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Learn With Us!

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.



THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.

Adult Learning

SPRING 2017



THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.

Adult Learning

SPRING 2017



THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.

Adult Learning
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THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.
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THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.
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THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.

Adult Learning

SPRING 2017



THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.

Adult Learning
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THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.

Adult Learning

SPRING 2017



THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
marriage equality. Where does Reform Judaism weigh in?  Is 
that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?

(The KKBE library has a few copies of the novel.)

THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
8 PM

Session 1:  4 classes:  February 2, 9, 16 and 23
 REFORM JUDAISM: 
 AN INTELLECTUAL PRIMER
 Rabbis Stephanie Alexander and Greg Kanter

We quote them in our sermons. They’ve shaped us – not just 
as rabbis, but as Reform Jews and (we hope) conscientious 
human beings. And we’d like to introduce them to you, too. 
Over the course of four weeks, Rabbi Alexander and Rabbi 
Kanter (for two sessions each), will share the teachings and 
writings of the rabbis and scholars who have most significantly 
influenced us on our rabbinic journeys.

Session 2:  4 classes:   March 9, 16, 23 and 30
 BETWEEN TWO FERNS 
 WITH COMMUNITY CLERGY
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
We won’t have Zach Galifianakis as host. We won’t have 
famous politicians, actors, or athletes as guests. But we WILL 
have two ferns. And between those two ferns, Rabbi 
Alexander will sit down with a different member of the 
Charleston clergy community each week to discuss their 
religious faith, house of worship, path to religious leadership, 
reflections on Charleston’s past and future … and the 
occasional irreverent question or two.

LUNCH & LEARN AT JEWISH STUDIES - 
“PROFILES IN JEWISH ADVOCACY”

Wednesdays March 29 and April 5, 12:30 – 1:30
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
 Yaschik/Arnold Jewish Studies Building, 
 College of Charleston
Modern Jews who raise their voices, “speaking truth to 
power,” join a long line of Jewish role models who have been 
exemplars of advocacy. Esther advocated on behalf of her 
people to the King of Persia, Moses to the Pharaoh of Egypt, 
Abraham to none other than God. Looking at these role 
models and others – in both biblical and more modern times – 
we’ll explore a variety of Jewish approaches to advocacy, 
asking ourselves: Why is advocacy important? What are the 
keys to effective advocacy? Where do my Jewish values 
compel me to raise my own voice today?

THREE RABBI PANEL:  UNPACKING 
THE TEXT – NA’ASEH V’NISHMA 
(EXODUS 24:7)

Thursday, March 2, 2017 at 7:30PM
 Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam Rosenbaum  
 (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah)
 Stern Center Ballroom, Corner of Glebe &   
 George Streets
Jewish tradition teaches that the pinnacle of Jewish history 
occurred at the foot of Mt. Sinai, as God revealed the Torah. 
Just before that revelation took place, though, the Jewish 
people pledged, Na'aseh v'nishma — "We will do and we will 
listen to all that God has declared" (Exodus 24:7). The order of 
this declaration is of great importance, and the verse is often 
interpreted differently along denominational lines.
Are we to keep the Torah and its commandments, without 
knowing why? Are we to first inform ourselves of Jewish law, 
and then choose how to implement them on an individual 
basis? Is action more important than understanding, or, as the 
Talmud teaches (Kiddushin 40b), does understanding lead to 
action? Join with Jewish Studies and members of the 
community as Rabbis Greg Kanter (KKBE), Adam 
Rosenbaum (Emanu-El) and Michael Davies (Dor Tikvah) 
discuss these questions and more. 
The Three Rabbi Panel is supported by the Stanley and Charlot Karesh 
Family Fund, an endowment given by the Karesh family in the spring of 2015 
in support of Jewish Studies’ community outreach programming. Stanley obm 
and Charlot have been lifelong pillars of the Charleston Jewish community, 
and of Jewish Studies. We are incredibly grateful for their support.

WOMEN OF THE WALL

Wednesday, April 19 at 7:30 pm
 KKBE/BARBARA PEARLSTINE SOCIAL HALL
 FREE ADMISSION
 (Co-sponsored by NCJW & KKBE Sisterhood)

Israeli feminist Lesley Sachs, the founder 
and representative of Women Of The Wall 
will be speaking about the struggles women 
face in Israel fighting for equal opportunity to 
pray at the Wailing Wall while wearing a tallis 

and carrying copies of Torah Scrolls. The women who are 
engaging in this effort have been beaten, arrested, strip 
searched and jailed by the Israeli police for their commitment 
to full religious equality for   women. This promises to be an 
enlightening, current and relevant topic.
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THURSDAY NIGHTS AT KKBE
 6:45PM

Thursday, February 2
 GOD AND JUDAISM:  
 TO BELIEVE OR NOT TO BELIEVE
 Rabbi Greg Kanter
What have great Jewish thinkers taught us about what we 
should or should not believe? Do you have to believe to be 
Jewish? Where do my beliefs fit in with what Jews have 
believed for ages?             

Thursday, February 9
 VALENTINE’S DAY: KOSHER OR TREIF?
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander 
If it’s not Valentine’s Day, then it’s Halloween or some other 
holiday that originated as a non-Jewish religious observance, 
but has largely come to be regarded as “secular” – members 
of our community want to know: Is it “kosher” for a Jew to 
celebrate or not? As it turns out, precisely this question was 
posed to the Responsa Committee of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis, the umbrella organization for Reform 
Rabbis in North America. In this session, we’ll study that text 
and look for its answer to the specific question about 
observing Valentine’s Day and other holidays. This class is 
also an opportunity to learn more about the evolution of 
Jewish practice and law through the process of writing and 
responding to Responsa.

Thursday, February 16
 MARRIAGE EQUALITY – WHAT’S JEWISH 
 ABOUT IT?
 Rabbi Greg Kanter  
Now that new challenges are arising to the legality of marriage 
equality, let’s take a look at Jewish views of marriage and 
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that important?

Thursday, February 23
 MORE COMPLEX THAN MEETS THE EYE:   
 ISRAEL’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH WORLD
 POWERS
 Dr. John Creed, Political Science, 
 College of Charleston
While scholars regularly debate Israel’s domestic politics and 
the nature of its interactions with the Arab states, there is a 
more complex and nuanced set of relationships ongoing 
between Israel and other parts of the world that garners much 
less attention.  Join John Creed, Associate Professor of 
Political Science, for a talk focusing on those dynamics, 
including Israel’s relations with established world powers like 
the U.S., the EU, Russia and Japan, as well as emerging 
world powers like China, India and Brazil.  The discussion will 
center around the emerging tensions present in these 
relationships between security and honor for the Israeli state.

Thursday, March 9 
 THE (SO CALLED) WISE MEN OF CHELM
 Rabbi Stephanie Alexander
Simpleminded, dimwitted, and utterly charming, stories of the 
inhabitants of Chelm have been a part of the corpus of Jewish 
literature for hundreds of years. But why does the genre have 
such staying power? Are the stories merely intended to elicit a 
good chuckle? Perhaps even written for children? Or are there 
deeper meanings behind the simple and silly antics of these 
(so called) wise men of Chelm? Examining several examples 
together, we'll decide for ourselves.  

Thursday, March 16
 CREATE A MATZAH COVER!
 Sarah Blum
Have fun, come and create your own Matzah cover using a 
variety of materials.  Your Matzah cover may become a family 
heirloom. Bring a friend and your creative juices.
The fee is $18.00, paid to the office.  All supplies are included, with wine 
and snacks as well!

Thursday, March 23
 IDENTITY TAKEOUT: HOW JEWS MADE   
 CHINESE FOOD THEIR ETHNIC CUISINE
 Hanna Raskin, 
 Food Editor, The Post and Courier
 (co-sponsored by Brotherhood)
Many of the cultural traditions most cherished by American 
Jews involve soy sauce and water chestnuts, ingredients 
which meant nothing to most Ashkenazi Jews a short century 
or so ago. So how did lo mein and chop suey become an 
integral part of the Jewish diet -- as opposed to, say, 
enchiladas or pho? Hanna Raskin, The Post and Courier's 
food editor, will take on that question in this session, which will 
include a short history of dining out habits and an examination 
of the true meaning of Jewish Christmas. Since writing one of 
the first scholarly papers on the phenomenon of Jews and 
Chinese food, Raskin is a sought-out authority on the 
seasonal celebration.

Thursday, March 30  
 A JEWISH UTOPIA? A BOOK DISCUSSION
 Dr. Claire Curtis, College of Charleston

Come and discuss the 
feminist, Jewish (yes, 
Jewish!), utopian science 
fiction novel He, She and It 
(1991) by Marge Piercy. 
Set in a dystopian mid-21st 
century, following global 
war and climate change, 
the novel follows Shira as 
she returns home to her 
small, independent, Jewish 
community, Tikvah, after 
her divorce from her 
husband. Three stories 
intersect: Shira’s work with 
the cyborg Yod, Shira’s 

grandmother’s telling of a Golem story to Yod, and the larger 
interactions between Tikvah and the enclosed corporate cities 
that resent Tikvah’s independence. The novel explores a 
variety of issues from the power of communities under siege 
to the ethics of robot creation. Read the book and come to 
discuss: Can a cyborg be Jewish? How does Tikvah’s 
Jewishness impact its utopian status?  In what ways does 
utopian and dystopian storytelling challenge us to think 
differently about the way we live?
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JOIN CONGREGATION
KAHAL KADOSH BETH ELOHIM

EXPLORE CUBA
APRIL 26 – MAY 3, 2017

Cuba, a Caribbean gem, is a cultural oasis of warm, generous people. Be inspired by 
Cuba’s soulful art, musical rhythms and vibrant dance. Join us on an extraordinary 
program to Cuba and bring support and aid to the Cuban Jewish community. Meet the 
children of the Sunday school and members of the Patronato, Sephardic and Orthodox 
Jewish Community. Learn first-hand about today’s community and share their dreams 
for the future. This program will be accompanied by Miriam Levinson, a native 
Cuban Jew with over 16 years of experience leading programs to Cuba. Please 
join Rabbi Stephanie Alexander and Congregation Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim as we 
travel together to Cuba. This program is a wonderful opportunity to see Cuba, make 
new friends, renew old friendships and deepen your understanding of what it means to 
be part of the larger Jewish world.

PROGRAM INCLUDES:
• Round trip airfare Miami/Havana
• Cuba Visa fees
• One night Miami, Crowne Plaza Hotel
• Five nights Havana, Melia Cohiba Hotel
• One night, Hotel Jagua, Cienfuegos
• Buffet breakfast daily in Cuba
• Brunch on arrival in Cuba
• Seven dinners in Cuba
• Medical and accidental insurance in Cuba  
 (excludes pre-existing)
• Deluxe motor coach transportation
• Mineral water on bus

• Services of a professional English-speaking   
 Cuban guide
• Baggage handling at hotels in Cuba
• Visits with special speakers
• View Jewish art at Museum and visit artist studios
• Lecture with Jewish historian
• Cultural performance
• Visit a typical Cuban home and Hemingway’s house
• Cultural exchange with leaders of the Jewish   
 Community
• Highlights include: Las Terrazas, Patronato, Jewish   
 Community Center, Free Pharmacy, Sephardic and   
 Orthodox Community, and Mitrani Senior center

7 NIGHT PROGRAM
$3699* PER PERSON

DOUBLE OCCUPANCY
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT ADD: $699

*TAXES OF $25 AND TIPS OF $175 ADDITIONAL

For more information please contact:
BETH SHERR, KKBE REP.  260.602.3582
MIRIAM 1.800.624.2947




