learning at KKBE.
Thank you to the
ADDLESTONE/REGENBOGEN FAMILIES
ADULT EDUCATION FUND
Created in loving memory of their parents and brothers:
Hyman Addlestone
Jeannette Addlestone
Arthur Addlestone

Harold Regenbogen
Laura Regenbogen
Howard Regenbogen
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