
You Make Us Proud  
Rabbi Ari Federgrun 
 
This past week, our Daf HaShavua study group completed 
its first chapter of Talmudic study. For many of the 
participants this was the first time in their lives that they 
completed a chapter of Talmud. We immediately started 
studying the second chapter the very next day. I am 
reminded of the tradition that we have on Simchas Torah: 
just as we conclude the entire Five Books of the Torah, we 
immediately open the next Torah scroll to start once again 
from the beginning. We remind ourselves that there is so 
much more to accomplish and still more work to be done. 
Similarly, at the conclusion of learning a significant part of 
Torah, there is a custom to make a Siyum, a celebratory 
recognition of the tremendous feat. At that celebration we 
state, “Hadran Alach - we will return to you,” for there is 
much more to learn moving forward. This past week, we 
also stated, “Hadran Alach!” Yet, at this very moment, our 
completion of a serious work should also engender feelings 
of accomplishment and satisfaction.  
The Mishnah in the Ethics of our Fathers (6:1) states, 
“Rabbi Meir would say: Whoever studies Torah for Torah's 
sake alone...is called a friend, beloved, lover of G-d, lover 
of humanity, rejoicer of G-d, and rejoicer of humanity.” It is 
understandable why the student of Torah is referred to as a 
lover and rejoicer of G-d, and even lover and rejoicer of 
humanity. However, what is the inherent connection 
between the study of Torah and being a friend or beloved 
to others? One studies Torah for the connection to G-d, to 
understand His wisdom, to better oneself and humanity. 
How does one become a friend to others through study 
alone?    
One answer posits that a person who studies Torah 
becomes a guide and leader to others. Such a person has 
a better understanding of what Hashem wants in this world, 
so that person can answer questions, guide the community, 
and inspire others to come closer to Hashem. However, I  
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Spring 
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V/       

Schara Tzedeck Announcements 
 

Condolences 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to the family of 
Byron Acemen z'l on his passing. To his 
children Arlene (Richard) and Scott, to his 
grandchildren Aily (Ben), Noah, Jonah 
and Ryan, and to Byron's siblings, 
Shelley (David) Ail, Lola (Norman) Pawer 
and Pesach Aceman. 
 

Todah Rabah 
 

To the committee members for the Young 
Family Paw Patrol Shabbat Dinner for all 
their hard work: Iona Berger, Shira 
Bogner and Camille Wenner. Yasher 
Koach! 
 

To David and Danya Fugman for being a 
sponsor of the Paw Patrol dinner this 
week, in loving memory of Margaret z'l, 
Max z'l and Charles Fugman z'l. 
 

To Rabbi Ari and Meira Federgrun for 
sponsoring scotch in honour of the 25+ 
people who have consistently studied the 
page a week of Talmud for the past two 
and a half months and have just 
completed their first chapter of Talmud. 
Mazel Tov!  
 

To the family of Byron Aceman z'l for 
sponsoring the Congregational Kiddush in 
his memory. To his children Arlene 
(Richard) and Scott, and Byron's siblings, 
Shelley (David) Ail, Lola (Norman) Pawer 
and Pesach Aceman. 
 

To Richa Golub-Dwor and Yonah Golub-
Dwor for sponsoring Sunday Breakfast in 
memory of their grandmother Libby Dwor 
z'l. 
 

Mazal Tov 
 

Harvey and Barbara Halperin on the Bat 
Mitzvah of their granddaughter Alexis 
Schechter, daughter of Joanna and Aaron 
Schechter (Toronto) in Israel last month.  
 
 
 
 

Recently heard an alternative profound 
approach. The one that studies Torah for 
Torah’s sake, even without actively guiding 
and helping others, brings pride to all those 
around him or her. The community sees the 
joy that the study brings them, the pride that 
they have, and the commitment they’ve made, 
and that itself transforms the community as it 
takes pride in its members. The one who 
studies Torah automatically becomes a friend 
and beloved, for they become the jewel and 
pride of the community.  
On behalf of our community, I would like to 
express our pride in those who committed two 
and a half months ago to become students of 
Torah. Throughout this time they studied a 
wide range of topics including the mitzvah to 
go to the Temple three times a year, 
guidelines for educating children to perform 
mitzvos, the unbounded obligation to care for 
others, the emphasis on unity and gathering 
all Jews together once every seven years 
during the days of the Temple, the halachic 
status of the deaf and those suffering from 
mental illness, the mitzvah of happiness 
during our holidays, the mitzvah to procreate, 
and so much more. It was a ride through some 
esoteric concepts, some fascinating 
discussions, and many laws for the times of 
Mashiach that do not apply today, but, most 
importantly, it was a glimpse into seeing how 
Hashem envisions the world.  
 
Mazel tov to Jeff Balin, Alan Bass, Gavi 
Beigel, Yehoshua Ben Sadon, Rabbi Berger, 
Jeff Blicker, Terrance and Eitan Bloom, Jack 
and Tannis Boxer, Rabbi Borsuk, Brian 
Bressler, Jeff Claman, Virginia Edwards, 
Steve Field, Des Friedland, Gabriel Hirsch, 
Avraham Dov Hirschler, Jonathon Leipsic, 
Rabbi Lichtman, Harvey Lichtman, Sam 
Meisel, Randy Milner, Rabbi Pacht, Eitan 
Prisman, Ralph Rothstein, Richard Wood, to 
our other Vancouverite listeners, and to all 
others who learn with us across the globe.  

Weekly Schedule 
 

Sunday: 
 

9:15 am - Parsha Class with Rabbi 
Don Pacht after Shacharit 
 

Monday: 
 

7:00 pm - Torah Talks with Rabbi 
Rosenblatt 
 

8:00 pm- Talmud Talks with Rabbi 
Federgrun 
 

Tuesday: 
 

4:15-5:45 pm - T-Jex Afternoon 
Hebrew School 
 

Wednesday: 
 

10:00 am - Women's Weekly 
Torah Study with Ayala Wilchfort 
 

5:30 pm – Senior Singles Dinner & 
Discussion 
 

Thursday: 
 

9:00 am - Women's "Pray Tell" 
with Rabbi Federgrun at the 
Blicker Residence 
 

1:30 pm – Women’s Challah Class 
 

5:00 pm- Parsha Class with Rabbi 
Estrin 
 

Friday: 
 

9:30 am – Baby Loves Shabbat – 
program for moms and babies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


