
From RCA Israel Representative Reuven Tradburks 

 

I spoke today with Tahel Harris, daughter of Americans, who lives in Lod. She and her 

husband are part of the 70 family Garin Torani of Lod. Tahel is the director of a youth 

volunteer program of 60 young people, who volunteer to visit seniors homes, to tutor 

and help with homework in the neighborhood. 

 

Tahel lives in Ramat Eshkol, the neighborhood in Lod that was the center of the riots. I 

paraphrase her words:  

 

It was heart wrenching. I have 2 young children, 3 and 1. These 3 nights were terrible. I 

couldn’t sleep. The Arabs would shoot off fireworks to instill fear. Everything was 

burning. I only know of three cars that were not burnt – including ours, but it is so old 

and beat up they probably thought it was an Arab’s car. All of our friends’ cars were 

burnt, some of them with two cars. What is particularly heartbreaking for us is that we 

are trying to make the city a better place. This is the time of year people come looking to 

move here for next year. Now we can’t say if it is going to be safe. We don’t know if our 

neighbors are safe. And here we are, in the center of the country, 10 minutes from the 

airport. We live on a major road, a traffic artery. Our area is mixed Arab and Jews. In 

the 1970s it was all Jewish but it was a troubled area and Jews stayed away, with Arabs 

moving in. Now it is mixed. We moved in, with 70 families now part of the Garin 

Torani. Our families wanted improvements in public service, and we were able to 

improve the life for everyone. We partnered with the government, with the mayor, with 

social services, trying to improve the quality of life for everyone. And once one building 

gets some improvements with its lighting in the hall, then the next one wants it too. We 

demand better cleaning in our hallways; then others want that too. It is not a pretty 

neighborhood – the apartments are small. My volunteer program of 60 young people 

provides visitors for seniors, homework help for our neighbors. 

 

It’s not a simple life we have chosen. But we are helping change things for the better for 

everyone. Our Garin Torani has 70 families, but more are inquiring all the time. We 

have schools from Gan to Mechina, covering every age. Now I guess we’ll need 

surveillance equipment, maybe guards. We have wonderful people in our 

community. We just hope now we can continue the community building we have begun. 

 

Our neighbors are Arabs. I don’t know if they were a part of this. I am dreading asking 

them. I will at some point. But I can’t yet. We aren’t the best of friends, that would be an 

exaggeration, but we are neighborly. Pleasant to each other. Our relationship has been 

a healthy one, one which I thought we both wanted. Just living together, side by side. I 

haven’t spoken to them. I am afraid of their answers. We’re adults, mature people, but 

still, I don’t know if they were a part of the violence. If I know they supported the 

violence, it will be hard to be good neighbors, trusting neighbors. I hope they would 

have wanted to protect us. But I don’t know yet. And am afraid to ask. But I will. At some 

point. 



 

Tzedakah Opportunities 

 

The needs that have resulted from the terrorist rockets are numerous.  

 

The city of Lod was the scene of horrible damage. It is not the only need in Israel but it 

is a need. I offer the following as a sampling of possible ways to help specifically the 

Torani community, in no way meant to diminish the other needs – these needs may 

perhaps resonate more immediately for us. 

  

1. Garin Torani, Lod. The Garin Torani is 70 families who live in the Ramat Eshkol 

neighborhood of Lod, the scene of the violent demonstrations and destruction. They are 

there to strengthen the fabric of society Lod.  There is damage to the schools that range 

from gan to Mechina, as well as anticipated security expenses, as well as mental health 

needs due to the trauma of the riots. As the director of the youth volunteer program in 

Lod told me today: I know of only 3 cars that haven’t been burnt and probably because 

they are so old and beat up. You can read of the work of the Garin 

here: https://glod.org.il 

 

For donations: https://www.charidy.com/cmp/vlod 

 

2. Rabbi David Fine and the Barkai Centre for Practical Rabbinics has six Barkai rabbis 

in Lod, including Itamar Ben Yaakov, the rav in Ramat Eshkol the neighborhood that 

was particularly heavily damaged. Some of the other shuls and schools have been 

damaged.  David Fine said: I will guarantee that every penny donated will get to the 

right place. 

 

For donations: https://www.israelgives.org/amuta/580556546 

 

3. Igud Rabbanei Kehillot, a rabbinic organization of many hundreds of rabbis is also 

planning programs in areas heavily hit, like Ashkelon and the coast, including programs 

for children to travel out of the region for a “yom kef” for some relief. The exact 

programs have not been determined. This initiative is under Rabbi Chaim Markovitz, 

under the general stewardship of Rav Shmuel Eliyahu. 

 

For donations: https://www.jgive.com/new/en/usd/charity-organizations/1158 
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